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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Introduction
A Game of Thrones is delighting a new group of fans, even as book lovers have been enjoying the series for decades. But its biggest downside onscreen is the enormous host of characters (far more enormous in the books – the fan-created wiki has over 5,000 pages). Too many times at parties I hear people wondering, “Who was that guy, you know, the one who works for Tyrion?” Or “Which one is he again?” The lengthy history of the Targaryens has been lost to television watchers, and with it the roots of the battle between fire and ice, as Old Nan’s tales wake once more. 
At parties, the fans demand to know how Robb could marry so foolishly, or wonder who destroyed Winterfell. Did Illyrio know what he was doing when he gave Daenerys exactly three dragon eggs? What are the Faceless Men plotting? Characters’ motivations are messy, or sometimes hidden, from schemers like Varys or Tywin to pawns like Sansa and Ros. 
And of course, there are the great mysteries of the series: Who is Jon’s mother? What do the Others want? Who will Daenerys marry and what is the Targaryens’ real gift? How will it all end?
This book is intended to help, exploring motivations and answering the fans’ burning questions through deep character analysis, symbolism, and prophecy. Jon and Bran’s classic hero journeys and Daenerys’s heroine journey indicate where the characters are heading. A guide to people and places has been provided as well. All of the above focuses on events of the show, keeping free of dreaded “spoilers” and characters cut for time while nonetheless providing deeper insights from the books. Interviews with producers, actors, and Martin himself likewise aid in understanding the greater story. 
Martin’s characters are heavily based in British history, but with many nods to Rome, as well as myths from the Celts, Norse, and Greeks, and even the Bible. King Arthur and Robin Hood have their moments in Martin’s saga, though no series more so than The Lord of the Rings. For fans reading the books, there are many more references, covering everything from Conan the Barbarian to The Princess Bride. Also, Monty Python, Blackadder, and The Three Stooges make appearances as Martin tests who’s truly paying attention.
George Raymond Richard Martin has been called “the American Tolkien,” and he’s consistently on the New York Times Bestseller list, with millions sold. Along with A Song of Ice and Fire (the book series – A Game of Thrones is the title of book one) he edits the Wild Card anthologies and has written many science fiction, horror, and other short stories, many of which briefly appear in Ice and Fire. 
Readers today eagerly anticipate the last two Ice and Fire books along with more short stories set in Westeros…the next of which is due to arrive December 2013. Between the books and show, this series is set to continue far into the future. 
Chapter 1: The Chronicle of the Targaryens
 
The Loss of Valyria 
The great empire of Valyria was the most advanced civilization of its time, covering much of the eastern continent, Essos. Forty families strong in magic (including the Targaryens) ruled, conquering the known world. For some reason that remains a mystery, they colonized the isle of Dragonstone, but did not begin to conquer Westeros. 
When most powerful, the Valyrian Freehold built all the current Free Cities (except Braavos). The Valyrians molded rock like clay to make ancient roads, as well as Dragonstone Castle, where Stannis now lives. With thousands of slaves, they excavated the Fourteen Flames, a great ring of volcanoes, for precious metals. About a hundred years before Aegon’s Landing, when the first Targaryen dragon rider came to Westeros from across the sea, the land was suddenly destroyed. 
Little is known of this event, referred to as the Doom of Valyria. A great (and unspecified) cataclysm that sounds much like a volcano fragmented the land into many islands. The area, called the Smoking Sea, is now described as “demon-haunted,” and it is said, “The Doom still rules in Valyria” (V:73).
Tyrion Lannister reads in his books that in a single day every hill for 500 miles split asunder to fill the air with ash and smoke and fire, blazes so hot and hungry that even flying dragons were engulfed and consumed. Great rents had opened in the earth, swallowing palaces, temples, entire towns. Lakes boiled or turned to acid, mountains burst, fiery fountains spewed molten rock a thousand feet into the air, red clouds rained down dragonglass and the black blood of demons, and to the north the ground splintered and collapsed and fell in on itself as an angry sea came rushing in. “The proudest city in all the world was gone in an instant, its fabled empire vanished in a day, the Lands of the Long Summer scorched and drowned and blighted” (V:446). 
Dragons, which filled Valyria, are rumored to have originated in the Shadow Lands beyond Asshai to the south-east. The Valyrians learned to control them with magic and fashioned great horns of magic and Valyrian steel to become the dragons’ masters. Aegon the Conqueror came from Valyria with his dragons, dragon horns, magic, and Valyrian steel, the secrets of all of which have been lost to time. But Old Valyria may hold the key to mankind’s salvation.
 
