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“Watson, this thief has done better than most at covering their tracks.” Sidney, typing, searches the digital trail of the data thief using multiple online and physical transfer methods.

Watson smells fresh-ground coffee and the pastries baking in the oven. It is midafternoon, too late to get more food, but it smells delicious. This is Sidney’s favorite coffee shop in which to work in West Chicago. “How does the pastry chef check his special of the day?”

“How Watson?”

“He woofs it down.”

“Seriously, not one of you better ones.”

Watson says, “The courier was very surprised when we showed up to question her. She had no idea what she had gotten involved with. Hired to download a file, take it to another location, and upload it to a new server. Sidney, we need to be careful. Someone going through this much trouble could be dangerous when we find them.”

“We haven’t seen any indication of threats or them being dangerous. Whoever wants this information wants it to disappear, untraceable. They are trying to get away, not be aggressive. They haven’t counted on our ability to get access details.”

“Do you mean your network certification and knowing how all this works?”

“Yes, I had to work at something before I qualified for the academy. I spent hours in a coffee shop like this doing remote work on networks.”

“Transitioning from simply online file movements to downloading to a physical device, physically moving the information to a completely different area, then uploading it isn’t normal. They know we can track online transfers,” Watson states.

“And now they are going to learn that we can track the physical transfers as well. They weren’t counting on your tracking skills, Watson.”

“Your knowledge of the shops and street layout for the Chicago Akihabara district helped track her faster.”

“I almost have the upload destination, Watson. We may be able to wrap up this case by the end of the week. We will need to get a warrant for a full search, including the owner’s house, just to be sure they don’t do a download transfer again.

“I have a concern that we won’t know if we recover the right data. They wouldn’t tell us what was stolen, so how do we know if we get the correct data?”

“We were told it is too sensitive to share the details. We will track this and get the data the thief has. If they tell us later that it is the wrong data, then I’ll bring up the fact that we couldn’t check.”

Sidney nods, “I’ve found the upload server information. We will need a warrant to go further.” He stands and takes the dishes to the counter and returns. 

<<<>>>​

Two days later Sidney and Watson travel to the DePaul University area of Chicago. They have already searched the server for the transferred data and found that it was downloaded and removed from the server.

Now they are traveling to the house where the data was downloaded. The owner of the house is also the one paying for the server. They have a warrant to search the house and any computers inside. When they turn onto the street, there are police and forensic vehicles all over the street. They have to park three blocks away in a high-rise parking garage and walk. It is cold and dry today, so they move quickly.

This section is still individual houses because they have all been designated historical landmarks. The old houses are surrounded by forty-story apartment buildings.

There is a police officer at the door. Sidney shows his credentials at the door and introduces himself and Watson. He then asks, “Officer, what happened? 

“The owner was killed.”

Sidney continues, “Can you tell me when he was killed and when he was found? We have a search warrant for the house.

“He was killed sometime late yesterday or last night. He was found this morning by his son. The victim didn’t show up for work, and they called the son, who came to check. It is surprising for a special agent team to be here. This is a crazy coincidence.”

“Who is the lead detective, and can we go in and check inside?” 

“You will check with Detective Lawrence. I’m sure the detective would love to have Watson consult on the case.”

Watson replies, “Of course.”

They entered the two-story house and started looking around. 

Sidney states, “I’ll look for any network and computer equipment.” He is walking around the living space and the small library area.

Watson replies, “We need to go see Detective Lawrence upstairs before you dig.”

They find Detective Lawrence at the master bedroom entrance. The forensic team is in the bedroom, collecting and bagging evidence. 

He sees Sidney and Watson approaching. “May I help you?”

Sidney shows his credentials and says, “Hello are you detective, Lawrence?” Answering his next question before he asks it. “We have a search warrant for the house related to a top-secret data theft.”

There are noises downstairs, and Watson says, “Another team is here. This is getting interesting.”

Sidney turns around to look at the stairs when Special Agent Mark Smith comes up the stairs with his partner, Ruger. Watson and Ruger step toward each other in greeting.

