

[image: image]





Welcome to the World of
 Stephanie Laurens





Contents




A Letter from Stephanie Laurens


Notes on Stephanie’s World




The Cynster Novels


The Cynster Family Tree


The Fulbridge-Ashford Family Tree


Devil’s Bride


Cover Page


About the Book


A Rake’s Vow


Cover Page


About the Book


Scandal’s Bride


Cover Page


About the Book


A Rogue’s Proposal


Cover Page


About the Book


A Secret Love


Cover Page


About the Book


All About Love


Cover Page


About the Book


All About Passion 


Cover Page


About the Book


The Promise in a Kiss


Cover Page


About the Book


On a Wild Night


Cover Page


About the Book


On a Wicked Dawn


Cover Page


About the Book


The Perfect Lover


Cover Page


About the Book


The Ideal Bride


Cover Page


About the Book


The Truth About Love


Cover Page


About the Book


What Price Love?


Cover Page


About the Book


The Taste of Innocence


Cover Page


About the Book


Where the Heart Leads 


Cover Page


About the Book


Temptation and Surrender


Cover Page


About the Book


Barnaby Adair’s List of Investigations




The Cynster Sisters Trilogy


Viscount Breckenridge to the Rescue 


Cover Page


About the Book


An Excerpt from Viscount Breckenridge to the Rescue


Prologue


Chapter One


In Pursuit of Eliza Cynster


Cover Page


About the Book


An Excerpt from In Pursuit of Eliza Cynster


Prologue


Chapter One



The Capture of the Earl of Glencrae


Cover Page


About the Book


An Excerpt from The Capture of the Earl of Glencrae


Chapter One




The Cynster Sisters Duo


And Then She Fell


Cover Page


About the Book


An Excerpt from And Then She Fell


Chapter One



The Taming of Ryder Cavanaugh


Cover Page


About the Book


An Excerpt from The Taming of Ryder Cavanaugh


Chapter One






The Bastion Club


The Bastion Club Members


Captain Jack’s Woman (Prequel)


Cover Page


About the Book


The Lady Chosen


Cover Page


About the Book


A Gentleman’s Honor


Cover Page


About the Book


A Lady of His Own


Cover Page


About the Book


A Fine Passion


Cover Page


About the Book


To Distraction


Cover Page


About the Book


Beyond Seduction


Cover Page


About the Book


The Edge of Desire


Cover Page


About the Book


Mastered by Love


Cover Page


About the Book




The Black Cobra Quartet


The Untamed Bride


Cover Page


About the Book


An Excerpt from The Untamed Bride 


Prelude to the Black Cobra Quartet


Chapter One


The Elusive Bride


Cover Page


About the Book


An Excerpt from The Elusive Bride 


Prologue


Chapter One


The Brazen Bride


Cover Page


About the Book


An Excerpt from The Brazen Bride


Chapter One


The Reckless Bride


Cover Page


About the Book


An Excerpt from The Reckless Bride


Prologue


Chapter One




Other Novels


The Lady Risks All


Cover Page


About the Book


An Excerpt from The Lady Risks All


Chapter One




Stephanie Laurens Novellas 


Rose in Bloom


Cover Page


About the Book


Scandalous Lord Dere


Cover Page


About the Book


Lost and Found


Cover Page


About the Book


The Fall of Rogue Gerrard


Cover Page


About the Book


The Seduction of Sebastian Trantor


Cover Page


About the Book


The Wedding Planner


Cover Page


About the Book




A Return Engagement


Cover Page


About the Book






The Works of Stephanie Laurens


About Stephanie Laurens


Copyright


About the Publisher






A Letter from Stephanie Laurens

Dear Reader,

I’m delighted to welcome you to the World of Stephanie Laurens. Why “the World”? Because that’s the most accurate way of describing how my books relate to each other – each is a separate window onto the same largely fictional world.

