
        
            [image: Cover]
        



  	
	    
	      Also by Tamara Hart Heiner

	    

      
	    
          
	      A Kellam High Novel

          
        
          
	          Lay Me Down: A Haunted Love Story

          
        
          
	          Reaching Kylee

          
        
          
	          Considering Margaret

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Goddess of Fate

          
        
          
	          Inevitable

          
        
          
	          Entranced

          
        
          
	          Coercion

          
        
          
	          Destined

          
        
          
	          Goddess of Fate Box Set

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Guardian Angel Academy

          
        
          
	          Year 1: Renegade

          
        
          
	          Year 2: Redemption

          
        
          
	          Year 3: Rebellion

          
        
          
	          Year 4: Revolution

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Kellam High (Italian)

          
        
          
	          Stendimi

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      La vita straordinariamente ordinaria di Cassandra Jones

          
        
          
	          Walker Wildcats Anno 1

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Perilous: Peligro Constante

          
        
          
	          Altercado

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Southwest Cougars Eighth Grade

          
        
          
	          Episode 1: A Fresh Start (The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones)

          
        
          
	          Episode 2: My Fair Lady: The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones

          
        
          
	          Episode 3: Falling Short: The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones

          
        
          
	          Episode 4: Changing Game Plans: The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones

          
        
          
	          Episode 5: Red Flags: The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones

          
        
          
	          Episode 6: Someone Special: The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Southwest Cougars Freshman Year

          
        
          
	          Episode 1: Never Been Kissed

          
        
          
	          Episode 2: Rebound and Glory

          
        
          
	          Episode 3: Kiss and Tell

          
        
          
	          Episode 4: Masquerade

          
        
          
	          Episode 5: Super Star

          
        
          
	          Episode 6: Crushing It

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Southwest Cougars Seventh Grade

          
        
          
	          Episode 1: Growing Girl

          
        
          
	          Episode 2: Lost in School

          
        
          
	          Episode 3: Of Life and Limb: The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones

          
        
          
	          Episode 4: Season of Grace: The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones

          
        
          
	          Episode 5: Coming Up Empty: The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones

          
        
          
	          Episode 6: Branching Out: The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Springdale Bulldogs Junior Year

          
        
          
	          Episode 1: Stealing Hearts: The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones (Springdale Bulldogs Junior Year)

          
        
          
	          Episode 2: Sweet Little Lies: The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones (Springdale Bulldogs Junior Year)

          
        
          
	          Episode 3: What Can't Be: The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones (Springdale Bulldogs Junior Year)

          
        
          
	          Episode 4: Behind Closed Doors: The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones (Springdale Bulldogs Junior Year)

          
        
          
	          Episode 5: Losing Herself: The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones (Springdale Bulldogs Junior Year)

          
        
          
	          Episode 6: The Greatest Loss: The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones (Springdale Bulldogs Junior Year)

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Springdale Bulldogs Year 1: Age 15

          
        
          
	          Becoming Cassandra: Episode 1: The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones

          
        
          
	          Episode 2: On the Edge

          
        
          
	          Episode 3: Dream Crusher

          
        
          
	          Episode 4: Hard Truths: The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones

          
        
          
	          Episode 5: Sweet Sixteen (The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones)

          
        
          
	          Episode 6: Cheerleading and Other Fiascos (The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones)

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones

          
        
          
	          Walker Wildcats Year 2: Age 11 Box set (The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones Episodes 1-7)

          
        
          
	          Southwest Cougars Eighth Grade

          
        
          
	          Southwest Cougars Freshman Year Box Set Episodes 1-6: A High School Book for Girls

          
        
          
	          Springdale Bulldogs Sophomore Year

          
        
          
	          Southwest Cougars Seventh Grade Box Set

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Walker Wildcats Year 1: Age 10

          
        
          
	          The New Girl (The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones)�

          
        
          
	          Episode 2: Club Girls (The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones)�

          
        
          
	          Episode 3: Road Trip (The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones)

          
        
          
	          Episode 4: Fever Pitch (The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones)

          
        
          
	          Episode 5: Miss Popular (The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones)

          
        
          
	          Walker Wildcats Year 1: Age 10: Books 1-6 (The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones Episodes 1-6)

          
        
          
	          Episode 6: Reaching Higher (The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones)

