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Introduction

[image: ]


Why Read Stories? Reading stories helps you:

	Learn new words in context

	Understand grammar more naturally

	Improve your reading and listening skills

	Enjoy English in a fun and real way


You can also listen to the stories and read at the same time. This will help you understand more and improve your pronunciation.

These stories are written for English learners at B1 level (pre-intermediate level).

If you can understand simple conversations, describe your daily life, and read short texts in English, these stories are for you.
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Chapter 1. Short Story: The Missed Train
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Level: B1

It was a cold Monday morning.
The sky was grey, and the wind was strong.
Anna stood on the platform, holding a paper cup
of coffee. She looked at her watch: 8:13 a.m.
Her train was supposed to come at 8:10.
She sighed. “Late again,” she whispered.

Anna worked in a small office in the city centre.
Every morning, she caught the train at the same time.
But today, something felt wrong.
Five more minutes passed.
No train.
People around her were getting nervous.
Then, a voice came from the speaker above:
“We’re sorry to announce that the 8:10 train to City Central 
has been cancelled due to a technical problem.”

Anna closed her eyes.
“Of course,” she said.
She pulled out her phone and opened the ride-sharing app.
No cars were available.

She looked at the map.
It would take 45 minutes to walk.
She had a meeting at 9 a.m.
Without thinking, she started walking.
Her shoes weren’t made for walking long distances.
But she walked quickly.
She passed closed cafés, a group of schoolchildren, and a man walking his dog.
She didn’t stop.
At exactly 8:58, she pushed open the office door.
Her manager was standing there.
“You’re just in time,” he said, smiling.
Anna smiled back, took a deep breath, and walked into the meeting room.

––––––––
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Now, let’s look at the vocabulary and meanings used in this story.

platform – the area where you wait for a train
cancelled – stopped or not happening as planned
technical problem – a mechanical or electronic issue
ride-sharing app – a mobile app for booking a car (like Uber)
without thinking – immediately, without planning
in time – before something starts; not late

––––––––
[image: ]


Now answer the comprehension questions!

	Why was Anna standing on the platform?

	What happened to the 8:10 train?

	How did Anna try to travel after the train was cancelled?

	Why couldn’t she take a car?

	How long did the walk take her?

	Did she arrive at work late?


Notes- Level: B1 – The story of the missed train uses past simple tense and common vocabulary suitable for pre-intermediate learners. 

Language Focus:

	Functional language around transport and daily routines

	Collocations such as “catch the train” and “just in time”


Check your answers with the Key below.

1.Why was Anna standing on the platform? She was waiting for her train to go to work.

2.What happened to the 8:10 train? It was cancelled because of a technical problem.

3.How did Anna try to travel after the train was cancelled? She opened a ride-sharing app to try and book a car.

4.Why couldn’t she take a car? There were no cars available.

5.How long did the walk take her? The walk took her 45 minutes.

6.Did she arrive at work late? No, she arrived just in time for her meeting.
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Chapter 2. Short Story: The Mystery of the Missing Dog
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Anna lived in a quiet neighbourhood. Every morning, she walked to work through the park near her house.

One Monday morning, Anna noticed something strange. A small dog she often saw playing in the park was not there. The dog’s owner, Mr. Smith, was also missing.

Anna asked her neighbours if they had seen the dog or Mr. Smith, but no one knew where they were. The dog and Mr. Smith had disappeared without any explanation.

The whole neighbourhood started to search. People looked around the park, behind trees, and near the river. They wanted to find the dog and Mr. Smith.

On Tuesday afternoon, Anna was walking through the park again when she suddenly heard barking. She followed the sound and found the dog near a big tree. The dog was safe but looked tired.

A few minutes later, Mr. Smith appeared. He explained that he had fallen and hurt his leg while walking in the park. The dog stayed close to help him until someone found them.

Everyone was happy to see Mr. Smith and his dog safe. The mystery was solved!

Here is the vocabulary used in the story.

	neighbourhood – the area where people live, near their homes

	mystery – something strange or unknown that needs to be explained

	disappeared – gone; no longer where expected

	noticed – saw or became aware of something

	search – to look carefully for something or someone

	clues – pieces of information that help solve a problem or mystery

	suddenly – quickly and without warning

	return – to come back to a place

	explain – to give reasons or details about something

	explain – to give reasons or details about something


Grammar Focus: Past Simple Tense

The story uses the past simple tense to describe actions that happened and finished in the past.

