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    What people are saying about
 There’s a Fly in my Tea!


    There’s a Fly in my Tea is a great Bible study for Christians of all stages and walks of life. The truths from the Bible are clearly given, making it not just an easy read, but a very convicting one also. I would not hesitate to recommend this study to Christians new in the faith, and ‘well-seasoned’ Christians continuing their walk with the Lord.


    Kim Hoiseth, Associate Pastor’s wife


    There’s A Fly in My Tea is an outstanding Bible Study grounded on the Truth of the Bible. The heart of the author is conveyed through the easy to read conversational writing. Many thought provoking Truths are addressed in this book, which when understood, heeded, and obeyed will bring great joy to the reader.


    Jodi Feaster, church secretary


    There’s a Fly in my Tea challenges the reader to closely evaluate their relationship with Christ. In every chapter, the reader will encounter truths from the Word of God that will encourage a more effective walk with the Lord.


    Denise Blaylock, administrative assistant, wife, and mother of two


    Who is watching us to see if we are different and being a Christian really matters? The answer is everyone. Using Peter’s life as an example, along with personal applications, the book highlights aspects that we all need to be aware of which can ruin our chance of reaching out to someone else. You are encouraged to take the lessons and correctly live them out in your life. This book is a challenge to get into the Word of God and see exactly who He wants us to be. What a great study to help us remember that ours may be the only glimpse of Christ that someone might witness in their life.


    Sara Martin, teacher, wife, and mother of three


    This is a great study, which using the Word of God, enhanced my relationship with him. It challenged me to be more like Christ and enriched my walk with the Lord. Crystal didn’t just write this study, she allowed it to grow her in the Lord, as well. This is something that I have observed to be evident in her life. Her desire is that others may learn and grow, glorifying God.


    Amber Clark, wife and homeschooling mother of five
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    ​Introduction


    You are probably wondering what “a fly in my tea” has to do with my Christian testimony. Well, I don’t know about you but when I am studying my Bible, the most memorable lessons are those visual pictures God gives to me. Recently, my Bible Study group has been going through the book of Ecclesiastes. As I studied chapter ten, God gave me the “fly in my tea” picture to teach me about verse one and the way in which my life represents Christ.


    Dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to send forth a stinking savour: so doth a little folly him that is in reputation for wisdom and honour.


    Ecclesiastes 10:1


    True, I haven’t had dead flies in the ointment of the apothecary lately, but I have certainly had flies or bugs land in my tea before. I really enjoy a nice cold glass of iced tea, especially at a barbecue where I’m enjoying warm weather. If you’re not a tea drinker, maybe this is where you should substitute your drink of choice . . . lemonade, pop, water, coffee, etc.


    You know how it works . . . you are having a great time with friends and family at a barbecue in the backyard. You are lounging comfortably in your lawn chair, fellowshipping, and having a good time when you pick up your drink only to discover that a fly has landed and nearly drowned in your iced tea. The way I see it, you have two choices at that point.


    
      	Get the fly out and continue drinking it.


      	Dump the tea and get a fresh glass.

    


    Now some of you with stronger stomachs may be capable of choosing number one. I’ll admit that even I—who is known for having a very weak stomach—have been able to get the fly out and continue drinking; however, I never end up finishing the tea. No matter how much I try to convince myself that it is okay, I just can’t get that fly out of my mind; therefore my drink is set aside until it gets warm and even more unappealing. It doesn’t matter that the fly is gone. The tea has been tainted.


    Option number two seems a better choice for me. Fresh glass with fresh tea. All thoughts of the fly gone. Now I just have to work harder to keep the flies out of my tea. I could watch my glass carefully, waving off any potential suspects. This would be diligent work because we all know that those pesky flies are ruthless at an outdoor barbecue, buzzing around our food and drinks, trying to land. Or I could even try using a lid to keep the flies out of my tea. Both options would be ways that I could protect my tea.


    Some of you may already see where I am heading with this illustration. Ladies, we have to protect our Christian testimonies with diligence to prevent them from being tainted. The world is watching us and they know how a Christian should act. If we allow even one fly—maybe snapping at a salesclerk in frustration—in our life, we have done damage to our testimony. Even if God convicts us later of that sin and we deal with it, those that witnessed the incident will only remember the fly.


    You may be thinking, “It’s just a fly! Why is it so important?”


    Unlike the backyard tea illustration, there is no getting a fresh glass. These flies cause lasting harm to our testimonies. If our testimony is tainted, it doesn’t just reflect poorly on us. We taint the testimony of our families, our churches, and, sadly, our Lord Jesus Christ. We prevent the very thing we have been left on this earth to do—see people come to know Jesus Christ as their Personal Savior and help them grow spiritually so that even more people are reached with the Gospel.


    As the Lord revealed this to me, I wanted to learn how to protect my tea. I knew I had tainted tea! If we are honest, we can all admit that our tea has been tainted at one point or another. In fact, it seems impossible to not have tainted tea.


    So what can we do?


    As I began to seek the answer to that question, the Lord led me to study the life of Peter.


    Talk about a guy with tainted tea!


    Peter definitely made some mistakes in his life, but he also had a great impact for the Lord Jesus Christ. It is
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