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Walker Wildcats Year 2: Age 11

          
        
          
	          Episode 1: Creature Comforts (The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones)

          
        
          
	          Episode 2: Supreme Talent (The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones)

          
        
          
	          Episode 3: Camping Blues (The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones)

          
        
          
	          Episode 4: Holding It Together (The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones)

          
        
          
	          Episode 5: Birthday Goals: The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones

          
        
          
	          Episode 6: Coming of Age: The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Witch Reborn and Other Twisted Short Stories

          
        
          
	          Vendetta: A Romantic Suspense Vigilante Book

          
        
      

      
    
	    
	      
	      Watch for more at Tamara Hart Heiner’s site.

	      
	    

	  
    


Springdale Bulldogs Year 2: Age 16

Tamara Hart Heiner

ebook edition

copyright 2021 Tamara Hart Heiner

cover art by Tamark Books

 

Also by Tamara Hart Heiner:

 

Guardian Angel Academy series:

Year 1: Renegade (Tamark Books 2021)

Year 2: Redemption (Tamark Books 2021)

 

Perilous series:

Perilous (WiDo Publishing 2010)

Altercation (WiDo Publishing 2012)

Deliverer (Tamark Books 2014)

Priceless (WiDo Publishing 2016)

Vendetta (Tamark Books 2018)

 

Goddess of Fate:

Inevitable (Tamark Books 2013)

Entranced (Tamark Books 2017)

Coercion (Tamark Books 2019)

Destined (Tamark Books 2019)

 

Kellam High:

Lay Me Down (Tamark Books 2016)

Reaching Kylee (Tamark Books 2016)

 

The Extraordinarily Ordinary Life of Cassandra Jones:

Walker Wildcats Year 1: Age 10 (Tamark Books 2015)

Walker Wildcats Year 2: Age 11 (Tamark Books 2016)

Southwest Cougars Year 1: Age 12 (Tamark Books 2017)

Southwest Cougars Year 2: Age 13 (Tamark Books 2018)

Southwest Cougars Year 3: Age 14 (Tamark Books 2019)

Springdale Bulldogs Year 1: Age 15 (Tamark Books 2020)

Springdale Bulldogs Year 2: Age 16 (Tamark Books 2021)

 

Eureka in Love series:

After the Fall (Tamark Books 2018)

Shades of Raven (Tamark Books 2020)

 

Tornado Warning (Dancing Lemur Press 2014)

ebook Edition, License Notes:

This book is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. This book may not be resold or given away to other people. If you would like to share this book with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each recipient. If you're reading this book and did not purchase it, or it was not purchased for your use only, then please purchase your own copy. Thank you for respecting the hard work of this author.

 

This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, businesses, places, events and incidents are either the products of the author’s imagination or used in a fictitious manner. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, or actual events is purely coincidental.

 

 

 

 

 

 

EPISODE 6

Episode 6: The Greatest Loss

[image:  ]

Episode 6: The Greatest Loss

   Contents




​

​

​

Episode 6: The Greatest Loss

CHAPTER ONE Rejection

CHAPTER TWO Collision

CHAPTER THREE Cruelty

CHAPTER FOUR Tensely Trying

CHAPTER FIVE Catch a Date

CHAPTER SIX Weekend Fling

CHAPTER SEVEN Closing her Heart

CHAPTER EIGHT 180 degrees

CHAPTER NINE Daydream Believer

CHAPTER TEN Live-in Boyfriend

CHAPTER ELEVEN Speaking Out

CHAPTER TWELVE Devoted

CHAPTER THIRTEEN Confusing Energy

CHAPTER FOURTEEN Sick for Prom

CHAPTER FIFTEEN Showing Off

CHAPTER SIXTEEN Pushing Boundaries

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN Finding a Path

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN One Last Hurrah

CHAPTER NINETEEN Save Tonight

About the author


 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER ONE

Rejection

 

Stupid ACT.

Why was it required for every high school junior to take this dumb test? Weren’t there any other ways to evaluate a student’s intelligence?

Cassandra called Harper, her best friend, a little after six on Saturday morning before she left for the testing center.

“I’m about to head out the door,” she said. “You ready?”

“Oh, I forgot,” Harper said. “Miles said he’d pick me up. Is that okay?”