Questions and Echoes:
	Valyria was destroyed by fire – likely a series of volcanic eruptions. It had much forgotten lore, from magical roads to the Valyrian steel and dragons that could fight the Others. Perhaps its fire magic holds the key to defeating the ice creatures. The Smoking Sea is a place of salt and smoke, like Dragonstone – the Azor Ahai prophecy might take place at either.

 
·         Tyrion puzzles why the Old Valyrians colonized the one island and nothing more, thinking, “Odd, that. Dragonstone is no more than a rock. The wealth was farther west, but they had dragons. Surely they knew that it was there” (V:76). Did Dragonstone give them exactly what they needed? Or did they fear the frozen Others?
 
·         What magic is still waiting on Dragonstone and why hasn’t Stannis discovered it? Martin comments, “If you look at how the citadel of Dragonstone was built and how in some of its structures the stone was shaped in some fashion with magic... yes, it’s safe to say that there’s something of Valyrian magic still present.”[i] 
 
·         Is fire magic why Dragonstone called to the Valyrians? Or was it the volcanoes seething within? What magic does Dragonstone still offer?
 
·         Already, there has been one apocalypse through ice – The Long Winter of Old Nan’s tales – and one through fire. Now ice is beginning again. Is the Doom of Valyria significant? One curious fan asked Martin: “Was the Doom related to dragons, i.e., did the Valyrians lose control of some of the dragons, or was there some sort of civil war fought with dragons much like occurred later in Westeros?” He responded with a simple “No comment.”[ii] Since he commonly suggests that fans’ particular exotic theories are unlikely to bear fruit, or responds to deep analysis by saying “Sometimes a cigar is just a cigar,” there may be something here. In book four, it is suggested that the Faceless Men were involved in the Doom (IV:322). Their magic, like that of the Red Priests, seems unspecified but powerful. 
 
·         The Valyrians enslaved and terrorized the people of current-day Slaver’s Bay. Daenerys’s constant claims that she’s descended from the dragon may be enraging the people of Essos more than ensuring their loyalty. 
 
·         Daenerys the Dreamer (ancestress of the current Daenerys) foresaw the Doom and convinced her father, the head of House Targaryen, to leave Valyria. They traveled to Dragonstone, and the Doom fell twelve years later. Of course, a second Doom may come. Daenerys notes in A Dance with Dragons that that the Dothraki sea is going dry and the grasses are dying. Perhaps the old world is burning once more. 
 
·         Six hundred years ago, Hardhome beyond the Wall exploded in what sounds like a volcanic eruption, or possibly the work of monsters. The “screaming caves” nearby seem to be “haunted by ghouls and demons and burning ghosts.” Valyria’s doom may already have been repeated (V:522) . This event may be related as well. Was it a volcanic eruption? Or dragons, tunneling as we see Daenerys’s dragon Viserion do? Or the firewyrms described as “boring” through soil and stone (IV:321)? The fabled Horn of Joramun, lost in the North, can allegedly awaken “giants from the earth” (II:276). Can it summon one or the other of these creatures? Or literal giants? Or volcanic eruptions that could bring down the Wall? All of these events killed many and devastated the land. Another such event may be coming…
 
·         Valyria’s destruction may have been caused by excess of fire and dragon magic. Now the world is threatened with ice. It may be a balance is needed to save the world from utter destruction. 
 
