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My love of College Football began in 1966.  As a 7 year old kid I remember watching the Notre Dame-Michigan State “Game of the Century”.  Next, I remember the 1967 USC-UCLA game and O.J. Simpson weaving through the UCLA defense for the winning touchdown with 6 minutes left in the game. I remember the 1968 Rose Bowl, Indiana vs USC.  Who was this Indiana team that went to the Rose Bowl over my beloved Minnesota Golden Gopher’s?  I attended my first college football game in 1971.  Michigan vs Minnesota at Memorial Stadium on the Campus of the University of Minnesota.  My Aunt Roberta took me.  I was hooked after that.  The Golden Gophers were defeated that day 35-7 by the Wolverines.  George Honza of the Golden Gophers scored the only touchdown that day on a pass from Craig Curry.  Ironically, I met Mr. Honza in January of 2017 while officiating a basketball game.

Growing up in a rural farming town (Alden) in southern Minnesota, as a youth I spent a lot of my Saturday’s in the fall watching ABC Sports College game of the week.  I don’t think I missed many Michigan-Ohio State games followed by the USC-UCLA game in the afternoon every third Saturday in November.  The 1971 Nebraska-Oklahoma game stands out as one of the more memorable games I watched as a kid.  Every New Year’s Day I spent watching all the Bowl games.  Cotton and Sugar Bowl at noon, followed by the Rose Bowl in the afternoon, finishing up with the Orange Bowl in the evening.  The only day of New Year’s Day Bowl games I missed was in January 1978, when I was in the Army, while traveling back to Ft. McClellan, Alabama to start my A.I.T., after being on Christmas leave.

This book is for all the College Football fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the College game.  I hope everyone enjoys.

Steve Fulton
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​2000 Outback Bowl
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GEORGIA 28 PURDUE 25

The 2000 edition to the Outback Bowl featured the Georgia Bulldogs and the Purdue Boilermakers.
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Scoring Summary

Purdue - Daniels 3 yard pass from Brees (Dorsch kick)

Purdue - Daniels 11 yard pass from Brees (kick failed)

Purdue - Sutherland 21 yard pass from Brees (two-point conversion failed)

Purdue - James 32 yard pass from Brees (two-point conversion failed)

Georgia - Edwards 74 yard run (Hines kick)

Georgia - Hines 32 yard Field goal

Georgia - Carter 8 yard run (Pass run for two-point conversion)

Georgia - McMichael 8 yard pass from Carter (Hines kick)

Georgia - Hines 21 yard Field goal

Associated Press Outback Bowl Game Summary - Hap Hines kicked a 21-yard field goal on the first overtime possession as 24th-ranked Georgia completed a huge comeback, rallying for a 28-25 victory over No. 20 Purdue in the Outback Bowl.  The morning start time appeared to affect Georgia, which fell behind 25-0 early in the second quarter following Drew Brees' fourth touchdown pass.  But the Bulldogs scored 10 points before halftime and a touchdown in each of the last two quarters to send the game to overtime.  Purdue could not move the ball on its first OT possession and came up empty when Travis Dorsch sent a 43-yard field-goal attempt wide right.  The Bulldogs wasted little time putting away the game.  Patrick Pass gained 19 yards on two carries to move the ball into position for Hines' winning kick.  It was the second bowl game ever decided in overtime.  Toledo defeated Nevada, 40-37, in the 1995 Las Vegas Bowl.  Overtime was nothing new for the Bulldogs, who suffered a controversial 51-48 OT loss to archrival Georgia Tech in their regular-season finale.  Quincy Carter ran for one touchdown and passed for another for the Georgia (8-4), which improved to 18-4-3 in bowl games.  The Bulldogs also won the Outback Bowl for the second time in three seasons after a 33-6 victory over Wisconsin in 1998.  Brees, who will be among the favorites for next season's Heisman Trophy, completed 36-of-60 passes for 378 yards with an interception.  His passing yards set an Outback Bowl record, surpassing the 336 posted last season by Kentucky's Tim Couch.  The Boilermakers (7-5), who had won their previous two bowl appearances, fell to 6-2 all-time in the postseason.  Ahead 25-18 in the fourth quarter, the Boilermakers squandered a chance to extend the lead when Dorsch missed a 38-yard field goal with just over 11 minutes remaining.  The kick was ruled wide right, although television replays showed the ball made it just inside the upright.  It was a rough day for Dorsch, who missed all three of his field-goal attempts and an extra point in the first quarter.  Carter, also a 2000 Heisman hopeful, made an early case by engineering a 13-play, 94-yard drive that tied it at 25-25 with 79 seconds remaining.  The 6-3 signal-caller kept alive that drive with a 21-yard completion to Terrence Edwards on 4th-and-12 to the Boilermakers' 7.  But Carter saved his best for last when he scrambled away from a pair of defenders and threw an eight-yard TD to Randy McMichael that deflected off safety Adrian Beasley's hand.  Carter, who completed 20-of-33 passes for 243 yards while adding 41 yards on 16 rushes.  With a high-powered offensive attack, the Boilermakers tried to run Georgia off the field by scoring on their first three possessions.  Purdue received the kickoff and drove 80 yards in 12 plays with Brees capping the drive with a three-yard touchdown toss to Chris Daniels 4:34 into the contest.  Less than four minutes later, Brees and Daniels hooked up again, this time for an 11-yard score.  Dorsch missed the extra point, leaving Purdue with a 13-0 lead.  Daniels had a huge game with 12 catches for 103 yards.  Brees finished his brilliant first quarter by taking the Boilermakers 80 yards in seven plays.  This time, he found speedster Vinny Sutherland with a 21-yard TD but the two-point conversion failed.  Brees was 11-of-15 for 157 yards in the period. Purdue's offense received some help early in the second quarter when Michael Greer fumbled and defensive end Warren Moore recovered on the Bulldogs' 32.  On the next play, Brees hit Chris James for a 32-yard touchdown, giving Purdue a 25-0 advantage with 10:38 to play before halftime.  A big play helped start Georgia's comeback.  Edwards, a freshman receiver, took an end-around and raced 74 yards into the end zone to get the Bulldogs on the board.  Edwards also had eight receptions for 97 yards.  Hines kicked a 32-yard field goal with nine seconds left in the half, cutting Georgia's deficit to 25-10.  Brees finished the half 21-of-32 for 249 yards with an interception.  He found it tougher thereafter, completing 15-of-28 passes for 129 yards.  Carter pulled the Bulldogs within seven with 4:36 left in the third quarter when he scored on an eight-yard draw play. 

