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“Having not the Spirit.”—JUDE 19.






READER,



I take it for granted that you believe in the Holy Spirit. The number of people in this country who openly deny the doctrine of the Trinity, is happily not great. Most persons have been baptized in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Many have been taught to repeat the Belief, or Apostles’ Creed, from their youth up. Your lips have probably said a thousand times the solemn words, “I believe in the Holy Ghost.”

But notwithstanding all this, I wish you to con­sider well what you know of the Holy Spirit be­yond His name. What experimental acquaintance have you with the Spirit’s work? What has He done for you? What benefit have you received from Him? You can say of God the Father, “He made me and all the world.” You can say of God the Son, “He died for me and all mankind.” But can you say anything about the Holy Ghost? Can you say with any degree of confidence, “He dwells in me, and sanctifies me?” In one word, Have you the Spirit? This is the question I press upon your attention.

Reader, I believe the question to be one of vital importance at all seasons. I hold it to be one of special importance in the present day. I consider that clear views about the work of the Holy Spirit are among the best preservatives against the many false doctrines which abound in our own times. Suffer me then, at the beginning of a new year, to lay before you a few things, which, by God’s blessing, may help you to answer the inquiry,—Have you the Spirit?

I. Let me explain the immense importance of having the Spirit.

II. Let me point out the great general prin­ciple by which alone the question can be tried,—Have you the Spirit?

III. Let me describe the particular effects which the Spirit always produces on the souls in which lie dwells.

I. Let me in the first place explain the immense importance of having the Spirit.

It is absolutely necessary to make this point clear. Unless you see this, I shall appear like one beating the air all through this tract. Once let your mind lay hold on this, and half the work I want to do is already done for your soul.

I can easily fancy some reader saying, “I do not see the use of this question! Supposing I have not the Spirit, where is the mighty harm? I try to do my duty in this world. I attend my church regularly. 1 receive the sacrament occasionally. I believe I am as good a Christian as my neigh­bours. I say my prayers. I trust God will par­don my sins for Christ’s sake. I do not see why I should not reach heaven at last without troubling myself with hard questions about the Spirit.”

Reader, if these are your thoughts, I entreat you to give me your attention for a few minutes, while I try to supply you with reasons for thinking differently. Believe me, nothing less than your soul’s salvation is bound up in the question before your eyes.

Remember for one thing, if you have not the Spirit, you have no part in Christ, and no title to heaven.

The words of St. Paul are express and unmistakeable: “If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” (Rom. viii. 9.) The words of St. John are no less clear: “Hereby we know that he abideth in us by the Spirit which he hath given us.” (1 John iii. 24.) The indwelling of God the Holy Spirit is the common mark of all believers in Christ. It is the shepherd’s mark on the flock of the Lord Jesus, distinguishing them from the rest of the world. It is the goldsmith’s stamp on the genuine sons of God, which separates them from the dross and mass of false professors. It is the King’s own seal on those who are his peculiar people, proving them to be His own pro­perty. It is the earnest which the Redeemer gives to His believing disciples while they are in the body, as a pledge of the full redemption yet to come in the resurrection morning. This is the case of all believers. They all have the Spirit.

Let it be distinctly understood that he who has not the Spirit, has not Christ. He who has not Christ, has no pardon of his sins,—no peace with God,—no title to heaven,—no well-grounded hope of being saved. His religion is like the house built on the sand. It may look well in fine weather. It may satisfy him in the time of health and pros­perity. But when the flood rises, and the wind blows,—when sickness and troubles come up against him, it will fall and bury him under its ruins. He lives without a good hope, and without a good hope he dies. He will arise again only to be miserable. He will stand in the judgment only to be con­demned. He will see saints and angels looking on, and remember he might have been among them, but too late. He will see lost myriads around him, and find they cannot comfort him, but too late. This will be the end of the man who thinks to reach heaven without the Spirit.

Reader, settle these things down in your mem­ory, and let them never be forgotten. Are they not worth remembering? No Holy Spirit in you,—no part in Christ! No part in Christ,—no for­giveness of sins! No forgiveness of sins,—no peace with God! No peace with God,—no title to heaven! No title to heaven,—no admission into heaven! No admission into heaven,—and what then? Aye! what then? You may well ask. Whither will you flee? What way will you turn? To what refuge will you run? There is none at all. There remains nothing but hell. Not admitted into heaven, you must sink at last into hell.