The flicker of annoyance and jealousy rose up in Cassandra, but she shoved it down. What could she say? She’d been fighting to get Harper’s attention for weeks, and she was failing. “Yeah. That’s fine. I’ll see you there. Are we still gonna hang out after?”

Harper made a noise in the back of her throat. “I can’t.”

“Fine.” Cassandra hung up without waiting for an explanation. She pushed back angry tears and went into the kitchen to get a protein shake. She knew she needed fuel for her brain if she was going to make it through this test.

To her surprise, Mrs. Jones was up, frying eggs in the kitchen.

“Mom? What are you doing?” It was very unlike her mother to get up so early.

Mrs. Jones put an egg on a plate and handed it across to Cassandra. “I just wanted to make sure you have food this morning. Good luck on your test.”

For some reason the gesture made Cassandra emotional, and the tears slid down her cheeks.

“What is it?” Mrs. Jones said.

“It’s Harper. We were supposed to do something today, but she ditched me for Miles. Again.” Cassandra had not known she could feel such negativity toward the boy she had harbored a crush on for so many years in junior high.

“Oh, honey, I’m so sorry. Why don’t I take you? Then we can go shopping after.”

The universal solution to life’s woes. Cassandra had to admit it worked.

“Yeah.” She gave a wobbly smile. “That sounds fun.”

“All right, just give me a second to brush my teeth and get my purse, and I’ll take you.”

Cassandra waited patiently, cutting her egg yolk and letting it spill out onto the plate. She took a few bites before her stomach curdled and refused to eat more, but she figured that was pretty good. She’d spent the past few months battling an eating disorder, and any food was better than none.

“Do you have everything you need?” Mrs. Jones asked as she backed out of the driveway.

Cassandra nodded, kneading her fingers together as a bunch of nerves erupted in her stomach. “I hate tests.”

“Think of this as your trial run. Don’t worry about how you do. See how it feels and then next time try your best.”

“Good advice.” She exhaled.

Mrs. Jones drove her to the testing center, a large Baptist Church next to Cassandra’s old junior high. A long line of kids already formed around the front of the building, and Cassandra joined them. 

“Driver’s license or ID?” the woman behind the desk asked the girl in front of Cassandra.

Cassandra opened her purse and began to dig through it, looking for her driver’s license so she would be ready when it was her turn.

Her heart nearly stopped when she didn’t find it.

Where was it? She opened her wallet and flipped through the open spaces.

And then she saw something wedged in a pocket, and she remembered it had fallen out when she paid for gas the other morning. She let out a huge sigh of relief and retrieved it just as it was her turn to go up.

The woman marked her name off the list and checked her ID, then said, “I need to check your calculator also.”

Cassandra froze. Calculator? How could she be so stupid not to bring one?

“I—I didn’t realize we could use one.” Oh, she was doomed now. If the math was hard enough to allow them to use a calculator, she may as well just go home.

But the woman shrugged. “We have some you can rent. They’re five dollars. Just go to that table over there.”

For five dollars, it was totally worth it.

The next two hours passed in a grueling whirlwind of test bubbles as she answered the questions and filled out the sheet. The English and reading portion were incredibly easy, the science portion tested her abilities, but the math was impossible.

“You’ve got five minutes,” the test proctor said.

Five minutes! All the other sections she had finished with fifteen or twenty minutes to spare, but she still had ten questions left! There was no way she could get them done before time was up.

Better something than nothing. She filled in the answers at random. She should get at least twenty-five percent of them right.

She saw Harper and Miles after she finished and was leaving the testing center, and they waved. She waved back but didn’t approach them. She still felt hurt and miffed that Harper had traded her.

She crossed over to her mom’s van.

“Well, how did it go?” Mrs. Jones asked, moving her purse from the passenger seat so Cassandra could come in.

“Oh, it was terrible!” Cassandra groaned as she sat down beside her mom. “So bad. I didn’t even answer most of the math questions. But now that I know what it’s like, I’ll do better next time. I’ll actually study.”

“I thought you studied this time?”

“Yeah, but I didn’t know what to study.” She let out a huff and crossed her arms over her chest. “I have to ace this test. It’s the only way I’ll get into Preston Yarborough.”

“There are other schools.”

Cassandra knew that. But she wanted to go to the one her father went to.

“What are you hoping to buy today? You already have your prom dress.” Mrs. Jones glanced at Cassandra as they pulled into the mall.