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

2000 Gator Bowl
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MIAMI 28 GEORGIA TECH 13

The 2000 Gator Bowl featured the Miami Hurricanes and the Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets.

Background - The Jackets had at one point been ranked as high as 7th in the polls before two losses had made them fall to 17th. They finished 2nd in the Atlantic Coast Conference. This was their third consecutive bowl season. The Hurricanes finished 2nd in the Big East Conference with a loss to Virginia Tech late in the season costing them a share of the title. But Miami was making their third bowl appearance under Davis, who was hired to help rebuild the program after a scandal that rocked the school in 1995.
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Scoring Summary

Miami- Jackson 8 yard run (Crosland kick)

Miami- King 15 yard pass from Kelly (Crosland kick)

Georgia Tech- Hamilton 17 yard run (Manget kick)

Miami- Portis 73 yard run (Crosland kick)

Georgia Tech- Manget 25 Field goal

Georgia Tech- Manget 36 Field goal

Miami- Wayne 17 yard pass from Dorsey (Crosland kick)

[image: 93n1o1qzdb3mc663f7ih]Associated Press Gator Bowl Game Summary - Miami stopped Georgia Tech where it mattered the most.  The 23rd-ranked Hurricanes, playing on New Year's Day for the first time in five years, held Georgia Tech to its fewest points in 17 games and ended Joe Hamilton's career on a sour note with a 28-13 victory in the Gator Bowl.  Clinton Portis scored on a 73-yard run as he and James Jackson each rushed for over 100 yards, and the Hurricanes (9-4) also got a touchdown pass from each of its Quarterbacks, Kenny Kelly and Ken Dorsey.  But the game belonged to Miami's defense, which extended its streak to 27 quarters without giving up a touchdown pass.  No. 15 Georgia Tech (8-4), which led the NCAA in total offense and was second in scoring at 40.7 points a game, scored its fewest points since a 34-7 loss last year to Florida State. And Hamilton, who set 18 school records, failed to throw a touchdown pass for the first time in 14 games.  The Yellow Jackets managed 421 yards - still its lowest output of the year - but failed miserably when they got into scoring position. They had seven drives inside the Miami 30, but Hamilton threw two interceptions and Luke Manget missed two field goals.  The result was Georgia Tech's first loss in a bowl since the 1978 Peach Bowl, a span of seven games.  The Gator Bowl could turn out to be a big step toward Miami returning to its days of glory, when it won four national championships in nine years. Just like then, it all starts with defense.  Linebacker Nate Webster, who had 14 tackles, was the first defensive player selected MVP in the Gator Bowl since 1989. Leading 21-7 at halftime, the Hurricanes three times came up with a big play to stall Georgia Tech drives and make the Yellow Jackets settle for two field goals.  Miami finally got some breathing room when Reggie Wayne made a leaping catch across his body of a 17-yard touchdown pass from Dorsey for a 28-13 lead midway through the fourth quarter.  Portis, the first freshman to start at tailback for Miami since 1975, finished with 117 yards on 12 carries. Jackson had 107 yards on 21 carries.  Hamilton, who led the Yellow Jackets to seven comeback victories in his career, was 20-of-40 for 245 yards and two interceptions. He also carried 22 times for 49 yards.  The game was played before 43,416, the smallest Gator Bowl crowd since 1958. They all came to see a shootout that never materialized, although that sure looked to be the case when the game started.  Miami met little resistance on a 66-yard opening drive that ended with Jackson going virtually untouched off left tackle for an 8-yard score.  Georgia Tech roared back, moving toward scoring position in just four plays until Matt Sweeney of Miami stepped. On second-and- 6 from the 31, he rushed hard at Hamilton, swatted down his pass and picked it out of the air.  The Hurricanes had a chance to really make a rout in the first half, but they got nothing out of three drives inside the 25. Dan Crosland missed two field goals, and Jeff Popovich was stopped short of a first down on a fake field goal.  Kelly threaded a sideline pass into Moss for 30 yards, and hit Andre King for a 15-yard score on the first play of the second half.  Tech's only touchdown came when Hamilton finally discovered Dez White, with whom he shared Gator Bowl MVP honors last year. They connected three times on a 77-yard drive, and Hamilton scored on a 17-yard scramble.  Two plays later, Portis bounced off two tackles and raced down the left sideline for a 73-yard touchdown run, the longest for Miami in a bowl game. After that, Tech never came closer than eight points.  So effective was Miami's defense that Dan Dyke, who punted only 30 times all year, had a season-high six punts. One of them was blocked.
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2000 Florida Citrus Bowl
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MICHIGAN STATE 37  FLORIDA 34

The 2000 Citrus Bowl matched the Michigan State Spartans against the Florida Gators.  Michigan State came into the game with interim coach Bobby Williams, who took over on December 5, five days after Nick Saban departed to take over the Louisiana State program.
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Scoring Summary

Michigan State – Edinger 46-yard field goal

Florida - Taylor 12 yard pass from Johnson (Chandler kick)

Michigan State - Burress 37 yard pass from Burke (Edinger kick)

Michigan State - Turner 24 yard fumble recovery (Edinger kick)

Florida - Taylor 8 yard pass from Doug Johnson (Chandler kick)

Michigan State - Edinger 20 yard field goal

Florida - Johnson 1 yard run (Jeff Chandler kick)

Michigan State - Burress 21 yard pass from Burke (Pass failed)

Florida - Taylor 39 yard pass from Johnson (Pass failed)

Florida - Gillespie 2-yard run (Chandler kick)

Michigan State - Burress 30 yard pass from Burke (Scott pass from Burke)

