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Explanation of symbols

The chessboard with its coordinates:
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	White to move
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	Black to move



	♔

	King



	♕

	Queen



	♖

	Rook



	♗

	Bishop



	♘

	Knight
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	White stands slightly better
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	Black stands slightly better
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	White stands better
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	Black stands better



	+–

	White has a decisive advantage



	–+

	Black has a decisive advantage



	=

	balanced position



	∞

	the position is unclear



	!

	good move



	!!

	excellent move



	?

	bad move



	??

	blunder









Introduction

What is strategy?

Strategy includes the knowledge of themes, the development of plans, the evaluation of positions and differentiating between what has to be calculated and what is optional. By contrast, tactics involves the calculation of variations.

Who is this book aimed at?

To players familiar with some basic strategic themes such as ‘passed pawn’, ‘opposite-coloured bishops’, ‘blockade’, etc.

It contains exercises of varying difficulty. Some are relatively easy to solve, while others are more complex and can be considered to be food for thought. Strong players may understand such positions better than less strong players, but the challenge is not just to find the solution. Therefore the study of each suggested position will benefit players of different levels.

How to use this book?

Each exercise is linked to one or more questions. They are not restrictive and if I suggest you find a plan for White, it is also useful to see what Black can do and to understand the position in general.

Just as the games are not grouped into thematic chapters, the questions do not give any indication of the actual themes or plans. In fact, your first task is to discover them yourself and decide on their importance. I would prefer to only write ‘White to move’ under each exercise, but in this case experience shows that the search often loses steam before reaching a tangible result. This is why I give some guidance on the judgement of the position or what to look for. There is an index of the topics addressed at the end of the book.

If you work as a pair or are a chess teacher, it is a good idea, in my opinion, to first indicate who is to move and only then give the clues which you feel are necessary to your partner or to your students. In the text you will also find many other possible exercises to propose on top of the ones I’ve chosen.

By the way, the method of working which is ‘imposed’ to come as closely as possible to simulating an actual game situation is to give no information whatsoever.


The material

In this book you will find 90 exercises taken from 80 games or fragments, and one study. They are presented in two parts: ‘middlegame’ and ‘endgame’. I listed as ‘endgames’ those positions without queens or with the queens and, at most, a minor piece for each side.

The exercises have a clear strategic content, but are not necessarily bereft of tactics. While themes and plans have an objective reality, the evaluation of a position remains a matter of opinion, even if it is refined as progress is made. There will be no ‘demonstration’, therefore, but the games are chosen so that the ‘solutions’ to the exercises appear as consensual as possible. To enhance the reader’s understanding of the position, I give some analysis of possible alternatives first, before presenting the moves played in the game. I also give the moves leading up to the exercise diagram every time, as I think this may help the solver to discover certain themes and motifs.

The choice of exercises is based on my teaching practice. I have presented them at the courses I have taught during the past fifteen years. This experience was a great help in writing the book.

Good reading!

Emmanuel Bricard

Montpellier, France,

June 2016






CHAPTER 1

The middlegame exercises


Exercise 1

[image: images]

What plan leads to a large black advantage?






Exercise 2

[image: images]

What plan allows Black to get a slight but lasting advantage?






Exercise 3

[image: images]

How can White gain the advantage?






Exercise 4

[image: images]

How can White gain a large advantage?







Exercise 5

[image: images]

What do you think of 30…fxg4?






Exercise 6

[image: images]

What is the winning plan for White?






Exercise 7
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Which plan provides a lasting advantage for White?






Exercise 8

[image: images]

What is White’s main plan and how can you implement it?







Exercise 9

[image: images]

White has the advantage and can continue in various ways. What plan is connected to the move 22.♗g5?






Exercise 10

[image: images]

What do you think of this position?






Exercise 11

[image: images]

How can White obtain the advantage?






Exercise 12

[image: images]

Can you calculate the combination initiated by 11…♗d4+, without forgetting to evaluate it?







Exercise 13

[image: images]

Which plan gives Black the advantage?






Exercise 14

[image: images]

What is the only way to play that allows White to hope for some advantage? What do you think of Black’s various replies?






Exercise 15

[image: images]

What plan leads to a large black advantage?






Exercise 16

[image: images]

What is White’s best plan?







Exercise 17

[image: images]

What is Black’s best plan?






Exercise 18
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What do you think of this position? What do you think of the continuation 15.♗g5 ♖c8?






