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      This series is a tribute to all historical romance readers and researchers who, like me, love delving into history and discovering as much as possible about past eras.

      Historical images and texts are labeled with as much information and copyright status as possible  and credit given to sources such as museums, libraries, and universities.

      The way I have discussed historical facts and displayed the images and information is entirely my own work and wording and copyrighted by Suzi Love. All rights to the arguments, discussions, and layouts used in this book are therefore reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form other than brief quotations embodied in critical articles or reviews and full credit must be given to the author.

      For more information, please contact the author at suzi@suziLove.com
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            Regency

          

        

      

    

    
      Prince George IV became Prince Regent when parliament decided that his father, King George III, was too ill to continue ruling Britain.
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        1760-1901  Kings and Queens Of England.

      

      George IV was Regent from 1811 until his father’s death in 1820, when he was crowned as King George IV. He ruled Britain until his death in 1820.
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        1789 George, Prince Of Wales.
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        1811-1820 Regency Era Overview.

      

      PRINCE REGENT 

      ‘On the eighth day of April, 1795, was solemnized, at the Chapel Royal, St. James's, the Marriage of His Royal Highness George Augustus Frederick, Prince of Wales, with Her Royal Highness Caroline Amelia Elizabeth, second daughter of the late Duke of Brunswick, by his consort Augusta, eldest sister of his present Majesty George III.  And on the seventh day of January, 1796, was born, at Carlton House, the Princess Charlotte Caroline Augusta, their sole issue.’ 

      From: 1817 Life and death of Her Royal Highness the Princess Charlotte by Edwin B. Hamilton.
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        1814 Peerage Of the UK.

      

      Princes of the Blood Royal

      The Sovereign’s sons, brothers, and uncles are styled Princes of the Blood Royal, and have precedency of all other dukes, with the title of Royal Highness, which  title was also, by special warrant, in 1816, conferred on the duke of Gloucester, deceased, and, 6th April 1818, on Prince Leopold of Saxe Cobourg (King of the Belgians).

      1840 Debrett's Peerage of the UK

      In the nineteenth century, the richest and important people in Britain were the aristocrats. Most of them had titles, such as duke, marquis or earl, and all of them owned a great deal of land, which made them very wealthy. They made their money by letting their land to farmers, who paid them rent.   

      DIFFERENT DEGREES OF NOBILITY IN ENGLAND.

      The degrees of nobility in the united kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland are five:- Dukes, Marquesses, Earls, Viscounts, and Barons. To which may be added a sixth, the Archbishops and Bishops, who as spiritual lords are entitled to a seat in the house of peers, and possess for their lives all the faculties and privileges of the peerage.

      FROM: 1828 Debrett's Peerage of the UK

      
        	THE KING.

        	Prince of Wales.

        	King’s Sons.

        	King’s Brothers.

        	King’s Uncles.

        	King’s Grandsons.

        	King’s Brother’s or Sister’s Sons.

        	Prince of Saxe Coburg Saalfeld.

        	Archbishop of Canterbury,

        	Lord Primate of all England.

        	Lord High Chancellor, or Lord Keeper.

        	Archbishop of York, Primate of England.

        	Lord High Treasurer.

        	Lord President of the Privy Council.

        	Lord Privy Seal.

        	Lord High Constable.

        	Earl Marshal.

        	Lord High Admiral.

        	Lord Steward of his Majesty’s Household.

        	Lord Chamberlain of his Majesty’s Household.

      

      
        
        1821 TABLE OF PRECEDENCY FOR MEN - 2

      

      

      
        	Dukes, according to their Patents.

        	Marquesses according to their Patents.

        	Duke’s eldest Sons.

        	Earls, according to their Patents.

        	Marquesses’ eldest Sons.

        	Dukes’ younger Sons.

        	Viscounts, according to their Patents.

        	Earls’ eldest Sons.

        	Marquesses’ younger Sons.

        	Bishops of London, Durham, Winchester,

        	and all other Bishops,

        	according to their Seniority of Consecration.

        	Barons, according to their Patents.

        	Speaker of the House of Commons

      

      
        
        1821 TABLE OF PRECEDENCY FOR MEN - 3

      

      

      
        	Viscounts’ eldest Son.

