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PREFACE.
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THIS BOOK’S MAIN SUBJECT IS:
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THE SUPREMACY OF JESUS’ REDEMPTION  IS SAVING US FROM EVERY AILMENT OF OUR HEART.

THIS IS WHY JESUS STANDS HEAD AND SHOULDERS ABOVE EVERY OTHER RELIGIOUS LEADER OR GOD BECAUSE ALL OTHER RELIGIONS ATTEMPT TO BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN MAN AND GOD, BUT JESUS BRIDGES THAT UNBRIDGABLE GAP BETWEEN GOD AND MAN, BY BECOMING A MAN-GOD AND LAYING HOLD OF BOTH IN ETERNAL RECONCILIATION AT THE CROSS.
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THERE IS ONLY ONE POWER and religion capable of breaking the power of fear, pride, hate, anger, disappointment, greed, envy, selfishness, deception, etc.

––––––––
[image: ]


THERE IS ONLY ONE LOVE which can penetrate at a deeper level than all these emotions and heal all the toxins of hurt, pain and pride, and dissolve our wilful, stubborn, human rebellious hearts.

––––––––
[image: ]


GOD'S UNCONDITIONAL love, which loves you even though you may call him your enemy, which was the motivating force to drive Jesus to the cross, and is the reason if you were the only person living on this earth two thousand years ago, Jesus would have still died, for you, alone; and in a sense, he did die only for you because when he died, he had you on his mind and he treats all of us as individuals; and when all of us pray to him at the same time, because he lives outside time and space, he has all eternity to listen to your prayer if he wants to, and he can enjoy you at his own pace, since all things serve him, including time.
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AND IT WAS THIS UNCONDITIONAL love for you which drove God to send his son, Jesus, to this world to become the greatest saviour – because you and I need saving, and in the history of all the religions of the world, Jesus is the only one equipped to truly save man and his corrupted heart. Jesus became our greatest saviour since he became the Sin-bearer of every man, woman and child – he bore not only our sins but also all of our sicknesses,  all of our negatives, all of our pain and rejections; he bore your mistakes and my mistakes, and in the Bible book of Isaiah the prophet, which the book is named after, he foretold around 605 BC about Jesus, - this was around five years before the nation of Judah went into exile when the City of Jerusalem and its temple were raised to the ground in 597 B.C. Thus Isaiah and his writings are historical – and he himself was a real character in Jewish history . He prophesied during the reign of at least four kings. Isaiah prophesied over six hundred years before Christ was born about the nature and ministry of Christ. Isaiah penned the following words which, if you read it without prior knowledge that Isaiah is referring to the future arrival of Jesus, the words are describing some kind of redeemer and sin-bearer of the world; what cannot be discounted is the fact that Isaiah was written over six hundred years before Christ and the book remains an historical document kept by the Jewish scholars and Christians – indeed, it was cononised into our Holy Bible of the Fifty-third Chapter of the book of Isaiah which foretold the coming of the Messiah to save not only the Jewish nation but the entire world. 
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INDEED, IT WAS ISAIAH’S prophecy of the coming Messiah in Chapter Nine and Chapter Fifty-three of his book which inspired George Frederic Handel to write his Masterpiece, we know as “Messiah.” 

In fact, throughout Handel’s Messiah it takes direct quotes from the book of Isaiah – from Chapter Nine and Chapter Fifty-three. 
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WHEN HANDEL GAVE HIS opening of his Messiah, there were at least seven hundred in attendance at the newly constructed Great Music Hall in Fishamble Street, Dublin, Ireland; scheduled to commence at Noon on April 13th 1742, space was so cramped, the women were asked by the Music Hall’s management beforehand not to turn up with hoops in their dresses in order to make "Room for more company." They also wrote, “Gentlemen are desired to come without their swords” in order to increase the capacity of the hall. Handel estimated that the venue could hold 600, but an extra 100 people were crammed into the auditorium – which was a roaring success with the critics saying that the audience were raptured.
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THIS WAS  BIBLE VERSES which George Handel was inspired by,
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FROM ISAIAH, CHAPTER Fifty-three,
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“HE HAD NO BEAUTY OR majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces, he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. By oppression and judgement he was taken away. 

And who can speak of his descendants. For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, (this is what actually occurred around six hundred years after Isaiah prophesied that Jesus would be buried in a rich man’s burial ground. After Jesus'  body had been taken down from the cross, a rich man named Joseph from Arimathea who had become one of Jesus disciples visited Pontius Pilate, personally; he asked Pontius Pilate if he could release the dead-body of Jesus so he could have his body prepared and placed into a tomb of the site which he had already purchased), nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the Lord makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied by the knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. 

Therefore, I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”

(In the Bible book of Isaiah 53:2b-12, New International Version Bible, with Commentary by C.J. Briscoe in brackets)

Chapter One
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WHAT CAN I ENJOY AS A CHRISTIAN? 
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WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES of Being a Christian Compared with Being a Non-Christian?
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I WOULD LIKE TO ASK you the question, have you ever heard or has anybody told you about the uncountable benefits there are in the Christian life? I mean what are the advantages of being a believer in Christ compared with a Non-believer?
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THE REASON I ASK IS because, I believe it is in your absolute interest to at least hear about these advantages so you can make a more informed decision, and further, so you can know exactly what you are missing.
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AND YES, THERE MAY be disadvantages but I can only think of one:
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AS A NON-CHRISTIAN you can lay-in on Sunday mornings, or your time on Sunday is for you to do whatever you want - that's all I can think of! Others may think me depositing my money into the offering bag on Sundays is a disadvantage, but actually I view that as my greatest investment.
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AND YES, FOLLOWING Jesus does come at great cost - for example, it means your life is no longer your own whereby you can no longer 'call the shots'. When I became a Christian it followed many weeks of contemplating whether I was willing to surrender my will for God's will.
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JESUS TELLS US TO COUNT the cost of following him.

In the Bible book of Luke, Chapter Fourteen, we can read about it, but before I quote, I must say that Jesus uses the word, “hate” in this passage, but not the way you and I talk about hate in English. Jesus’ mother tongue was Aramaic which is one of the Ancient Semitic languages – and when communicating truth they would often use hyperbole – which means to use exaggeration to make your point, for example, “I have been waiting for an eternity for you!” Here Jesus is “driving home” his message that, compared to how passionate and pure is our love for God, compared to our love or allegiance for our family members, it is like “hate” comparatively or relatively speaking. 
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THE NEW TESTAMENT WAS translated into Greek, and this word “mesei” which the translators have rendered “hate” does not mean in the sense of an intensive dislike for family members but rather Jesus is using the word “hate” in comparison to his exhortation to love God first. Jesus is not calling us to hate our father and mother, brother or sister, but is instead calling us to a commitment above all other commitments, including commitment to family – to make our allegiance to God our highest priority, above our allegiances to any family member.

Here is the passage,
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“LARGE CROWDS WERE TRAVELLING with Jesus, and turning to them he said: “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters - yes, even their own life - such a person cannot be my disciple. And anyone who does not carry their cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.
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SUPPOSE ONE OF YOU wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? For if you lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’
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“OR SUPPOSE A KING IS about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for the terms of peace. In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has, cannot be my disciple.”

(Luke 14:25-33, New International Version Bible)

Also Jesus said, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done.”

(Matthew 16:24-27, New
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