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The history of the Scottish nation is full to the brim with glorious heroes and epic struggles. Throughout the centuries of its fight for independence, Scotland gave birth to some truly exceptional men and women, who went above and beyond the call of duty for the freedom of their home country. This fight for independence has ever since inspired every Scottish person - and even bolstered people all across the world. In modern times, the heroic exploits of these fierce men and women have been the subject of numerous movies and TV shows. Arguably the most famous one of these is “Braveheart”, the Hollywood portrayal of one of the greatest heroes of Scotland - William Wallace. Who was this great Scottish freedom fighter? Who was this man who willingly laid down his life for the independence of the nation into which he was born? In this book we will try to unravel the life and times of William Wallace, piecing together his puzzled and short life of struggle and war. 
Even though the story of William Wallace seems famous and retold many times - as it is - there is still a lot about this hero that we simply do not know. Much that pertains to his youth, origins, and exploits is simply clouded - the rolling wheel of time obscures the historic fact, which was poorly documented in the Scottish Middle Ages. Nevertheless, what we do know is enough to portray a picture of unyielding perseverance, of bravery and a burning desire for freedom - of free will sacrifice for a greater cause. This is the story of one of Scotland’s greatest sons: William Wallace.
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In our book that was centered on Robert the Bruce, we talked of powerful noble families with kingly ties and deep roots that go back to centuries. When such individuals and families are considered, medieval historians certainly devoted more attention to them, preserving much more information for posterity. Alas, this is not the case with the story of William Wallace, a man whose exact origins are still debated, and about which not much is known. What we do know is that he was born into lesser nobility. The year of his birth is likewise unknown for certain, but scholars agree that he was born sometime around 1270 AD, at a time when Scotland was for a while in relative peace with its larger and powerful neighbor to the south. After the inconclusive Battle of Largs, which the Scots fought against the Kingdom of Norway on October 2nd, 1263, Scotland entered a period of some 40 years of peace and stability. The battle, although inconclusive, is generally viewed as having ended in Scottish favor, as it broke the 500-years-old pressure that the Norwegians and the Vikings in general exerted on Scotland and its isles. Around this time, perhaps some seven years later, William Wallace was supposedly born. 

The first piece of the puzzle surrounding the origins of William Wallace is his family. What we know almost for certain is that the Wallaces were not high nobles and did not possess any profound influence. What is accepted is that the Clan Wallace - or the Wallace family - was of landed gentry and had been established in Scotland for almost a century. However, in order to learn more about the Wallace family, we need to return back to the reign of Scottish King David I. He became King in 1124 AD, and before that point he spent much of his life abroad, in France and England. Due to this, he was quick to begin inviting Norman lords and noble families into Scotland, to follow on the already established practice of feudalism that was popular in England. As a monarch, he freely gave these Normans lands and ranks, increasing their military presence in Scotland and transforming regional lords into powerful noble families. In fact, many of the Scottish clans can trace their origins to these Norman knights that became powerful nobles in the service of David I. In fact, many of these landed knights would become the progenitors of the leading, ruling noble houses of Medieval Scotland. Some of these include the Bruces as the Lords of Annandale, the Balliols as rulers of Galloway, and the FitzAlans of Renfrew and Kyle, later to become the Stewarts. It is this latter family that is of interest to us in the story of William Wallace.

The FitzAlans came to Scotland from Shropshire, on the Welsh Marches, and with them they brought many of their vassals - small families of landed gentry that were in their service. Amongst these families was one that bore the surname Walays (or Wallace). This
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