

[image: cover]




My First Monologue Book





SMITH AND KRAUS
Young Actors Series for Grades K–6

MONOLOGUES AND SCENES

Cool Characters for Kids Volume I: 71 One-Minute Monologues MILSTEIN isbn 1-57525-306-2 $11.95 pages: 78

Great Scenes and Monologues For Children ages 7–14 Volumes I and II

Wild and Wacky! 61 One-Minute Monologues for Kids Volume I

PLAYS

10-Minute Plays Volume IV for Kids/10+ Format* Comedy by KRISTEN DABROWSKI

10-Minute Plays Volume V for Kids/10+ Format* Drama by KRISTEN DABROWSKI

Multicultural Plays for Children Grades K–3 by PAMELA GERKE

Multicultural Plays for Children Grades 4–6 by PAMELA GERKE

Fairy Tales, Grades K–3 by MCCULLOUGH

Mythology, Grades 4–6 by L. E. MCCULLOUGH

People at Work, Grades K–3 by L. E. MCCULLOUGH

Now I Get It!” Grades K–3 36 Ten-Minute Skits about Science, Math, Language, and Social Studies for Fun and Learning by L. E. MCCULLOUGH

Now I Get It!” Grades 4–6 36 Ten-Minute Skits about Science, Math, Language, and Social Studies for Fun and Learning by L. E. MCCULLOUGH

Ancient Israel, Grades K–3 by L. E. MCCULLOUGH

Israel Reborn, Grades 4–6 by L. E. MCCULLOUGH

Plays of the Songs of Christmas by L. E. MCCULLOUGH

America from American Folklore, Grades K–6 by L. E. MCCULLOUGH

Wild West, Grades K–3 by L. E. MCCULLOUGH

Wild West, Grades 4–6 by L. E. MCCULLOUGH

Exploration and Discovery, Grades 4–6 by L. E. MCCULLOUGH

To receive prepublication information about upcoming Smith and Kraus books and information about special promotions, send us your e-mail address at info@smithandkraus.com with a subject line of MAILING LIST. Call to order at 877-668-8680, or visit us at SmithandKraus.com.





My First Monologue Book

[image: image]

[image: image]

100 Monologues for Young Children

by Kristen Dabrowski

[image: image]

YOUNG ACTORS SERIES

A SMITH AND KRAUS BOOK





A Smith and Kraus Book
Published by Smith and Kraus, Inc.
177 Lyme Road, Hanover, NH 03755
www.SmithandKraus.com

Copyright © 2006 by Kristen Dabrowski
All rights reserved.
LIMITED REPRODUCTION PERMISSION:
The publisher grants permission to individual teachers to reproduce the scripts as needed for use with their own students.
Permission for reproduction for an entire school district or for commercial use is required. Please call Smith and Kraus, Inc. at (603) 643-6431.

First Edition: November 2006
Manufactured in the United States of America
9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Cover and text design by Julia Gignoux, Freedom Hill Design

Smashwords Edition Published at Smashwords by Crossroad Press


Library of Congress Control Number: 2006938162





To Mary Hyer for being so much fun and to Helen Payne for always being kind.

Plus, special thanks to Addy, Weezie, Gerry, Gordon, and Cat for their stories. You kids are weird!
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Foreword

FOR KIDS

Hello, young actors! Monologue is a big, strange word. But the meaning is simple—it’s one person doing a lot of talking. So monologues are fun for actors to do! You can really show off and have a good time imagining you are a lot of different people.

These monologues are for kids only! Many of the monologues are true stories from my life and from my friends’ lives. People your age have read them and like them. Hopefully, you will, too.

To be really, really good, it helps to practice saying the monologue you choose a bunch of times. Try saying it with different voices, when you’re in different moods, and in different places. Imagine where you are and what your character likes and wears. Dress up for it!

You can practice and perform these monologues for your parents, friends, and even for showbiz people. Feel free to ask your parents for help with any words that you don’t understand. Have fun!

FOR PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND AGENTS

These monologues are about kids and for kids. Often, kids are given material meant for adults or adult actors. This is hard for them to read and act. This book contains situations kids can relate to and understand. Some of the words may be challenging on the page, but they are easily understood.

Inside, you’ll see a great variety of scenarios and emotions to choose from. Often, the monologues change mood or direction so the actor can show a range. They are kept short and sweet so they don’t overwhelm. A few are particularly brief, though specific and finely tuned, for early readers.

There are a lot of character types that kids recognize from their lives—the show-off, the chicken, the boss, the teacher’s pet, etc. Encouraging them to really play up the feelings and character types often has dramatic results. I have often seen shy children transform into big hams!

If you’d like, change a girl’s speech to a boy’s speech or vice versa. If you need or want to change a word, do it! You can do anything you want with these monologues. Teachers, these monologues may spark the imaginations of your students. See if they can write their own.

The topics and language are kid-tested and approved from my work in New York schools and summer camps. Enjoy and explore!

Kristen Dabrowski





FUN AND GAMES

Games are fun! (Sometimes …)
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JOE


Joe just finished playing a board game with his family. He lost.



I hate losing! You cheated! This game is stupid. I don’t care if I broke the game board.

I don’t see why she’s crying; I’m the one who lost this stupid game. You have no reason to be upset! I’m never, ever playing this game again!

Don’t worry. I’m already going to my room. It’s better than being here.
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