Aegon the Conqueror
After the Doom, which killed most dragons in the world, the Targaryens still had three: Vhagar, Meraxes, and Balerion the Black Dread – the royal heads of House Targaryen rode them: Aegon the Conqueror on Balerion, with his sisters Visenya on Vhagar and Rhaenys on Meraxes. Arya mentions a particular admiration for the conquering princesses on their magical dragons, swords blazing.
Aegon the Conqueror apparently had never stepped foot on Westeros before the Landing. Like Daenerys, he was born on Dragonstone. He conquered Westeros with his sword Blackfyre and he had children with his sisters as their dragons did in the great Dragonpit of King’s Landing. Aegon eventually conquered six of the kingdoms of Westeros and made peace with Dorne, the seventh. His dragonfire burned down Harrenhal and enemy armies alike. He converted to the Faith of the Seven and won the support of the High Septon in Oldtown. The high Septon prayed for seven days and nights in Oldtown and then anointed him, “For the Crone had lifted up her lamp to show him what lay ahead” (IV:421) . Aegon founded King’s Landing and forged the Iron Throne from the swords of those who surrendered to him. 
 
Questions and Echoes:
	Daenerys names her ships for Aegon’s dragons and likewise intends to arrive on Westeros and conquer it. She may need a Valyrian sword like Aegon’s Blackfyre to be her Lightbringer or battle the Others.

 
·         Aegon wed his sister Visenya, who was a warrior with a Valyrian steel sword called Dark Sister and gifts of sorcery. Jon Snow, a warrior of the Night’s Watch with warg magic himself may echo her. If so, Daenerys may also need a softer man to finish her triad and ride her dragons. Aegon’s other sister-wife, Rhaenys, was fun and playful, sensual and creative, with a love of music and poetry. Visenya crowned Aegon, and Rhaenys hailed him as king. The lords and knights cheered him but the small folk cheered the loudest.[iii] All this may come to pass for Daenerys, without her conquering the kingdoms one by one as her ancestor did. But whom will she choose for her two companions?
 
Targaryen History
The Dance of Dragons
The Dance of Dragons was a major civil war. King Viserys I Targaryen raised his only child, Princess Rhaenyra, to inherit. However, he then married again and had two sons and a daughter. Under the law of male primogeniture as practiced throughout Westeros (but not in Dorne) Viserys was expected to name his eldest son heir, not his eldest child. The Seven Kingdoms divided between Queen Rhaenyra and King Aegon II. The Targaryen family itself became divided, and dragon-rider battled dragon-rider over Westeros. Many dragons and younger scions of House Targaryen were slain. When Aegon and Rhaenyra battled at last, his dragon swallowed her, though her son (also named Aegon) continued the war. Joffrey chortles about this while showing Margaery around the Sept on the show. When Aegon II finally died in battle, Aegon III, Rhaenyra’s son, claimed the throne. The few remaining Targaryens and dragons after the war were sadly diminished. In Aegon III’s time, the last dragon died. Martin’s short stories note, “The summers have been shorter since the last dragon died, and the winters longer and crueler.”[iv]
Since this time, the Targaryens have not allowed queens to inherit the throne – with this policy in place, Daenerys could rule through her husband or son but not in her own right. (King Robert and the Small Council note that Daenerys is only a threat if she bears a son, specifically). Of course, between the shattered, warring kingdoms and her fierce dragons and Unsullied, the people of Westeros may not hold to this law. 
 