Exercise 19

[image: images]

What do you think of this position and how would you evaluate it?






Exercise 20
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Which plan gives White the advantage?







Exercise 21

[image: images]

Which plan gives White a very big advantage?






Exercise 22

[image: images]

Instead of the continuation 15…♕xa6 16.♗xg7 ♔xg7, which leaves him slightly worse, Black played 15…♗xh6 16.♕xh6 ♕xa6. What is the idea of taking on h6 rather than letting the exchange take place on g7? What do you need to calculate to choose this sequence? Would you have played this way?






Exercise 23
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How can White obtain the advantage? What defensive resources do you then think Black has?






Exercise 24
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Can you find two interesting plans for White? By calculating variations can you tell which of the two leads to a large advantage?







Exercise 25
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Can you make some general remarks about this position? After 28…♘a5? which plan gives White a clear advantage? It is necessary to calculate to verify this.






Exercise 26
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Which plan allows White to take the initiative?






Exercise 27

[image: images]

What is the point of 13.h4?






Exercise 28

[image: images]

What plan is connected with 15…♕c7, and what do you think of it?







Exercise 29
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The best plan available to White gives him a very big advantage without resorting to complicated tactical resources. Can you find it?






Exercise 30

[image: images]

If you find a large white advantage, that’s good. Can you find a win, or something that comes close to it?






Exercise 31
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Which plan gives White the advantage?






Exercise 32
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In addition to understanding the necessary variations, what do you think of 22.g3 and 22.♕e1?







Exercise 33
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Which plan gives Black a strong initiative?






Exercise 34
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The main plan for White is to play a2-a4. How can Black respond to the immediate 13.a4? How can White prepare a2-a4?






Exercise 35
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Which plan gives White a big advantage and how can you implement it?






Exercise 36
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Which plan gives Black the initiative? How can White answer it?







Exercise 37
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Which plan gives Black the advantage?






Exercise 38
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After the thematic continuation 18…d5 19.g5, can you consider the plausible black replies and give your opinion on each of them? Limit the calculation to what is necessary as much as possible.






Exercise 39
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What is the best plan for Black and what is White’s correct reaction?






Exercise 40
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Which plan gives White the advantage?







Exercise 41
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What do you think of 20…♖fa8 and 20…♘xd5?






Exercise 42
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Find two distinct plans that lead to a very large white advantage.






Exercise 43
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What do you think of the b7-bishop? How can White gain a large advantage?






Exercise 44
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Which plan gives White an advantage? Can you consider the ramifications depending on Black’s various replies?







Exercise 45
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Which plan gives White the advantage? How can you implement it?






Exercise 46
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What plan gives White good prospects and how should Black react to it?






Exercise 47
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How can White gain a very large advantage?






Exercise 48
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What do you think of this position, and the moves 50.♕e5, 50.♖b8, 50.♖f8 and 50.♕d3+? Some calculation is necessary to supplement the understanding.







Exercise 49

[image: images]

What do you think of this position? What plan would you suggest for Black?






Exercise 50
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What do you think of this position, both now and after 14…b5 15.♗b3 a5?






Exercise 51
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What do you think of this position? What do you think of the manoeuvre 15.♕e2 a5 16.♗c4?






Exercise 52
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What different plans can White adopt?







Exercise 53
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What plans do you see for both sides?






Exercise 54
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What plan gives Black good play? With a little calculation can you note some consequences for both sides?






Exercise 55
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White has a badly damaged pawn structure, but he can nevertheless survive. What plan should he adopt?






Exercise 56

[image: images]

What plans are available to White? Find a good defensive move for Black together with the different associated plans.







Exercise 57

[image: images]

How can White increase the pressure?






Exercise 58

[image: images]

What is White’s most promising plan?






Exercise 59

[image: images]

White is ready to weaken the opposing pawn majority by playing a2-a4. Do you see a possibility for Black to keep it in good condition? What do you think of this?






Exercise 60

[image: images]

White played 25.♘xe6 here. What do you think of the position after both of the possible recaptures?







Exercise 61

[image: images]

What plan leads to a large black advantage?






Exercise 62

[image: images]

White has a good advantage. By following a sound strategic plan, and supporting this with some good intuition and calculation, you can ensure that it becomes huge.






Exercise 63

[image: images]

Black played 23…f5. This move is connected to what plan?