Cassandra wrinkled her nose and tried not to feel despair as she looked out at the parking lot. She could never come to the mall without thinking of Tiago. Christmas shopping with him, walking hand in hand, back when he loved her. Making out in the car before going home.

“No one’s asked me,” she said. “I don’t know if I’ll go.”

“Honey, you have four weeks still.”

“But everyone is pairing up.” Jason was taking Stephanie. Chris had asked someone. She could only assume Miles and Harper would go together.

“Ask Tiago. It’s his only year in the U.S. I’m sure he wants to go.”

“Not with me, he doesn’t.”

“You’re his friend.”

No, I’m not. But she kept that to herself. She wanted to go with Tiago, more than she wanted to go with anyone else. But would he treat her right? What if he was in his mean mood and made her feel rotten? She wanted to have a marvelous night. “He’s not going to ask me.”

“So ask him.” 

But what if he said no? “I’ll think about it.”

*~*

“Did you get a date to prom yet?” Nicole asked in English class on Tuesday. 

Why was this all anyone talked about? “No, not yet,” Cassandra said, irritated.

Irritated because it was on her mind all the time, too, and it was still a month away.

“You know Shawn’s available,” Nicole said. “And I’ve even talked to him about it.”

Cassandra didn’t say anything. Shawn was a good backup, but how lame was she that she needed that?

Mr. Baudoin cleared his throat, attracting their attention. “I’ve graded your research papers. With only about six weeks of school left, you should know the grade you have right now is likely to be what you finish the semester with. If you’re not satisfied with it, you can expect to work doubly hard on your future assignments to raise it.”

Cassandra heard his words but didn’t internalize them. She had worked hard on this paper, going to the university library to get information and organizing her knowledge of Norse mythology extensively. How much harder could she work?

“When I call you up to my desk, I’ll tell you both your grade on the paper and your grade in the class. If you’ve got questions, now is the time to ask.”

Cassandra doodled in her notebook until he called her name, then she walked up to his desk.

“I can tell you worked hard on this paper,” Mr. Baudoin said. “But your research, while thorough, didn’t present a solid theory, and you didn’t prove anything. You just provided me with information. Because of that, the paper felt inconclusive. I gave you an eighty-two percent.”

Eight-two? Her heart sank, but she nodded, trying to keep a straight face. 

“You’ve done a good job on the other assignments, which means you have an eighty-seven in the class.”

It was all she could do to not gasp aloud. How was this possible? She had a solid B. And she’d worked so hard to get an A!

“That’s a good grade in here. You should be proud of your hard work.”

She nodded, tightening her jaw to keep her emotions under control. He considered that a good grade. Maybe he thought he was being generous. But between this and her history class, her grade point average was sunk.

She left seventh hour in a bad mood and went to the back doors to wait for Harper and Miles. She wanted to vent to Harper, to tell her what was wrong. But when she showed up, Harper didn’t even glance at Cassandra. She giggled with Miles and plucked at his sleeves and snuggled up against him.

Cassandra didn’t say a word as she led Miles and Tiago out to her car, but her throat ached, and she wanted to sit down and bawl.

The tension was ripe in the car, and Miles didn’t speak either. 

“Thanks for the ride,” he said to Cassandra, sounding relieved to get out of the car.

“Bye,” Cassandra said tersely. She backed up and swung out onto the road as soon as he was in the house.

“What’s wrong?” Tiago asked as soon as they pulled out onto the street.

Of course he’d picked up on her mood. “Stupid stuff,” she said. “I have a bad grade in English. I hate it.”

“You care too much about your grades. You’re smart, and you’re doing great. Try to relax.”

Easy for him to say. He didn’t seem to care about anything. “It’s also Harper. She doesn’t seem to notice me anymore. I’m jealous of her and Miles, and I miss her. I need her.”

“Have you told her?”

Cassandra shook her head. “I don’t feel close enough to her right now.”

Tiago was silent, and she glanced at him. He stared out the windshield, craning his neck and scratching his jaw.

Was this a good moment to ask him to prom? They were talking. He was listening to her. And he’d been huggy with her lately. She took a deep breath. “Will you go to prom with me?”

His hand paused on his jaw, then slowly moved down. He didn’t look at her. He blinked once, then said, still staring straight ahead, “I don’t know.”

He didn’t know? She focused on the road also so the heat in her eyes wouldn’t show. “It’s a yes or no question, Tiago.”