Family and friendships are what make any world go around, at least on the personal and emotional plane. Consequently, although each of my books focuses on two principal characters, the hero and heroine, as neither exist in a vacuum, their brothers, sisters, parents, aunts, uncles, and other family members, or their close friends, appear in their story, and in return the hero and heroine of one book are very likely to waltz past in the background of one of their sibling’s or friend’s books.

My world is a part of the haut ton of Regency England, a specific social strata peopled by the “upper ten thousand,” the aristocratic families and their connected offshoots. My characters all belong to this relatively small group of people, so it’s unsurprising that some characters, like the fabled Lady Osbaldestone, and Helena, Dowager Duchess of St. Ives, appear in many stories, lending their wisdom and guidance as ladies of their age and experience tend to do. Similarly, various characters from the Cynster novels swan past in the backgrounds of the Bastion Club novels, and vice versa.

So each book, although focusing on one couple, gives you another glimpse into the lives of the same larger group in society.

I hope you enjoy visiting my world, through my books already published as well as the works to come. Read on to discover more – answers to questions about the world’s structure, what’s real, what’s not, and numerous other issues readers love to know.

Have fun! Stephanie.





Notes on Stephanie’s World



 This booklet is designed to waltz you through the novels that make up my world and show you how various individuals are related (updated and extended family trees! – and yes, there are more children shown).

I’ve always resisted labeling my works a “series”, because to readers “series” implies one of two things – the books are written in a fixed chronological order, and/or the plots are such that you must read the books in a fixed order, namely the order in which they were published. With my works, neither of those is true. The only aspect that links every book into the group are the characters. Each book can be read entirely on its own, without loss of meaning.

Much confusion is generated when readers assume that a long running group of novels are necessarily written in chronological order. Since the release of The Taste of Innocence, I’ve been inundated by emails from readers wishing to point out that in that volume, Simon Cynster and Portia are not wed. “But they were married in book #10!” the readers cry. “Ah,” say I. “But have you noticed that The Taste of Innocence is set more than two years before the events of The Perfect Lover?” So no, Simon and Portia are not yet married in The Taste of Innocence.

Why jump around in time? Because of characters’ ages. There’s a gap of 9 years between The Perfect Lover and the book before it, On a Wicked Dawn. But after On a Wicked Dawn, readers wanted to hear Simon and Portia’s story straight away, as the next volume, and because of their respective ages in On A Wicked Dawn, that meant jumping from 1826 to 1835.

The following Cynster novel, The Ideal Bride, then had to step back to 1826, to pick up the story of Michael Anstruther-Wetherby immediately after he’d left a wedding breakfast that occurred midway through On a Wicked Dawn.

The subsequent Cynster novels were about a group of friends who were also Cynster connections, and were set in 1831, 1831, then 1833, and Where The Heart Leads is set in November 1835 – the first book to be set after The Perfect Lover. And yes, Simon and Portia are married in that.

But we’re then going to swing back again, to 1826 for the story of Jonas Tallent, and then advance through time once more as we move through the romances of the five as-yet-unwed Cynster girls. Again, the year in which their stories are set will be determined by their ages. The month and year in which each novel commences is always stated at the start of Chapter One.

Now on to some specific questions readers often what to know:

How real are the Cynsters? And their houses?

Not real at all. The Cynsters are not based on any family that actually existed. Some readers are convinced I’m working from some family’s archives, but no – Cynsters, Bastion Club members, and all others are entirely figments of my imagination. The only characters in my novels who ever existed are historical figures such as the Prince Regent, the patronesses of Almack’s and a few social and/or political figures mentioned in passing, like Wellington. Real people are never central characters in my works.

Likewise their houses. No, you cannot go on a tour of England viewing the various ‘Cynster’ houses – they don’t exist, and never have. They are not even modeled on houses that exist, or have ever existed. That said, I lived in England for 4 years and visited many stately homes, so my imaginary houses are ‘conglomerates’ of houses I’ve walked through – the bedroom from here, the Adam fireplace from there – all mixed up and swirled together in the melting pot of my memory.