The Blackfyre Rebellion
About a century before the series, Aegon IV, on his death, legitimized all his bastards and bestowed Aegon the Conqueror’s sword Blackfyre on his bastard son Daemon (called the Black Dragon) instead of his trueborn son Daeron II (called the Red Dragon). “Some felt that the sword symbolized the monarchy, so the gift was the seed from which the Blackfyre Rebellions grew,” Martin explains.[v] Daemon Blackfyre was joined by his half-brother, the bastard Aegor “Bittersteel” Rivers, while the bastard Brynden “Bloodraven” Rivers (named for his red birthmark like a raven) remained loyal to the King. 
Finally, at the Battle of Redgrass Field, ten thousand men were killed including Daemon Blackfyre and his twin sons Aemon and Aegon. Bittersteel rallied the rebels and took out Bloodraven’s eye. Bittersteel escaped to the Free Cities with the sword Blackfyre and started the mercenary group known as the Golden Company. When he died, they dipped his skull in gold, the first of many, and swore they’d bring him home one day. 
Bloodraven with his Targaryen sword Dark Sister, and his destiny served as the king’s spymaster for some time, famed for his “thousand eyes and one,” that, like Varys’ little birds, could be found spying in every corner of the kingdom. Later in life, Bloodraven joined the Night’s Watch. He becomes a major plot point in A Dance with Dragons, as does the Golden Company…it seems this war is still being fought.
One year after the battle, King Daeron’s sister Daenerys wed Prince Maron Martell, and Dorne entered the Seven Kingdoms. This Daenerys watched her children swimming in the Water Gardens of Dorne and realized common and royal were indistinguishable, all innocent and deserving of her protection. “It is an easy thing for the prince to call the spears, but in the end, the children pay the price” (V:510). Daenerys herself is learning this lesson across the sea in Slaver’s Bay. 
A decade later, Daemon’s son, styling himself Daemon II Blackfyre, tried to raise a second rebellion, but Bloodraven, the king’s spymaster, prevented him. Ser Duncan the Tall and his squire, Egg, got wind of the plot and fought to aid the crown. By this point, the sword Blackfyre had vanished. After, there were three further Blackfyre rebellions, before their house was at last wiped out. The last of these, called the War of the Ninepenny Kings (fought under Aegon V), included such fighters as Ser Barristan Selmy, Jon Arryn, and Brynden the Blackfish. 
Questions and Echoes:
	The importance of Valyrian steel swords is emphasized here, of course. These swords may be able to kill the Others, to say nothing of being needed for the Lightbringer legend. Does either of these tales explain why they’re so prized? What are their powers? 
	Visenya, Aegon the Conqueror’s older sister, wielded Dark Sister, a fact Arya specifically mentions on the show. Bloodraven inherited it and likely carried Dark Sister to the North. Perhaps he knew he’d need it more than the Targaryens. 
	The Golden Company, formed of all the rebellious Targaryen bastards, still may have Blackfyre, sword of the king. If not, where is it? Will Daenerys, who’s also in the east, take it from them? Will their Targaryen blood prove significant?
	What of Brightroar, the Lannister ancestral sword lost in Old Valyria?
	Why did Bloodraven join the Night’s Watch? Was he curious about the White Walkers? Seeking the children of the forest? Or something else?
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Dunk and Egg
Young Prince Aegon, fourth son of Prince Maekar, himself the fourth son of Daeron II (see above), attended the great tourney at Ashford. Seeking adventure, Aegon ran away from his drunken older brother and offered to be squire to an impoverished hedge knight, Ser Duncan the Tall. Ser Duncan was young and desperate to win his first tournament and establish himself, and he was persuaded to take on young “Egg,” as the boy called himself. Ser Duncan ran afoul of a mad Targaryen prince, and after many events, Prince Maekar agreed to let his son travel with Ser Duncan and learn the ways of chivalry. Dunk and Egg journeyed from Dorne to Winterfell, in a series of highly beloved short stories by Martin. (The Hedge Knight, The Sworn Sword and The Mystery Knight,with others to come. These are available in various collections, listed in the Bibliography.) 
When Maekar died, his two oldest sons had already perished, and the third, Aemon, had become a Maester (seen as the long-lived Maester Aemon on the Wall in Jon’s time). Aegon took the throne as Aegon V, called “Aegon the Unlikely,” as he had been so unlikely to inherit. He rained justly for twenty-six years with Ser Duncan the Tall as the Lord Commander of the Kingsguard. He had several children, including his daughter Rhaelle, who was grandmother to Robert Baratheon. In the third episode, writers dropped an Easter egg in for fans when Old Nan offers to tell Bran a story about Ser Duncan the Tall, adding “Those were always your favorites.”
 