Reader, mark well what I say. Perhaps it startles you. But may it not be good for you to be startled? Have I told you anything more than simple scriptural truth? Where is the defective link in the chain of reasoning you have heard? Where is the flaw in the argument? I believe in my conscience there is none. From not having the Spirit to being in hell there is but a long flight of downward steps. Living without the Spirit, you are already on the top. Dying without the Spirit, you will find your way to the bottom.

Remember for another thing, if you have not the Spirit, you have no holiness of heart, and no meetness for heaven.

Heaven is the place to which all people hope to go after death. It would be well for many if they considered calmly what kind of dwelling place heaven is. It is the habitation of the King of kings, who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, and it must needs be a holy place. It is a place into which Scripture tells us there shall enter in nothing “that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomi­nation.” (Rev. xxi. 27.) It is a place where there shall be nothing wicked, sinful, or sensual,—nothing worldly, foolish, frivolous, or profane. There, let the covetous man remember, shall be no more money. There, let the pleasure-seeker remember, shall be no more races, theatres, novel-reading, or balls. There, let the drunkard and the gambler remem­ber, shall be no more strong drink, no more dice, no more betting, no more cards. The everlasting presence of God, saints, and angels,—the perpetual doing of God’s will,—the complete absence of everything which God does not approve,—these are the chief things which shall make up heaven. It shall be an eternal Sabbath day.

For this heaven we are all by nature utterly un­fit. We have no capacity for enjoying its happiness. We have no taste for its blessings. We have no eye to see its beauty. We have no heart to feel its comforts. Instead of freedom, we should find it bondage. Instead of glorious liberty, we should find it constant constraint. Instead of a splendid palace, we should find it a gloomy prison. A fish on dry land, a sheep in the water, an eagle in a cage, a painted savage in a royal drawing-room, would all feel more at ease and in their place than a natural man in heaven. “Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.” (Heb. xii. 14.)

For this heaven it is the special office of the Holy Ghost to prepare men’s souls. He alone can change the earthly heart, and purify the worldly affections of Adam’s children. He alone can bring their minds into harmony with God, and tune them for the eternal company of saints, and angels, and Christ. He alone can make them love what God loves, and hate what God hates, and delight in God’s presence. He alone can set the limbs of human nature, which were broken and dislocated by Adam’s fall, and bring about a real unity be­tween man’s will and God’s. And this He does for every one that is saved. It is written of believers, that they are “saved according to God’s mercy,” but it is “by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” They are chosen unto salva­tion, but it is “through sanctification of the Spirit,” as well as “belief of the truth.” (Titus iii. 5. 2 Thess. ii. 13.)

Reader, let this also be written down on the tablet of your memory. No entrance into heaven without the Spirit first entering your heart upon earth! No admission into glory in the next life without previous sanctification in this life! No Holy Spirit in you in this world, then no heaven in the world to come! You would not be fit for it. You would not be ready for it. You would not like it. You would not enjoy it. There is much use made in the present- day of the word “holy.” Our ears are wearied with “holy church,” and “holy baptism,” and “holy days,” and “holy water,” and “holy services,” and “holy priests.” But









































	All who have the Spirit are taught by Him. He is called in Scripture, “The Spirit of wisdom and revelation.” (Eph. i. 17.) It was the promise of the Lord Jesus, “He shall teach you all things. He shall guide you into all truth.” (John xiv. 26. xvi. 13.) We are all by nature ignorant of spiritual truth. “The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God. They are foolishness to him.” (1 Cor. ii. 14.) Our eyes are blinded. We neither know God, nor Christ, nor ourselves, nor the world, nor sin, nor heaven, nor hell, as we ought. We see everything under false colours.—The Spirit alters entirely this state of things. He opens the eyes of our understandings. He illumines us. He calls us out of darkness into marvellous light. He takes away the veil. He shines into our hearts, and makes us see things as they really are. No wonder that all true Christians are so remarkably agreed upon the essentials of true religion. The reason is that they have all learned in one school—the school of the Holy Ghost. No wonder that true Christians can understand each other at once, and find common ground of communion. They have been taught the same language, by one whose lessons are never forgotten.



	All who have the Spirit are led by Him to the Scriptures. This is the instrument by which He specially works on the soul. The Word is called “the sword of the Spirit.” Those who are born again are said to be “born by the Word.” (Ephes. vi. 17; 1 Peter i. 23.) All Scripture was written under His inspiration. He never teaches anything which is not therein written. He causes the man in whom He dwells to delight in the law of the Lord. Just as the infant desires the milk which nature has pro­vided for it, and refuses all other food, so does the soul which has the Spirit, desire the sincere milk of the word. Just as the Israelites fed on the manna in the wilderness, so are the children of God taught by the Holy Ghost to feed on the contents of the Bible.