So what is real?

In my works, the geography map-wise is accurate – roads are where I say they are, and go from this town to the next as I say they do, and yes, it would take a curricle that long to travel that distance. My streets of London really are the streets of London, and the relative affluence of the various areas is as pertained during Regency times.

However, my topography is fictional – if I need a hill with a certain view along this particular road at that point, then that’s where the hill will be. I’m describing views that are known to exist in the neighborhood, and which in many cases I’ve observed first-hand, but the precise location of that lookout is my creation.

As mentioned above, all known historical figures are accurately portrayed.

Otherwise . . .one point to bear in mind when reading the works of storytellers is that we are writing to entertain you, not to educate you. Consequently, while we necessarily must use sufficient historical accuracy to create the right ambience and atmosphere for whatever period we’re using, getting buried in historical detail isn’t entertaining, and nor is adhering to historical detail to the detriment of the story. If there’s a point where minor historical detail gets in the way of telling a good story, then history has to give way to storytelling, because it’s you, the reader, we have to satisfy, not the history police.

As an example of that last point, think of men’s shirts. Buttons down the front of men’s shirts were not widely used until the early 1830s. However, I’ve decided that my Cynster and Bastion Club novel male characters all went to a shirtmaker who was ahead of his time – logically there must have been at least one shirtmaker who started the trend; they’d had buttons for some time. So my male characters’ shirts often have buttons down the front. Why? Because all my heroines are significantly shorter than their respective heroes, and there is no way on earth a shorter female can divest a taller, much broader male of a shirt that doesn’t have buttons down the front. And believe me, there are only so many ways you can write a love scene where the hero has to break away, step back, and pull his shirt off over his head. Yes, you can do it well once or twice, but routinely, shirts without buttons down the front are . . .limiting.

On the other hand, what I write about society and its mores, social strictures and boundaries is real – a fairly accurate portrayal of what went on in the upper echelons of society at that time. For those who are Austen fans and fondly believe she depicted how all English society behaved in terms of marriage and courtship – think again. Austen only wrote of one aristocrat in all her works (Lady de Bourgh in Pride and Prejudice), and that picture is widely accepted by Austen scholars as a caricature. Austen’s works are socially accurate, but she wisely limited the social class of which she wrote to her own. She was a country vicar’s daughter, and had no experience of, and so never attempted to write of, the aristocracy – the haut ton to which all my characters belong. And all the factual evidence suggests that in wider society, and especially the higher echelons of the upper classes, then, as now, intercourse was considered an integral and normal part of courtship, albeit serious courtship; it was not something left to the wedding night except in unusual circumstances. The average age at which women married varied between 22 and 24 throughout this period.

On matters such as politics, commerce, police and military actions, and so on – for instance the Peninsula War battles referred to in many of my novels, or the investment in building of railways in The Taste of Innocence – the actions described either did happen, or could have happened, at the time and in the way I have described them.

Overall, I adhere to the one guiding rule any author writing historical fiction should follow: whatever you describe has to be possible. It may not be common, obvious, or even all that probable, but it absolutely has to be possible.

Why are there so many historical romances, including all of mine, set in Regency England?

Most books set in England between 1800 and 1840 have a “Regency” feel. The reason that era is so useful for romance authors stems from the wide-ranging social changes that were occurring over that time, and the parallels, or echoes, those create with our time, and the lives of our readers.

To summarize these:

a) whether it was the influence of the romantic poets (late 1700s) or simply the passage of years, by the early 1800s it was becoming increasingly acceptable for aristocratic couples to marry for love, as distinct from what prior to that period had been considered the right and proper, and, indeed, only acceptable reason for marriage for them – the transfer of property and the getting of an heir.

