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Editor’s Note

Football players aren’t necessarily expected to be funny, or even articulate. As Brian Clough once noted, their brains are in their feet. Which means that when someone comes out with a thought-provoking comment, like for instance Eric Cantona’s famous pronouncement on press intrusiveness (‘When the seagulls follow the trawler, it is because they think sardines will be thrown into the sea’), people react almost as if they’ve just heard a latter-day Shakespeare.

A lot of the so-called wit in these pages is unwitting, if you’ll forgive the contradiction. This is the football world’s confused (and often confusing) meanderings on lame duck managers, overpriced (and under-performing) stars, visually challenged referees and cash-hungry magnates.

If you’re an aficionado of Match of the Day you’ll know what it’s like to suffer dull post mortems. But occasionally a pundit comes out with a nugget – intentionally or otherwise – and it’s up to anthologists like me to commit these to memory and regurgitate them for your delectation.

As the man said, football’s a funny old game.
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CAN YOU MANAGE IT?

There’s only one

certainty in football:

managers get sacked.

Brian Kerr







Steve McClaren has achieved the

unique feat of making even Sven

Goran-Eriksson look good.

Ian Ridley
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There are two types of manager:

those who’ve just been sacked and

those who are just about to be.

Howard Wilkinson







Barry Fry’s management is

based on the chaos theory.

Mark McGhee
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For me to win the Manager of

the Month award I would have

to win nine games out of eight.

Sheffield United’s Neil Warnock in 2003

[image: rsimg.jpg]

You’re not a real manager

until you’ve been sacked.

Malcolm Allison







Even Ferguson and Wenger

had their recurrent weaknesses;

neither, to take a common instance,

appeared capable of distinguishing

a top-class goalkeeper from a

cheese-and-tomato sandwich.

Patrick Barclay
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Alex Ferguson is the best manager

I’ve had at this level. Well, he’s the

only manager I’ve had at this level.

David Beckham







Arsene Wenger and Alex

Ferguson don’t conduct post-match

pleasantries as a general rule. The

Arsenal manager would, however,

be happy to crack open a bottle of

red with his Manchester United

counterpart – provided he could use

the Scot’s head as a corkscrew.

Andrew Fifield
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If a manager isn’t fired with

enthusiasm he’ll be fired

– with enthusiasm.

Joe Lovejoy







The easiest team for a manager

to pick is the Hindsight Eleven.

Craig Brown
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A manager must buy cheap and

sell dear. If another manager rings

to ask me about a player I’ll say

‘He’s great, super lad, goes to

church twice a day. Good in the

air, two lovely feet, make a great

son-in-law.’ You never tell them he

couldn’t trap a bag of cement.

Tommy Docherty







Chelsea have just launched

a new aftershave called ‘The

Special One’ by U Go Boss.

Pat Flanagan after Jose Mourinho’s shock

departure from Chelsea in September 2007
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Anyone who’s thinking of applying

for the job of Scotland manager in

the next eight or nine years should

go and get themselves checked

out by about 15 psychiatrists.

Martin O’Neill







The secret of being a good

manager is to keep the six

players who hate you away from

the five who are undecided.

Jock Stein
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If Mickey Mouse had taken charge,

it would have given the place a lift.

Mike Walker on Everton in 1994







I have come to the conclusion

that nice men do not make

the best managers.

Graeme Souness
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Matt Busby was the eternal

optimist. In 1968 he still believed

that Glenn Miller was just missing.

Patrick Crerand







Great leaders inspire their men

to glory. Steve McClaren will be

remembered as a wally with a brolly.

Daily Mail
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The three greatest football

managers of all time were Jock

Stein, Jock Stein and Jock Stein.

Doug McLeod
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IGNORANCE IS BLISS

When God gave

Paul Gascoigne his

enormous footballing

talent, he took his

brain out at the same

time to even things up.

Tony Banks







An oxymoron is when two

contradictory concepts are

juxtaposed, as in ‘footballing brain’.

