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A New Beginning, Adventure with Friends in the Jungle

Siri was a poor boy who lived in a rural village with his grandmother. After she passed away, he had to live alone. He found two best friends in the jungle: a monkey and an elephant. Both animals had been rescued, and they quickly became his loyal companions. Together, they traveled through the forest, gaining incredible experiences and finding happiness.

For several months, Siri lived in a rock cave, discovering the wonders of the forest. Near his cave was a beautiful waterfall and pond, which became his preserve. While staying cave he discovered around the forest with two friends. Over time, Siri wanted to return to his home village, but he found himself in an unknown place instead.

He came to another village. Villagers carried him to the village master. Wife of village master treated Siri properly. Siri told his story to her. 

She explained that she had shared his story with the village chief and told him about Siri's situation. Also said, they had been married for a long time and didn’t have any children. She had suggested to the village chief that they take care of Siri as their own child, and he agreed. From now on, you can live here as your own home. He could even attend school and become a good citizen.

Siri couldn’t believe it. This house was going to be his home from now on. He had never seen such a rich and beautiful house before. In his village, no one had a house like this, so big and stunning. He was delighted to hear that news and imagined the bright future that he can reach which his grandmother always wanted. But suddenly, Jack and Raja came to his mind, friends he had shared his life with for a long time. What would happen to them now?
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Chapter 1: New home

Siri laid awake in bed; his mind filled of thoughts. Living in the chief’s home was more comfortable than anything he had ever dreamed of, but his heart wanted for his jungle friends, Jack and Raja. They had been his loyal companions, and he missed their obedient company. Unable to sleep, he quietly got out of bed and walked to the window. The full moon lit up the village with its soft glow. He sighed, wondering if Jack and Raja missed him as much as he missed them.

Later that night, he managed to fall asleep, but only for a few hours. Siri woke up well before sunrise, lying in the silence of dawn. Thoughts of Jack and Raja filled his mind again. Even though his new bed was warm and cozy, it couldn’t take away the longing in his heart. “Do they think I’ve left them forever?” he wondered as the first rays of sunlight peeked through the window.

The morning sun bathed the village in warm shades of gold as Siri stepped outside his new home for the first time. His eyes wandered over the peaceful surroundings, but his heart was heavy with memories of his old life. He hadn’t slept much, his mind swirling with thoughts of Jack, the mischievous monkey, and Raja, the gentle elephant. Sitting under a tree near the house, he looked at the environment around him, longing for the lush greenery of the forest, the cool mist of the waterfall, and the freedom the jungle had given him. How could he enjoy this comfort while his friends were still in the wild. They perhaps wondering why he had disappeared?

His thoughts were interrupted by the chief’s wife calling out to him. “I checked your room, but here you are,” she said, smiling. She handed him some fresh clothes and asked him to get ready for morning tea. After washing up, Siri sat down with the warm cup in his hands. As the familiar aroma reached him, his grandmother’s face came to mind. He remembered how she used to wake him up with a cup of tea every morning. But those days had ended with her passing. Since then, he hadn’t had tea in the mornings, until now.

Siri sipped the tea, his heart swelling with memories of his grandmother. Tears welled up in his eyes, but he quickly wiped them away before anyone could see. He knew he had to stay strong and face the changes in his life with courage.

After finishing his tea, Siri walked outside and sat on a bench beside the house. His thoughts drifted back to his past, starting with memories of his grandmother and moving on to Jack and Raja, his two dearest friends who had shared so much of his life in the forest. Thinking of them filled him with a deep loneliness and sadness. No matter how rich or comfortable his new surroundings were, his true happiness had always been with Jack and Raja. He remembered how peaceful and content he had felt living with them, even in the wild. 

“I must find a way to go back,” he thought. But then, his grandmother’s words came to mind. She had always wished for him to have a better life, and this was the best opportunity to fulfill her dream. Yet, the thought of leaving his two friends behind made his heart pain. This inner conflict swirled in his mind, unresolved, until he was called for breakfast.