Sidney shows his credentials and introduces himself and Watson. Saying, “I’ve admired your work.” 

“Thanks, Special Agent Holmes. You’re here for a specific reason?”

“Yes, we have a search warrant for the house related to a top-secret data theft.”

“You traced the theft here?

“Yes, a long and complicated trail led to a server completely paid for by the house owner. The data was downloaded to a computer in this house.”

Watson and Ruger head to the other rooms upstairs to investigate.

Agent Smith nods, turns to Detective Lawrence, and says, “I’m taking over the investigation. The victim was involved in top-secret research, and we can’t talk about the details. Your forensic team should finish its work. We will do interviews with the son who reported this and yourself later.”

Sidney hears Watson from one of the other rooms and walks down the hall. As he gets closer, he hears them talking. 

Ruger says, “The quick look downstairs and here has nothing. The first information made it sound like it was done quickly, and people usually make mistakes in a hurry.”

“I agree, but the lack of evidence could be because they took their time to clean before leaving to remove evidence. It is like they knew we would be the ones investigating.”

Sidney walks into a room that is set up as an office. There is a desk against the left wall. The rest of the room is floor-to-ceiling bookcases, except for the wall with the windows. There are three monitors on top of the desk, with a laptop. The laptop is open with the lock screen visible. He asks, “Find anything?”

They both shake their heads negatively. Watson says, “The computer is your area.”

Sidney puts on gloves and walks up to the computer, checking the lock screen. It wants to see the owner’s face to unlock the system. Sidney pulls out his phone and starts a program. On the program, he pulls up the ID picture of the owner. Holding the phone up to the computer and twisting the phone back and forth, the computer unlocks.

Ruger asks, “How did he do that?” 

Watson replies, “He was a network and security engineer before the academy. He knows about all kinds of hacking methods. He can do a lot more than that when needed.”

Sidney types on the computer. After about one minute of opening windows and typing, he lifts his hands off the keyboard and backs up.

Just then Agent Smith enters the room and says, “What are you doing?”

Sidney replies, “I’m working on my warrant.”

Agent Smith states, “This is my investigation now. Back away from the computer.”

Sidney shrugs, saying, “Fine, it is yours. You should know that the data I’m looking for was downloaded from the server to a USB drive on this computer. When did the victim die?

Smith looks at him, then at Ruger and Watson. He answers, “They estimated before midnight last night.”

“Well, then you have a problem. The data was downloaded at 1:34 A.M. this morning. After the victim was dead. However, our partners both agree there is no evidence that anyone else was in this room.”

Agent Smith looks at Ruger and Watson, and Ruger states, “That is correct.” 

Watson states, “It is clean enough that I suspect whoever did this was at this house previously and wanted to hide that fact from us.”

Sidney asks Agent Smith, “Can I check the system to see if the file is still in the system’s trash can?”

Agent Smith nods, and Sidney steps up to the computer and clicks on icons and menus. “The trash was emptied, so the data is completely gone from here. We don’t know what it was, and now we don’t have a trail except the killer.”

<<<>>>​

“Sidney, I know the data theft is your investigation, but the murder is a priority.” 

Sidney and Watson are meeting with their boss, Kevin Cruz, in his office. They are going over the status and what happened at the house. 

Sidney leans forward in the chair and replies, “I know the murder is the priority, but the data theft is related and could lead to the killer. Agent Smith doesn’t want to talk about any details. If we had more information, we could chase down leads. I know he is ranked second on the teams and therefore he is a higher rank than me. That doesn’t mean we can’t contribute.”

“Sidney, we don’t normally have multiple teams assigned to one case. Right now, Smith is running the investigation. You and Watson are scheduled for your annual physical as the last part of your annual evaluation. This is your first full year working together. I’m interested in reviewing the results with both of you.”

<<<>>>

“Sidney, what is bothering you?”

“Why are you asking, and what is making you sense my unease?”