CHAPTER 2

The middlegame solutions


Solution 1

Hein Donner
 Vasily Smyslov

Havana 1967 (5)



1.d4 ♘f6 2.c4 g6 3.g3 ♗g7 4.♗g2 d5 5.cxd5 ♘xd5 6.e4 ♘b6 7.♘e2 0-0 8.0-0 e6 9.a4 a5 10.♘a3 ♕e7 11.♗f4 ♖d8 12.♕c1 ♘a6 13.♘c4 ♘xc4 14.♕xc4 e5 15.dxe5 ♗xe5 16.♗xe5 ♕xe5 17.♘c3

[image: images]

The white queenside pawn structure is very weak and the b3- and b4-squares are particularly vulnerable. This promises Black good piece play, and he also controls the d-file for the moment. On the other hand, he cannot mobilize his pawn majority.

White would like to play f2-f4 followed by e4-e5 or f4-f5, depending on circumstances, but he may not have enough time for this. His first task is to fight for the d-file.

Black’s main plan is to play …♗c8-e6-b3 to gain control of the d1-square and therefore the d-file. 17…c6! followed by 18…♗e6 is the most precise move order, as we shall see.

17…♗e6 may also be good, but this allows 18.♕b5!? when after 18…♕xb5?! 19.axb5 ♘c5 20.e5 the b5-pawn is not as weak as it was on a4 and the black queenside pawns are exposed.

The right move is 18…♕c5! (which must be foreseen when playing 17…♗e6) with a choice:

A) 19.♕xb7? ♖db8 loses the queen;

B) 19.♘d5 c6 20.♕xc5 ♘xc5 21.♘c7 ♖ac8 22.♘xe6 fxe6 and Black should win a pawn under reasonable conditions;

C) 19.e5 (renewing the threat to the b7-pawn) 19…♗c4 20.♕xc5 ♘xc5 21.♖fe1!? ♖d2 22.♘e4 ♘xe4 23.♖xe4 and now 23…♗d5 24.♖e3 ♗xg2 25.♔xg2 ♖xb2 26.♖d1 gives White too much play, but 23…♗e6 24.b4 c6 preserves the black advantage.

These variations are not exhaustive, but do give an indication of the white resources. One can also note that after 17…♗e6 18.♕e2 the most accurate move is 18…c6!, transposing into the game after 19.♖fd1, rather than 18…♗b3 which again makes it possible to complicate the game by 19.♕b5!.


17…c6!

A useful move that limits the activity of the white minor pieces while taking the b5-square away from the queen. The delay in manoeuvring the bishop towards b3 will not prevent it from occurring.

18.♖fd1

A) 18.♕e2 first, to prevent the c8-bishop from going to g4, restricted Black’s choice;

B) 18.f4?! sets an interesting trap:

B1) 18…♕c5+? 19.♕xc5 ♘xc5 20.f5! encloses the c8-bishop and significantly improves the white position;

B2) 18…♗e6! 19.♕e2 (19.fxe5 ♗xc4 is hopeless) 19…♕c5+ 20.♕f2 (20.♔h1 ♗c4 and 20.♖f2 ♘b4 loses immediately) 20…♖d2 21.♕xc5 ♘xc5 and Black is much better.

18…♗e6

18…♗g4!? deserves attention, because after 19.f3?! ♗e6 20.♕e2 ♗b3! the f2-f3 move, which could be useful in the endgame, only weakens the king position here. Instead of 19.f3 it is better to play 19.♖xd8+ ♖xd8 20.h3 ♗e6 21.♕e2 ♗b3!, which resembles the game.

19.♕e2 ♗b3! 20.♖d2

[image: images]

The plan has been carried out and the a1-rook is excluded from the struggle for the d-file. It just remains, however, for Black to seize it completely.

20…♖d4!

Now it’s done. By this precise move Smyslov stabilizes his great advantage.

21.♖xd4 ♕xd4 22.e5 ♘c5 23.♘e4?

Keeping the e5-pawn is important in order to resist. This mistake ends the game.

23…♕xe5

The a4-pawn is in a very bad way and this is on top of the material deficit, so White chose to resign.


