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GRAVEYARD ON TITAN
A chilling sci-fi horror by Jay Toney
When the crew of the USSC Icarus lands on Titan, Saturn’s largest moon, they expect ice, methane storms, and the cold silence of deep space. What they don’t expect is a signal—a strange, repeating transmission emanating from their exact landing site. With communications blacked out for eight days and no instructions from Space Command, Captain Samantha Carter orders the crew to proceed with the mission.

But Titan is not as lifeless as it seems.

One by one, the crew begins to unravel as a hidden threat creeps in—silent, camouflaged, and utterly alien. Something hunts beneath the haze, burrows in their minds, and waits inside the walls. As paranoia sets in and the ship topples under violent storms, survival becomes a race against the cold... and something far worse.

By the time rescue arrives, Titan has claimed another victim—and added one more derelict to its ever-growing graveyard.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Chapter 1: Signal in the Shadows
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The USSC Icarus with its five-man crew—commanded by Samantha (Sam) Carter, Carla Thrace as helm officer, Riley Wheeler as sensor officer, Dr. Lou Glover as medical and life sciences officer, and William Robinson as engineer—enters Titan orbit. Their mission is exploratory with no details given other than the landing zone. It’s odd, but not surprising with the number of technology leaks from all levels of government, industry, and even US Space Command. Agents of the Chinese Communist Party have infiltrated all levels of government and industry. Details of their mission will be made available on an as-need basis.

Riley says, “That’s odd.”

“What’s odd?” Sam asks.

“I’m receiving a repeating signal on a low-band comm frequency.”

“A distress signal?”

Riley shrugs. “Don’t know, it’s far from being an SOS. It is unlike anything I have ever heard. And... who is sending it? As far as I know, we are the first people to land on Titan. All prior exploration has been done by robotic probes. There is one more thing, the signal’s origin is coming from our projected landing site.”

“Contact Space Command, and advise them of the comm signal, and send them a recording of it. Ask if they have further instructions.”

“Sorry, Captain, can’t do it. We are in comm out, inside Saturn’s shadow. There is no way to communicate with Space Command until we come around to the other side of the planet.”

“How long?”

“Eight days.”

“Blast our luck... We proceed as ordered. Helm, make preparations for reentry.”

“Yes, Ma’am.” 
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Chapter 2: Descent Through the Haze
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Carla’s fingers dance over the thruster controls, and maneuvering jets fire with brief bursts to orient the Icarus for reentry. The ship approaches its reentry window, and she follows the predetermined course set in the Navigation computer, firing the main boosters for the deorbit burn. Then the ship is turned again for reentry with the nose pitched up fifty-five degrees for aerobraking. The Icarus dips into the atmosphere. The nose and winglet leading edges glow fiery red from friction with the air. There are no flames with the lack of oxygen, giving the crew a clear view of the moon.

It would be clear if it weren’t for the thick methane clouds broken by brief patches of orange-brown haze between them. Carla extends the drag brakes to slow the ship, and lowers the landing struts. The ship shudders violently, descending through atmosphere that is fifty percent denser than Earth’s. The sound of the air rushing by the ship is deafening. She fights to maintain control of the ship’s descent, keeping it on course. It enters the clouds and the sound of wailing banshees is replaced by the hammering of thousands of hailstones.

“Get us out of here before the ship is torn apart!” Captain Carter orders.

“I can’t! If I increase our angle of attack, the ship will be torn apart. If I decrease it, we’ll miss the landing zone. We have to ride it out. The ship should descend through the clouds any moment.”

After a nerve-wracking eternity that lasted seconds, twenty or thirty at the most, the hammering of hailstones lessens, then stops. The view from the cockpit changes from the wispy white and gray of the clouds to an orangish-brown haze. They are through the clouds. Carla uses the thrusters to pitch the nose up until the Icarus is vertical. Then she switches to camera view on the viewscreen.

The ship’s forward motion slows to a halt, and is dropping vertically. The haze clears enough to make out details of the ground, rolling hills, and rivers and lakes of methane. Carla announces, “Switching over to autopilot.”  The drag brakes move to steer the ship to the programmed landing site. The main engines ignite to slow the descent, and continue burning all the way to the ground. They throttle up to cancel all motion at the moment of touchdown, then shut off.

“We’re down,” Carla announces. “Stay seated until I verify that the ship is stable.”

A warning light flashes on the enunciator panel, and warning sirens blare. “What is it?” Sam asks.

Carla uses the external cameras to get views of the ground and landing pads. “Crap! One of the landing pads is on ice. The heat from our engines has softened it. Someone is going to have to go outside, jack it, and shore it up.”
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Chapter 3: First Steps
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“Are we in danger of toppling over?”

“Not at this moment, but when a storm hits, I can’t guarantee the ship will stay upright.”

All eyes turn to Will. “Hey, it doesn’t take a genius to use a hydraulic jack to jack the landing strut, and pile rocks under the pad.”

Lou says, “No, it doesn’t, but you are the engineer. It’s your job.”

“There are only two spacesuits aboard, and both are too small to fit me.”

“The pressure outside is one point four seven bars, about fifty percent greater than Earth’s. Conditions are perfect for using a rebreather, that, a face mask, thermal suit, and insulated gloves and boots is all you need to go outside. I envy you being the first person to set foot on Titan.”

“Then, by all means, take my place.”

“I think not, I’m a doctor, not a mechanic.”

“What about the signal? There may be alien life outside?”

Riley says, “He’s right. We are close to the source of the signal. I still haven’t been able to pin down the source, or make sense of it, but one thing is for sure, it didn’t originate from Earth, or any of the probes sent here.”

Lou says, “Bah! Both of you are scaring yourselves over a boogeyman that doesn’t exist. No life, other than maybe microbial life, can survive in the conditions outside. It is far too cold, and there is no oxygen
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