“You’re pacing in this small apartment, you have only eaten half your normal dinner, and today is Wednesday, when we normally review old unsolved case files. You haven’t opened a single case file tonight. The only other time you haven’t gone through old case files on Wednesday was when we had to catch that suspect in Texas.”

Sidney smiles, replying, “It is the annual review. This is our first full year, so we will be ranked with all the other teams. We have been given the cases no one else wants. Some are the simple ones that don’t help with the annual review. The others are complicated and look bad if you don’t solve them fast enough. We have solved every case they gave us to solve, simple or complicated. We also had people prosecuted for obstruction. The conspiracy case we uncovered should help us move up in the rankings.”

“Talking about pacing, how did the lawyer with a torn ACL still manage to win the marathon? Because he had the power of a torn knee.”

Sidney smiles again, “That one wasn’t terrible.”

“Sidney, why does this review bother you?”

“I spent so much time getting into the academy, then qualifying for the team program. If I fail, they will kick me out, and I’ll lose you as a partner. They reject the bottom ten percent every year.”

“Or we can get a good ranking, and we will get better cases, more status, more money. I’ve asked around and the feedback is that we solve everything, but sometimes we get distracted. We take longer than needed to solve the cases, and we go after every other crime we find. I was told that the people at the top of the rankings get the job done and make the boss look good doing it. You need to stop obsessing like a little kid. Do you need a lollipop to distract you tonight?”

“No, I don’t need candy. And don’t talk about me obsessing Watson over the evidence reviews of a cold case where you nitpick on one piece of evidence until we chew it to a pulp. Anyway, the ranking is done now. Our fate is sealed. We simply need to wait for the formal review.”

“Sidney, will you indulge me tonight? Tell me what you know about the ranking process.”

“The process was set up to ensure the best team would be ranked across several categories. They told us the original intent was to find the best in each category to become trainers. They found after several years that the best team learned to be good or the best in several categories. Ranking is done by forcing managers to list each team from first to last. The top ten are given the most important cases.

“Why did the partner program evaluate partner compatibility to make specific teams?”

“That is an odd question Watson, you were told this information. Are you working a joke on me?”

“No joke, just remind me, Sidney.”

“Combining two that are opposites in several areas but complement each other most of the time produces the best results.”

“Yes, so now I need to be the opposite complement. We will get the results and deal with what we’re told. It is hard to get into the top ten, and most teams take several years to get there. This is our first year.”

“Watson, I know, but we work well together. That has to help with the ranking.

“If it doesn’t work, I will work on my standup routine. You can be my straight man.”

“You make jokes all the time, but you don’t have a stand-up comedy routine.”

“Not yet.”
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They entered the office for their review. In the office are their boss, Kevin, and his boss, the director, Robert Dodd. There is also a woman Sidney doesn’t know, but she looks familiar.

The office is on the 127th floor of the building. It has a window facing north, but not a corner view. Lake Michigan is just visible on the right side.

The office has the expected desk and several chairs. There is a large TV on the wall for vid calls. The most unusual thing was a cabinet with a bookcase on top. It held liquor in the bottom section with glasses in the first book section. The unusual part was that Kevin had actual books on the shelves.

Kevin is of medium build, medium height, brown hair, and brown eyes. When he was an agent, he was noted for not standing out in a group. Everyone knows he is a history buff, and why all the books. Robert Dodd, on the other hand, is over two meters tall with black hair and green eyes. Director Dodd has family connections that got him the job. He has never been a field agent.

Sidney asks, “Is it OK? Are we early?”

The director says, “It is fine Sidney, both of you come in and get comfortable. With us is Dr. Agnes Johnson. She is the top geneticist on the canine partner program.”

Agnes looks like she is in her mid-forties. Her dark brown hair is in a bun, and she is wearing light makeup. Her earrings are small, dangling dogs and colored to compliment her cobalt blue eyes. She is wearing slacks and a shirt with a sweater over that. Her shoes are practical and comfortable for someone who walks a lot during the day.