So for the first time, aristocratic heroes and heroines were faced with a real choice – to marry for love, or not. That is a choice that resonates with today’s readers – to marry for love, or not.

b) aristocratic females had a greater degree of freedom provided they were wealthy enough, and remained unwed. Or married a man amenable to allowing them their independence. In other words, aristocratic females, unlike their more lowly born peers, could be sufficiently independent to create their own lives – like Phoebe Malleson in To Distraction, and Sarah Conningham in The Taste of Innocence. Such women could create lives that did not revolve around marriage, yet still remain accepted within their social circle. Some, like Penelope Ashford, could be quite eccentric, but because of their social standing and that of their families, remain accepted by the ton.

Sadly, this relative freedom did not long survive Victoria’s marriage to Albert, hence the “Regency” period is something of a window for independent women, and again, that independence, the search for their own lives outside of or beyond marriage, resonates powerfully with women today.

c) the haut ton – the upper echelon of society – lived in a fabulous, glittering world, with massive houses, expensive clothes, dashing carriages. The background to stories set in the haut ton is attractive to readers – a glimpse into a glamorous world of wealth and consequence. Just as the lives of wealthy modern-day celebrities exert a powerful attraction for readers, so too do the lives of their historical counterparts.

d) there was a great deal of social upheaval going on throughout the wider Regency period, leading to the emergence of social and political conscience that went further than noblesse oblige. This creates a background with a wide range of potential avenues to exploit for story plots – such as employment agencies, orphanages and investment schemes – as well as adding edge to the more usual intra-family plots.

Why are heroes and often heroines usually wealthy aristocrats?

The answer lies above. It was only those belonging to the haut ton who were faced with the question to marry for love or not – and who were free to and could decide either way. In all other social strata, the reason for marriage had for centuries been largely because of physical attraction. In Regency times, the middle class had not yet come into being. Below the aristocracy, there came various levels of gentry, then those involved in commerce, and the shopkeepers and traders, and then the workers and peasantry. As Austen’s works demonstrate, within the gentry, even if there was a token nod toward wealth and family standing as criteria, liking for a partner played the major role in determining marriages.

Not so for the members of the haut ton – for them, this period is the first when they, free of all other constraints as no other class could be, came to face the question: To marry for love, or not?

Today that is still the crucial question in any romance.

So it’s the characters and the social world of the aristocracy that most strongly resonate with modern day readers and the questions and challenges modern readers face. This is why in Regency-set novels, the aristocratic world is the favored setting.
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About the Book



DEVIL’S BRIDE
 First published March 1998

Was he the husband of her dreams . . . or a devil in disguise?

When Devil, the Duke of St. Ives and the most infamous member of the notorious Cynster family, is caught in a compromising position with plucky governess Honoria Wetherby, he astonishes the ton by proposing marriage. No one ever dreamed this scandalous rogue would ever take a bride!

Honoria, however, isn’t about to bend to society’s demands and marry a man simply because they’ve been discovered together unchaperoned. She craves adventure and longs to see the world–and though she’s more than happy to assist him in solving the murder of a young Cynster cousin, once the crime is put to rest she intends to bid Devil farewell forever.

But she underestimates the seductive power of this daring, dangerous man, and the scalding heat of her own unsated desire. Does she dare let passion carry her into Devil’s embrace . . . and into the most perilous, rapturous adventure of them all?

Peek at the Book

Her heart in her throat, Honoria lifted her gaze to the rider’s face—and met his eyes. Even in the dimness, she was sure of their color. Pale, lucent green, they seemed ancient, all-seeing. Large, set deep under strongly arched black brows, they were the dominant feature in an impressively strong face. Their glance was penetrating, mesmerizing—unearthly. In that instant, Honoria was sure that the devil had come to claim one of his own. And her, too.

Then the air about her turned blue.

