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How could someone with the stage name Lady
Gaga become anything except a household name? Some people just
naturally belong on billboards. With Fright wigs, fake
blood, and ritualistic performances as suggestively limitless as
her name... Lady Gaga reigns, in all of her pulchritudinous
splendor, as the Queen of the Obscene...darkening the world with
controversial musical interpretations of the grotesque...and it
appears that the choir girl from Hell, born to us in March, 1986 as
Stefani Joanne Angelina Germanotta, appears to be here to stay.

 



 Chapter One:
Out of Nowhere

 


In the previous generation, we thought
Madonna and Grace Jones parading around stages in negligees,
raincoats and army boots was the wild side. Boy George and Cyndi
Lauper satisfied our need for strange. But suddenly, all over the
world, gothic culture broke out, arresting conservatism and
demanding the right to be deranged Alice Cooper drank chicken blood
on stage. And for some reason, Ozzy Osborne bit the head off of a
bat, and two doves. Graphic tattoos, pythons and tongue piercings
had become boring. Out of nowhere, a musical emancipation
pronounced darker theories of death and pain that drew many punk
rockers and pop culture fans further into the dark. John Lennon was
replaced by Marilyn Manson. Gay people and atheists started their
own churches. Cocaine escalated to crack. Yuppies applied for food
stamps.

But by the late 1970s, a culture of black
lipstick, blood and men adopting female names grew into its own
genre. At the same time, crack cocaine and the World Wide Web had
made it through their infancy stages of development. The State of
California was easing its bands against marijuana. And by 1979, the
Gay Movement was red hot. In October, 1979 close to 75,000 people
participated in the National March on Washington for Lesbian and
Gay Rights in Washington, D.C. Novelist Tom
Wolfe labeled the 70s as “The "Me" Decade “ in his
article “The ‘Me’ Decade and the Third Great Awakening". It was in
this environment that the gothic music genre united punk rockers,
heavy metal fans, and even some conservative Rock-n-Rollers in a
World Wide Web. The Internet would play a large role in connecting
gays, the depressed, the addicted, the heartbroken and the
misunderstood internationally, furthering the growth and prominence
of Goth. The years of the Goth movement have been placed roughly
between 1971 and 1984. During this period, it seemed
everybody was in some type of artistic movement. From punk
to the new wave Brit Heavy Metal… Psychobilly and the
Futuristic movement… the earliest Goth bands can be traced
to UK Decay, the Banshees and Bauhaus.

The term “gothic” is derived from a Germanic
tribe called “Goths”. Goths were considered barbaric or unclean;
thus outcasts of societies. Later, the term 'Gothic' was applied to
a type of architecture also considered barbaric. It was applied to
a late 18th/19th century type of literature which had a
fascination with death and the supernatural. The term 'Gothic' was
placed to music in the late 70s with the release of 'Bela Lugosi's
Dead' by Bauhaus. Early observers had concluded: “Goths have a
fascination with death. They try to find a different way of
thinking about life, trying to find beauty in life, pain and death.
It's all a quest for immortality.” Music themes and stage
performances portrayed elements of pain, mutilation, and death,
particularly by murder or suicide.

Subsequently, many labeled Goth as ‘the
culture of the depressed’ and associated its tone with atheism,
homosexuality, and the grotesque. The relationship between mega
star musicians and premature death is marked by a disturbing record
of premature deaths.

American R&B singer Whitney
Houston's untimely death occurred in February, 2012.
Houston was found dead in her hotel room in California just before
an awards show appearance. The sudden death on Feb. 11 was ruled an
accident.

King of Pop, Michael
Jackson died on June 25, 2009 of a Propofol
overdose after suffering a respiratory
arrest at his home in Los Angeles. His physician,
Conrad
Murray, found Jackson in his room, not breathing.
Jackson was treated by paramedics at the scene, and was later
pronounced dead at the Ronald
Reagan UCLA Medical Center. Before his death, Jackson
had been administered Propofol, lorazepam,
and midazolam in
his home.

Elvis Presley was found dead on August 16,
1977 in the bathroom at his Graceland
home. He was rushed to the hospital where he was officially
pronounced dead. The coroner recorded the cause of death as cardiac
arrhythmia. The cause of the arrhythmia was an overdose of
prescription drugs. Including codeine, Valium, morphine, and
Demerol.

It is accurate to say gothic music emerged
from a variety of music styles, adopting themes of darkness,
mysticism and death. Non-conformity also came with a fascination
with illicit sex and the grotesque - major undertones for much of
the works.