        	Earls’ younger Sons.

        	Barons eldest Sons

        	Knights of the Garter.

        	Privy Councellors.

        	Chancellor of the Exchequer.

        	Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster.

        	Lord Chief Justice of the Kings Bench.

        	Master of the Rolle.

        	Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas.

        	Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer.

        	Judges and Barons of the Degree of the Coife

        	of the said Court, according to seniority.

        	Bannerets made by the King himself,

        	in person under the royal standard displayed

        	in an army royal in open war,

        	for the term of their lives, and no longer.

      

      
        
        1821 TABLE OF PRECEDENCY FOR MEN - 4

      

      

      
        	Viscounts’ younger Sons.

        	Baron’s younger Sons.

        	Baronets.

        	Bannerets not made by the King himself.

        	Knights Grand Crosses of the Bath.

        	Knights Commanders of the Bath.

        	Knights Bachelors.

        	Eldest Sons of the younger Sons of Peers.

        	Baronets' Eldest Sons.

        	Knights of the Garter’s eldest Sons.

        	Bannerets’ eldest Sons.

        	Knights Grand Crosses of the Bath’s

        	eldest Sons.

        	Knights’ eldest Sons

        	Baronets’ younger Sons.

      

      
        
        1821 TABLE OF PRECEDENCY FOR MEN - 5

      

      

      
        	Companions of the Order of the Bath.

        	Esquires of the King's Body.

        	Gentlemen of the Privy Chamber.

        	Esquires of the Knights of the Bath.

        	Esquires by Creation.

        	Esquire by Office.

        	Younger Sons of Knights of the Garter.

        	Younger Sons of Bannerettes of both kinds.

        	Younger Sons of Knights Grand Crosses

        	of the Bath.

        	Younger Sons of Knights Bachelors.

        	Gentlemen entitled to bear Arms

        	Clergymen, Barristers at Law,

        	Officers in the Navy and Army,

        	who are all Gentlemen by profession.

        	Citizens.

        	Burgesses.

      

      FROM : 1821 The Present Peerage with the Arms of the Peers via Google Books (PD-150)

      In 1800, the aristocrat with the largest income was the Duke of Devonshire, who earned fifty thousand pounds a year. The one with the least money was probably the Earl of Clarendon, who earned three thousand pounds a year, though the majority of aristocrats had incomes of ten thousand pounds, or more, a year. The average man earned around fifty pounds a year in 1800.

      The older gentleman in the aristocracy was generally the owner of at least one noble estate, and often more, so when he returned to the country to see his estates he was like a king returning to his kingdom. Villages and market towns the aristocrat would have passed through were probably on his land and, though he might not visit an estate often enough for all his tenants and workers to recognize him, those that do would have given him a warm welcome. Wherever he looks, the woods, parks, and fields would have belonged to his ancestors and been inherited by him. He is sole lord and master and the people who are dependent upon him are pleased to see him and show their appreciation of his good management practices and the abundance of the lands he owns. Though not all landlords were honest and fair, the majority of men who owned land in Britain had been brought up knowing that the people who lived on his lands depended on him to secure their futures and ensure that they could feed, clothe, and house their children. The thatched roofed cottages in the hamlet, plus the church and graves behind it, would have also been on his land. Generally, the church was part and parcel of family estates and had been built by his ancestors. The titled gentleman who owned them would ‘gift’ the living, which meant the opportunity to be the clergyman attached to the church, to a relative or perhaps to someone who has attended Oxford or Cambridge and was recommended to him by friends.

      Country estates were a favorite place for hosting house parties, and large numbers of guests would be invited to spend a few days or a week or two. This was an opportunity for the older gentlemen to discuss politics away from the city, for the matrons to debut their offspring into society in a relaxed setting, and for matchmaking mothers to introduce eligible daughters to future suitors.
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        1700-1811_Population Of Great Britain. From Patrick Colquhoun's 1814 A Treatise On Wealth and Power.
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        Regency Social Life. An Evening With Royalty In The Circular Room, Carlton House, London.
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        Regency Social Life. A Squeeze at Carlton Palace, London. Exquisites and Elegantes making their way to the Presence Chamber.