SETTING
1818 England

CHARACTERS
 Devil Cynster
 Honoria Anstruther-Wetherby

RECURRING CHARACTERS
 Members of the Bar Cynster
 Gyles Rawlings, Earl of Chillingworth
Helene, Dowager Duchess of St. Ives

ISBN: 978-03-8-079456-0
 $7.99($10.99 CAN)

AVAILABLE IN ALL E-FORMATS, AND IN PRINT, THROUGH AVON BOOKS



Click to Buy

DEVIL’S BRIDE

Disclaimer: If you are reading this on a device that does not support direct linking, please search for the title at the retailer's ebook store website.
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About the Book



A RAKE’S VOW
 First published October 1998

He vowed never to marry. She vowed no man would trap her. But some vows are meant to be broken . . ..

Vane Cynster greatly enjoys his dalliances, but he’s always remained aloof when other Cynster men stepped up to the altar. Resolved to never submit to being leg-shackled to any woman, he believes he’s found the ideal temporary refuge from London’s infuriating husband hunters at Bellamy Hall. But an encounter with the irresistible Patience Debbington has his head–and his heart–spinning . . .and soon he has more than mere seduction on his mind.

But Patience is not about to succumb to arrogant, presumptuous Vane’s sensuous propositions. Certainly his kisses leave her weak, his caresses leave her flushed and burning with desire. But he is bound to be unfaithful–just like every man–and despite his assurances, she will not trust the handsome, elegant rogue with her heart.

But can a promise to resist temptation stand firm when passion demands otherwise?

Peek at the Book

Patience looked up and met the stranger’s hooded gaze. As she watched, his grey eyes darkened. The expression they contained—intensely concentrated—sent a most peculiar thrill through her.

She blinked; her gaze fell—to the man’s lips. Long, thin yet beautifully proportioned, they’d been sculpted with a view to fascination. They certainly fascinated her; she couldn’t drag her gaze away. The mesmerizing contours shifted, almost imperceptibly softening; her own lips tingled. She swallowed, and dragged in much needed breath.

SETTING
 1819 Northampshire

CHARACTERS
 Vane Cynster
 Patience Debbington

RECURRING CHARACTERS
 Therese, Lady Osbaldestone
 Minnie, Lady Bellamy & Timms
 Gerrard Debbington

ISBN: 978-0-38-79457-7
 $7.99(CAN $10.99)

AVAILABLE IN ALL E-FORMATS, AND IN PRINT, THROUGH AVON BOOKS

Click to Buy

A RAKE’S VOW

Disclaimer: If you are reading this on a device that does not support direct linking, please search for the title at the retailer's ebook store website.
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About the Book



SCANDAL’S BRIDE
 First published March 1999

Catriona Hennessy wants an heir. Richard Cynster wants the rights of a husband. But neither wants the inconvenience of a wedding.

Catriona is aghast to learn that her guardian’s will decrees that she must marry Richard Cynster . . .within the week! How could the proud Scottish lass possibly consent to a union with the English rake they called “Scandal,” a masterful man with a deplorable reputation? It is true his commanding presence charms her, his heated kisses excite her—and the mysterious Lady of the Vale whom she serves has prophesied that they will wed. But Catriona will never give up her independence.

Richard is equally stunned by the will’s command, since marriage was not on his agenda. But lately he’s been feeling strangely restless—and perhaps taming the exquisite lady is just the challenge he needs. He burns for Catriona—but can he entice her into the marriage bed without making any binding and revealing promises of love?

And when passion and love are truly destined, can even the most stubborn of hearts resist?

Peek at the Book

“I’ll have you know this is all a very big mistake!”

With that, she whirled away. Snow crunched, louder than before, as, in a flurry of skirts and cloak, she stalked off. Brows rising, Richard watched her storm through the lychgate, saw the quick, frowning glance she threw him from the shadows beneath. Then, with a toss of her head, chin high, she marched up the road.

Toward the inn.

The ends of Richards lips lifted. His brows rose another, more considering, notch. Mistake?

