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At some point in time, just about every little kid wants to be a great magician. For me this time came when I was four years old. I know this might seem a little young, but I was a precocious child and ever eager to try anything new. 

The circus was in town and that night we all went down to see it. The one thing that caught my star-struck four year old mind however, was not the bearded lady, or the tallest man, or even the lions or the elephants. 

And although the trapeze artists did capture my rapt attention for a short while, I have to say that it was the Marcelo the Marvelous Magician who caught my mind. 

I watched in awe as he stood there in front of everyone and performed trick after trick, without once failing. And then I looked up and saw the wonder on my folks’ faces and I knew then and there that I wanted to do that someday, I wanted to put just such a look of wonder on people’s faces. 

Naturally at four it was a little difficult to grasp the pertinent facts of the magic world, and it was only after much badgering that I was shown a few tricks that my grandpa had up his sleeve (not literally mind you!). 

But I was well and truly hooked, and I remember that for an entire year I practiced my small magic tricks with a will. Then along came the school years and I had to leave my magic behind for other more interesting things, but I never truly forgot it. 

I practiced magic for most of my life after that, after the novelty of school and studying wore off, and in fact, I still do. I love the excitement of it, the look of wonderment on people’s faces when I do something totally unexpected and well...magical. 

But most of all, I love being able to perform such feats of wonder, and sometimes I even manage to convince myself that I really did do all those things “magically”. 

This book is dedicated to my family – without them I wouldn’t have been able to become the person, or the magician, I am today – thank you.  
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As you know if you read the Forward, ever since I was four years old, there was only thing that I ever wanted to be. A magician. No, let me say that properly: The Greatest Magician Ever! 

Circumstances and life however, eventually prevented me from attaining this particular goal, but before they intervened I spent most of my time learning, practicing and performing new magic tricks whenever, and whenever I could, on whomever I could.

Needless to say I had a great many friends when I was growing up and was always the sideshow of any party! And this I believe, was just the thing which made me such a good magician.

To keep up with the necessity of wanting to be popular with everyone, I practiced very hard indeed at my magic. Whenever I wasn’t reluctantly studying for an exam, or playing the great magician for my friends, I was practicing my magic tricks.  

My name might not be up there in lights along with other greats of our times such as David Copperfield, Penn and Teller, or famous street magician, David Blaine.

And I definitely can’t come anywhere near Houdini’s magical genius, but after all these years I am glad to say that I can still perform with the best of them. 

That said, it should be noted that becoming a credited and creditable magician in this day an age is no easy matter. Where earlier, magic and illusions could be performed to the wonderment of an eager audience, these days real magicians have a harder time of convincing their audiences that a “trick” is real. 

Skepticism and cynicism have become the watchwords of the day helped ably with the advent of the television. However, there is no need to despair for the budding new magician. 

The art of magic and illusion is still well and alive, and thriving on the attention it receives from all of its fans, skeptics, cynics and most all from the unrelenting eye of the camera. 

Magic is now, more than ever in fact, something to be treasured and marveled at; the performances something to be looked forward to with mounting enthusiasm, and talked about excitedly afterward; the Magician someone to be looked up to with wonder in your eyes, and spoken about with equal wonder and awe. 

And if that was too much wonder and awe for you, then think about the last time that you attended a magic show performed by a great magician. 

Chances are that you came away with stars in your eyes, wanting to know how to perform those tricks for yourself. 

Of course not everyone comes away with stars in their eyes. Some people are born cynics and prefer reality to a night of illusion, even if it is all meant in fun. 

It is I have to say however, the best feeling in the world when as a magician you manage to perform a perfect illusion for these natural born skeptics and they end up being reluctantly impressed because they couldn’t figure out how you did it!
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There are a few things that you should know when working magic, and one of these things, is that some forms of magic can be dangerous. These should not be attempted by the beginning magician. 

Even after you gain more experience, if you feel the need to attempt any of these spectacular effects, you will want to have the help of some assistants, in case of any difficulty. This I have covered in the following section, “A few words”, as well as in the section “Dangerous Illusions”.

The next thing that you should know is that not everyone wants to partake in the joy of your magic. If this is the case, let these people be and move on to somebody else. This is especially true if you are performing street magic. 

Which brings us to another point. If you are underage, you should always ask your parents’ permission before doing anything like street magic. 

And even with something as simple normal magic, which has no inherent danger involved, you should remember to inform your parents, especially if you are performing for people outside your family. 

Some people take exception to magic and magicians and you might find yourself facing an irate parent or student, whom you might not be fully equipped to deal with. Informing your parents of your intentions, is a good safeguard against such an occasion 

Also, it might seem like a good idea at the time to get a good bet or two going on the outcome of some of your tricks, but don’t give in to the temptation. 

This is not a good way of earning money, not to mention the fact that it could lead to some serious injuries when people don’t like the way their luck is turning. Don’t try to part people with their money through such means. 

Instead, you feel the need to earn some small amount of cash, use your abilities as a magician to do so, not your magic. 

For instance, draw in your audience with some good tricks to begin with and end up with a great one. Something which they can’t readily explain away, and something which they will appreciate. 

The best thing is not to ask for money, but to make them want to give you something. A begging hat is also generally not a good idea to have either, as this might turn some people off. 

Another important point which you might want to take into account, is that of permits. In this day and age, it seems that permits are required for just about anything and everything, and you would do well to check up on whether you need a permit or not. 

Of course, if you are merely performing at home, or for friends, and no money exchanges hands, then in all likelihood you won’t need a permit. 

But in other circumstances where you might be able to earn a regular sum of money, or where you might
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