
        
            
                
            
        



  	
	    
	      Also by Vincent Zandri

	    

      
	    
          
	      A Chase Baker Thriller

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker Box Set

          
        
          
	          The Chase Baker Trilogy:Volume II

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Dutch Diamonds

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Spear of Destiny

          
        
          
	          The Chase Baker Trilogy: The First Three Chase Baker Thriller Novels

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Quest for the Holy Grail

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Pyramid of Madness

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Hunt for Nazi Gold

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker und die Jagd nach Nazi-Gold

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Purple Robe of Christ

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Nazi Time Machine

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Chase Baker Thriller No. 12

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Lost Ark of God

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Chase Baker Thriller Series

          
        
          
	          Young Chase Baker and the Cross of the Last Crusade

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Chase Baker Thriller Series No. 1

          
        
          
	          The Shroud Key

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Chase Baker Thriller Series No. 2

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Golden Condor

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Chase Baker Thriller Series No. 3

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the God Boy

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Chase Baker Thriller Series No. 4

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Lincoln Curse

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Chase Baker Thriller Series No. 6

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Da Vinci Divinity

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Chase Baker Thriller Series No. 9

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Seventh Seal

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Dick Moonlight PI Series

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Falls

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Gets Schooled

          
        
          
	          Blue Moonlight

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Weeps

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Breaks Bad

          
        
          
	          Murder by Moonlight

          
        
          
	          Divorce by Moonlight

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Gets Railroaded

          
        
          
	          Code Blue Moonlight

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Dick Moonlight PI Series Short

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Gets Served

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Goes Viral

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Mafia

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Detour

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Dick Moonlight PI Thriller

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Kills

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Falls: New and Lengthened Editor’s Cut Edition

          
        
          
	          The Dick Moonlight PI Box Set II

          
        
          
	          Moonlight and the Hitman

          
        
          
	          Terminal Moonlight

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Rises

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Gets Schooled

          
        
          
	          Downhill Moonlight

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Dick Moonlight Thriller Book 9

          
        
          
	          Dog Day Moonlight

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Frank Tassi Mobster Family Thriller

          
        
          
	          The IRS Agent Came Calling for Blood

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Gripping Ava "Spike" Harrison Thriller

          
        
          
	          The Concrete Pearl

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Gripping Dick Moonlight PI Thriller

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Sonata

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Gripping Dick Moonlight PI Thriller Boxed Set

          
        
          
	          Dick Moonlight Collection One

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Gripping Tanya Teal Corporate War Chronicles Thriller

          
        
          
	          Primary Termination

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Jack "Keeper" Marconi PI Thriller Series

          
        
          
	          The Sins of the Sons: A Gripping Hard-Boiled Mystery Thriller with a Surprise Ending

          
        
          
	          The Innocent

          
        
          
	          Godchild

          
        
          
	          American Prison Break

          
        
          
	          The Jack Marconi P.I. Box Set

          
        
          
	          White Wedding

          
        
          
	          The Body

          
        
          
	          Ruthless

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      (A Jack Marconi PI Series)

          
        
          
	          The Guilty

          
        
          
	          The Slender Man

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      (A Keeper Marconi PI Thriller Book 5

          
        
          
	          Dressed to Kill

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      American Crime Story: A Thriller Series

          
        
          
	          American Crime Story: Book I

          
        
          
	          American Crime Story: Book II

          
        
          
	          American Crime Story: Book III

          
        
          
	          American Crime Story: Book IV

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Meta Man Time Travel Thriller

          
        
          
	          The Passion of Casey Smith

          
        
          
	          Meta Man

          
        
          
	          Meta Man: Mars 900 C

          
        
          
	          Cashless Bail

          
        
          
	          After Life

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Sam Savage Sky Marshal Thriller

          
        
          
	          Dead Heading

          
        
          
	          The Sam Savage Sky Marshal Boxed Set

          
        
          
	          Tunnel Rats

          
        
          
	          The Empire Runaway

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Short Thriller

          
        
          
	          Ghosts

          
        
          
	          Pembroke Pines

          
        
          
	          The Killer

          
        
          
	          Hit and Run

          
        
          
	          The Devil Won't Have You

          
        
          
	          The Girl in the Window

          
        
          
	          Go Get Me A Gun

          
        
          
	          The Left Hook

          
        
          
	          Autonomous

          
        
          
	          Delusional

          
        
          
	          Desperate Measures

          
        
          
	          Domestic Dispute

          
        
          
	          Living Doll

          
        
          
	          The Woman with Two Faces

          
        
          
	          The Man Who Prayed for the End of the World

          
        
          
	          Hitchhiker

          
        
          
	          Bang Bang Shoot Shoot

          
        