SETTING
 1819 Scotland

CHARACTERS
 Scandal Cynster
 Catriona Hennessy

RECURRING CHARACTERS
 Helena, Dowager Duchess of St. Ives
 Devil Cynster, Duke of St. Ives
 Honoria, Duchess of St. Ives

IBSN: 978-0-380-80568-6
 $7.99(CAN $10.99)

AVAILABLE IN ALL E-FORMATS, AND IN PRINT, THROUGH AVON BOOKS

Click to Buy

SCANDAL’S BRIDE

Disclaimer: If you are reading this on a device that does not support direct linking, please search for the title at the retailer's ebook store website.
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About the Book



A ROGUE’S PROPOSAL
 First published October 1999

Once a Cynster man meets the woman of his dreams, he will not rest until he possesses her completely . . .

Demon Cynster has sworn that he will never let love bring him to his knees. But now Felicity Parteger stands before him, begging for assistance. The mere chit of a girl who Demon remembers is now all lush curves and sparkling eyes—so temptingly worth of the devotion he’s given to no woman.

Felicity knows that Demon is a rogue and a rake, yet only he can help her free a cousin trapped in a desperate and dangerous coil. She knows this dashing, devil-may-care bachelor will never give her the love she seeks—despite his shocking and quite unnecessary proposal of marriage. The last thing she wants is a man marrying her because he thinks he should, yet a fevered, irresistible desire sweeps through her every time he takes her into his arms.

But can a union built on passion alone be satisfaction enough—especially for a man like Demon Cynster?

Peek at the Book

With an arrogant smile, Harold Henry Cynster—Demon to everyone, even to his mother in her weaker moments—drew his curricle to a flourishing halt in the yard behind his Newmarket stable. Tossing the reins to his groom, Gillies, who leaped from the back of the elegant equipage to catch them, Demon stepped down to the cobbles. In a buoyant mood, he ran a loving hand over the glossy bay hide of his leader and scanned the yard with a proprietorial eye.

There was not a scheming mama or disapproving, gimlet-eyed dowager in sight.

SETTING
 1820 England

CHARACTERS
 Demon Cynster
 Felicity Parteger

RECURRING CHARACTERS
 Lady Horatia Cynster
 Members of the Bar Cynster
 Dillon Caxton

ISBN: 978-03-8-079456-0
 $7.99($10.99 CAN)

AVAILABLE IN ALL E-FORMATS, AND IN PRINT, THROUGH AVON BOOKS

Click to Buy

A ROGUE’S PROPOSAL

Disclaimer: If you are reading this on a device that does not support direct linking, please search for the title at the retailer's ebook store website.
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About the Book



A SECRET LOVE
 First published in July 2000

His fascination with her was obsession, overwhelming and complete. But she never dreamed she was so very different from all the others . . .

Gabriel Cynster cannot refuse the mysterious woman who has come to him seeking help. For though her face is hidden by a black veil, her allure is powerful and sensuous. But Gabriel intends to exact a payment only a Cynster would demand: for every bit of information he uncovers, the lady must reward him . . .with a kiss.

Lady Alathea Morwellan is desperate–otherwise she would never have approached such a dangerous gentleman. Despite the sparks that fly between them, in truth they have never passed even a single civil moment together. But each kiss she offers in payment leads to an embrace–and Alathea knows she will soon no longer be able to resist the ultimate seduction.

But what will Gabriel do when he learns her shocking secret?

Peek at the Book

Gabriel raised both brows; he regarded her with veiled amusement, and a certain respect. She had a boldness rarely found in women—only that could account for this charade, well thought out, well executed. The countess had all her wits about her; she’d studied her mark and had laid her plans—her enticements—well.

She was deliberately offering him a challenge.

Did she imagine, he wondered, that he would focus solely on the company? Was the other challenge she was flaunting before him intentional, or . . .?

Did it matter?