Michigan State - Edinger 39 yard field goal

Michigan State Media Guide Florida Citrus Bowl Game Summary - Paul Edinger kicked a 39-yard field goal as time expired to give No. 9 Michigan State a 37-34 victory over No. 10 Florida in the 2000 Florida Citrus Bowl. It marked Michigan State’s first New Year’s Day bowl victory since the 1988 Rose Bowl and it ended a four-game losing streak in postseason play. There were five lead changes in the contest. The Spartans opened the scoring as an eight-play, 36-yard drive resulted in a 46- yard field goal by Edinger. Florida countered with an eight-play, 80-yard drive to take a 7-3 lead as Travis Taylor scored on a 12- yard toss from Doug Johnson. Michigan State built a 17-7 lead in the second quarter on Bill Burke’s 37-yard TD strike to Plaxico Burress and a 24-yard fumble return by T.J. Turner. The Gators put together an 11-play, 83-yard drive to pull to within 17- 14 on Johnson’s 8-yard TD pass to Taylor. Edinger’s second field goal, a 20-yarder, gave the Spartans a 20-14 lead but Johnson capped off an 11-play, 80-yard drive with a 1-yard sneak to put Florida ahead at the half, 21-20. Burke directed a 10-play, 84- yard drive late in the third quarter, hooking up with Burress for a 21-yard scoring pass. The Gators regained the lead on the next possession as Johnson hit Taylor for another score, this time from 39 yards out. Florida’s final score came off a Spartan turnover as Alex Brown recovered a fumble at the MSU 48. Six plays later, Rob Gillespie scored on a 2-yard run as Florida extended its lead to 34-26. Michigan State rallied to tie the score at 34 early in the fourth quarter as Burke found Burress alone in the end zone for a 30-yard completion then he hit Gari Scott for the two-point conversion. Lloyd Clemons’ 8-yard run on third-and-2 set up Edinger’s game-winning kick from the Florida 22. Burress had a school-record 13 receptions for 185 yards and three TDs to earn Citrus Bowl MVP honors. Burke completed 21-of-35 throws for 257 yards and three scores while Clemons rushed for a game-high 105 yards on 20 carries. Johnson connected on 24-of-50 passes for 288 yards and three TDs while Taylor had 11 catches for 156 yards and three scores.
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2000 Cotton Bowl Classic
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ARKANSAS 27  TEXAS 6

The 2000 SBC Cotton Bowl Classic game took place on Jan. 1, 2000 in Dallas, Texas. The Arkansas Razorbacks defeated the Texas Longhorns 27-6.  The game matched longtime rivals of the old Southwest Conference.
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Scoring Summary

Arkansas - Dodson 25 yard field goal

Texas - Stockton 35 yard field goal

Arkansas – Cobbs 30 yard pass from Stoerner (Dodson kick)

Texas - Stockton 22 yard field goal

Arkansas - Jenkins 42 yard run (Tony Dodson kick)

Arkansas - Cobbs 37 yard run (Tony Dodson kick)

Arkansas - Dodson 27 yard field goal

Cotton Bowl Classic Game Summary - Thirty years after “The Game of the Century,” long-time foes Arkansas and Texas renewed their rivalry in the 64th Southwestern Bell Cotton Bowl Classic. The last time these two rivals met was in 1991 when the Razorbacks carted home a 14-13 victory prior to their departure to the Southeastern Conference from their long-time home in the Southwest Conference. However, the most famous meeting of all took place on December 6, 1969, in the final game of college football’s 100th season. Texas was ranked No. 1 and Arkansas was No. 2. President Richard Nixon flew into Fayetteville to proclaim the winning team as national champions. That dreary winter day proved to be an afternoon the Hogs could never forget and one the Longhorns would point to with pride. Texas rallied from a fourth quarter 14-0 deficit in the “Big Shootout” to pull off a stunning 15-14 victory and propelled the Horns to a memorable battle with Notre Dame in the 1970 Cotton Bowl Classic. No doubt, this wouldn’t be just any match-up on just any New Year’s Day. It was Texas vs. Arkansas, and the stage would be the Cotton Bowl at the “Turn of the Century.” And for Arkansas, it was a chance to bury some painful memories from the past. The first half turned into a textbook defensive struggle with field goals coming from Arkansas’ Tony Dodson and Texas’ Kris Stockton to produce a 3-3 stalemate that stretched well into the third quarter. At last, the fireworks ignited five minutes into the second half when Texas pinned the Razorbacks just outside the goal line after Ryan Long’s 44-yard punt was downed on the three. On two successive plays, Arkansas narrowly avoided being trapped for a safety. First, Quarterback Clint Stoerner escaped the fierce Texas rush by diving out of the end zone to the one for a loss of two. Next, tailback Chrys Chukwuma was swarmed by three Longhorn defenders, yet somehow fought his way out of the end zone and back to the one for no gain. Then came the game’s most decisive play. On third-and 12, Stoerner launched a 47-yard bomb to split end Anthony Lucas. It was the spark the Razorbacks needed to bring their offense to life. Quickly, Stoerner moved Arkansas from midfield to the Texas 30, and while scrambling to avoid another fierce pass run, he lobbed a wobbly pass to Cedric Cobbs. The Hogs’ freshman tailback turned and sprinted down the sideline and into the end zone to give Arkansas a 10-3 lead and finish a remarkable 97-yard touchdown drive. Texas came right back. Led by sophomore Quarterback Major Applewhite who connected on six-of-seven passes during the drive, the Longhorns marched 73 yards to the Arkansas one. But, that’s where the threat ended. The Arkansas defense rose up to stop Texas on three consecutive plays and forced the Longhorns to settle again for a field goal by Stockton. Riding the momentum from its goal line stand, Arkansas pounded Texas with a 17-point barrage in the fourth quarter. The Hogs drove 86 yards in just seven plays to increase the lead to 17-6 when backup tailback Michael Jenkins broke loose up the middle for a 42-yard scoring run. Things got progressively worse for Texas. Applewhite, the Big 12’s Offensive Player of the Year, was sacked on consecutive plays and suffered a torn anterior cruciate ligament in his left knee when flushed from the pocket by the Arkansas pass rush. In came freshman Quarterback Chris Simms who was promptly sacked for a six-yard loss and Texas had to punt. The short kick gave Arkansas the football at the Texas 37 and put Cobbs in position to wrap up the game’s offensive MVP award. On the first play from scrimmage, the elusive freshman running back took the handoff from Stoerner, bounced outside and raced through and over Longhorn defenders for his second touchdown of the day. After Cobbs’ run pushed the lead to 24-6, Arkansas coach Houston Nutt called on Dodson to add an insurance field goal, and with just 2:46 left to play the final score was in place for the Hogs, 27-6. The smothering Arkansas defense produced eight sacks for the day and held Texas to minus-27 yards rushing, a Cotton Bowl and Texas school record. The ringleader was tackle D.J. Cooper who collected two sacks and five unassisted tackles while en route to defensive MVP honors. It was the Razorbacks’ first bowl victory since 1985.  Finally, after 30 years, Arkansas had put to rest the ghost of the “Big Shootout.”
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2000 Rose Bowl
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WISCONSIN 17  STANFORD 9

