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Author’s Note

 

 

The intention for this book is threefold: 

 

Firstly, to encourage citizens of Africa to organise themselves as stakeholders in the governance of their countries and local communities. By so doing, they will be taking advantage of their democratic right to participate as active citizens in the development and governance of their communities and ultimately in their nation as a whole. 

 

This book makes a proposition that’s intended to be a counterveiling force to the negative practices of party politics. It aims to empower the general populace to become partners and ‘co-developers’ with their governments. South Africa is used as a case study as it is the closest experience to the writer and was the subject of the discussions that gave rise to this work. Furthermore, South Africa makes a good case study because it has set itself constitutionally to be a participatory democracy.   Its Department of Constitutional Government and Traditional Affairs, the ministry responsible for participatory democracy, has in this context developed a Policy Framework that expresses these sentiments without reservation. However, this role that was envisaged for the people of South Africa by their constitution, has not been realised by the majority of the population as yet. The multitudes of destructive protest actions are evidence of a people who do not yet realise that there’s a better way for their voices to be heard.

 

Secondly, this book promotes a shift towards the practice of electing quality governors on the basis of meritocracy at all levels of government. Its intention is to promote the selection of ethical leaders who have the interest of their communities at heart, who are accountable to the community, and who can be called back from office by their community if they fail to perform. As such, citizens in communities become drivers actively involved in the well-being of their communities rather than passive spectators. In this book the terms ‘People’s Government’ and ‘People Centred Government’ have the same meaning and are thus used interchangeably.

 

Thirdly, this book promotes a shift towards a new Value system to replace the current state of moral degradation that’s responsible for much of South Africa’s problems. It proposes that a moral compass is needed to provide a solid foundation for restoring ethical leadership, effective institutions, and ultimately a thriving, prosperous, developing nation.  History has shown that great empires of the world were built up on the solid bedrock of moral values that were instrumental to their development. Their demise always followed a collapse of moral standards as they moved from long held conservative traditions. It is hoped that as we inculcate a new value system into the spirit of our nations, a new ethos of high moral consciousness will eventually take root, both within governance and among the population.
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CHAPTER 1

RESTORING THE FORGOTTEN DREAM
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“We, the people of South Africa, declare for all our country and the world to know:  that South Africa belongs to all who live in it, black and white, and that no government can justly claim authority unless it is based on the will of the People; our country will never be prosperous or free until all our people live in brotherhood, enjoying equal rights and opportunities; that only a democratic state, based on the will of all the people, can secure to all their birthright without distinction of colour, race, sex or belief...

(Freedom Charter, 1955.  Passed by The Congress of the People)

 

THE PEOPLE SHALL GOVERN!

 

“Every man and woman shall have the right to vote for and to stand as a candidate for all bodies which make laws.  All people shall be entitled to take part in the administration of this country…”

(Freedom Charter, 1955.  Passed by The Congress of the People)

These were the resounding sentiments expressed in the Freedom Charter, upon which the new South Africa’s Constitution was based. The reverberating statements that were clearly very important to all the people present were: ‘The People Shall Govern’, ‘governance according to the will of the people’ and ‘the right for all citizens to take part in administering the country’. Expressed in these statements was a clear desire by the people, to see a nation founded on love and brotherhood, within the context of a strongly ‘people driven’ government.

This sentiment found its









		[image: Image]Animosity between political parties often hampers participation, and civil society is often deliberately excluded from governance.

		The functioning of ward committees is affected by the lack of capacity of elected members. 

		Communities sometimes perceive that ward committees are ‘owned’ by the ward councillor.

		The communication links between the councillor, the ward committee, and the community are insufficient. Greater public understanding of ward councillor roles and responsibilities is a critical missing link in this public accountability mechanism (The World Bank, 2011). [1]
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