SETTING
 1820 London

CHARACTERS
 Gabriel Cynster
 Lady Alathea Morwellan

RECURRING CHARACTERS
Lady Celia Cynster
Giles Rawlings, Earl of Chillingworth
 Lord Charles Morwellan
 Mr. Heathcote Montague

ISBN: 978-0-38-080570-9
 $7.99(CAN $10.99)

AVAILABLE IN ALL E-FORMATS, AND IN PRINT, THROUGH AVON BOOKS

Click to Buy

A SECRET LOVE

Disclaimer: If you are reading this on a device that does not support direct linking, please search for the title at the retailer's ebook store website.
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About the Book



ALL ABOUT LOVE
 First published February 2001

Alasdair Cynster has sworn never to pledge his heart–but Destiny has other plans . . .

The last unwed member of the Bar Cynster, Alasdair—known as “Lucifer”—has escaped to Devonshire one step ahead of London’s infuriating matchmaking mamas. But despite his dedication to avoiding the parson’s “noose,” he finds he is quite taken by the irresistible Phyllida Tallent—a willful, independent lovely who brings all of his masterful Cynster instincts rioting to the fore. Perhaps by employing his fabled seduction skills, Lucifer can satisfy his raging desire for the enchantress without the inconvenience of wedding vows.

Her incomparable wit, charm, and beauty have guaranteed that Phyllida will never lack for suitors—though none has tempted her quite as much as this delightful rogue. Lucifer’s offer to school her in the ways of love is almost too tantalizing to refuse. And though she has not yet surrendered completely, Phyllida is aware that only a fool resists a Cynster . . .

Peek at the Book

Slowly she reached out. With her fingertips she lightly traced his cheek.

Lucifer felt like he’d been branded—and he recognized the brand. He surged up on one elbow, seizing her wrist, transfixing her with a glare. “It was you.”

SETTING
 1820 Devon

CHARACTERS
 Lucifer Cynster
 Phyllida Tallent

RECURRING CHARACTERS
 Jonas Tallent
 Demon Cynster
 Felicity Cynster

ISBN: 978-0-380-81201-1
 $7.99(CAN $10.99)

AVAILABLE IN ALL E-FORMATS, AND IN PRINT, THROUGH AVON BOOKS

Click to Buy

ALL ABOUT LOVE

Disclaimer: If you are reading this on a device that does not support direct linking, please search for the title at the retailer's ebook store website.
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About the Book



ALL ABOUT PASSION
 First published September 2001

If one is not marrying for love, one may as well marry for something else . . .

Fate has made Gyles Rawlings a man determined to be in control of his destiny. He has decide to wed a well-bred lady who will dutifully bear him sons, yet turn a blind eye while he takes his pleasure elsewhere. By all good accounts, Francesca will fit his bill. As for the “elsewhere,” he’s recently encountered a beautiful, brazen siren who will make a fine mistress, one with a fiery nature to match his own.

But at the altar, Gyles discovers his bride is the bold enchantress who has inspired his deepest fantasies. Finding passion and love in the same woman has long been a secret fear. But as his world is rocked on its axis, Gyles becomes obsessed with possessing the one thing he thought he would never want: his wife’s heart.

Peek at the Book

She was a goddess designed to fill male minds with salacious imaginings, to claim their senses, snare their hearts, and trap them forever in a world of sensual longing.

And she was his.

And furious.

With him.

SETTING
 1820 LONDON

CHARACTERS
 Gyles, Earl of Chillingworth
 Francesca Rawlings

RECURRING CHARACTERS
 Devil Cynster, Duke of St. Ives
 Honoria, Duchess of St. Ives

IBSN: 978-0-380-81202-8
 $7.99(CAN $10.99)

AVAILABLE IN ALL E-FORMATS, AND IN PRINT, THROUGH AVON BOOKS

Click to Buy

ALL ABOUT PASSION

Disclaimer: If you are reading this on a device that does not support direct linking, please search for the title at the retailer's ebook store website.
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About the Book



ON A WILD NIGHT
 First published April 2002

Where are all the exciting men in London?

After years spent in the glittering ballrooms of the ton, Amanda Cynster is utterly bored by the current crop of colorless suitors. One night, determined to take matters into her own hands, she shockingly goes where no respectable lady ever should, but where many an intriguing gentleman might be found.