The 2000 Rose Bowl was played on January 1, 2000. It was the 86th Rose Bowl game and was played on January 1, 2000 at the Rose Bowl Stadium in Pasadena, California. The game featured the Wisconsin Badgers defeating the Stanford Cardinal by a score of 17-9. Ron Dayne, the Wisconsin running back, was named the Rose Bowl Player of the Game for the second consecutive year.

Wisconsin Badgers - Wisconsin entered the game as the sole champions of the Big Ten Conference, their first untied conference championship season since 1962 when they played in the 1963 Rose Bowl, although they had been conference co-champions in 1993 and 1998, appearing in the 1994 and 1999 Rose Bowls. The Wisconsin offense featured a powerful running game with 1999 Heisman Trophy winner Ron Dayne at running back.

Stanford Cardinal - Stanford entered the game as the champions of the Pacific-10 Conference. It was their first conference championship season since 1971 and their first Rose Bowl since 1972.
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Scoring Summary

Stanford – Biselli 28 yard field goal

Wisconsin – Pisetsky 31 yard field goal

Stanford – Carter 1 yard run (two-point conversion failed) 

Wisconsin – Dayne 4 yard run (Pisetsky kick)

Wisconsin – Bollinger 1 yard run (Pisetsky kick)

Rose Bowl Game Summary - Wisconsin defeats Stanford 17-9 in the 86th Rose Bowl Game on January 1, 2000 before 93,731 people. The Badgers become the first Big Ten team ever to capture the Rose Bowl Game two years in a row, and all-time national ground game leader Ron Dayne (7,125 yards in four seasons) is Player-of-the-Game on both occasions. Dayne runs 200 yards through Stanford's defense and scores the game-turning touchdown for a Rose Bowl career rushing yardage of 446 yards and a record 30 points on five touchdowns.  Stanford gains 3-0 and 9-3 leads during the first half action, but it can't run the ball on the ground (a minus five yards for the day) and flubs two kicking chances to ruin Coach Tyrone Willingham's hopes of scoring an upset. Stanford's Mike Biselli and Wisconsin's Vitaly Pisetsky trade field goals to start the scoring before Stanford's Kerry Carter climaxes a 45-yard drive with a one-yard touchdown. A bad center snap ruins the extra point try.  Trailing 9-3 in the third quarter, Heisman winner Dayne bolts 64 yards, his touchdown four yards around left and the successful conversion giving Coach Barry Alvarez' Badgers a 10-9 lead which they never relinquish. A 30-yard pass from Todd Husak to DeRonnie Pitts to the Wisconsin six sets the stage for a Stanford field goal try of 23 yards but a bad center snap gives Mike Echols time to block Biselli's kick. Wisconsin increases its lead to 17-9 on two passes from Brooks Bollinger to tight end John Sigmund and a Bollinger on-yard scoring keeper plus a successful conversion. Stanford experiences futility thereafter to finish the season 8-4 compared to Wisconsin's 10-2.

Aftermath - Ron Dayne was named the Rose Bowl MVP for the second time (the first time being the 1999 Rose Bowl), becoming only the third player in the history of the Rose Bowl to repeat as MVP. To this day, he is the only player from a Big Ten Conference team to accomplish this feat: Bob Schloredt of the Washington Huskies (AAWU) was the first, Charles White of USC (Pac-10) was the second, and Vince Young of the Texas Longhorns (Big 12) has subsequently become the fourth.  The two teams would go on to face off again exactly thirteen years later in the 2013 Rose Bowl, with Barry Alvarez returning to serve as interim head coach for Wisconsin, but this time, Stanford would win 20-14.  2000 Rose Queen Sophia Bush has gone on to become a successful actress, starring for nine seasons as Brooke Davis on One Tree Hill, and currently as Detective Erin Lindsay on Chicago P.D.
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2000 Orange Bowl
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MICHIGAN 35  ALABAMA 34

The 2000 FedEx Orange Bowl game was played between the Alabama Crimson Tide and the Michigan Wolverines on January 1, 2000, at Pro Player Stadium in Miami Gardens, Florida. Michigan defeated Alabama 35–34 in an overtime battle.  The Orange Bowl was first played in 1935, and the 2000 game represented the 66th edition of the Orange Bowl. The contest was televised on ABC.  Quarterback Tom Brady led Michigan to the win, throwing for 369 yards and four touchdowns, while leading the team back from a pair of 14-point deficits in regulation (14-0 in the first half, and 28-14 in the second). Brady threw the game-winning score in overtime on a bootleg to tight end Shawn Thompson. The game was won by Michigan when Alabama placekicker, Ryan Pflugner, missed a PAT following their own touchdown. This was the first overtime BCS Bowl game.
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Scoring Summary

Alabama - Alexander 5 yard run (Pflunger kick)

Alabama - Alexander 6 yard run (Pflunger kick)

Michigan - Terrell 27 yard pass from Brady (Epstein kick)

Michigan - Terrell 57 yard pass from Brady (Epstein kick)

Alabama - Alexander 50 yard run (Pflunger kick)

Alabama - Milons 62 yard punt return (Pflunger kick)

Michigan - Terrell 20 yard pass from Brady (Epstein kick)

Michigan - Thomas 3 yard run (Epstein kick)

Michigan - Thompson 25 yard pass from Brady (Epstein kick)

Alabama - Carter 21 yard pass from Zow (kick failed)

