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  Dedication

To the outstanding and motivating students I had in South Korea, you provided the proper training I needed to advance as a teacher.

Your support and dedication made you feel like family; mere "thank you" words do not seem adequate to express my gratitude.

I am deeply grateful to Korea for creating unforgettable memories.


  Introduction

A collection of engaging, interactive lesson activities designed to build students' confidence and help them use grammar naturally in communication.

Teaching grammar doesn't have to be dry, repetitive, or intimidating. It can be engaging, interactive, and even fun. This book is designed to give teachers a solid foundation of activities that bring grammar to life—helping students use it, not just learn about it.

With 60 structured lessons, each including a clear plan and timing, this resource is here to support and inspire. The focus is on building confidence, encouraging participation, and making grammar a natural part of communication. Whether you're working with elementary or middle school students, these activities offer flexibility, creativity, and practical application.

Think of this as a launchpad—adapt, expand, and make each lesson your own. Let's make grammar a tool for expression, not just a set of rules.

Free Lesson Materials:

nigelmopenshaw.com / downloads / esl-act-wrk.zip


  Pack 1:

Countries and Conjunctions + Ice Breaker Activity

In this lesson, we will explore the power of conjunctions—words that link ideas, creating smoother and more cohesive sentences. After reviewing conjunctions, we'll follow up with a fun ice-breaker activity to reinforce what we've learned and bond over grammar.

Lesson Breakdown:

Grammar Focus: Understanding and applying conjunctions.

Ice-Breaker Activity: A Show & Tell presentation using conjunctions.

Time: 40 minutes for grammar, 40 minutes for the ice-breaker.

What You'll Need:

*A4 paper.

*Coloring pens/pencils.

*Ideas for a Show & Tell presentation, featuring foods, places, or animals. In the activity, you'll connect your ideas using conjunctions.

1.1 Countries and Conjunctions

1. Show and Tell: 5 min

Present a slideshow of fascinating places and things.

Encourage the students to ask questions about the places and things presented.

2. Learn: 15 min - Subject/Grammar

Places/because: "Because of its diverse geography, Canada is home to many different places."

Cultures/so: "So, we must learn about different cultures to understand the world better."

Foods/but: "Canada has many delicious foods, but poutine is among the most popular."

Flag/and: "The Canadian flag is red and white and a symbol of national pride."

3. Activity: 15 min - Get to Know the Teacher

Students work in groups to plan what to ask the teacher while using conjunctions in their questions.

Ask questions like, "What pets have you had?"

Then, the students start the questioning.

4. Review: 5 min

Pose the same questions to the whole class or ask for additional questions.

1.2 Ice Breaker and Bonding

1. Activity: 5 min - Develop a Team

Students work in mixed-gender groups to create a new country with a name, capital, culture, and flag.

Ask the students to consider their new country's unique qualities and why it is well-known.

2. Activity: 10 min - Group Name Card

The teams must create eye-catching table name cards and flags for their new country.

Award points as an incentive for doing this successfully.

3. Review: 10 min

Select students to present their new country to the class.

4. Bonus: 15 min - Adjective Treasure Hunt

Describe a room object using adjectives and prepositions.

The students have three chances to guess the object correctly.

For example, "This thing is white and round." It is a clock.

Grammar Focus: Conjunctions—The Bridge Builders

What are Conjunctions?
They connect sentences, words, or clauses, making our language more fluid and expressive. Conjunctions are your grammar friends that link ideas together seamlessly!


    	Coordinating Conjunctions: They join parts of equal value—think of them as equals! (e.g., and, but, or, nor, yet, so)


    	Subordinating Conjunctions: These link dependent clauses to independent ones, making your ideas flow smoothly. (e.g., although, because, if, when, while, since, until)

  


  Pack 2:

Cooking with Present Simple + Recipe Writing Workshop

In this lesson, we will learn about the present simple tense through the context of cooking. You'll explore how to describe recipes and instructions in this tense, and then apply what you've learned by crafting your own recipe in a hands-on workshop.

Lesson Breakdown:


    	Grammar Focus: Understanding and applying the present simple tense.


    	Workshop Activity: Create your own recipe using the present simple tense.


    	Time: 40 minutes for grammar, 35 minutes for the hands-on activity.

  

What You'll Need:


    	A few simple dishes (e.g., noodles) and the ingredients to bring to class for a Show & Tell session.


    	A printed recipe worksheet from online resources.

  

2.1 Cooking with Present Simple

1. Show and Tell: 5 min

Show the food contents to the class.

Ask, "What is this? What can I do with this? How can I make this amazing? Is there anything else I need?"

2. Learn: 15 min - Subject/Grammar

Fry/ingredients: "Fry the ingredients before adding them to the dish."

Boil/vegetables: "Boil the vegetables until they are tender and tasty."

Chop/recipe: "Chop the ingredients according to the recipe."

Mix/method: "Mix the ingredients as told in the method."

3. Activity: 10 min - Verbs Brainstorm

Encourage students in groups to brainstorm verbs based on cooking.

Ask questions like, "How many verbs do you know?"

4. Review: 10 min

Count the verbs in the group and select a student to act out a verb.

After, ask the class, "What was he/she doing?"

Repeat the actions with other students.

2.2 Recipe Writing Workshop

1. Activity: 10 min - Think About a Recipe

Students have the option to select any recipe they want to prepare.

Offer advice on what foods they may need.

They should create a recipe, and a list of ingredients required.

2. Activity: 15 min - Draft a Recipe

Hand out the worksheet.

