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      For every kid who ever stood at the top of a
      waterslide and felt the butterflies. 
      Someone went down that slide before you did — 
      to make sure the butterflies were 
      the only thing that would surprise you.
      Copyright © 2026 by Linda Soules. All rights reserved.
      ISBN  978-1-972766-33-0
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      What If You Were A Waterslide Tester?
      So — you want to be a waterslide tester.
      Good. That means you've already noticed something: every great slide is the result of
      someone, before opening day, riding it again and again until it does exactly what it
      should — and never what it shouldn't.
      A waterslide is a physics machine. It is simpler than a roller coaster but governed by the
      same fundamental forces, with one critical addition: water. Gravity is the engine. The
      rider starts at the top with maximum potential energy, and gravity pulls them down,
      converting that energy into speed. The taller the slide, the faster the rider goes at the
      bottom.
      Friction is the brake. Unlike a roller coaster, the rider's body is in direct contact with the
      slide surface. Without water, friction between skin and fiberglass would be painful and
      unpredictable. Water is the solution. A continuous sheet of it between rider and surface
      lifts skin off fiberglass just enough to cut friction dramatically — the same principle that
      lets a hockey puck glide, that makes a wet bar of soap shoot across a shower floor, that
      turns a careful walk on a wet kitchen tile into an unplanned adventure.
      Waterslide testers evaluate attractions for safety, comfort, and ride experience. And yes,
      it is a real job. It is as fun as it looks from the bottom of the slide — and a great deal more
      scientific than it looks from the top.
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      The water flow rate — measured in gallons per minute (GPM) — is the slide's most critical
      operating parameter. With too little water, friction increases, and the ride becomes rough
      and potentially dangerous. With too much water, the rider moves too fast, and in tight
      curves the rider can hydroplane — skimming on the water layer with so little contact that
      they can't shift position or stay on course. The correct flow provides enough water to
      maintain a smooth, consistent sheet across the entire slide surface.
      A tester who can say precisely where a transition feels abrupt, where flow runs thin on one
      side of a curve, and why a section creates anxiety rather than excitement is giving
      engineers something they can actually fix. The dial is the flow meter. The instrument that
      reads it is a person paying close attention.
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      A tester evaluates whether speeds are correct through every section, whether transitions
      are smooth, whether water flow is calibrated, and whether the ride delivers what it's
      designed to. The same slide is ridden many times with careful documentation after each
      run.
      A tester uses more senses than most riders realize. Their eyes track water spray and foam
      patterns. Their body feels speed, vibration, and lateral force. But their ears matter too. A
      working slide talks — the steady hum of pumps, the rush of the runout, the slap of a body
      against fiberglass, the sound each curve makes when the water is flowing correctly. When
      that soundscape changes, something underneath has usually changed first. Veteran testers
      can often hear a problem a full day before any instrument confirms it.
      And testers ride the way people 
      really
       ride, not just the way the rules say. They go down
      sitting up. They lean sideways. They grab the handles loosely when the rules say grip tight,
      and they cross their arms when the rules say keep them at their sides. They hold hands in
      a two-person tube. They try every position a real ten-year-old might try when nobody is
      looking — because real ten-year-olds will. The slide must be safe for the rider who follows
      the rules and for the rider who doesn't. A tester's job is to be sure of both.
      What A Waterslide Tester Actually Does
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