Bentley Historical Library 2000ORANGE BOWL GAME SUMMARY - Michigan erased a pair of 14-point deficits in winning a thrilling 35-34 overtime game against Alabama in the 2000 FedEx Orange Bowl at Pro Player Stadium. The Wolverines played in, and won, their first overtime contest in school history.  With the score knotted at 28 at the end of regulation, Michigan scored on its initial play of overtime when Quarterback Tom Brady found tight end Shawn Thompson on a 25-yard TD pass. Kicker Hayden Epstein hit the extra point to give U-M a 35-28 lead, its first of the contest.  On Alabama's first possession of overtime, Andrew Zow hit Antonio Carter with a 21-yard TD pass on the second play of the drive. However, Alabama's Ryan Pflugner pushed the extra point attempt wide right and Michigan claimed the victory.  Sophomore wide receiver David Terrell was named Orange Bowl MVP after setting career bests in receiving yards (150) and receiving touchdowns (three) as well as equaling his career-high in receptions (10). Brady capped his career with a career-best four TD passes on 34-of-46 passing for a UM bowl record 369 yards.  During regulation, Michigan trimmed the deficit to 14-7 with 58 seconds left in the first half when Brady hit Terrell on a 27-yard scoring strike.  Michigan held Alabama on its first offensive possession of the second half and marched 59 yards to even the score at 14. The Crimson Tide responded with back-to-back touchdowns from Shaun Alexander and Freddie Milons.  Michigan closed the gap when Brady and Terrell connected on a 20-yard TD pass with 5:42 left in the third quarter. After holding Alabama on its next possession, Michigan tied the game (28-28) as junior tailback Anthony Thomas scored on a three-yard run.  The Wolverines dominated the fourth quarter, but a fumble heading into the end zone for the go-ahead score and a blocked 36-yard field goal attempt on the final play of regulation, sent the game into overtime.
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2000 Fiesta Bowl
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NEBRASKA 31  TENNESSEE 21

The 2000 Tostitos Fiesta Bowl, played on January 2, 2000, was the 29th edition of the Fiesta Bowl. The game was played at Sun Devil Stadium in Tempe, Arizona between the Tennessee Volunteers (ranked #5 in the BCS) and the Nebraska Cornhuskers (ranked #3 in the BCS). The matchup featured the two most current National Championship teams. Nebraska in 1997, and Tennessee in 1998.
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Scoring Summary

Nebraska - Alexander 7 yard run (Brown kick)

Nebraska - Newcombe 60 yard punt return (Brown kick)

Nebraska - Brown 31 yard field goal

Tennessee - Stallworth 9 yard pass from Martin (Walls kick)

Tennessee - Henry 4 yard run (Walls kick)

Nebraska - Golliday 13 yard pass from Crouch (Brown kick)

Nebraska - Buckhalter 2 yard run (Brown kick)

Tennessee - Stallworth 44 yard pass from Wilson (Walls kick)

Associated Press Fiesta Bowl Game Summary - Too much speed, too much strength. Just too much Nebraska.  With lightning-quick Eric Crouch at the controls of a relentless option attack, the third-ranked Cornhuskers beat No. 5 Tennessee 31-21 in the Fiesta Bowl on Sunday night.  After the Volunteers rallied from a 17-0 deficit to cut it to 17-14 early in the second half behind the passing of Tee Martin, the Huskers (12-1) finished Tennessee off with second-half touchdown drives of 96 and 99 yards.  Cedric Wilson's 44-yard pass touchdown pass to Donte' Stallworth, his second TD catch of the game, came on a Tennessee trick play that reduced the lead to 31-21 with 7:25 to play.  But the Vols never got the ball again. Nebraska, which finished the game with 23 consecutive rushing plays for 156 yards, drove downfield and the Tennessee (9-3) could do nothing to stop the clock from running out.  It was all-too-familiar for the Volunteers, who wore down in the second half two years ago in a 42-17 loss to Nebraska in the Orange Bowl. The Huskers have won their last 11 bowl matchups against SEC teams.  Nebraska's Bobby Newcombe, had a 60-yard punt return for a touchdown.  Crouch's quickness was the problem the Volunteers expected, but he did almost as much damage with his arm.  Crouch, the game's MVP, was 9-of-15 for 148 yards and a touchdown. Martin, who finished his career with a 22-3 record as a starter, was 19-of-34 for 223 yards and a touchdown. He was intercepted twice.  The Huskers rushed for 321 yards and had 469 yards overall. Dan Alexander gained 108 yards on 21 carries, Willie Miller added 87 yards on eight carries, and Crouch had 64 yards on 17 carries.  Tennessee managed just 44 yards rushing.  After Tennessee cut the lead to 17-14, Crouch threw a 13-yard touchdown pass to wide-open tight end Aaron Golliday to boost the lead to 24-14 with 4:44 left in the third quarter. The pass, Nebraska's first for a touchdown in 19 quarters, capped a nine-play 96-yard drive that included a 17-yard pass from Crouch to another tight end, John Bowling, on third-and-13 from the Nebraska 23.  Golliday and Bowling saw extra duty because Tracey Wistrom, the Huskers' all-Big-12 tight end, was out with a knee injury.  Tennessee pinned the Huskers at their 1 on their next possession, but Nebraska went 99 yards in 10 plays, all on the ground, overpowering the tiring Vols defense. Correll Buckhalter ran 27 yards to the Vols 19, then scored on a 2-yard run to make it 31-14 with 12:01 left in the game.  The Cornhuskers, in their NCAA record 31st consecutive bowl game, needed just four plays to score on their first possession. Crouch went 30 yards on an option play on third-and-4 to set up Dan Alexander's 7-yard touchdown run on the next play.  Nebraska made it 14-0 after the Huskers' defense stopped the Volunteers deep in their own territory.  Newcombe, who started the year at Quarterback but switched to wingback after two games, took the punt and shot through a hole on the right side of the field, then won a footrace to the end zone with 3:21 left in the first quarter.  Crouch's 46-yard pass to Matt Davison set up Josh Brown's 31-yard field goal that put the Huskers up 17-0 with 1:37 left in the first half. The kick hit the right upright and bounced through.  The Volunteers finally got their offense in gear just before halftime. Martin completed 6-of-7 passes for 66 yards, with the only incompletion an intentional spike, as Tennessee scored on an 8-play, 65-yard drive that used up just 1 minute, 19 seconds.  Martin threw a 9-yard touchdown pass to Dante' Stallworth to make it 17-7 with 18 seconds left in the half.  Alexander fumbled on the first play of the second half and Tennessee's Dominique Stevenson recovered at the Nebraska 25. Four plays later, Travis Henry scored on a 4-yard run to cut the lead to 17-14. It was the only turnover of the game for the Cornhuskers, who led NCAA Division I with 25 fumbles lost.  Nebraska's All-America defensive back Mike Brown, playing on the same field where he won the Arizona state high school championship, intercepted a pass and was selected the game's top defensive player.  Brown said defensive coordinator Charlie McBride called his players into a huddle after the game to tell them that he was retiring. McBride has coached at Nebraska for 23 years, 18 as defensive coordinator.
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2000 Sugar Bowl (BCS Championship Game)
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FLORIDA STATE 46  VIRGINIA TECH 29

