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Introduction
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The Catholic Church has stood the test of time. From Good Friday to today, she has stood in the breach as the bedrock for Western Civilization. Make no mistake, the Catholic Church from Jesus’ parables to her Doctors of the Church has addressed and answered every question on a particular topic. Up to a certain point, ideas and concepts may be questioned, but the ultimate authority of the Church cannot. Unfortunately, modernism has led many to trust in themselves rather than in God. These souls question the hierarchy's every move while surrendering to secular society. Meanwhile, the Catholic Church must constantly defend her positions, sometimes apologizing for not holding the “correct” stance. One of the most stark examples revolves around firearms and their use within Western Civilization. Firearms have long been a contentious issue, with both sides questioning their use. However, our enemy has used this ambiguity to cause doubt and confusion, leading to further division in the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church. But how can this be? 

Division can occur through the complexity of Catholic doctrine. Catholicism has a rich and extensive body of theological and moral teachings that have developed over centuries. These teachings encompass a wide range of topics, from theology and morality to social justice and ethics. The intricacy and depth of Catholic doctrine can lead to different understandings and interpretations. Visit any social media platform and ask the simple question of “Is the Pope Catholic?” You will receive several different opinions, all claiming to be valid and correct. They will cite different theologians and Bible verses, slandering those who disagree with them. And these are just fellow Catholics! Magisterial Authority is another reason for a growing divided Catholic Church. While the Catholic Church has a centralized authority structure, including the Pope and the Magisterium (the teaching authority of the Church), not all teachings are equally authoritative. Some teachings are considered infallible and binding on all Catholics, while others are open to various degrees of interpretation. This can lead to differing views on the level of authority and interpretation of specific teachings from different groups with a certain agenda. We see this when the question of justified self-defense involving firearms comes up. Because there is no set Scripture verse, commandment or papal decree on firearms, it has left the door open for people to “put their own spin” on the topic. If that spin is supported by the side with the louder outlet, most people will assume their position is correct. Even though firearms usage is not a part of the Church’s magisterial teaching, it is assumed to be. So how do we navigate through this controversy? 

To navigate this topic, we need to examine the core principles on both sides of the debate. Five principles lay the foundation for discussing the use of firearms in justified self-defense.:


•  Sanctity of Life: The Catholic Church strongly emphasizes the inherent dignity and value of every human life. Some Catholics may view firearms as tools that can cause harm or take lives, and as such, they may approach the issue of gun ownership with caution or advocate for stricter regulations to protect human life.

•  Just War Theory: While the Catholic Church upholds the principle of nonviolence, it also recognizes the concept of a just war as a means of self-defense and protecting the common good in extreme situations. The Church's teachings on just war provide guidelines for evaluating the use of force in specific circumstances. Some Catholics may grapple with the role of firearms in self-defense, weighing the duty to protect oneself and others against the potential for harm.

•  Political Affiliations: Political beliefs and affiliations often intersect with views on the sanctity of life. Catholics with different political ideologies may hold varying positions on issues related to abortion, euthanasia, and other life-related matters. For example, in the United States, Catholic Democrats and Catholic Republicans may have differing perspectives on these issues.

•  Social and Ethical Values: Personal social and ethical values, which may be influenced by a range of factors including religious beliefs, upbringing, and personal convictions, can play a significant role in shaping views on the sanctity of life. Some may prioritize the sanctity of life and the avoidance of violence, while others may prioritize personal freedom and the right to bear arms.

•  Interpretation of Catholic Teachings in a Changing Social Context: Catholicism encompasses a wide range of teachings and principles on social and ethical issues. Catholics may interpret these teachings in various ways, leading to variations in their understanding of specific moral issues. Because society and culture change over time, Catholics may adapt their ethical values in response to these challenges.


