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PACK LIST

THE WOLF PACK (IN ORDER OF RANK)

ALPHA—a powerful female with a pale coat and yellow eyes

BETA—a male with shaggy gray fur

BOLD—a male with light gray fur

FLEET—a smaller male with brown-and-cream fur

NOBLE—a female with brown-and-gray fur

QUICK—a young male with gray fur and yellow eyes (pup of Graceful, half brother to Pup)

WISE—an older male with tawny fur

GRACEFUL—a female with gray fur (mother to Quick and Pup)

BRAVE—a young male with dark gray fur

DARING—a young female with gray-and-cream fur

STRIDENT—a young male with dark gray fur

OMEGA—a frail and ancient female with light gray fur

PUP—a young male with gray-and-white fur and yellow eyes, not yet Named (pup of Graceful, half brother to Quick)

LONGPAW FANGS (IN ORDER OF RANK)

ALPHA—Sundance—a large black-and-brown male

BETA—Zorro—a smaller black-and-tan male

BELLE—a black-and-tan female

CALAMITY—a young black-and-tan female

LONE DOGS

SNAIL—a male pup with long ears and shaggy brown fur
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CHAPTER ONE

If Pup narrowed his yellow eyes against the sun-dazzle on the snow, he could imagine he was stalking a great deer.

He moved through the trees like a shadow, placing his pads carefully so as not to crunch on exposed pine needles. One paw raised, he froze, pricking an ear forward. An icy breeze blew his prey’s scent to his nostrils, rippling his mane of fur, which was almost as thick now as an adult wolf’s. Pup lowered his muzzle, snuffing silently at the crust of snow. Soon it’ll be a real deer, he thought, or even a giantfur. I could take either of them.

He was close to becoming a full adult of the Pack. Then he would bring down huge prey with his comrades. This is how I’ll stalk. This is how I’ll defend us all against the bite of the long cold. Pup shifted a paw, edging sideways to remain downwind of the creature. I’ll bring many deer to the Pack to fatten our bellies for Ice Wind.

Red fur flashed again between the pine trunks, a few wolf-strides ahead. Yes, deer, he thought hungrily. And elk and mountain goats and . . .

The creature he was stalking sat up on its tiny hind legs, sniffing the air for prey of its own.

. . . Or weasels. Oh well. Pup breathed a silent sigh. Keep your mind on the prey at hand, Pup.

After tonight it would be different. After tonight he would run with the Pack’s hunters. After tonight, he would have his Name.

In the dense forest Pup couldn’t see the horizon, but he knew where it lay, and he gazed longingly in its direction. That was where the full moon would rise tonight; that was where the Pack would gather and give him his Wolf Name. Impatience and excitement churned in his belly: What would it be? Because Pup was nothing. Pup was the name given to all young wolves. His true Name would be given to him for his ferocity, perhaps, or his tracking skills, or the long strides he took as he ran. Longstride. He liked that. . . .

But it was not his choice. His Pack would name him, and that was as it should be. He felt his tail lift with pride, and then it slumped back, and he blinked.

The weasel—I lost it!

A growl rumbled in his throat, but he held it there. You fool! If you’re not going to be Pup anymore, stop acting like one. Determinedly he lowered his muzzle to the ground and paced silently forward, nosing out the sharp tang that would lead him back to his prey.

There! Pup went still again, lowering his shoulders. The weasel was sniffing around a rabbit burrow, mad with hunger itself, and it didn’t see him coming. Pup sprang, snapped, and flung the weasel to the ground.

Not quite dead! It twisted, bared tiny teeth, and bit wildly at his swiping paw, but this time Pup had it. He seized its thin wriggling spine and crunched, feeling it go limp in his jaws.

You should have been a deer. Next time . . .

Pup trotted back up the slope to where the trees thinned out and the snow was deeper. A gray wolf sat there, gazing down at him and holding the corpse of a white rabbit beneath one powerful paw.

“Mother-Wolf.” Pup dropped the weasel respectfully before her, and licked her face in greeting.

“Pup. I watched you.” His Mother-Wolf, Graceful, caressed his jaw in return. “You’re a fine hunter already. But you need to concentrate.” She sounded amused rather than angry.

“I know. I was thinking too much about the moon.”

“That’s not surprising.” Graceful’s voice was soft and full of affection as they turned together and carried their prey back toward the Pack-den. “I can’t believe you’ve grown so fast, and so strong. Tonight will be the finest in your young life, Pup, and I already know you’ll make me proud.” She hesitated, glancing back toward the pine forest, and her voice grew quieter. “I know your father would be proud, too. I wish he could be here to witness your Naming Ceremony. I wish your littermates could be here.”

Pup felt the old twist of sadness in his belly, but it was muted now. He’d never known his littermates, after all: Too weak to survive, they had died within weeks of their birth. He’d been the strong one. Sometimes he wondered, with a vague longing, how it would have been to grow up in the rough-and-tumble of a big wolf family, with brothers and sisters around him, and a wolf-sire to watch as they learned to play and hunt and fight together.

No. Even if his siblings had lived, there would have been no wolf family, at least not a real one. His father, after all, was no wolf.

Pup nuzzled Graceful as they walked. He wished his Mother-Wolf could be less sad; talking of her lost pups and mate always made her melancholy. She shouldn’t think about them—not tonight. Pup was proud, anyway, of his own survival, the sturdy determination that had seen him through. He and Graceful were the family that mattered: the two of them and—of course—the Pack.

The others were resting together in the low golden light of sunset as he and Graceful padded back into their sandstone-walled valley. Wolves sprawled on rocks, soaking up the last of the sun’s rays, or play-fought in pairs, or nibbled fleas and ticks from one another’s shaggy coats. Some rose to greet Graceful with a lick and a soft whine; many of them didn’t. No wolf took any notice of Pup, but he didn’t mind. He was used to that. After tonight, he knew, it would be different.

“You take them both to the prey-store,” Graceful said, dropping her rabbit and nudging Pup
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