The 2000 Sugar Bowl was the Bowl Championship Series (BCS) National Championship Game and was played on January 4, 2000, at the Louisiana Superdome in New Orleans, Louisiana. The Florida State Seminoles, representing the Atlantic Coast Conference, defeated the Virginia Tech Hokies, representing the Big East Conference, by a score of 46–29. With the win, Florida State clinched the 1999 BCS national championship, the team's second national championship in its history.  An estimated total of 79,280 people attended the game in person, while approximately 18.4 million US viewers watched the game on ABC television. The resulting 17.5 television rating was the third-largest ever recorded for a BCS college football game. Tickets were in high demand for the game, with tens of thousands of fans from both teams attending,  many using scalped tickets to gain entry.  The game kicked off at 8 p.m. EST, and Virginia Tech received the ball to begin the game. Though Tech advanced down the field, Florida State scored first and took advantage of a blocked punt for a touchdown, giving the Seminoles a 14–0 lead in the first quarter. Tech answered with a touchdown drive of its own before the end of the quarter, but Florida State scored two quick touchdowns to begin the second quarter. Virginia Tech scored a touchdown before halftime, but halfway through the game, Florida State held a 28–14 lead. In the third quarter, Virginia Tech's offense gave the Hokies a lead with a field goal and two touchdowns. Tech failed to convert two two-point conversions, but held a 29–28 lead at the end of the third quarter. Florida State answered in the fourth quarter, however, taking a 36–29 lead with a touchdown and successful two-point conversion early in the quarter. From this point, the Seminoles did not relinquish the lead, extending it to 46–29 with another touchdown and a field goal.  For his performance in the game, Florida State wide receiver Peter Warrick was named the game's most valuable player. Although Tech lost the game, several of its players won postseason awards—most notably Michael Vick, who earned an ESPY for his performance during the Sugar Bowl and the regular season. Several players from each team entered the National Football League after graduation, being selected either in the 2000 NFL Draft or later editions of that selection process.
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Scoring Summary

Florida State - Warrick 64 yard pass from Weinke (Janikowski kick)

Florida State - Chaney 6 yard blocked punt return (Janikowski kick)

Virginia Tech - Davis 49 yard pass from Vick (Graham kick)

Florida State - Dugans 63 yard pass from Weinke (Janikowski kick)

Florida State - Warrick 59 yard punt return (Janikowski kick)

Virginia Tech - Vick 3 yard run (Graham kick)

Virginia Tech - Graham 23 yard field goal

Virginia Tech - Kendrick 29 yard run (2-pt pass failed)

Virginia Tech - Kendrick 6 yard run (2-pt pass failed)

Florida State - Dugans 14 yard pass from Weinke (Warrick pass from Weinke)

Florida State - Janikowski 32 yard field goal 

Florida State - Warrick 43 yard pass from Weinke Janikowski kick)

Postgame effects - Florida State's victory earned it the 1999 BCS national championship and brought the Seminoles' season to an end with an undefeated 12–0 record. By beginning the season at No. 1 and ending it in the same position, Florida State became the first college football team to stay ranked No. 1 for every week of the season after being ranked No. 1 in the preseason poll. Virginia Tech's loss brought it to a final record of 11–1, but the Hokies still completed their first 11-win season in school history. The 75 total points scored in the 2000 Sugar Bowl were a Sugar Bowl record at that point in the game's history.
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2000 GMAC Mobile Alabama Bowl
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SOUTHERN MISS 28  TCU 21

The 2000 GMAC Mobile Alabama Bowl was played in December 2000, and featured the Southern Miss Golden Eagles, and the TCU Horned Frogs.  TCU started the scoring with a 3-yard touchdown pass from Quarterback Casey Printers to wide receiver George Layne to open up a 7-0 lead. Southern Miss tied it in the 1st quarter when Leo Barnes intercepted a pass, and returned it 50 yards for a touchdown. In the second quarter, Jeff Kelly threw a 9-yard touchdown pass to LeRoy Handy for a 14-7 Southern Miss lead.  TCU running back LaDainian Tomlinson scored on touchdown runs of 7 and 33 yards in the third quarter, as TCU took a 21-14 lead into the fourth quarter. In the fourth quarter, Jeff Kelly threw a 56-yard touchdown pass to LeRoy Handy to tie the game at 21. He threw the game winning touchdown pass with 8 seconds left, with a 29-yard pass to Kenneth Johnson.
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Scoring Summary

TCU – Layne 3 yard pass from Printers (Kaylakie kick)

Southern Miss – Barnes 50 yard interception return (Hanna kick)

Southern Miss – Handy 9 yard pass from Kelly (Hanna kick)

TCU – Tomlinson 7 yard run (Kaylakie kick)

TCU – Tomlinson 33 yard run (Kaylakie kick)

Southern Miss – Handy 56 yard pass from Kelly (Hanna kick)

Southern Miss – Johnson 29 yard pass from Kelly (Hanna kick)