          
	          Memory Bank

          
        
          
	          Left Alone

          
        
          
	          The Commuter

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Short Thriller Collection

          
        
          
	          Desperate Measures: A Short Thriller Collection

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Short True Crime Thriller

          
        
          
	          I Am God

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Steele and Blood Thriller

          
        
          
	          Alligator Alcatraz

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Steve Jobz PI Thriller

          
        
          
	          The Flower Man

          
        
          
	          The Extortionist

          
        
          
	          The Plumber

          
        
          
	          I, The Judge

          
        
          
	          The Steve Jobz PI Box Set

          
        
          
	          The Blackmailer

          
        
          
	          The Garbage Man

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Steve Jobz Thriller

          
        
          
	          The Embalmer

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      (A Thriller)

          
        
          
	          The Scream Catcher

          
        
          
	          A Touch of Evil

          
        
          
	          Detonator

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Thriller

          
        
          
	          The Caretaker

          
        
          
	          Tarantulas at Thirty Thousand Feet

          
        
          
	          American Crime Story: The Complete Saga

          
        
          
	          Deranged Fan

          
        
          
	          The Girl Who Wasn't There

          
        
          
	          Her Darkest Secret

          
        
          
	          Paradox Lake

          
        
          
	          Max Gator: A Thriller

          
        
          
	          The Squatters

          
        
          
	          Assignment Rendition

          
        
          
	          The Ex-Con

          
        
          
	          Bullet

          
        
          
	          Love Like a Loaded Gun

          
        
          
	          Everything Burns

          
        
          
	          Love Like a Loaded Gun: Mass Market Edition

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Tony and Stan Thriller

          
        
          
	          Bingo Night

          
        
          
	          Border Crossings

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Vincent Zandri Hard-Boiled Short Read

          
        
          
	          Pathological

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Young Chase Baker Thriller

          
        
          
	          Young Chase Baker and the Well of the Souls

          
        
          
	          Young Chase Baker and the President's Assassin

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Dick Moonlight PI

          
        
          
	          The Moonlight Falcon

          
        
          
	          Full Moonlight

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      PI Jack Marconi

          
        
          
	          Arbor Hill

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      PULP Thrillers

          
        
          
	          Pulp 2: Three Gripping Thrillers Collected in One Box Set

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Rebecca Underhill Trilogy

          
        
          
	          The Remains

          
        
          
	          The Ashes

          
        
          
	          The Bones

          
        
          
	          The Remains

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      (Vincent Zandri on Writing Book)

          
        
          
	          Pieces of Mind: Fictional Truths & Non-Fictional Lies about Writing and the Writing Life

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Writer's Life Mindset Lecture Series

          
        
          
	          The Writer’s Life Mindset Lecture Series Number 1: The Series that Helps You become a Real Pro Writer!

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Writer's Life Volume 1

          
        
          
	          The Writer's Life

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Pulp!: Two Thriller Novels and a Novella

          
        
          
	          Head

          
        
          
	          Pathological: Collected Short Reads of Sex, Lies, and Murder!

          
        
          
	          Go Get Me  a Gun

          
        
      

      
    
	    
	      
	      Watch for more at Vincent Zandri’s site.

	      
	    

	  
    


	Begin your journey today with a FREE copy of MOONLIGHT FALLS, the first novel in the Thriller and Shamus Award-winning series. 

Or visit http://WWW.VINZANDRI.comto join Vincent's “For your eyes only” newsletter today. 

 

 

PRAISE FOR VINCENT ZANDRI

 

 

“Sensational . . . masterful . . . brilliant.”

—New York Post

 

 

“(A) chilling tale of obsessive love from Thriller Award-winner Zandri (Moonlight Weeps) . . . Riveting.”

—Publishers Weekly

 

 

“. . . Oh, what a story it is . . . Riveting . . . A terrific old school thriller.”

—Booklist “Starred Review”

 

 

“I very highly recommend this book . . . It's a great crime drama that is full of action and intense suspense, along with some great twists . . . Vincent Zandri has become a huge name and just keeps pouring out one best seller after another.”

—Life in Review

 

 

“(The Innocent) is a thriller that has depth and substance, wickedness and compassion.”

—The Times-Union (Albany)

 

 

"The action never wanes." 

—Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel

 

 

"Gritty, fast-paced, lyrical and haunting." 

—Harlan Coben, New York Times bestselling author of Six Years

 

 

"Tough, stylish, heartbreaking." 

—Don Winslow, New York Times bestselling author of Savages and Cartel.

 

 

“A tightly crafted, smart, disturbing, elegantly crafted complex thriller . . . I dare you to start it and not keep reading.”

