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      A strong, independent Black family facing supernatural horror in New Orleans, with a creepy doll at its heart. The contrast between their strength and the insidious, child-targeting evil will be compelling.


    

    
      — Ragdoll by LaToya Lawrence 
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  Foreword



In the humid heart of New Orleans, an astute African American family led by formidable women unwittingly welcomes a malevolent rag doll into their new home, as their youngest’s innocent affection for an antique toy becomes a deadly curse upon her playmates.







  Preface



Moving to New Orleans is supposed to be an adventure for nine-year-old Chanis Bryant and her family, but soon after settling into their new home, Chanis discovers an enchanting secret hidden in her closet—a 13-inch ragdoll with silky, long brown hair that she names Hallie. Instantly smitten, Chanis sees Hallie as the perfect companion, a treasure that brightens her days in the vibrant, yet eerie landscape of the French Quarter.




But not everyone shares Chanis’s delight. Her older sister, Euelyn—affectionately nicknamed Prue—senses that something is off. A creeping unease fills the air whenever Hallie is near, as if the doll wields an unseen power. Soon, Chanis’s playdates take a chilling turn; her young friends begin to suffer mysterious accidents, their laughter silenced by fate’s cruel hand.




As Chanis grapples with the mounting misfortunes surrounding her beloved doll, she and Prue embark on a journey to uncover Hallie’s dark origins—a quest that intertwines their sisterly bond with themes of love, loss, and the haunting legacy of a forgotten past.




Can Chanis protect her new friend without damnation for herself and her family? Or will Hallie unlock secrets that will change the course of their lives forever?




“Ragdoll” is a haunting tale that explores the intricacies of childhood imagination, the bond between sisters, and the thin veil between love and danger. With every turn of the page, readers will be captivated by a gripping narrative that dances on the edge of innocence and horror, inviting them to reflect on the toys we cherish and the stories they hold. Dive into this mesmerizing tale and uncover the spells that beckon from the shadows of childhood wonder.







  Acknowledgments



I cherish all my stories, but this particular book stands out as one of my favorites. It holds a special place in my heart. It evokes memories of childhood joy, carefree days, and the simple beauty of life.




The setting reflects warmth and love, capturing the essence of togetherness against a backdrop of beautiful summer days. I drew from everyday moments and extraordinary experiences to craft a vivid narrative, blending reality with engaging fiction. This creation is not just a story; it’s a celebration of life’s little wonders.




— latoya lawrence








  
  
  Introduction

  
  




In the sultry, shadow-drenched streets of New Orleans, the Bryant family is eager to embrace the charm of their new home. Led by a lineage of fierce, resilient women, they embody strength and togetherness, eager to build a bright future. But when they uncover a charming yet ominous antique rag doll, their world turns upside down.




What begins as innocent play evolves into a sinister game, as the youngest, with her unguarded affection for the doll, unwittingly awakens a darkness that threatens her very friends. The melody of laughter and love is soon haunted by the echoes of eerie whispers and unsettling shadows, as the doll’s malevolent magic seeks to consume the hearts of those around her.




As the family’s bonds are tested and their once serene existence spirals into chaos, they must confront an evil that preys on childhood innocence. “Ragdoll: A Child’s Nightmare” is a gripping exploration of the strength found in family and community, juxtaposed against the insidious nature of malevolence that seeks like a thief in the night.




With every heartbeat, readers will feel the chilling tension rise, keenly aware that even the strongest ties can be unspooled by the most innocent of missteps. Prepare for an emotional journey that mixes the thrill of supernatural horror with the powerful resilience of the human spirit, as this family rallies against a darkness that threatens to unravel them all. Will love and unity prevail, or will the curse of the doll claim its victims? This haunting tale will keep you on the edge of your seat, compelling you to question the line between playfulness and peril.
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Part I: The Unveiling
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  Chapter 1: The House on Esplanade

  
  




The air in New Orleans hung heavy, a thick, humid embrace scented with the perfume of jasmine, chicory coffee, and the faint, sweet decay of old wood. It was an atmosphere that clung to the skin, seeped into the clothes, and, Baylene Bryant knew, would soon seep into their very bones. But it was a welcome heaviness, a new chapter.


“Are you sure about this, Mama B?” Baylene asked, not for the first time, as she surveyed the grand, decaying beauty of their new home on Esplanade Avenue. Her mother, Myelle, a woman whose wisdom ran as deep and unyielding as the Mississippi itself, simply smiled.


“Child, where else would we be? This house has good bones. Needs a little love, that’s all. And we’ve got plenty of that to give.”


Myelle Bryant, with her silver braids neatly coiled and her ever-present knowing gaze, was the quiet anchor of their formidable family. Beside her, Delayne, Baylene’s younger sister, surveyed the ornate wrought-iron balcony with a wry grin. “Plenty of love, and plenty of contractors, I hope. Those shutters look like they’ve seen better centuries.” Delayne, true to her profession as a sharp, independent landscape architect, was already mentally sketching renovations. Practical, quick-witted, and with a laugh that could cut through any tension, Delayne was the family’s vibrant spark plug.


Baylene, herself an architect by trade, had fallen for the house’s faded grandeur the moment she’d first seen it online. It was a stately




















