Associated Press Mobile Alabama Bowl Game Summary - It turns out Jeff Bower didn't have to trust a kicking game that had let him down all night. Jeff Kelly's 29-yard touchdown pass to freshman Kenny Johnson with eight seconds left lifted Southern Mississippi to a 28-21 victory over No. 13 Texas Christian in the Mobile Alabama Bowl on Wednesday night. That saved Bower from canceling a redshirt year for placekicker Curtis Jones for one last attempt after four missed field goals. The Golden Eagles (8-4) had lost three of their last four games entering the first major bowl game of the season. They won the showdown with the only defense in the nation rated higher than them and held All-American LaDanian Tomlinson to his lowest rushing total of the season.  Tomlinson, a Heisman Trophy finalist who led the nation in rushing the past two seasons, ran for 118 yards on 28 carries and scored two TDs in the third quarter for the Horned Frogs (10-2).  With 33 seconds left, the Golden Eagles took over at the TCU 43-yard line after Mobile native Etric Pruitt got a hand on Mark Haulman's punt.  Kelly wasn't surprised at the second chance, who was 11-of-23 for 159 yards and three TDs.  Kelly threw two incompletions, then scrambled 14 yards for a first down on the final drive. On the next play, he lofted a perfect strike over the middle just above safety LaVar Veale's outstretched arm, victimizing the nation's top defense.  TCU failed to reach midfield on the ensuing kick return.  The Horned Frogs endured a December coaching change and uncertainty over who would lead them into the game. In the end, former defensive coordinator Gary Patterson replaced Dennis Franchione on the sidelines.  Franchione left for Alabama Dec. 1 and was initially expected to coach the bowl game. TCU officials decided late last week to allow the Patterson era to begin a season early.  Franchione watched from the press box.  Quarterback Casey Printers was 10-of-22 for 115 yards with two interceptions. Kelly had a big fourth quarter. He was 7-of-15 for 40 yards after three quarters.  Then, he hit LeRoy Handy on a 56-yard TD strike with 7:24 left, tying it at 21. Kelly also hit Handy, who had missed the past three years with a shoulder injury, on a 9-yarder in the third quarter.  Tomlinson had a previous low of 119 yards against Tulsa.  Southern Miss safety Leo Barnes, returned an interception 50 yards for a TD in the first quarter. It was his fourth interception return for a score of the season.  Southern Miss had two chances for a go-ahead score with just over two minutes left. For the fourth time, Brant Hanna kicked a low line drive, this one a 32-yarder that failed to clear TCU's defensive line.  It was the second block of the night for the junior, who was 12-of-18 in the regular season. That prompted Bowers to tell Johnson, a junior college transfer, he would get his first shot if necessary.  TCU couldn't get a first down against the nation's second-rated defense, which held the Horned Frogs to 265 yards and set up a pair of TDs with interceptions.  Backup Southern Miss tailback Kelby Nance outshined Tomlinson, carrying 16 times for 104 yards. It was the first career 100-yard game for the senior, who started the season as a third-teamer.
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2000 Las Vegas Bowl
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NEVADA-LAS VEGAS 31  ARKANSAS 14

The 2000 edition to the Las Vegas Bowl was the 9th edition of that annual game. It featured the Arkansas Razorbacks, and the hometown UNLV Rebels.  Arkansas scored first on a 7-yard touchdown pass from Quarterback Robby Hampton to wide receiver Rod Stinson for a 7-0 Razorback lead. In the second quarter, UNLV tied the score at 7, following a 19-yard touchdown pass from Jason Thomas to Nate Turner. Arkansas answered with a 25-yard touchdown pass from Hampton to Boo Williams, giving the Razorbacks a 14-7 lead. But with Thomas and Turner connecting for their second score, the game became a 14-14 tie at intermission.  In the third quarter, Jason Thomas notched his third passing touchdown of the game, a 54 yarder to Troy Mason, giving UNLV a 21-14 lead it wouldn't relinquish. In the fourth quarter, Dillon Pieffer kicked a 26-yard field goal to increase the Rebels lead to 24-14. Kevin Brown's 14 yard touchdown run made the final margin 31-14.
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Scoring Summary

Arkansas -Stinson 7 pass from R Hampton (Odonohoe kick)

UNLV -Turner 19 pass from Thomas (Pieffer kick)

Arkansas -B Williams 25 pass from Hampton (Odonohoe kick)

UNLV -Turner 5 pass from Thomas (Pieffer kick)

UNLV -Mason 54 pass from Thomas (Pieffer kick)

UNLV - Pieffer 26 yard Field goal

UNLV -Brown 18 run (Pieffer kick)

UNLV Media Guide Las Vegas Bowl Game Summary - Playing before a national ESPN2 audience and a Las Vegas Bowl-record 29,113 fans, UNLV (8-5) won its fourth straight for the first time since 1984 and moved to 3-0 all-time in bowl games with a surprisingly one-sided 31-14 victory over Arkansas (6- 6), the Rebels’ first over a team from the powerful Southeastern Conference. UNLV Quarterback Jason Thomas earned MVP honors by completing 12 of 17 pass attempts for 217 yards and three scores without an interception as well as rushing for 32 yards on 10 carries. Thomas’ favorite target was Nate Turner, who ended his career with 126 yards on eight catches – all in the first half. Jeremi Rudolph gained 92 yards on 14 carries and Kevin Brown had 78 on 13 attempts. Arkansas, which was fresh from two consecutive victories over ranked SEC opponents to become bowl eligible, opened the scoring with the only points of the first quarter. UNLV answered with a Thomas-to-Turner 19-yard pass, which was the first TD given up by the Razorbacks in 11 quarters. Two minutes later the Hogs used Robby Hampton’s second scoring throw of the game to take a 14-7 lead. UNLV, however, struck again to square things before halftime with a five-yard Turner TD. Things stayed tied until with just over two minutes left in the third, Thomas found Troy Mason with a stunning 54-yard TD strike that was the second longest in bowl history. After a Dillon Pieffer field goal put UNLV up 24-14, the Razorbacks elected to go for it on fourth and 10 from the Rebel 37 with more than 12 minutes remaining. The UNLV defense forced an incompletion and the inspired Rebels eventually closed their shocking 24-point scoring run with an 18-yard Brown run. The Rebels out-gained the bigger Hogs, who had defeated seven straight non-conference opponents and were 6-0 vs. MW teams, 476 to 298. UNLV also held its opponent to under 200 yards rushing (115) for the 12th time in 2000. The Rebels, who moved to 2-0 in Las Vegas Bowls, earned their most victories in a season since 1984 and finished the season a perfect 6-0 at Sam Boyd Stadium. Head Coach John Robinson improved to 8-1 in bowl games during his career, which made him the winningest bowl coach in NCAA D-I history with a percentage of .889.
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2000 Oahu Bowl
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GEORGIA 37  VIRGINIA 14