—MJ Rose, New York Times bestselling author of Halo Effect and Closure 

 

 

“A classic slice of raw pulp noir . . .”

—William Landay, New York Times bestselling author of Defending Jacob

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 [image: Logo  Description automatically generated]

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Don’t mistake my kindness for weakness. I am kind to everyone, but when someone is unkind to me, weak is not what you are going to remember about me.”

—Al Capone   

 

 


Chapter 1[image: A picture containing dark, black, aircraft

Description automatically generated]

Ding!

Will I ever fucking learn? I should know by now. Never park on a steep incline that makes me feel like I’m falling out of the Old Man’s shiny black Cadillac hearse when I open the door. Then again, maybe it’s the shot (or two) of Jack I put down at home before starting on this . . . well, let’s call it a job. 

You know, one of those questionable but desperately needed jobs that comes to you out of the blue from an anonymous source who mails you a perfectly good bank check for three Gs that’s a deposit against a possible thirty Gs. That is, if I can complete the project spelled out on the attached piece of typed correspondence. 

And check this out—the anonymous source calls himself John Smith. I mean, is this guy for real? Fake name aside, the cash is very real, and the job seems pretty easy. All I’m expected to do is answer a used car ad from a car lot located across the river in Troy and, assuming I get the job, keep a close eye on the owner of said car lot. I’m also expected to gather evidence on his cooking the books and running a gambling parlor out of the back office and attached garage.

Three Gs. And a potential cushy five-figure payday. What else can an out-of-work, formerly suicidal, private eye with half a bullet in his brain ask for? 

But back to the situation at hand—parking. I should know better by now, especially with Dad’s pride and joy, Caddie. Because when I pull into the too-tight parking spot—sandwiched between a duct-taped Saturn wagon and a brand-spankin’ new chrome and black Dodge Ram 8-cylinder with a Hemi—I open that too-heavy hearse door, and I’ll be damned if the handle doesn’t slip right out of my grip. 

And, of course, the door obeys gravity and opens up faster than I can thrust my open hand out to catch it. Naturally, the hard, narrow, metal edge of the hearse door slams itself into the passenger door of that new Dodge Ram. 

Ding!!!!

The sound rattles the entire parking lot of Billy’s Bar. It bounces off the cement block walls of the Italian restaurant just one hundred feet to the east and the big two-story building at the center of the used car lot where I’m looking to answer that Used Car Salesperson Wanted ad—undercover. 

The ding…I mean, it’s technically a ding, but it doesn’t sound like a ding. More like a hollow bang. Like a bullet triggered from a .45. It’s the kind of caught-in-the-act sound that not only gives you pause, it makes your stomach flip inside out, your chest go tight, and your breathing constrict.    

Here’s what I do. I sit still in perfect pregnant silence and wait for the shout. You know what kind of shout I’m talking about. “Hey, jerk off, look what you did to my truck?! Now I’m gonna rearrange your face.” I wait for the sound of engineer booted footsteps, for a gang of plastered ironworkers to come after me with framing hammers and tire irons. 

But when none of that happens, I inhale my first deep breath since I messed up the door on that new truck. Only then do I crawl out and check the damage. Standing there in the narrow lot in my usual attire of black combat boots, black jeans, and a thin black leather coat, I can see that it’s not nearly as bad as I first thought. 

The door-to-door collision left a mark, for sure, but it’s just a mere scratch, not even a dent. It’s something the owner might not even notice, especially if he’s been pounding Budweiser and Jameson chasers. 

Considering the sun is going to set in an hour or less, he—or she—might not notice it at all. I find myself smiling and running a hand over my shaved scalp. I feel the tiny scar where a piece of .22 caliber bullet entered my skull more than a decade ago now. For the briefest of moments, I consider moving Dad’s hearse around to the back of the bar, or maybe even parking it in the used car lot, since that’s where I’m heading after a couple of loosen-me-up cocktails. 

But then, what if they’re watching me through the bar window? What if someone spotted me dinging the door? What if they’re still watching me? To move Dad’s hearse now would be like an admission of guilt. A sure sign that I’m responsible for damaging automotive property and not assuming the necessary legal responsibility. At least by keeping my parking space, I can retain the advantage of plausible deniability . . . if there is such a thing. 

Besides, the ding ain’t much of a ding at all. It’s the kind of small scratch you might pick up on any given Sunday afternoon at the local mega-mart—common garden variety wear and tear. Happens to all of us if you live long enough, which I almost didn’t. 

Pocketing my keyring, I turn and, with a swagger that befits all Dirty Harry wannabes free to down a drink or two at their watering hole of choice, head toward the front door of Billy’s Bar. I can already taste the Jack on my lips and tongue, just like I feel the jingle of three Gs in my pocket.              
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