Solution 2

Julio Bolbochan
 Carlos Guimard

Mar del Plata 1941 (9)



1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.♘d2 c5 4.♘gf3 ♘c6 5.♗b5 a6 6.♗xc6+ bxc6 7.0-0 ♘f6 8.♕e2 cxd4 9.e5 ♘d7 10.♘xd4 c5 11.♘4f3 ♗e7 12.c4 ♗b7 13.cxd5 ♗xd5 14.♘c4 0-0 15.♗d2 ♕c7 16.b3

[image: images]

Black has the bishop pair, and the light-squared one, which has no counterpart, is especially powerful. His queenside pawns are not weak at the moment, but their isolation gives bases for the white pieces on the a- and c files. The pressure on the e5-pawn limits the freedom of the white pieces.

White does not have much to do, but he can hope to maintain a solid position.

A) 16…♗xf3 would be worth considering if 17.gxf3 was forced (to keep the e5-pawn), although even this sequence is not that promising because exchanging the d5-bishop is an important concession. However, 17.♕xf3! is even stronger, when White is better after 17…♘xe5 18.♕g3 f6 19.♗c3 ♗d6 20.♘xd6 ♕xd6 21.♖ad1;

B) 16…♘b6, to exchange the knight on c4 and damage the white pawn structure, allows 17.♗a5!. After 17…♗xc4 18.bxc4 Black has a solid position, but the d5-bishop has disappeared and he cannot be better;

C) 16…f6 17.exf6 ♗xf6 activates the black pieces, but his pawn structure is further weakened. One possible continuation is 18.♖ad1 ♕c6 19.♖fe1 with equal chances, but Black must now avoid 19…♗xf3? 20.♕xf3 ♕xf3 21.gxf3 as by giving the d5-bishop (we talk about nothing else!) he exposes his entire position.

16…a5!

A minority attack.

17.a4

Fixing the black pawn on a5, where it is exposed, but the same goes for the b3-pawn.

After 17.♗c3 a4 18.♘fd2 ♖a7!? Black has a favourable queenside pawn structure and will be able to play on the a- and b-files. He has a lasting advantage, but it is only slight because the white position is compact and the weak pawns on e5 and b3 (after a timely …a4xb3 exchange) are well covered.

17…♘b8!

The manoeuvre initiated by this move can be delayed, but it is normally important to play the essential moves first so as to keep more choices for future plans.

17…f6 18.exf6 ♖xf6 (or 18…♗xf6) enhances the black pieces’ prospects, but weakens the pawn structure a little more and gives White counterchances, which is a shame.

18.♖fd1 ♘c6

[image: images]

Black has carried out his plan. The knight defends the a5-pawn, attacks the e5-pawn and can go to b4 or d4 depending on circumstances.

19.♗c3 ♖ab8 20.♖ab1 ♖fd8 21.♕e1 ♘b4


[image: images]

22.♕e3?

A tactical error. 22.♘fd2 provides support for the b3-pawn and c4-knight and keeps the white position solid, albeit with no prospects of active play. Black can take his time and put pressure on the d-file and the a8-h1 diagonal.

22…♗xc4 23.bxc4

After 23.♖xd8+ ♗xd8 24.bxc4 ♘d5! 25.♕d3 ♖xb1+ 26.♕xb1 ♘xc3 27.♕c2, Black has the choice between 27…♘d5 28.cxd5 exd5 and 27…♕d7 28.♕xc3 ♕xa4 with a decisive advantage in both cases.

23…♖xd1+ 24.♖xd1 ♕c6

White cannot defend the a4-pawn by 25.♖a1 because of 25…♘c2. So it is lost, and the game too.

25.h4 h6 26.♔h2 ♖a8 27.♗xb4 axb4 28.♘d2 ♕xa4 29.♘b3 ♕c6 30.h5 ♖a2 31.♖d2 ♖xd2 32.♘xd2 ♕a4 33.♘b3 ♕a2 34.♕d3 ♕xf2 0-1


Solution 3

Salo Flohr
 Salo Landau

Kemeri 1937 (9)



1.c4 ♘f6 2.♘c3 e5 3.♘f3 ♘c6 4.e3 d5 5.cxd5 ♘xd5 6.♕c2 ♗e7 7.a3 ♘xc3 8.bxc3 0-0 9.d4 ♗d6 10.♗e2 ♕e7 11.0-0 ♗g4 12.h3 ♗d7 13.c4 b6 14.♗b2 ♖ae8?!

[image: images]

Black has two main plans at his disposal: play …e5-e4 and then advance the f-pawn as far as possible, or else take on d4, which would now be very strong as recapturing with the pawn would lose the e2-bishop. The idea of Black’s last move is to defer the choice of one of these two plans, and while the intention is good we shall see that there is a problem.