	All who have the Spirit, are convinced by Him of sin. This is an especial office which the Lord Jesus promised He should fulfil. “When he is come he shall reprove the world of sin.” (John xvi. 8.) He alone can open a man’s eyes to the real extent of his guilt and corruption before God. He always does this when He comes into the soul. He puts us in our right place. He shows us the vile­ness of our own hearts, and makes us cry with the publican, “God be merciful to me a sinner.” He pulls down those proud, self-righteous, self-justifying notions with which we are all born, and makes us feel as we ought to feel,—“I am a bad man and I deserve to be in hell.” Ministers may alarm us for a little season. Sickness may break the ice on our hearts. But the ice will soon freeze again, if it is not thawed by the breath of the Spirit. And con­victions not wrought by Him will pass away like the morning dew.



	All who have the Spirit, are led by Him to Christ for salvation. It is one special part of His office, to “testify of Christ,” to “take of the things of Christ, and to show them to us.” (John xv. 26. xvi. 15.) By nature we all think to work our own way to heaven. We fancy in our blindness that we can make our peace with God. From this miserable blindness the Spirit delivers us. He shows us that in ourselves we are lost and hopeless, and that Christ is the only door by which we can enter heaven and be saved. He teaches us that nothing but the blood of Jesus can atone for sin, and that through His mediation alone God can be just and the justifier of the ungodly. He reveals to us the exquisite fitness and suitableness to our souls of Christ’s salvation. He unfolds to us the beauty of the glorious doctrine of justification by simple faith. He sheds abroad on our hearts that mighty love of God which is in Christ Jesus. Just as the dove flies to the well-known cleft of the rock, so does the soul of Him who has the Spirit flee to Christ and rest on Him.



	All who have the Spirit, are by Him made holy. He is “the Spirit of holiness.” (Rom. i. 4.) When He dwells in men, He makes them follow after love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, meekness, faith, patience, temperance. He makes it natural to them to count all God’s commandments concerning all things to be right, and to hate every false way. Sin is no more pleasant to them. It is their sorrow when tempted by it. It is their shame when they are overtaken by it. Their desire is to be free from it altogether. Their happiest times are when they are enabled to walk most closely with God. Their saddest times are when they are furthest off from Him.



	All those who have the Spirit, are spiritually minded. To use the words of the Apostle Paul, “They that are after the Spirit, mind the things of the Spirit.” (Rom. viii. 5.) The general tone, tenor, and bias of their minds is in favour of spirit­ual things. They do not serve God by fits and starts, but habitually. They may be drawn aside by strong temptations; but the general tendency of their lives, ways, tastes, thoughts, and habits, is spiritual. You see it in the way they spend their leisure time, the company they love to keep, and their conduct in their own homes. And all is the result of the spiritual nature implanted in them by the Holy Ghost. Just as the caterpillar, when it becomes a butterfly, can no longer be content to crawl on earth, but will fly upwards and use its wings, so will the affections of the man who has the Spirit, be ever reaching upwards toward God.



	All that have the Spirit feel a conflict within them, between the old nature and the new. The words of St. Paul are true, more or less, of all the children of God, “The flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh, so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.” (Gal. v. 17.) They feel a holy principle within their breasts, which makes them delight in the law of God. But they feel another principle within, striving hard for the mastery, and struggling to drag them downwards and backwards. Some feel this conflict more than others. But all who have the Spirit, are acquainted with it. And it is a token for good. It is a proof that the strong man armed no longer reigns within, as he once did, with undisputed sway. The presence of the Holy Ghost may be known by inward warfare as well as by inward peace. He that has been taught to rest and hope in Christ, will always be one who fights and wars with sin.



	All who have the Spirit, love others who have the Spirit. It is written of them by St. John, “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren.” (1 John iii. 14.) The more they see of the Holy Ghost in anyone, the more dear he is to them. They regard him as a member of the same family, a child of the same Father, a subject of the same king, and a fellow-traveller with themselves in a foreign country towards the same father-land. It is the glory of the Spirit to bring back something of that brotherly love which sin has so miserably chased out of the world. He makes men love one another for reasons which to the natural man are foolishness,—for the sake of a common Saviour, a common faith, a common service on earth, and the hope of a com­mon home. He raises up friendships indepen­dent of blood, marriage, interest, business, or any worldly motive. He unites men by making them feel they are united to one great centre, Jesus Christ.
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