“You’ll get a date, Cassandra. Have you tried Tyler? Maybe John. What about someone from work?”

He didn’t want to go with her. He’d rather see her go with someone else than go with her. She clenched the steering wheel hard as a searing pain lanced through her chest. Still, she kept talking. “I want to have the best time. I want it to be special. And I know it would be with you.”

No response.

She tried one last time. “I need an answer. I’d rather you say no than nothing at all.”

She waited, but he was silent. 

Apparently he didn’t care what she wanted.

Apparently he didn’t care about her at all.

Rage warred with hurt, and she decided she hated him. She never wanted to talk to him again. She certainly didn’t want to go to prom with him.

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER TWO

Collision

 

Cassandra did not talk to Tiago the rest of the evening.

She woke up in the morning still burning with a negative emotion toward him that she couldn’t pinpoint. It felt so much like hatred, but she knew that wasn’t it, not really. She left for Bible study without speaking to him.

She needed to talk to Harper.

She waited at Harper’s locker before school until Harper came in attached to Miles. Harper said goodbye to Miles and then turned to face Cassandra, the smile slipping from her face as her eyes became more serious.

“What’s up?” she asked.

Cassandra let out a little exhale. “Could we talk? There’s a lot on my mind and I want to talk to someone about it.”

Harper nodded. “Yes. I’d like the chance to talk also. How about after school tomorrow?”

Some of the tightness in Cassandra’s chest unfurled, and she gave a small smile. “I’ll plan on it.”

She avoided the hallway where she usually saw Tiago and took a different route to math and oral communications. She was extremely relieved when he wasn’t at the back door after school, either.

Harper must’ve already left for practice, because Miles stood there alone. “Ride home?” he asked.

“Of course.”

He was quiet for the first two minutes of the drive, then he said, “What’s going on with you and Harper?”

Cassandra glanced at him, finding it hard to stay angry at someone who she cared so much for. Miles has been her friend for years. “I’m jealous,” she admitted. “I feel like Harper doesn’t spend any time with me anymore. Because she’s always with you.” It was hard to say that last line, though Cassandra did, shooting a look at Miles.

“Funny you should say so. Harper feels the same way. Except she’s jealous of Inga.”

“Inga?” Cassandra looked at him in surprise. “But Harper is my best friend.”

“Yeah, but you’re spending a lot of time with Inga. She’s who you’re hanging out with.”

“She’s available. A lot of times when I want to do something with Harper, she can’t.”

“You two need to talk about it.”

Cassandra nodded. “We’re going to. We’re doing something tomorrow.”

“Is that what Tiago wanted to talk to her about?”

Cassandra pulled into his driveway. “Tiago?”

“Yeah. He told me he wanted to talk to Harper.”

Why would he want to do that? But then Cassandra knew. Because of what she told him yesterday.

He might not want to go to prom with her, but he was worried about her friendship with Harper.

It made her feel a tiny bit better.

She said goodbye to Miles and pondered why she was so angry with Tiago while she drove home. He hadn’t been mean to her when he rejected her, but the rejection itself burned her soul. She put herself out there asking him, and she’d really believed he’d say yes. It wounded her pride.

Maybe she would go with Owen. He was always so nice to her.

Riley was at church that evening, and Cassandra pulled her aside to ask if it would be all right.

“Would it bother you if I went to prom with Owen?”

Riley gave her a hard stare. “Did he ask you?”

Cassandra shook her head. “I was going to ask him.”

“It would bother me,” Riley said. “I don’t want you to do that.”

Cassandra nodded, understanding but feeling deflated.

Maybe she wouldn’t go after all.

“Did you ask Tiago?”

“Yes. And he turned me down. Or rather, he didn’t even have the courtesy to turn me down. He just—didn’t answer.”

“Maybe he’s thinking.”

“He gave me a list of other guys to go with.”

“Oh.” Riley frowned. “Ouch.”

“Embarrassing,” Cassandra agreed. “I just need to steer clear of him from now until he leaves.”

“What will you do when he’s gone?” 

“I won’t—” she wanted to say “care,” but the word got stuck in her throat as it closed. Hot tears filled her eyes. “One more month,” she gasped out. “One more month until he’s gone.” 

Gone forever. This boy who had touched her heart in such a way that she doubted she would ever recover.

Riley reached over and hugged her. “Want me to beat him up?”

Cassandra laughed in spite
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