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    To Jesus Christ —
My Savior, my Deliverer, my constant Companion.
You rescued me from religion and brought me into a living relationship.
This book exists because of Your grace.
And to my grandmother —
Your unwavering faith planted seeds in my heart that only God could make grow.
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Introduction: From Religion to Relationship
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I was born and raised Catholic. My grandmother is a devoted Catholic woman — one of the most prayerful people I’ve ever known. To this day, even in her eighties and battling health issues, she continues to pray faithfully. Growing up, I admired her devotion, but I didn’t share it. I completed all the traditional ordinances — baptism, holy communion, confirmation — but I never truly understood their meaning. They were cultural milestones, not spiritual encounters.

Church, for me, was more of a tradition than a lifestyle. I would go for Christmas, New Year, or other important occasions, but rarely on ordinary Sundays. Prayer wasn’t a habit — it was a fallback when I needed something from God. Deep down, I wasn’t even sure He was real. I didn’t know what salvation meant, and I definitely didn’t know I needed it.

I believed, like many do, that good people go to heaven and bad people go to hell — if either even existed. What I now know as sin was, at the time, just normal behavior. I was taught that if you did something wrong, you’d go to purgatory for a while, be “purged,” and then eventually make it to heaven. I prayed to saints, angels, and God interchangeably. I believed in superstitions — that candles, salt, and herbs could ward off evil, or that burning incense could chase away the evil eye. I prayed with images, wore colors to repel negativity, and thought doing good deeds was my ticket to heaven.

I also believed that all religions were just different paths to the same God — that as long as you were a good person, your religion didn’t matter. But whether I realized it or not, I had a deep void in my heart. Something was missing — I just didn’t know what.

That began to change when I moved away from home to attend university in Mauritius. I was living in an apartment with two friends when we began facing financial struggles. We felt alone and overwhelmed. In desperation, I turned to prayer — the only way I knew how. I recited prayers to Mary and the saints, asking God for help. But something felt... off. I felt disconnected, and for the first time, I longed for something deeper — an intimacy with God, not just religious tradition.

That longing led me to search online. I began reading articles, watching videos, and asking questions. I started talking to Jesus in my heart, asking Him to reveal Himself to me. One day, I stumbled upon a page that explained the gospel — how we are saved through Jesus Christ. It was like a light switched on.

I learned that salvation wasn’t about religious rituals, superstitions, or even being a “good person.” It was by grace through faith in the finished work of Jesus on the cross. I discovered that Jesus is the only mediator between God and man, and that His blood alone can cleanse us from all unrighteousness. I didn’t need incense or candles for protection — faith in Christ was enough.

I started praying differently. I asked Jesus to lead me to truth. I wanted to find a church that taught what I was now learning. I visited a Baptist church in Pereybere, but I didn’t feel the Lord leading me to stay. Then a friend invited me to her church — a small Pentecostal community. The moment I walked in, I felt peace. I knew in my spirit that God had brought me there.

That was the beginning of true transformation.

In that church, I grew spiritually. I was baptized in the Holy Spirit, began to speak in tongues, and later was water baptized. I developed a true relationship with God. I experienced His presence in powerful, supernatural ways — ways I could never deny. I became convicted of my sin, not out of guilt, but through love. I didn’t have to force myself to change — God changed me. He delivered me from things I thought I could never be free from.

I discovered that God is not distant, angry, or complicated — He is loving, merciful, just, and real. The more I prayed, worshipped, and read His Word, the more I fell in love with Him — and the more I began to hate sin and walk in freedom.

This book is the story of that transformation. Not just mine — but the one Jesus offers to every person who will receive Him.

If you’ve ever felt confused
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