White has a strong pawn centre, but how can he progress? After 15.d5 ♘d8, the black knight will go to c5, and sacrificing a pawn to prevent this (while weakening the opposing structure) by 16.c5 bxc5 (16…♗xe5? loses the e5-pawn) is not promising because Black is active on the kingside.

15.c5! bxc5 16.dxe5 ♘xe5 17.♘xe5 ♗xe5 18.♗xe5 ♕xe5

Thanks to this breakthrough White has altered the queenside pawn structure in his favour – both the a7- and c7-pawns are exposed.

19.♖fc1!


[image: images]

Freeing the f1-square for the bishop in order to defend the kingside.

19…♕g5?!

Landau is ready to sacrifice the a7-pawn in search of counterplay. His attack is dangerous, but ultimately insufficient.

His best option was to go into the endgame with 19…c6! 20.♕xc5 ♕xc5 21.♖xc5 ♖c8 followed by 22…♖c7 to cover the c6-pawn and the seventh rank. White has the general plan of advancing his majority while tying the opposing pieces to the defence of the various weaknesses. He has a slight but lasting advantage, which was very much to Flohr’s liking.

20.♕xc5 ♖e5 21.♕xa7 ♗xh3 22.♗f1

The bishop is safer here than on f3.

22…♕g6

[image: images]

23.♖c5!?

The plan of advancing the outside passed pawn is strong enough to ensure a very large advantage, therefore Flohr ignores the harmless c7-pawn for the moment and takes the time to secure the position of his king by offering an exchange of rooks.

23.♕xc7 ♖g5 24.♕c6 was also good.

23…♖xc5 24.♕xc5 ♖c8 25.a4 h5 26.a5 h4 27.♕d5

After 27.a6 Black can go into the rook endgame, even if it appears that this does not save him: 27…♗xg2! 28.♗xg2 h3 29.♕d5 ♕xg2+ 30.♕xg2 hxg2 31.♔xg2 ♔f8 32.a7 ♖a8 33.e4 ♔e7 34.f4 ♔d7 35.♔f3


[image: images]

analysis diagram



White’s idea is to create a passed pawn on the e-file in order to keep the a7-pawn. The variations are instructive and I will give some of them:

A) 35…♔c6 36.e5 g6 (if 36…♔b7 37.f5 wins) 37.♔g4 (en route for the newly weakened f6-square) 37…♔b7 38.♔g5 ♖xa7 39.♖xa7+ ♔xa7 40.♔f6 c5 41.♔xf7 c4 42.e6 c3 43.e7 c2 44.e8♕ c1♕♕e4 is a long forced variation that also wins;


B) 35…c5 (looking for counterplay, but the pawn becomes exposed) 36.e5 ♔c6 (after 36…g6 37.♖a6! the king is cut off from the c5-pawn and the white rook can possibly go to f6) 37.f5! (the creation of a new passed pawn is guaranteed; after 37.♔e4 g6! it was still necessary to find a way to get through) 37…♔d5 38.♔f4 c4 39.♖a5+ ♔d4 40.♔f3! (the black pawn had to be neutralized; 40.e6? fxe6 41.fxe6 c3 42.e7 c2 43.♖a1 ♔d5 only draws) 40…♔d3 (or 40…c3 41.♔e2 ♔c4 42.e6) 41.♖d5+! ♔c2 42.♖d7 c3 43.♖xf7 ♔b2 44.♖xg7 c2 45.♖b7+ ♔a2 46.♖c7 ♔b2 47.e6 ♖xa7 48.♖xc2+ ♔xc2 49.♔e4! and White wins. On the last move 49.f6 was also sufficient, but that allowed 49…♖a6 when it will be necessary to win with queen against rook.

27…♗f5 28.a6 ♗e4 29.♕d7 ♗f5 30.♕e7 h3 31.a7 ♗e4 32.♕d7 ♖a8 33.♕xh3 c5 34.♕d7 ♕c6 35.♕xc6 ♗xc6 36.♖a5 ♗e4

[image: images]

37.f3

An elegant win: the bishop is chased to b7 where it will be decisively pinned. If it went to d5 or c6 then the c5-pawn would be taken with gain of tempo.

37…♗b7 38.♖xc5 ♖xa7 39.♖c7 f6 40.♔h2

No rush. After 40.♗c4+ ♔h8 41.♗d5? ♖a1+ the white bishop is lost.