Summerhall 
Believing a hot enough fire might hatch the last dragon eggs, Aegon V tested his theory at the Targaryen residence of Summerhall. In fact, the fire blazed out of control and Aegon V, his first son Prince Duncan the Small, and Ser Duncan the Tall were all killed in the blaze. In the chaos, his married grandchildren Rhaella and Aerys (later known as the Mad King) had a son they named Rhaegar. Summerhall would haunt the prince all his life. Aegon’s second son Jaehaerys’ reign only lasted three years, and then his son, Aerys II, assumed the throne. (In a minor change from the books, Aerys II on the show is said to be the son of King Aegon V, rather than his grandson, simplifying the relationship between Maester Aemon and his nephew – not great-nephew – Mad King Aerys.)
Ser Barristan reflects that Daenerys’s infatuation with a commoner is weakening her throne in the Free Cities, and compares it to all the doomed relationships of her family:
 
Prince Rhaegar loved his Lady Lyanna, and thousands died for it. Daemon Blackfyre loved the first Daenerys, and rose in rebellion when denied her. Bittersteel and Bloodraven both loved Shiera Seastar, and the Seven Kingdoms bled. The Prince of Dragonflies [Prince Duncan] loved Jenny of Oldstones so much he cast aside a crown, and Westeros paid the bride price in corpses.
 
He ends by noting that treason and turmoil followed, “Ending at Summerhall in sorcery, fire, and grief.” (V:875). Certainly, this cycle of history is repeating. 
 
Rhaegar and the Trident
Aerys II grew increasingly mad after he was abducted during a brief uprising known as the Defiance of Duskendale. Barristan the Bold managed to rescue him, but the damage was done. In revenge for his Hand Tywin Lannister’s uselessness (for during the siege, Tywin and his army had stood outside the gates, afraid to endanger the king by attacking), Aerys stole Tywin’s heir Ser Jaime for his Kingsguard and rejected his sister Cersei’s hand for his son Rhaegar, preferring Elia Martell of Dorne. Refusing to leave his castle, Aerys grew increasingly obsessed with fire, burning his subjects alive and commissioning thousands of jars of wildfire. 
Prince Rhaegar, his father’s heir, was obsessed with the prophecy that a great prince would be born of his parents’ line. He named his son Aegon after Aegon the Conqueror and added, “What better name for a king?” On his birth, he pronounced, “He has a song…He is the prince that was promised, and his is the song of ice and fire” (II.701). He named his daughter for Aegon the Conqueror’s sister-wife, and wanted a second daughter to complete the triad. When his wife only produced one sister for Aegon reborn, then was rendered infertile, Rhaegar began planning. 
During the Tourney at Harrenhal, at which the Starks met a young Howland Reed, Crown Prince Rhaegar offended Robert Baratheon by naming his betrothed, Lyanna Stark, as Queen of Love and Beauty.
 
Ned remembered the moment when all the smiles died, when Prince Rhaegar Targaryen urged his horse past his own wife, the Dornish princess Elia Martell, to lay the queen of beauty’s laurel in Lyanna’s lap. He could see it still: a crown of winter roses, as blue as frost. (I:631)
 
When Rhaegar ran away to Dorne with Lyanna, her father and brother Lord Rickard Stark and Brandon Stark rode to King’s Landing to protest and Aerys burned them alive while a horrified Ser Jaime watched. Aerys then demanded that Jon Arryn, Lord of the Eyrie, surrender his wards Robert Baratheon and Ned Stark (Lyanna’s brother) for execution. This began a civil war. 
House Tully joined the rebels, following the marriage of Ned and Jon to Catelyn and Lysa Tully respectively. Robert Baratheon killed Rhaegar in the Battle of the Trident, and with the death of the heir-apparent, the Targaryen supporters lost hope. Following this, Tywin Lannister, who had not declared himself during the conflict, rode to King’s Landing. Unlike Varys, who counseled caution, Grand Maester Pycelle advised the mad king that Tywin could be trusted, and the gates were opened. Tywin Lannister then declared for Robert, sacked the city, and had his knights, led by Gregor Clegane, “the Mountain that Rides,” murder Rhaegar’s small children Rhaenys and Aegon, along with Rhaegar’s wife Elia. Ser Jaime stabbed King Aerys in the back. 
The pregnant Queen Rhaella and her small son Prince Viserys fled to Dragonstone, where Rhaella died giving birth to Princess Daenerys amidst salt and smoke. Her children were spirited to the Free Cities by the king’s master-at-arms, Ser Willem Darry, but left to wander and seek wealthy friends after their guardian died. On the strength of his success in battle and his Targaryen grandmother, Robert Baratheon became king and wed Cersei Lannister. Jon Arryn became his Hand.
Of course, these events fuel the conflicts of the series, especially season one. All the adults remember the war, and Jon, Ned, and Robert’s friendship was founded on it. Ser Barristan the Bold, Varys the Spymaster, Grand Maester Pycelle, and others worked for King Aerys before they transferred their loyalty to Robert. The mystery of Jon Snow’s parentage, Jaime’s legacy as Kingslayer, Cersei, Catelyn, and Lysa’s political marriages all remain dangling threads woven into the tapestry of story. 
 