Thus this guide comes into play. As the founder of the Armed Catholic, the first Catholic pro 2A advocacy group, and a firearm enthusiast, this book seeks clarity on the topic of guns rather than imposing my own opinions. We will be looking at the Catholic Church’s current stance on self-defense versus what tradition tells us. Next, we will trace the legal history of self-defense in relation to Church teaching as well as examine the concept of proportionality. Finally, we will look at a case of justified self-defense and see how it runs concurrently with Catholic social teaching. 
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Chapter 1:  Is Gun Control a Catholic Issue? 
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Catholics are not obligated to use firearms or even believe you have the right to use them for self-defense, just like they are not obligated to pray the Rosary or attend weekday Mass.  However, this book will reveal that firearms fall within the Church’s teaching on justified-defense. Many in our culture today, even Catholics, disagree with this belief as evidence by a 2018 article from USACatholic.org.

In fact, 70 percent of readers agree that gun control is a Catholic issue.1 Church leaders, especially Bishops, and commentators have continuously held the latter belief. Among the most popular arguments is that one cannot be “pro-gun and pro-life,” as if the two were remotely comparable. Others argue that gun ownership makes it impossible to, according to an article written by Richard B. Patterson “embrace the fundamental nonviolence of Jesus’ message. There is no denying that Jesus calls us to love our enemy and turn the other cheek. Furthermore, His Sermon on the Mount is a clear invitation to a peaceful lifestyle based on justice and nonviolence.”2 I will use the Republic of Texas as another example of mainstream Catholics resistance to firearms. In 2019, the Texas legislature passed Senate Bill 535, stating that people could "carry guns into churches, synagogues or any other places of worship unless the property owners explicitly prohibit firearms with posted signage.”3 Major dioceses, such as Fort Worth and Dallas, were quick to ban firearms inside the church, with then Dallas Bishop Kevin Farrell stating:


Texas has become the 45th state to embrace the cowboy mentality that permits the open carrying of guns. It is difficult to see how this new law allowing persons with concealed handgun licenses (CHL) to openly carry firearms can accomplish anything other than cause people to feel threatened and intimidated.4


The crux of these bishops’ arguments has always been that the average gun owner will make others uncomfortable, even while following the law. Yet, if someone with ill-intent enters into the house of God, how would those men, who are charged with the defense of their families and those around them, ward off a threat? Yes, you can still defend yourself according to Church teachings. But how can you protect your family if you are already at a disadvantage and have no weapon that can combat the aggressor. 

According to Dr. Kevin Miller, moral theologian and assistant professor at Franciscan University of Steubenville: "This is part of the Church's moral teaching, that you have a right to defend your life and to defend the lives of those under your care.”5  The concept of proportionality will be addressed later. But how does the Church’s moral teaching align with self-defense, especially with a firearm. When the question of gun ownership in regards to self-defense arises in the Catholic Church, the response tends to be a shrug with the words, “it depends.”  In 2019, Catholic News Agency interviewed Fr. Thomas Petri, OP and Dr. Kevin Miller concerning the Catholic Church’s actual teaching on guns as it relates to self-defense. Fr. Petri said, "It's important to say that firearms...are something relatively modern in the life of the Church and the history of the Church. The Church tends to think in terms of centuries and not in years.”6

Yes, the Church always looks to her past to properly discern the future. On the other hand, modernity puts the world above the Church's timeless wisdom, thus enslaving mankind.  Almost as if the invention of the microwave and the semi-automatic firearm has rendered Church teaching irrelevant. St. Bruno once declared, “While the world changes, the Cross stands firm.”7 Why do we ignore such beautiful truths? Do we not believe that the teachings of the Church are truly universal? The Catholic Church has provided guidance for over 2,000 years, including times when “weapons of war” were swords, bows and arrows and even rocks. I will be citing the Church’s perennial teaching in this work to support this claim throughout the rest of this book. Fr. Petri correctly asserts that the church thinks in terms of centuries. And although the tools of self-defense have evolved, the principles the Church teaches continue to apply. Despite the vast history at her fingertips, the modern Catholic Church seems more concerned about modernity than eternity. The Church bureaucracy has worked for the last forty-plus years to convince Catholics that we have no right to bear arms in self-defense.
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