Still, highly definitive gothic themes
developed in literature and art, as well as music as the century
began to turn. Preacher’s kid Alice Cooper held the crown for King
of Shock Rock. However, his style could just as well been
considered Goth. As snakes had become domestic pets, Cooper used
blood, guillotines and electric chairs to refresh his audiences.
Like Alice, Brian Warner traded his name for Marilyn and expressed
himself loudly, in the dark. Even the late King of Pop, Michael
Jackson attempted to satisfy demands of the fans of darkness with
Thriller. And again, he and his sister Janet appeared, both
clearly infected with Gothic, and released the single
Scream. By the end of the century, Marilyn Manson and the
Nine Inch Nails and Alice Cooper had reached the underworld Hall of
Fame.

In the women’s locker room, no one had
auditioned for gothic prestige. Musically risqué female rockers
ventured past audacious costumes and amphibious pets, to severely
modified sexual roles and expressions of unholiness. But no one had
stepped up to claim the Crown of Darkness. However, the Material
Girl and Madame Gracie became overshadowed by more
controversial female newbies, while skimpy sleepwear upgraded to
wonderful dresses made of bubbles, lettuce, and raw meat. It is
here that Gothic culture decided to nominate its first Queen of
Black.

 



 Chapter Two:
The Beginning

 


Around 1999, in New York’s Upper West Side
Manhattan community, life was fairly average for the average kid.
The New York Yankees won the 25th world championship,
United States President Bill Clinton was being impeached for
extracurricular activities, and Wachowski’s The Matrix
opened theaters. Besides that, things were pretty quiet. For some,
it was a little too quiet.

Not too far from Central City Park, a young
girl gazed out of the window of an all-girls school, envisioning a
totally different world. In this new world, she was a winner.
Everything inside her had come out, and plastered itself all over a
canvas in a museum. Above the canvas was an epitaph that read
Mother Monster. People bustled by, stopping to look at the
bizarre splotch of red, black and white that dripped from the
canvas. Her dream world was filled with people, and with New Age
energy. It was filled with noise.

Raised as a Roman Catholic, a gifted,
well-educated Stefani Germanotta had learned piano at the age of
four, and eventually the keyboards. Her family consisted of her
parents, Joseph and Cynthia Germanotta, her younger sister Natali,
and the family’s two dogs—Alice and Lilu. The family home was an
above average triplex apartment on Manhattan’s Upper West Side. The
girls attended an all-girl school, the Convent of the Sacred Heart,
where they practiced piano. One of her only childhood friends was
Korean fellow student Bo Kyung who didn’t seem to fit in any more
than Stefani. Another childhood friend, Poppy Chaos, later pursued
a career in music as well.

Stefani’s father, Joseph Germanotta, worked
in telecommunications, but he had an entrepreneurial spirit. He
started a company called Guest Wi-Fi in 2002, which installed
wireless internet access in hotels. In his leisure, Mr. Germanotta
made bootleg wine in the basement of the family apartment. Cynthia
Germanotta, originally from West Virginia, is described as a
graceful, youthful blonde. She also worked to support the family
and had a positive impact on her daughters’ self-image. Stefani
recalls her impression of her mother as a child: "My mother is
the strongest person on the planet. My parents always knew I was
different; I was never a normal kid. I talked differently. My dad
used to say, 'Just get to the point.' I do that with my lyrics now.
It's a testament when you achieve things like that when you're
young."

Joseph and Cynthia Germanotta have been
married for 30 years. The Germanottas exposed their daughters to
musical entertainers such as The Beatles, Elton John, and Stevie
Wonder. By age14, little Stefani had written her first piano
ballad, but heavy metal had become her favorite genre of music.
Despite her surroundings, Stefani traded The Beatles and Stevie
Wonder for Black Sabbath and Ratt. She held her musical first
performance - in a local New York nightclub; as well as her second,
and her third. Her performances were as controversial as her music.
It was clear that neither her lessons, her song writing, nor her
voice were for the church choir. Of course The Beatles were cool,
but Stefani wanted to make some noise.

The impending U-turn, in pursuit of a street
Rock career, occurred around the same time period that Goth was
coming on the scene. And the line between Heavy Metal and Goth is
not very thick. Futuristic films such as The Matrix were
precursors to a new millennium. Charles Addams’ The Addams
Family had been resurrected; Lurch and Cousin It reairred as a
series. Still, the change left spectators wondering what caused
Stef’s drive as a musician to gravitate so dramatically toward the
underground scene, despite her upbringing in the Catholic Church.
Was this her true persona or a gimmick? Had her parents, Joseph and
Cynthia Germanotta, or younger sister Natali seen any hand writing
on the wall? After all, she was a bright student as well as gifted.
She was not struggling to learn, she and Kyung were both A
students. At 17, she obtained early admission to the Tisch School
of the Arts at the University of New York.

Most spectators searched for the usual
culprits: A chaotic home life… sexuality issues… drugs and
alcohol... a pimp. One writer speculated in the Toronto Star
Newspaper: "A lot of people turn to the Gothic subculture after
having a hard time in school, feeling alienated, and looking for a
way to express themselves that mirrors those feelings. Others find
the scene through literature, still others want
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