40…♔h8 41.♗b5

The threat of 42.♗c6 is unstoppable, so Black resigned.


Solution 4

Gennadi Sosonko

2530

Manfred Hermann

Bad Lauterberg 1977 (12)



1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.♘f3 ♘f6 4.♘c3 dxc4 5.e3 b5 6.a4 b4 7.♘b1 ♗a6 8.♕c2 e6 9.♗xc4 ♗xc4 10.♕xc4 ♕d5 11.♘bd2 ♘bd7 12.♕e2 ♘e4 13.♘xe4 ♕xe4 14.0-0 ♗e7 15.b3 0-0 16.♗b2 c5 17.♖ac1 ♖ac8 18.♖fd1 ♕b7 19.h3 cxd4 20.♗xd4 ♗f6

[image: images]

The pawn structure gives Black a queenside space advantage. This could be an asset, but here White is a bit better developed and the black pawns, together with the c4-, c5- and c6-squares (left permanently defenceless by the advance of the pawn to b4) and also the c7-square, could prove to be exposed.


21.♕b5!

The black queen is influential on the queenside, defending the two black pawns and the d7-knight in particular. The only route to a big advantage is to exchange it.

21…♕xb5!

A) 21…♖c7 22.♖xc7! (White no longer has a strategic reason to seek – or avoid – the exchange of queens if his is tolerated on b5) 22…♕xc7 23.♗xa7 wins a pawn;

B) 21…♖b8 22.♕a5! (with the threats of 23.♕xa7 and 23.♖c7; this is better than 22.♕xb7 which is enough for a substantial advantage) 22…♗xd4 23.♘xd4 when the knight can go to b5 or c6 and Black is much worse;

C) 21…♖xc1 22.♕xb7 (22.♖xc1 also deserves attention with, in particular, the variation 22…♕xb5 23.axb5 ♖b8? 24.♗xa7 ♖xb5 25.♖c8+ ♘f8 26.♗c5) 22…♖xd1+ 23.♔h2 the queenside pawns are still just as vulnerable, and after the illustrative line 23…a5 24.♕xd7 e5 25.♕c7 exd4 26.♕c2! ♖a1 27.♘xd4 it is doubtful that Black can save himself.

22.axb5

[image: images]

22…♗xd4

22…♖b8 is natural, to try to regain the b5-pawn, and after 23.♖c7 ♘b6 (23…♖fd8? 24.♗xa7) 24.♗xf6 gxf6 25.e4!?, in order to dominate the black knight, there are two possibilities:

A) 25…♖fc8 26.♖xa7 ♖c5 27.♘d4 (27.♖a5 is also good) 27…♖d8 28.♖aa1 and Black cannot recover the lost pawn because 28…e5? 29.♘f5 is too dangerous;

B) 25…♘c8 26.♖dd7 ♖xb5 27.♘d4 White is getting ready to play 28.♘xe6! or 28.♘c6 followed by 29.♖xc8! and is much better after 27…♖h5 (leaving the b6-square free for the knight, which would not be the case after 27…♖b6) 28.♘c6 ♘b6 29.♖

23.♘xd4 ♖c3 24.♘c6

[image: images]

24…♖a8?

The rook will have to move again and the loss of time will prove fatal.

After 24…♘f6 there could follow 25.♖xc3 bxc3 26.♖c1 ♘e4 27.f3 ♘d6 28.♘xa7 with a big advantage.

25.♖a1

And not 25.♖xc3? bxc3 26.♖xd7? c2 27.♘e7+ ♔f8 28.♖c7 ♖d8! 29.♖xc2 ♖d1+ 30.♔h2 ♔xe7 when the white superiority has almost entirely evaporated.

25…♘f6 26.♖xa7 ♖e8

26…♖xa7? 27.♖d8+

27.♖c7 ♘d5 28.♖xd5! exd5 29.b6

Black resigned.