Watson says, “Hello Dr. Johnson, nice to see you again.”

Sidney nods just before he sits down. That is how he knows her. He’s seen her picture. He doesn’t say anything as he sweats in his armpits; this is worse than when he was waiting for the acceptance letter to the academy. Having the director and the top geneticist in the room can’t be good.

The director starts with, “I know you’re nervous having us here. It is okay, Sidney. I’m going to get to the point. Your rank this year is number seven on the teams.”

Watson looks at Sidney’s face. His face is flushed; his jaw muscles are clenched. This is a shock. 

Sidney is thinking, this is exactly what we wanted, but to pass other top teams to get to seven after one year is completely abnormal. His training kicks in, making him think something unusual is going on.

Watson senses Sidney’s reaction and comments, “That is great, sir, but we’re concerned about jumping ahead of other very qualified teams.”

“Do not be concerned about this result or the fact that I or Dr. Johnson is here. It will be explained in a few moments. Your rise in the ranks has not been because of manipulation. It will cause several discussions with other teams, and I’m prepared to talk with them and explain my decision. I ranked you at number seven because of your initiative, your ability to solve complex cases, and your commitment to this program. You have solved every case and other crimes you found along the way. You found evidence that others couldn’t find to get convictions.”

Dr. Johnson coughs under her breath. When the director pauses, she says, “I need to talk about details of Watson which will help them both understand.”

The director nods toward Dr. Johnson.

Dr. Johnson starts, “I’ve been working on the partner program for many years. Every other generation, we introduce changes and enhancements to improve performance. The results can be an utter failure or a great success.”

“Watson is the latest example of the canine enhancement program, and he is unique. Every other canine tested with these enhancements has failed.”

Sidney shifts his chair to focus on Dr. Johnson. Watson is lying down with his front paws forward and now sits up, focused on the conversation.

Dr. Johnson continues, “We evaluate every puppy to understand the results of the enhancements. We evaluate every canine extensively before pairing to make sure we achieve our goals. The genetic changes and training mean that we have never had a death of a suspect in this program. The canines have backpacks or harnesses they use to stun or net suspects instead of attacking.”

Director Dodd interjects, “The first arguments against this program were about the concern of the canines attacking suspects. We will not jeopardize the program with any enhancement that causes a risk.”

“Please, Director, let me finish. This program was started based on the idea that if we could get the capabilities of a canine, the smell, hearing, sight, and speed, then if we could get a canine that could communicate with a human partner, we could solve dangerous crimes faster and with higher conviction rates.”

“We started genetic engineering and breeding programs to make this happen. The canines had to be larger to get the cranial capacity needed, but that allowed us to get more capabilities. Better eyesight added smell receptors for more substances and better hearing. We have been constantly working to improve the program. Genetic enhancements are outlawed for humans, but not for canines.”

Sidney asks, “So Watson has new enhancements? He has not used anything new.”

“Yes, Watson has several enhancements, but only two are significant enough to talk about here. First, Watson has enhanced strength. Under stress, he can produce up to 25% more power than any other canine partner. He has never had to use this in your investigations.”

The director interjects, “Which is an example of why you rank highly. The most dangerous criminal suspect, and yet the most powerful canine partner, never needs to use his full strength.”

Dr. Johnson rolls her eyes and continues, “Watson, this extra strength is why you’re the largest canine partner we have. However, there is a price. When you exert yourself at full power, you will consume your stamina at a corresponding rate.”

Sidney asks, “So he uses 25% more power and consumes his stamina 25% faster?” 

“The short answer is yes, with a caveat. Another enhancement was supposed to give him greater stamina; however, that change was a failure, and he consumes stamina 10% faster.”

Watson asks, “Is that why you put me on a cardio program? To increase my total stamina?”

“Correct, Watson, plus there is an impact on your diet. Depleting your stamina reserves too quickly can cause you to pass out. The diet is to help you recover faster.”

Sidney says, “We were given a list of activities including sheep herding, Treibball, dog agility, and weight pulling events. Those were just to make him practice on something hard?”