How to form the past simple:

	For regular verbs, add -ed (walk → walked, look → looked)

	For irregular verbs, the past form changes (go → went, find → found)


When to use past simple:

	To tell about completed actions in the past

	To describe a series of events


Examples from the story:

	“Anna noticed something strange.”

	“People searched the park.”

	“Mr. Smith explained what happened.”


Comprehension Questions- Read and repeat/ answer the questions

	Where did Anna live?

	What did Anna notice on Monday morning?

	Who disappeared?

	How did the neighbours react?

	Where did Anna find the dog?

	What happened to Mr. Smith?

	How did the dog help Mr. Smith?

	Was the mystery solved?


How did you do?  Now check your answers.

Here are the comprehension questions with answers

	Where did Anna live?
Answer: She lived in a quiet neighbourhood.

	What did Anna notice on Monday morning?
Answer: She noticed that the dog was not in the park.

	Who disappeared?
Answer: The dog and Mr. Smith disappeared.

	How did the neighbours react?
Answer: The neighbours started to search for them.

	Where did Anna find the dog?
Answer: Anna found the dog near a big tree.

	What happened to Mr. Smith?
Answer: Mr. Smith had fallen and hurt his leg.

	How did the dog help Mr. Smith?
Answer: The dog stayed close to Mr. Smith until someone found them.

	Was the mystery solved?
Answer: Yes, everyone was happy because Mr. Smith and the dog were safe.
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Chapter 3:  Short Story: A Chance Meeting
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Anna feels nervous. Today, she is going to meet someone new. She has heard about him from a friend, but she has never met him before.

Last Saturday, Anna went to a small café near her house. She wanted to relax and enjoy a cup of coffee. While she was sitting there, she saw a man walk in. He looked around and smiled.

Anna immediately felt something special. She smiled back. After a few minutes, the man came to her table and said hello. His name was David.

They talked about many things: music, books, and places they wanted to visit. They laughed and shared stories. The time passed quickly.

Before Anna left, David asked her if she wanted to go for a walk in the park. She said yes. They walked and talked, enjoying the warm sunshine.

Anna felt happy but also confused. She did not know if this was love or just a new friendship. David said he wanted to see her again. Anna was brave and said she wanted that too.

Since that day, Anna and David have met many times. Their feelings have grown stronger. They are happy to be together.

Take a look at the vocabulary used in the story.

	nervous – feeling worried or afraid about something

	meet – to see and talk to someone for the first time or after a long time

	immediately – right away, without delay

	smile – a happy expression with your mouth

	date – a meeting between two people who like each other

	walk – to move by putting one foot in front of the other

	feelings – emotions like happiness, sadness, love, or anger

	confused – not sure what to think or do

	relationship – the connection between two people, especially friends or partners

	brave – showing courage, not afraid


Grammar Focus: Present Simple and Past Simple Tenses

This story uses both present simple and past simple tenses.

	Present simple is used to describe general facts or feelings.

	Past simple is used to talk about actions that happened and finished in the past.


Examples:

	Present simple: “Anna feels nervous before meeting new people.”

	Past simple: “They met at a coffee shop last week


1. Why does Anna feel nervous?

2. Where did Anna go last Saturday?

3. Who did Anna see at the café?

4. How did Anna feel when she saw David?








	Why does Anna feel nervous?
Answer: Because she is going to meet someone new.

	Where did Anna go last Saturday?
Answer: She went to a small café near her house.

	Who did Anna see at the café?
Answer: She saw a man named David.

	How did Anna feel when she saw David?
Answer: She immediately felt something special and smiled.

	What did Anna and David talk about?
Answer: They talked about music, books, and places they wanted to visit.

	What did David ask Anna before she left?
Answer: He asked if she wanted to go for a walk in the park.

	How did Anna feel after the walk?
Answer: She felt happy but also confused.

	What did David say about seeing Anna again?
Answer: He said he wanted to see her again.

	What did Anna say?
Answer: She said she wanted to see him again too.

	How is their relationship now?
Answer: They have met many times, their feelings have grown stronger, and they are happy together.
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