The Saga Begins
A Game of Thrones (the novel) begins with the prologue of White Walkers attacking a few rangers, then the first chapter with the Stark children finding the direwolves during a deserting ranger’s execution. The show starts the same way. Many wonder why we start after Robert’s Rebellion, in a time of (temporary) peace. However, most books begin in a time of calm…moments before the epic struggle begins to unfold. The peace allows us to get to know characters slowly: First the Starks, then King Robert and his entourage, then the people of King’s Landing and the larger world. Martin comments:
 
I don’t really remember why I decided that point; it probably wasn’t a conscious decision. I mean, you are sitting down and you wait... the story just comes to you and you follow its needs. For me, the story started with the direwolves in the snow and that was the first chapter written; then I wrote the second and the prologue, which comes before all of that, was written later, so the first thing I actually wrote was that scene in the snow. Everything sets in motion from there.[vi] 
 
Thus the history of Westeros informs the actions of the characters, with old alliances and conflicts reaching through the ages to today. 
You Win or You Die:
Chapter 2: Agendas on Game of Thrones
 
Most characters, from the Tyrells to the Baratheons, want power. In fact most characters are quite upfront about their agendas. Some of the coming-of-age stories – Daenerys, Jon, Robb, and Theon’s arcs, for instance, are seen with them struggling between painful options as they choose what really matters. A few other characters are mysteries, leaving viewers divided on Varys’ secret agenda or Sansa’s perplexing words and actions. A deeper look, character by character, may offer clearer insight. (This is meant as character analysis – characters who offer startling spoiler-style revelations about who murdered who or what they’ve really been plotting are not included in this section.)
 
Petyr Baelish’s Obsession
Petyr Baelish was born to an insignificant house on the smallest of the Fingers, hence his nickname Littlefinger. His father, a sellsword’s grandson, befriended his liege lord Hoster Tully and Petyr was sent to foster with him at Riverrun. Growing up alongside the lord’s children, Catelyn, Lysa and Edmure, Petyr fell in love with Catelyn. This lady, however, was betrothed to her social equal, Brandon Stark, and chose the powerful lord her father had selected over her childhood friend. A jealous Petyr challenged the much older and larger Brandon to a duel for her hand. Beforehand, Catelyn begged her fiancé for Petyr’s life, so Brandon only left him a scar and a lifelong sense of humiliation. Brandon was killed by King Aerys, and, while Petyr sent Catelyn a hopeful letter, she burned it unread and married Brandon’s brother Ned.
Lysa in turn was in love with Petyr, and in the series, Petyr boasts around King’s Landing that he had both Tully girls’ maidenheads. After Lysa married Jon Arryn, she convinced her husband to give Petyr an appointment, and later to name him Master of Coin. 
 
Ten years ago, Jon Arryn had given him minor sinecure in customs, where Lord Petyr had soon distinguished himself by bringing in three times as much as any of the king’s other collectors. King Robert had been a prodigious spender. A man like Petyr Baelish who had a gift for rubbing two golden dragons together and breeding a third, was invaluable to his Hand. Littlefinger’s rise had been arrow swift. Within three years of coming to court he had been made master of coin and a member of the small council, and today the crown’s revenues were ten times what they had under his predecessor...though the crown’s debt had grown vast. 
 