      

       In 1811, when the Regency began, England was the center of a vast and expanding empire yet still mainly an agricultural nation. The English countryside remained much as Constable painted it. Towns and cities had grown and matured but true suburbia was mercifully unknown.

      The lord lived his castle, the squire in his manor, the workman in his unpretentious cottage. Social classes were clearly defined and though there was social injustice mostly people were content.

      In 1811, when the Regency began, England was still fighting the long war against Napoleon; but England had not been invaded, or seriously disturbed. Transport was slow and communications were far from efficient.

      The Regency was an age of social elegance whether the occasion was a banquet or a picnic.
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            Parliament

          

        

      

    

    
      The Napoleonic Wars put enormous pressure on the economy of Britain and on the members of parliament.

       On 5th April, Wellington took command of the Allied forces in Belgium. On 18th June, the Hundred Days ended with Waterloo. On the evening of the 21st, an English Member of Parliament, sitting in Brooks's Club, in London, heard shouting in the street. Celebrations of peace proved, however, to be premature.  Napoleon escaped Elba, and returned to France. He was finally defeated at Waterloo in June, 1815, and fled from the field of battle.
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        1826  House of Lords in High Debate.

      

      1826  House of Lords in High Debate.

      Sketched at the time when H. R. H. the Duke of York was making his celebrated Speech upon the Catholic Question. Portraits of the Dukes of York, Gloucester, Wellington, Devonshire, Marquesses of Anglesea and Hertford, Earls of Liverpool, Grey, Westmorland, Bathurst, Eldon, and Pomfret, Lords Holland, King, Ellenborough, Ate. &c. and the whole Bench of Bishops.

      Responsibilities Of Peers.

      A peer was able to take his seat in the House of Lords. Along with that, the nobility of Britain enjoyed many other privileges and exemptions from trouble.

      1. They are free from all arrest for debts, as being the king’s hereditary counsellors.

      Therefore a peer cannot be outlawed in any civil action and no attachment lies against his person. This privilege extended also to their domestic servants, plus members of the lower house, till the year 1770, when their lordships joined the house of commons in a bill for abolishing it. For the same reason they are free from attending courts leet, the sheriff’s turns, or in cases of riot attending the posse comitatus.

      2. In criminal causes they are only tried by their peers, who give their verdict, not upon oath as other juries, but only upon their honor, and then a court is erected on purpose in the middle of Westminster Hall, at the king’s charge, which is pulled down when the trials are over.

      3. To secure the honor of, and prevent the spreading of any scandal upon peers, or any great officer of the realm, by reports, there is an express law, called scandalum magnatum, by which any man convicted of making a scandalous report against a peer of the realm (though true) is condemned to an arbitrary fine, and to remain in custody till the same be paid.

      4. Upon any great trial in a court of justice, a peer may come into the court, and sit there uncovered.

      No peer can be covered in the royal presence without permission for that purpose, except lord Kingsale. In case of the poll-tax, the peers bear the greater share of the burden, they being taxed every one according to his degree. Each peer can qualify a certain number of cbaplains.

      Sitting in parliament could be very stressful for dedicated Englishmen as the Prince Regent spent money on frivolous things when many thousands of his people were living in poverty and fighting the Napoleonic Wars stretched the budget to breaking point many times.
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        1790-1815 ca. Total Expense Of the Army, Navy, and Ordinances. 
        From: 1847 British History Chronologically Arranged. By John Wade.  via Google books (PD-150)

      

      The peers had to study the country’s financial state every day and vote on new legislation to improve the lives of the working class, to boost the economy and to abolish slavery.  Living in Britain became very costly and the class divide widened.
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        Increase ofHouses and population in Cities and the Country. 1814 By Patrick Colquhoun’s A Trreatise On Wealth Power.
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        New Properties Created Yearly in the Colonies and dependencies annexed to the British Crown. From: 1814 A Treatise On Wealth Power By Patrick Colquhoun.
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        1812-1813  Property Created in Great Britain and Ireland. BY Patrick Colquhoun’s A Treatise On Wealth and Power.
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        1813 Public Income and Public Expenditure By Patrick Colquhoun’s A Treatise On Wealth and Power.
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