Solution 5

Luis Piazzini
 Carlos Guimard

Necochea ch-ARG m 1938 (2)



1.d4 ♘f6 2.c4 e6 3.♘c3 d5 4.♗g5 ♗e7 5.e3 0-0 6.♖c1 ♘bd7 7.♘f3 a6 8.cxd5 exd5 9.♗d3 c6 10.0-0 ♘e8 11.♗xe7 ♕xe7 12.♕c2 ♘df6 13.♘e5 ♘d6 14.♘a4 h6 15.b4 ♗d7 16.♘b6 ♖ad8 17.a4 ♗e8 18.♖b1 ♕c7 19.a5 ♕e7 20.♖fe1 ♘d7 21.♘bxd7 ♗xd7 22.f3 ♗e6 23.♖e2 ♕g5 24.♖f1 f5 25.f4 ♕f6 26.g3 ♗f7 27.g4 ♗e6 28.h3 ♕h4 29.♔g2 ♕f6 30.h4

[image: images]

White has just played 30.h4? with the likely intention of continuing 31.g5 when he would gain a large space advantage and lasting pressure. This involves calculating a simple variation that gains an exchange for a pawn and evaluating the resulting position.

30…fxg4! 31.♗h7+ ♔h8 32.♘g6+ ♔xh7 33.♘xf8+ ♔g8 34.♘xe6 ♕xe6

[image: images]

White has an exposed king, his rooks lack prospects and he has weak pawns on e3 and h4, or elsewhere in case of a modification of the structure. The black knight has excellent squares on e4 and f5 and the g4-pawn is annoying.

Without calculating anything we can see that White cannot be better and is probably much worse. Thus, to have played 30.h4 in a superior position was a big strategic mistake.

35.f5

Or 35.h5 ♘f5 (Black has some choice) 36.♕d3 ♖e8 37.♖fe1 (defending the e3-pawn, but also preparing e3-e4 – to help the rooks) 37…♕f6 (with the idea of …♖e8-e4, among others, to free the queen from the defence of the knight, followed by …♕f6-h4) 38.e4!? (after 38.♖h1 ♖e4 39.♕d2, one way to win is 39…g6!? followed by the advance of the g- and h-pawns) 38…♘xd4 39.exd5 (39.♖e3 ♘e6) 39…♘xe2 40.♖xe2 ♖xe2+ 41.♕xe2 ♕xf4! 42.dxc6 ♕f3+! 43.♕xf3 gxf3+ 44.♔xf3 bxc6 and the pawn ending is winning.


35…♕f6 36.♔g3 h5 37.♖f4 ♖e8

Threatening a check on e4. 37…♘e4+? immediately is no good because of 38.♖xe4.

38.e4!? ♕xd4!

The simplest.

39.exd5 ♕g1+

White gave up without asking to see 40.♖g2 ♖e3+ followed by mate.


Solution 6

Igor Kan
 Nikolay Riumin

Leningrad ch-URS 1933



1.d4 ♘f6 2.c4 g6 3.♘c3 ♗g7 4.e4 d6 5.f3 0-0 6.♗e3 ♘bd7 7.♕d2 e5 8.♘ge2 ♘b6 9.b3 ♗d7 10.♗g5 ♕e7 11.d5 a5 12.a4 ♕e8 13.g4 ♔h8 14.♘g3 ♘g8 15.♗d3 f6 16.♗e3 ♘c8 17.h4 b6 18.0-0-0 ♘ce7 19.♖dg1 f5 20.gxf5 gxf5 21.exf5 ♘xf5 22.♘xf5 ♗xf5 23.♘e4 ♕d7 24.♖g3 ♗xe4 25.♗xe4 ♘f6 26.♖hg1 ♖f7 27.♕g2 ♘h5 28.♖g5 ♘f4

[image: images]

We have a typical King’s Indian position with opposite-side castling. The white queen is attacked and it is tactically possible to move it away by playing 29.♕c2 (29…♘h3? is refuted by 30.♗f5 ♖xf5 31.♖xg7), but, nevertheless, this is not a good idea because after 29…♗h6 the black position is solid.

29.♗xf4! exf4

Transposing into a position with opposite-coloured bishops is an important technical method to exploit an advantage. The initiative, or the attack, will then play a dominant role and we must evaluate each side’s prospects from this viewpoint.

The white major pieces are clearly the more active, but the black bishop is powerful and if his queen could get to f6 Black would obtain some counterplay.

30.h5!

This move initiates a manoeuvre that will prevent the black queen from becoming active. The threat is 31.h6, winning the bishop.

A) 30.♗f5? ♕e7 31.♗e6? (31.♔b1 ♕f6 32.♔a2 retains some winning chances) 31…♕f6 illustrates Black’s possibilities, he threatens to give a perpetual check;

B) After 30.♖h5? ♗d4! 31.♖d1 ♖g7! the chances are even.