“Yes, Sidney.”

“Do you know what it is like having a dog the size of Watson doing sheep herding? The sheep weren’t just scared; they were terrified. We had more sheep escapes than any other competitor. They climbed over each other to get out of the arena.”

Watson gives several small woofs, causing Sidney to look at him. “You did it on purpose. You’re a not-so-little shit.”

She smiles and continues, “The second major enhancement also has a major diet impact. We have lost human agents in the past from injuries while capturing suspects. The canine partner carries first aid in their harness; however, without opposable thumbs, they can’t administer all the first aid. Watson’s second enhancement is a healing capability. Both for himself and for others. If he is injured, his cells will be repaired faster. A serious knife wound will heal in 24 hours. His saliva can administer this healing factor to others. The special diet also supports this healing capability at its highest level.”

Sidney reaches over and rubs Watson on the neck. “You’re saying my partner is the most powerful canine we have, but using these capabilities could injure him.”

“No, Agent Holmes, it won’t injure him, but it could disable him for hours. Keeping up with the diet is critically important. He needs a high-protein diet with lots of vitamins. Think of him as the Olympic athlete you’re training.”

Watson asks, “No one else knows about my abilities or the drawbacks?”

“No one else knows except the people in this room and the breeding team. That is six people, so there is a total of ten people who know about your capabilities. We want to keep it that way, so do not share.”

Kevin now comments, “I gave a complete evaluation of your performance and then was challenged by the evaluation committee about every aspect. In the end, they pushed to raise your ranking, and the director agreed.”

Sidney responds, “While I love having a higher ranking, I’m concerned that this ranking will cause issues within the teams. I’m jumping over more experienced agents. The canine partners could ostracize Watson.”

“Sidney, this will be difficult for both of you, but we need to have you higher in the teams, with higher visibility, working higher-profile cases. While we don’t want to talk about Watson’s enhancements, we want to give everyone the next level of expectations. You will be expected to solve some of the hardest cases.”

“Director, what is going on? Your pep talks just tells me you’re not telling the real story. This program has taught me to check every detail, and you have given no details.”

The director starts to respond, but Watson stands up and says, “Tell us the truth.”

Dr. Johnson smiles, recognizing Watson was following his training. His stance and voice were intended to intimidate suspects and cause them to answer, usually confessing.

The director recognizes what was happening and says, “Your intimidation isn’t needed. The reality is that this program is under pressure. It costs a lot of money to keep this program, and powerful people have issues with their under-the-table friends getting arrested.”

Watson looks at Sidney, saying, “This is what we wanted.”

Dodd continues, “I need a team that can stand up to the pressure, find corruption, and get the evidence to get these powerful people off the street. You two are a surprising pair. The early evaluations showed you would be an average team that produces average results. The reality is that together you have dug up evidence no one expected, evidence people thought wouldn’t be found. Can you turn up the heat? You’re ranking at number seven is specifically intended to cause issues.”

Sidney looks at Watson, then replies, “We’re ready.

“If you have no more questions for Dr. Johnson, we will let her get back to work.” They both look at Dr. Johnson and say, “Nothing, and thank you.”

“Boss, what is our first case?” asks Watson.

Kevin says, “There are indications that a few government officials are accepting bribes to cover up the criminal activity of a large multinational corporation. Right now, we don’t have any evidence. The top people at the company are well-connected politically. Some would say they are being protected. We need to get the evidence to prosecute the government officials and the top people of the corporations. If you don’t get enough irrefutable evidence, they will not be prosecuted.”

“What kind of criminal activity?”

“Multiple accusations starting with child labor, smuggling drugs, people that complain inside the company disappearing, and bribes.”

Director Dodd adds, “With no evidence right now, I’m assuming some of these rumors are being stated to generally discredit the company and impact its stock price. However, they could all be true.”

Over the next several days their time is split between understanding the people involved in the case and talking with other agents about cases they had closed and how they got the evidence they needed. 

