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Teedie .. Johnnie

didn’t have much in common—but they shared a love of the outdoors.
They both loved a good story, too. And that was enough to change

America.
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For Danny and Jeff

—B.R.

For Joan Raines,
thank you for everything.
You are a treasure!
—M.G.
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Roosevelt’s train stopped in cities and towns along its route toward
Yosemite. At each stop, bands played, officials gave speeches, and people

crowded the platform to catch a glimpse of the popular president the
newspapers nicknamed “Teddy.”

S
i

g - N
i
i
3
A\
\ .
7 === 4 e
= = DN~ Ao
N 7 Z i
i K .
’ "l <
& oy ] oy o
W L -7 (7%
B 0 > 4 &
\ e = N
T 1y B =
= (}I 3
: \
7 -
l fe' \ \
K. /o } 7
o ;. \ |
= )
o A
7/ ; = 7
y = e o 15
O e 8
A 7 ~
A< TN . ]
) &
A 3
- 2, <
: 4 g
b 8
) i 4 €
i 7






OEBPS/images/barb_9781101648896_epub3_007_r1.jpg
The president thought about those mountain forests for a long time.

Most people, even his own experts, thought America had so much
wilderness it couldn’t ever be used up!

Was John Muir right? Could the forests disappear? How could the
government help? As president, Teedie needed answers.

Roosevelt wrote John Muir a letter. The president was planning a long
trip to the western states. He asked John Muir to take him camping in
Calfornia’s Yosemite wilderness at the end of the trip. If America’s

forests needed help, the president wanted to see those trees for

himself.
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Teedie settled into his favorite chair. He loved to end the day reading.
Tonight, he chose a book by John Muir. Muir’s adventures in California’s
Sierra Mountains sounded just about perfect to the busy president.

It was strange then, when Muir ended his story by asking for help . . .

help for trees! He said the wild forests were vanishing. He called on the

government to save them.
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OHN MUIR’S family had

called him Johnnie since

he was a boy. He grew up
in the Midwest, the son of poor
immigrant farmers. Johnnie was
tall, thin, and quiet, with shaggy
hair that curled into a long
beard. He loved the outdoors:
studying, sketching, and writing
about plants. He hiked the
American wilderness alone and
wrote about his travels. John
Muir became a world-famous
naturalist and protector of wild
places with a special love for the
Yosemite wilderness near his

farmhouse in California.
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|_ HEODORE ROOSEVELT’S
, = family had called him
l_ Teedie since he was a
boy. He grew up in one of the
oldest, richest families in New
York City. Teedie was short
and brawny, with a fashionable
mustache. He loved the out-
doors: hunting, fishing, and
riding horses. He attended
law school before becoming a
politician. Theodore Roosevelt
became the youngest president
of the United States, and lived
with his wife and six children in
the White House in Washington,
D.C.