30…h6 31.♖g6

[image: images]

31…♖e8


After 31…♕e7, 32.♖e6 completes the white manoeuvre and prohibits the black queen from using the f6- and e5-squares for a long time. There could follow 32…♕g5 (to avoid 33.♕g6) 33.♕h2 ♕d8 34.♗b1! with the idea of ♕h2-c2 and White is winning.

32.♗b1!

Again aiming to put the queen on c2, in front of the bishop.

32…♖g8??

Black resigned without waiting for 33.♖xh6+! ♗xh6 34.♕xg8#.

After 32…♖fe7, the most resistant move, some precision is required:

A) 33.♕c2? ♖e1+ 34.♖xe1 ♖xe1+ 35.♔d2 ♖h1 with the threat of 36…♖h2+ lets the win slip away. There is no way to move the rook with gain of tempo in order to mate on h7, for example: 36.♖g2 ♔g8 or 36.♖xd6 ♖h2+ 37.♔d1 ♖h1+!;

B) 33.♔d1! (the simplest) 33…♖e2 34.♕xe2 ♖xe2 35.♖xg7 (35.♔xe2 is a little more complicated) 35…♕xg7 36.♖xg7 ♖b2 when both white pieces are attacked, but 37.♖xc7 ♖xb1+ 38.♔c2 wins easily and 37.♖h7+! ♔g8 38.♗e4 is even better.


Solution 7

Grigory Levenfish
 Pjotr Dubinin

Leningrad ch-URS 1934 (3)



1.e4 e5 2.♘f3 ♘f6 3.♘c3 ♘c6 4.♗b5 d6 5.d4 exd4 6.♘xd4 ♗d7 7.♗xc6 bxc6 8.♕f3 c5 9.♘f5 ♗xf5 10.♕xf5 ♕d7 11.♕f3 ♖b8 12.0-0 ♗e7 13.b3 0-0 14.♗g5 ♘d5 15.♘xd5 ♗xg5 16.♕g3 ♗d8

[image: images]

Black has a cramped position but is ready to chase the d5-knight and regain ground in the centre by …c7-c6 or …f7-f5.

17.♖ad1!

By putting pressure on the d-file, and in particular the d6-pawn, White is trying to stabilize the position of his knight and thus obtain a big advantage.

An immediate attack on the kingside by 17.f4 would allow 17…f5!, for example: 18.e5 c6 (18…dxe5 19.♖ad1 exf4 also seems OK) 19.♘e3 d5 20.c4 d4 21.♘c2 (with the idea of installing this knight on d3) 21…a5!, obtaining queenside counterplay.

17…f5

A) After 17…c6 18.♘e3 ♗c7 19.♘f5 f6! (defending g7 and controlling the e5-square to prevent 20.♘xd6? because of 20…♖bd8) 20.♖d3 (20.h4!? is interesting, to secure the position of the knight by h4-h5) 20…♖bd8 21.♖fd1 d5 22.♕f3 White has strong pressure on the d-file;

B) Deferring this central commitment by 17…♖e8 is possible, but it does not solve the problems after 18.♖


18.e5! ♖e8

18…dxe5? 19.♘f6+ and 18…c6? 19.♘f6+! ♗xf6 20.♖xd6 are both losing.

19.exd6 cxd6

The Levenfish plan has succeeded and his knight is permanently installed on d5.

After 19…♕xd6 White also has the advantage thanks to the activity of his pieces and the weaknesses (of both pawns and squares) in the opposing camp.

[image: images]

20.♖fe1

To exchange the most active black piece. Playing on the d-file by 20.♘e3! (20.♖d3?! c4!? gives the black pieces some prospects) 20…♗c7 21.♖d5 ♖f8 22.♘c4 followed by ♖f1-d1 and ♕g3-d3 is also strong.

20…♖e6 21.♘f4 ♖xe1+ 22.♖xe1 ♗a5

To make way for the rook. 22…♗f6 to strengthen the kingside seems more natural, but after, for example, 23.♕d3 ♖e8 24.♕d5+ ♔h8 25.♖xe8+ ♕xe8 26.♘e6! (26.♕xd6? ♕e1#), White is much better.

23.♘d5 ♗d8

23…♖e8? allows 24.♖xe8+ ♕xe8 25.♘f6+.

[image: images]

24.h4!

The white pieces are already well placed and this move is useful to create weaknesses around the black king as well as to avoid a possible back-rank mate.

24…♖b7 25.c4 ♔f7 26.♕f3 ♔g8 27.♕e
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