The 2000 Jeep Oahu Bowl was the 3rd and final game named Oahu Bowl, and became the Seattle Bowl for the 2001 contest. (It was later shut down after 2 years as the Seattle Bowl.)  The game was played on December 24, 2000, at Aloha Stadium in Honolulu, Hawaiʻi. The game matched the Georgia Bulldogs against the Virginia Cavaliers, and was televised on ESPN. The 24th ranked Georgia Bulldogs won the game, 37-14.  The game marked the final game as head coach for Jim Donnan of Georgia and George Welsh of Virginia, both of whom retired from head coaching after the season.
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Scoring Summary

Georgia - Bennett 35 yard field goal

Georgia - Edwards 40 yard run (Bennett kick)

Georgia - Curry fumble recovery in end zone (Bennett kick)

Virginia - Dotson 14 yard run (Greene kick)

Georgia - Haynes 3 yard run (Bennett kick)

Virginia - Thweatt 58 yard fumble recovery (Greene kick)

Georgia -Gary 21 yard pass from C. Phillips (Bennett kick)

Georgia -Burnett 4 yard fumble recovery (Bennett kick failed)

Georgia Media Guide Oahu Bowl Game Summary  - The 24th-ranked Georgia Bulldogs (8-4) defeated the Virginia Cavaliers 34-17 in the 2000 Jeep O’ahu Bowl in front of an Aloha Stadium crowd of 24,187 and an ESPN national television audience on Christmas Eve. The Bulldogs were led by sophomore receiver Terrence Edwards (below), who was named the game’s Most Valuable Player. Georgia jumped out to a 17-0 lead in the first quarter. The Bulldogs got on the board with a 35-yard field goal by freshman kicker Billy Bennett. On the Bulldogs’ next series, one play after a successful fake punt, Edwards scampered 40 yards into the end zone on a reverse to give Georgia a 10-0 lead. On Virginia’s next possession, junior running back Tyree Foreman was hit by freshman cornerback Dantra Clements, who caused a fumble that was recovered by freshman safety Kentrell Curry in the end zone for the 17-0 lead. Virginia got on the board on its next possession, going 97 yards on five plays, capped by a 14-yard touchdown run by senior receiver Demetrius Dotson to bring the score to 17-7. Georgia answered on its next possession with a four-play, 80-yard scoring drive keyed by a 57-yard run by Edwards and capped by a three-yard touchdown run by senior running back Verron Haynes, increasing the Bulldogs’ lead to 24-7. The Cavaliers pulled within 24-14 in the third quarter as senior linebacker Byron Thweatt returned a Georgia fumble 58 yards, but that was as close as Virginia would get. Georgia added two more touchdowns for the final margin, a 21-yard pass from sophomore Quarterback Cory Phillips to freshman receiver Damien Gary and a four-yard fumble return by sophomore safety Cap Burnett after senior linebacker Kendrell Bell knocked the ball loose. Edwards led the Bulldogs in both receiving and rushing with eight catches for 79 yards and five rushes for 97 yards and one touchdown. 
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2000 Aloha Classic
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BOSTON COLLEGE 31  ARIZONA STATE 17

The 2000 Aloha Bowl was played December 25, 2000 in Honolulu, Hawaii. It featured the Boston College Eagles of the Big East Conference, and the Arizona State Sun Devils of the Pacific-10 Conference. Boston College won the game, 31–17. This was the final Aloha Bowl.
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Scoring Summary

Arizona State - Pace 14 yard run (Barth kick)

Boston College - Washington 10 yard run (Sutphin kick)

Boston College - Sutphin 50 yard Field goal

Arizona State - Barth 28 yard Field goal

Boston College - Dewalt 58 yard pass from Hasselbeck (Sutphin kick)

Boston College - Read 40 yard pass from Hasselbeck (Sutphin kick)

Boston College - Washington 11 yard run (Sutphin kick)

Arizona State - Dennard 31 yard pass from Cooper (Barth kick)

Associated Press Aloha Classic Game Summary - Tim Hasselbeck and several other seniors from Boston College put a rocky ride behind them.  Bruce Snyder was not as lucky.  Hasselbeck threw a pair of long touchdown passes in the third quarter as Boston College defeated Arizona State, 31-17, in the Aloha Bowl.  It was the final game for Hasselbeck and other members of the Eagles' senior class, which began their collegiate careers amidst controversy following a 1996 gambling scandal within the program.  Cedric Washington added a pair of scoring runs as Boston College (7-5) handed Snyder a loss in his coaching finale for Arizona State (6-6).  Snyder was within a win of the national championship in 1996 but went 17-18 over his final three seasons for the Sun Devils and already had been told this would be his last game.  Hasselbeck fired a 58-yard TD pass to Dedrick Dewalt and a 40-yarder to Ryan Read in a 2:56 span of the third quarter as Boston College built a 24-10 lead.  The brother of Green Bay Packers backup Quarterback Matt Hasselbeck, Tim completed 9-of-21 passes for 209 touchdowns with an interception and was named his team's Most Valuable Player.  Mike Sutphin kicked a 50-yard field goal for the Eagles, members of the Big East Conference who won a bowl game for the first time since 1994 and improved to 1-1 under Coach Tom O'Brien in the postseason.  The Eagles fell behind early as Tom Pace scored on a 14-yard run 3:10 into the game to cap a six-play, 46-yard drive and give the Sun Devils a 7-0 lead.  But just 67 seconds later, Boston College tied it on a 10-yard TD run by Washington.  Hasselbeck set up the score with a run of 52 yards, more than a third of his rushing total entering the day.  Hasselbeck, who had 68 yards on two carries with a brace on his knee.  Later in the first half, Sutphin and Mike Barth exchanged field goals for a 10-10 tie at intermission.  Hasselbeck went to work in the third quarter.  After completing 1-of-2 passes on the Eagles' opening possession of the half, he found Dewalt from 58 yards on the only play of the next drive.  Boston College began its next series of downs on its own 46-yard line and needed only
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