Patrick Murray

[image: rsimg.jpg]

When I signed Jim Holton from

Shrewsbury for £100,000, Harry

Gregg told me I had a player

who didn’t know the meaning

of the word defeat. I told him

defeat wasn’t the only word he

didn’t understand. There was

also pass, control, dribble…

Tommy Docherty







Ponderous as a carthorse and

slow-witted as a football donkey,

it’s hardly Vinnie Jones’s fault

that such a clodhopper – sorry,

former hod-carrier – has been able

to wrangle a prosperous living

from the professional game.

Jeff Powell
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He’s got the brains of

a rocking horse.

Dave Bassett on Sheffield United

goalkeeper Simon Tracey







 

Jason Roberts? This

is a man who spelt his

name wrong on his

transfer request.

Gary Megson
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Slim Jim had everything

required of a great Scottish

footballer. Outrageously skilled,

totally irresponsible, supremely

arrogant and thick as mince.

Alastair McSporran on former

Rangers player Jim Baxter
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Dan Quayle thinks the Gaza Strip

is Paul Gascoigne’s football jersey.

Johnny Carson







The trouble with you, son, is that

your brains are all in your head.

Bill Shankly to one of his players

who underwhelmed him
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He’s incredibly loyal. Ask him to

jump off the stand roof and he’ll do

it. But he’s as thick as two short

planks. He always grabbed the

quiz book on our coach trips so he

could ask the questions. That way

he didn’t have to answer them.

Physiotherapist Arnie Reed on Vinnie Jones







Paul Gascoigne wore a

Number 10 jersey. I thought

that was his position, but it

turned out it was his IQ.

George Best
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The match will be shown on Match

of the Day this evening. If you don’t

want to know the result, look away

now as we show you Tony Adams

lifting the trophy for Arsenal.

Steve Rider
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Well, I can play in the centre,

on the right, and occasionally

on the left-hand side.

David Beckham, when asked if it would be

fair to describe him as a volatile player
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WHISTLE-STOP TOURS

What whistles

and licks Alex

Ferguson’s arse?

A Premiership

referee.

Anon







I’m trying to be careful what I say,

but the referee was useless.

David Jones
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The referee was booking so

many people I thought he was

filling in his lottery numbers.

Ian Wright







Football is a game with 22 players,

two linesmen and 20,000 referees.

Bob Monkhouse
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After the match an official asked

for two of my players to take a dope

test. I offered them the referee.

Tommy Docherty







 

I’ve seen harder

tackles in the pie

queue at half-time

than the ones

punished in games.

Former Falkirk chairman George

Fulston on overly strict referees



[image: p31.jpg]







I used to play football in my

youth but then my eyes went

bad so I became a referee.

Eric Morecambe
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The trouble with referees is that

they just don’t care which side wins.

Tom Canterbury
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I never comment on referees and

I’m not going to break the habit

of a lifetime for that prat.

Ron Atkinson







Can anyone tell me why they

give referees a watch? It certainly

isn’t to keep the time.

Alex Ferguson
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If the fourth official had done his

job it wouldn’t have happened, but

I don’t want to blame anyone.

John Aldridge
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FANNING THE FLAMES

Every fan you ask

will say he wants

to see lively, open

football, but what the

fan really wants to

see is his team win.

Dennis Hill-Wood







A real Irish football fan is one who

knows the nationality of every player

on the Republic of Ireland team.

Jack Charlton
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McTavish: ‘I hear you went over

to Aberdeen to see the match last

Saturday. Was it a big gate?’

MacDonald: ‘It was for sure. One

of the biggest I’ve ever climbed over.’

Edward Phillips







 

Why do Arsenal

fans smell?

So the blind can

hate them as well.

Joe Lynam
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England have the best fans in

the world, and Scotland’s ones

are also second to none.

Kevin Keegan
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THE SHIT HITS THE FAN

Newspaper headline after Eric Cantona’s famous

attack on a Crystal Palace supporter in 1995
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The fans like to see Balde

wear his shirt on his sleeve.

Kenny Dalglish
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