Watson also spent time asking the canine partners how they discovered some of the hard-to-find evidence.

When the rankings were announced, most of the other teams congratulated them on their success. A few made comments about politics, and a couple suggested Sidney bribed someone.
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It is a week after the ranking announcement, 2:03 a.m., and the phone rings. That usually means murder, and Sidney got the short straw. He rolls over, grabs the phone, and says Hello, Sidney Holmes.

“Agent Holmes, we need you both in the director’s office as soon as possible.”

He recognizes his boss’s voice and asks, “To the director’s office? You’re not calling me about a murder? That is why I’d usually be called.”

“The murders are happening as we speak. Get to the director’s office.”

<<<>>>​

“Sidney, Watson, we don’t have time for pleasantries. We have a major problem; this falls into the realm of your special assignment.”

As Sidney and Watson enter the director’s office, they see Kevin, the director, Dr. Johnson, and another person on the large screen on vid call. The director introduces the man on the screen as Dr. Albert Nash in White Sands, New Mexico.

Kevin starts, “Last evening, Special Agent Sebastian Jones, usually called Spike, entered an experimental facility in White Sands, New Mexico. That top-secret facility houses an experimental time-travel machine. He entered the facility with his partner, Molly; they activated the machine and used it. Before using the machine, he set an explosive with a timer. After they went through, the explosives detonated and damaged the machine. The explosion killed three technicians at the facility. Right now, we don’t know where he went.”

Watson looks at Sidney. Sidney has his game face on right now, but he is perplexed, not shocked, and concerned. Watson is thinking and wants to ask, this sounds crazy, a time machine, and Spike used it. Why?

Dr. Nash interjects, “Excuse me, director, it is not where, but WHEN. The machine will not change their location only in time. He is close to White Sands due to physics reasons. We won’t know when until we can get the equipment repaired and check the calibration and logs.”

Watson asks, “So the time machine is not a TARDIS. Spike and Molly are just doing a tour of a different time at White Sands. What do you want us to do?”

The director replies, “You need to follow them and bring them back before they do irreparable harm to our present.”

Sidney turns to Dr. Nash, asking, “When can the machine be repaired, and what can happen until it is repaired?”

Dr. Nash replies, “We could all die, cease to exist. The entire political structure of the world could change. We simply don’t know his motives or what might happen. It will take hours to get the machine repaired.”

Dr. Nash continues, “We need to get the machine repaired, get you both prepared as much as we can, and then send you through at the same time. The machine can drop you into time right after him. There must be a time gap, which means he’ll have a head start.

<<<>>>

After a helicopter ride from the building to the airport, they are now on a private jet traveling to White Sands while being briefed. Dr. Johnson is traveling with them, and the director is on vid.

Director Dodd lets them know he can’t be online the entire time. He then asks, “Where is Dr. Nash? We need him on vid during this time.”

Sidney replies, “We don’t know.”

“Fine. I’ll be back.”

Dr. Johnson tells them, “We don’t know when you will go. What I need to explain to you doesn’t matter when, so we will start here. When you land, there will be no facility that can understand or deal with Watson’s special requirements. You will be on your own. You need to keep up with his diet as the number one priority. High protein, vitamins, and activity when you can. Stay away from deep-fried foods if you can.”

Watson paces the aisle of the airplane. The seat spacing in the private jet allows him to turn at the front and back. He asks, “My vitamins are in my food right now, and I don’t know the details. When you say vitamins, what does that mean? Vitamin A, B, or C? What about minerals as well? If they are specially veterinarian prescribed, how will we get them or pay for them? Do I take them once per day, twice per day?”

Dr. Johnson replies, “I understand this is a lot, and thank you for asking. I need to slow down and make sure I’m clear. You need high-dose multivitamins. Here, I mean in our time, you could buy them in quantity. The standard canine vitamins you would get are not enough. Watson, you’re larger than most dogs. At 75 kilos, you will need to take several vitamins, and I’d recommend two or three taken twice per day.”