The village chief and his wife were already waiting for him in the dining room. As soon as Siri arrived, the chief began eating, while his wife served Siri before starting her own meal. Breakfast was quiet, with only the clinking of dishes breaking the silence. After finishing his meal, the chief left the room, leaving Siri alone with the kind woman.

She turned to him and said, “You need to visit the salon and get your hair cut.” Siri nodded quietly. It had been over a year and a half since he’d last had a haircut. His hair had grown down to his chest during his time in the forest, wild and unkempt, much like his former life. This small change felt like another step away from the jungle and closer to the new life awaiting him.

After breakfast, Siri was sent to the salon to get a haircut. The chief's home watchman went with him. The salon was about a ten-minute walk from the house. After getting his hair cut, Siri returned home and took a shower. Then he put on a new pair of shorts and a t-shirt. There were some new clothes neatly stored in an almirah in his room. He stayed in his room, waiting until call for lunch.

At lunch, it was just Siri and the chief's wife. She explained that the chief had gone out for some official work and wouldn’t be back until the evening. Siri felt a bit more relaxed when it was only the chief's wife around. However, he often felt nervous around the chief, maybe because the chief hadn’t spoken to him directly yet. Siri had only seen him a few times during meals, and even then, he ate very quietly.

While having lunch, Siri felt comfortable speaking freely with the chief's wife. He wanted to know what would happen to him and shared his feelings about his two best friends, the monkey and the elephant. He told her, he wanted to see them again. 

The chief's wife listened and then began to explain gently, "I understand your feelings. But humans can’t live with animals. If someone lives with animals for too long, they might start behaving like them. Is that what you want?" she asked. "Animals’ brains are much smaller than ours, and their behavior can be unpredictable. One moment they are calm, and the next they might change. You have to think about this carefully."  

She continued, "You also told me that your grandmother wanted you to grow up to be a good man. How will you do that if you live in the forest? In a few days, the animals will forget about you and go back to their usual lives in the wild. You need to focus on yourself now, Siri."  

Siri didn’t say anything in response, but his mind was full of thoughts. After finishing his lunch, he went outside and walked around the garden, deep in thought. He wanted to see his two friends again, but he also knew his grandmother would want him to think about his future.  

As Siri walked through the garden, he watched birds flying and thought about his days in the forest. The memories felt so vivid, and he wondered what to do next. He spent a few hours there before being called for evening tea.  

When he entered the dining room for tea, the village chief was already seated. A servant brought tea, and for the first time, the chief spoke to Siri with a friendly smile. His warm and cheerful manner made Siri feel at ease, and the fear he had felt around the chief melted away.

The chief smiled and said, "Now you look much better with your new haircut and clothes. You look so different from when I first saw you. My wife has told me all about you. From today, you are a member of our family. You can call me 'Father,' and my wife will be your mother. This is your home now. From now on, you need to focus on your future. You’ll go back to school and study hard to become a good person. Don’t worry about anything you need; we will make sure to arrange all."  

After saying this, the chief left the room.  

Siri’s new mother, the chief's wife, spoke gently, "Now you know everything, Siri. You have a home, a family, and everything you need here. Like I said before, it’s time for you to focus on your education and your future."  

After tea, Siri went to his room. He laid on his bed, thinking deeply about what the chief, his new father had said. While he was grateful for the love and care he had received, he couldn’t feel completely happy. On one side, he had lost his two best friends, the monkey and the elephant. On the other side, he now had a family and a safe home.  

As the day went on, Siri couldn’t stop thinking about the life he had left behind in the forest and the new life ahead of him. He spent the evening with mixed feelings, fought between his memories and the opportunities that awaited him.

Apart from Siri's new mother and father, two other people lived or worked in the house.  

One of them was the watchman, who was about the same age as Siri's new father. He
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