Petyr became indispensable to the crown, yet always overlooked and mocked for his birth. No one wanted him to wed their daughters or inherit their holdings, only watch the king’s money. And so Petyr’s resentment grew. 
More than anything, Petyr Baelish wants respect from those who always sneered at him – in particular, he wants Catelyn Stark. His present-day actions all appear to be motivated toward winning back Cat or the nearest substitute.
Littlefinger befriends Ned and gives him a bewildering mixture of good advice and bad. At last he betrays Ned to seize power but also to get Catelyn. His glee as he personally holds a knife to Ned’s throat, the only time in the series he seems to get his hands dirty, emphasizes his agenda. He tries to have Ned sent to the Wall – with him giving up his lands and wife forever, Catelyn will be free to find another, but she won’t be as distressed as she would be on his death. However, Joffrey kills Ned, and Catelyn is left to grieve. In season two, Petyr brings Catelyn her husband’s bones and tries to persuade her to be with him. She’s revolted and rejects him soundly. 
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Rome and the Ancient World
	The Roman politician Crassus, a co-ruler with Caesar and Pompey, dies similarly to Viserys. He fought the Parthian Empire’s enormous cavalry in the lands that had once been Persia. When he lost and was captured, the Parthians acknowledged his status as the richest man of Rome by pouring molten gold down his throat. 

	Arya thinks:

Medieval Europe
	Two famous hunchbacks, Pepin, son of Charlemagne, and Richard III (according to Shakespeare at least) were both condemned by history and their families for plotting to take the throne and betray their more beloved siblings. Tyrion echoes them in many ways. 

The War of the Roses
The Lord of the Rings 
	Several characters like Theon mourn that they aren’t in a fantasy tale where heroes save the day and everyone lives happily ever after. 

Other Fantasy Series 
	Lord Titus Peake is a reference to Mervyn Peake’s famed Gormenghast trilogy, starring Titus Groan. Their banner has three towers, suggesting the series’ moldering castle. Castle Ghaston Grey may be a similar reference. 

Classics
	In the fourth book, some mummers are performing The Lord of the Woeful Countenance, a nod to Cervantes’ Don Quixote, the Knight of the Woeful Countenance (IV: 507).

	In an interview, Martin discussed why his saga is called Ice and Fire, saying that the Wall and the dragons were “the obvious thing but yes, there’s more.” He noted: 

Television, Comics, Football, and More
	When Catelyn drags Tyrion along to the Vale, “Lharys, Mohar, and Kurliket,” Lord Bracken’s men-at-arms, come along. Martin has revealed these are the Three Stooges, Larry, Moe, and Curly.

Martin’s Other Works
	The Fever River echoes Martin’s novel, Fevre Dream.

Mythology and Religion
Bible
King Arthur
	Many characters from medieval romance, including Sigurd and Brynhild or the Arthurian Tristan and Isolde lay a sword between them when they share a bed. Nimble Dick says to Brienne, “You could lay your sword between us,” when suggesting sharing a bed to save money. Jon, who’s clearly read the same books, uses Ghost for that purpose to protect himself from Ygritte. 

Greek Myth
	Prince Rhaegar’s carrying off Lyanna and beginning a massive war that brings down his own family echoes the Trojan War and Helen’s kidnapping.

Norse Myth
	Ragnarok the Apocalypse of Norse myth will be an endless winter, much like the one coming. This section from the Norse Twilight of the Gods shares parallels with Martin’s series, book six of which will be called The Winds of Winter: (italics added below)

Celtic/Irish Myth
	Robert dies gored by a boar. The boar is often directly or indirectly involved in the death of the hero in the great myths and epics, from Culhwch and Olwen to Adonis. In Celtic tradition, the boar was associated with courage and strength as well as sovereignty and protection of the land. “The ancient Greeks associated the boar with winter, so its killing represented the slaying of winter by the solar power of spring.”[l] By contrast, this boar kills the king, and with his death, summer changes to autumn, just as the kingdom deteriorates into war. The courage and strength has killed King Robert rather than allowing him to prevail.
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