The director returns and says, “Dr. Nash should be on vid in a couple of minutes.”

Sidney asks, “Dr. Johnson, that number of vitamins and food will cost money. Will we have money to pay for them?”

The director replies, “No, you won’t have money that works, you won’t have an ID, weapons, or a phone. We don’t have time-appropriate material, so you must go with nothing.”

“I understand we will probably be someplace, I mean at some time, where a canine can’t talk. Sidney will have to deal with all of this for us. How will he pay for vitamins?”

“The team is working on options while you’re traveling,” the director replies.

Sidney asks, “Dr. Johnson, if money is going to be an issue, what is the cheapest way to get Watson vitamins that will work?”

“You should get prenatal vitamins with iron. They will probably be easy to get and less expensive than a prescribed version.”

Sidney pulls out his phone, connects to the plane’s Wi-Fi, and searches for prenatal vitamins. He finds a large variety and asks about options.

Dr. Johnson looks at the list on Sidney’s phone and suggests gummies and taking them every 12 hours with food.

Watson nods his head, saying, “I’ll tell everyone I’m pregnant from a chihuahua and don’t mind my food cravings for human liver.”

Dr. Johnson puts her hand over her mouth, suppressing a snort.

“Watson, we can put them into a different package or bag so I can say they are your treats.”

They go over more diet items with Dr. Johnson as Sidney looks up dog food options to buy online and discusses ingredients.

The pilot comes on the speaker system and announces, “We’re two hours and forty minutes from landing. With this direct route, we’re heading into a storm front, and it will be bumpy. Please sit down and buckle your seat belt for the next 45 minutes.”

Sidney immediately says, “Well, how does that work for Watson?”

Watson walks over to Sidney and wedges himself between the seats under Sidney’s legs. Sidney lifts his legs to make it easier, and Watson says, “Keep your feet down, you’re my seat belt.”

While going through turbulence, some of which is severe, the pilot announces, “Hang on. We’re trying to get above it.”

At this point, Dr. Nash comes on the vid.

Dr. Johnson says, “Great timing. We’re going through a storm and may have issues.”

Dr. Nash asks Sidney, “I need to know your size. If we need to get time-appropriate clothing, we will be scrambling.”

Sidney starts to talk when the plane suddenly drops what seems like hundreds of feet. Sidney sucks in his breath when it starts and then slowly exhales and waits. Watson growls and shifts. After the plane settles, he asks, “How far in time could we be traveling?”

Dr. Nash replies, “We haven’t tested the limits, but based on the design specs, we estimate 150 years.”

“I’m 180 cm tall, with no allergies to the materials used in clothing. I wear size eleven shoes. Most of the time I wear off-the-shelf shirts and pants, nothing custom. I wear a large hat and I don’t like baseball caps.”

Dr. Johnson asks during one of the short, calm moments, “For the period going back 150 years, can someone look up hairstyle and color fashion? I’d recommend that with Sidney’s complexion and blue eyes, he keeps his light brown hair. However, if there is a big social hair fashion thing happening, we need to know so he won’t stand out. We won’t know anything if Spike went forward in time.”

Sidney asks, “That is a good point. Do we know if he went back in time or forward in time?”

Dr. Nash replies, “That is a great question. The controls for the machine are divided. There is a control section to tell the machine the direction because of the power harmonics needed. Then the machine’s detailed components take over. The explosion damaged the detailed jump components. That means we don’t know exactly when, but from the control section we know he went back in time.”

The turbulence lasted almost a full hour. When the pilots give the all-clear, everyone relaxes. Watson crawled out and asked Sidney for water.

The director returns to the vid and at once asks Dr. Nash for an update on the status of the machine repairs and if they have a destination time yet.

“Director, we have two teams working. One team is focused on getting the machine operational, and the second team is working on the control system to get a destination time. Right now, we’re hours from getting the machine started. The explosives were used on the control system, so we must completely replace a lot of the equipment.”

Sidney asks, “How long?”