They should include information such as cooking time, ingredients, and methods.

Next, make a list of common verbs and nouns that they could need.

Then, walk around the class and examine the students' work.

3. Review: 10 min

One student will present their recipe to the class as a chef.

After their presentation, ask the class, "What did they use?" and "What actions did they take?".

Repeat with other students.

Grammar Focus: Present Simple Tense

The present simple tense describes actions or states that are currently happening or are generally true.


    	Structure: Subject + base form of the verb (e.g., I cook, they eat).


    	Use:

  


    	For actions happening right now or for routines and habits.


    	To give instructions or make general statements about things.

  


  Pack 3:

Adjectives for Drinks + Creative Cup Designs Activity

In this lesson, we will discover how adjectives are used to describe drinks and their qualities. You'll then apply this knowledge to create your own unique drink cups, incorporating descriptive language in the process.

Lesson Breakdown:


    	Grammar Focus: Understanding and applying adjectives.


    	Creative Activity: Design and create your own drink cup, using adjectives to describe it.


    	Time: 40 minutes for grammar, 30 minutes for the hands-on activity.

  

What You'll Need:


    	Drinks with creative designs for a Show & Tell session.


    	If drinks are unavailable, create a slideshow of different cans and cups.


    	A printed drink cup worksheet from online resources.


    	A4 paper, pencils, crayons, glue, scissors, and A5 paper for the practical lesson.

  

3.1 Adjectives for Drinks

1. Show and Tell: 5 min

Display either the cans or a slideshow.

Encourage students to discuss and ask, "What is this?" or "Have you tried it yet?" and "What is your favourite/favorite?"

2. Learn: 15 min - Subject/Grammar

Fizzy/cans: "Fizzy cans of cola are a refreshing treat on a hot summer day."

Still/water: "Still water bottles are the best for staying hydrated."

Hot/coffee: "Hot coffee can start your morning."

Cold/lemonade: "Cold lemonade is a delicious way to cool off on a hot day."

3. Game: 15 min - Adjective Snakes

Start a sentence with "I can see a table."

Each student should recall what has come before and add an adjective. For example, "I see a round table." Followed by, "I see a round brown table." And so on.

Continue until someone forgets, then start a new sentence.

4. Review: 5 min

Test comprehension by having students create a few more sentences as a class.

3.2 Creative Cup Designs Activity

1. Activity: 10 min - Creative Designs

Introduce the drink cups and ask students to select a flavour/flavor and establish a style.

Please encourage them to think creatively and ask questions to elicit design ideas.

2. Activity: 15 min - Cup Workshop

Distribute the templates and materials, and let students get started on their designs.

Control the time on design, as some students may need extra help cutting and gluing.

3. Review: 5 min

Place all the drinks on a table and provide an A5 paper in front of each.

Students vote on which cans they think are the best.

Students are awarded points for design and construction, and the top three winners are announced by calculating the points.

Grammar Focus: Adjectives

Adjectives are words that describe or provide more information about a noun. They can come before or after the noun they modify, and the order in which they appear can vary depending on the speaker's intent.


    	Examples of Adjectives: Beautiful, Delicious, Enormous, Fascinating, Graceful.


    	Note: The order of adjectives isn't fixed and depends on the speaker's preference, emphasis, and the sentence's intent.

  


  Pack 4:

Journaling with Past Simple + Weekly Journal Activity

In this lesson, we'll learn how to express past events using the past simple tense. You'll then apply your knowledge by journaling about your own experiences from the past week, using the past simple tense to reflect on completed actions.

Lesson Breakdown:


    	Grammar Focus: Understanding and applying the past simple tense.


    	Journaling Activity: Write about your weekly experiences using the past simple tense.


    	Time: 40 minutes for grammar, 35 minutes for the journaling activity.

  

What You'll Need:


    	Show and Tell items, such as swimming goggles, a football, or a TV remote.


    	Mini-whiteboards and pens for the lesson activity.


    	A4 paper, scissors, and colors for the practical lesson.


    	Directions for folding for the practical activity.

  

4.1 Journaling with Past Simple

1. Show and Tell: 5 min

Display Show and Tell items to the class and ask positive questions such as, "Where did I go the day before? What happened?"

2. Learn: 15 min - Subject/Grammar

Walked/shops: "We walked to the shops to buy new supplies."

Watched/movies: "We watched two movies last night."

Ate/foods: "We ate various delicious foods for dinner."

Saw/events: "We saw some spectacular events at the festival."

3. Activity: 15 min - Golden Bell Spelling

Distribute mini-whiteboards to pairs or groups.

Select a present tense verb and write in the past tense.

Students hold up their boards to show the class and receive one point if they are correct.

Repeat with more present tense verbs.

4. Review: 5 min

Continue with the spelling game.

4.2 Weekly Journal Activity

1. Activity: 5 min - Fold a Book

Students create a weekly journal with these steps:

1. To make a long rectangle, take a piece of paper horizontally and fold it halfway from top to bottom.

2. Then, fold it in half again from left to right to make a square.

3. Do that again to half the length.

4. Unfold it to find eight small rectangles.

5. Make a small cut along the middle line between the second and third rectangles.

6. Fold the paper along the first line again to make a long strip with the cut in the middle.

7. Finally, you make a book by pulling one side of the

2. Activity: 15 min - Draft the Story




3. Review: 10 min


Grammar Focus: Past Simple Tense



    	Structure: Subject + base form of the verb + "-ed" (or "-d" or "-ied" for irregular verbs).

  


    	Example: I played (regular verb), I went (irregular verb).
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