Quite suddenly out of her depth, a panicked Amanda looks for help—and is unexpectedly rescued by Martin Fulbridge, the Earl of Dexter. Lean, sensuous, and mysterious—the epitome of the boldly passionate gentleman Amanda has been searching for—Martin has delayed re-entering society, preferring instead a more interesting existence on its fringes. And his sensuous touch makes it eminently clear that he would be happy to educate her in the arts of love.

Now Amanda has to wonder: can such a masterful rake be sufficiently tamed into the ways of marriage?

Peek at the Book

Hauling her gaze from it, she looked up at him. It took a moment to get enough breath to even gasp, “You’re Dexter?”

The rakish, rumored-to-be-profligate, elusively mysterious Martin Fulbridge, fifth Earl of Dexter. She certainly knew of him, of his reputation, but tonight was the first time she’d set eyes on him.

When, stunned, she continued to stare, he raised one brow, cynical, yes, but world-weary as well. “Who else?”

SETTING
 1825 London

CHARACTERS
 Amanda Cynster
 Martin Fulbridge, Earl of Dexter

RECURRING CHARACTERS
 Amelia Cynster
 Reggie Carmarthen
 Luc Ashford

IBSN: 978-0-380-81203-5
 $7.99(CAN $10.99)

AVAILABLE IN ALL E-FORMATS, AND IN PRINT, THROUGH AVON BOOKS

Click to Buy

ON A WILD NIGHT

Disclaimer: If you are reading this on a device that does not support direct linking, please search for the title at the retailer's ebook store website.
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About the Book



ON A WICKED DAWN
 First published May 2002

“Marrying you will be entirely my pleasure.”

Amelia Cynster hears these words from the handsome, enigmatic Lucien Ashford and is stunned. It’s near dawn and she’s risked scandal by lying in wait for him just outside his London house. But he agrees to her outrageous marriage proposal—just prior to passing out at her feet. Amelia’s torn between astounded relief and indignant affront, then decides she doesn’t care. She has always loved him—no other man will do—and, frankly, she’s tired of waiting.

Sometimes a young lady needs to take matters into her own hands.

But matters of the heart are never that simple. The first hitch in Amelia’s plans comes when Luc refuses to agree to a hasty wedding but insists on properly wooing her . . .in public and private. Soon she longs for those moments away from the watchful gaze of the ton, in which she can learn all about seduction from a master. But unbeknown to Amelia, Luc has a very good reason for wooing her. Every wicked gentleman has his price.

Peek at the Book

That brief human contact, deadened by layers of fabric though it was, sent sensation rushing through him, and told Luc unequivocally who the dervish was. Amelia Cynster.

The wall behind his shoulders was the only thing keeping him upright. He stared astounded, utterly bemused . . .waited for the effect of her touch to subside . . .

SETTING
 1825 London











About Stephanie Laurens

#1 New York Times bestselling author STEPHANIE LAURENS began writing romances as an escape from the dry world of professional science. Her hobby quickly became a career when her first novel was accepted for publication, and with entirely becoming alacrity, she gave up writing about facts in favor of writing fiction.

Laurens’s novels are set in the time period of the British Regency, and her settings range from Scotland to India. Laurens has published fifty works of historical romance, including 29 New York Times bestsellers. All her works are continuously available in print and digital formats in English worldwide, and have been translated into many other languages. An international bestseller, among other accolades Laurens has received the Romance Writers of America prestigious RITA Award for Best Romance Novella 2008, for The Fall of Rogue Gerrard.

Her continuing novels featuring the Cynster family are widely regarded as classics of the genre. Other series include the Bastion Club Novels and the Black Cobra Quartet. 

For information on upcoming releases and updates on novels yet to come, visit Stephanie’s website at www.stephanielaurens.com or sign up for her monthly email newsletter for up-to-the-minute information on new releases at Stephanie Laurens Newsletter Mailing List.
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