Dr. Nash pauses and says, “We’re stripping equipment from all over the facility, and it will be four to five hours before we have it turned on. Then we need to run through the tests and get the logs from all the instruments. We won’t have a destination for five to six hours.”

“Doctor, you told us every hour is critical before we see impacts.”

“Yes, director, I said that. We’re working as fast as we can.”

Sidney asks, “Can we help? I can do networking setup.”

“Sidney, every hand will help,” Dr. Nash replies. “However, you need to focus on learning everything we can teach you. If we were planning this properly, it would probably be a year of training.”

Watson responds, “Until we know the destination year, some of this is just guessing. I can learn pre-partner dog laws, rules, and expectations, but Sidney needs more specifics.”

Watson pauses and paces again. After a few seconds, he asks, “Where will we be landing? Can we talk about that?”

Dr. Nash smiles, “Yes, that we can go over. This area of the country has not changed as dramatically as other parts. Especially in the foothills and mountains where you will land.”

Sidney pulls up a map on his phone showing New Mexico. He turns the phone so that Watson can see, pointing to White Sands in the south.

Watson asks, “Are the Native American tribes active in that area, and which tribes.”

“I’ll have someone get the information. I can check the map for the local reservations.” They can see Dr. Nash typing on the computer.

“The Native American tribes will probably not be afraid of me,” states Watson.

“Our closest tribe is the Mescalero Apache. The reservation is to the northeast of White Sands.”

“How much movement do we get for landing? How close can we land to them?” asks Watson.

“I can’t tell you with any accuracy. We hadn’t used the machine for jumps farther than one month before the agent Spike used it. We know his jump was much longer than one month because of the power used.”

“Dr. Nash, I need you to get someone from the tribe or someone who knows their culture and customs to talk with us,” states Sidney. “When we land or arrive, Watson and I will need friends, and I don’t want to make a mistake.”

Watson and Dr. Johnson both nod.

Sidney continues, “Until we know more about when we will land, let’s focus on the basics of the area. We can also talk about movement options: train, bus, and car. That has not changed dramatically over time. It will be a problem to get Watson on an airplane, just like today. Buses will be a problem as well.”

“Sidney, our best options will be a car, or you on a bicycle and me running,” states Watson. “Also, we will need money for a car rental or to buy a bicycle.”

“Let’s talk about money. If we can’t take any money, how will we get any to live and track Spike? Does your team have any ideas, Dr.?”

“We’re working on options, Sidney,” says the director. He continues, “Nothing will be easy when you first land. I’d like to provide more, but the risks are too high for all of us.”

Watson says, “Time to do standup to make money.”

Dr. Johnson says, “But you can’t show people you can talk.”

“We will have to do it like a ventriloquist act. Sidney can have his hand up my butt.”

Dr. Johnson smiles, and Sidney replies with a blank expression, saying, “No.”

They continue general discussions about the region, travel, and transition to motive.

Watson asks, “Do we have any more information about a motive? If we get any clues, it could help.”

“We have several people going through his complete background. Nothing was flagged previously, but we’re digging deeper,” states the director.

Sidney adds, “I’d recommend going back to where he grew up. Find childhood friends and check everything.”

Sidney continues after a pause, “If we’re not making progress with background or motive, let’s talk about communication. Is that even a possibility?”

Dr. Nash looks at Sidney and says, “You’re going back in time. There is no phone, radio, or anything else to talk with you across time.”

Watson responds, “People communicated before there were phones and radios. They used handwritten letters.”

“That is true, Watson,” states Sidney. “However, that was dependent on a postal delivery system that doesn’t allow for delivery in the year 3020 as an option.”

Dr. Johnson asks, “How about using something printed like the newspaper? We can access the archives to look for something.”

“That is a good option. Let me have someone look at how far the old newspapers are stored,” Dr. Nash replies.

Dr. Johnson continues, “It could be a book. Sidney could publish a book every month or year, whatever, and we can just look for the title.”

Sidney replies, “I like the idea except for the year part. I want to get there, find Spike, and get back. This leads
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