
Table of Contents

Foreword

Chapter 1. Ancient China

Chapter 2. Multi-racial and Multi-religion

Chapter 3. Western Frontiers

Chapter 4. The Silk Road of Multiple Ethnicity and Cultures

Chapter 5. Donghu - proto-Mongolic

Chapter 6. Xianbei – Mongolic

Chapter 7. Rouran – Mongolic

Chapter 8. Tatars – Mongolic

Chapter 9. Khitan, Liao Dynasty - Mongolic

Chapter 10. Yuezhi - probably Persian

Chapter 11. Wusun - Persian

Chapter 12. Hephthalites - probably Persian

Chapter 13. Scythia, Saka – Persian

Chapter 14. Sogdiana – Persian

Chapter 15. Xiongnu  - probably Turkic

Chapter 16. Turkic Khaganate

Chapter 17. Turkic Peoples

Chapter 18. Turkic Kingdoms in India

Chapter 19. Turkic Empires in Middle East

Chapter 20. Oghuz – Turkic

Chapter 21. Uyghur Khaganate – Turkic

Chapter 22. Mongol Empire

Chapter 23. Jurchen – Tungusic

Chapter 24. Manchu – Tungusic

Chapter 25. Mesopotamian civilizations

Chapter 26. Prehistoric Greeks (1700BC-800BC)

Chapter 27. Ancient Greece (800BC-600AD)

Chapter 28. Hellenistic Kingdoms

Chapter 29. Dayuan – Greco-Persian

Chapter 30. Bactria – Greco-Persian

Chapter 31. Khwarezm – Greco-Persian

Chapter 32. Ancient Rome  (Kingdom 753BC- Republic 500BC- Empire 27BC-450AD split)

Chapter 33. Holy Roman Empire (900 to 1806AD)

Chapter 34. Eastern Roman Empire (330/476/629 to 1453AD) - Byzantine Empire

Chapter 35. Persian Empires

Chapter 36. Ancient Egypt

Chapter 37. The Arabs

Chapter 38. Arab Caliphates

Chapter 39. Ancient India

Chapter 40. Muslim Sultanates in India

Chapter 41. Beyond the North, East and South Frontiers

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Foreword
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Thank you, D, for being my guiding light!

This book is for you, with love.................

––––––––
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THE ROMANCE OF THE ancient Silk Road:

The marvelous exchanges between peoples, 

The fantastic goods, the unimaginable riches and the brutal wars,

The incredible dangers and the terrible hardship,

All there for all to see.

And to learn from.

And to do better. 
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Chapter 1. Ancient China
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Classical Chinese history tomes from ancient times are replete with multiple references to peoples, cultures and kingdoms and states west of China, and the complex relations that Ancient China had with them.  All these peoples and places were given quaint, surprising and almost unpronounceable Chinese translations of their names. An interesting example was the ancient Chinese name for India 身毒, which means literally "body poison". It would seem that this tradition of using unusual Chinese words to translate foreign words, especially in the translation of Buddhist scriptures, is meant to highlight the foreignness of the names and to help distinguish them and highlight them from the main text in the documents. 

Despite the many quirky names used, these are valuable records of the interactions and conflicts that China had with these civilizations and cultures, and an indication of the impact of these contacts on the evolution of all those myriad civilizations. 

One might wondered how accurate these names are, and how well these accounts reflect the actual circumstances in those lands and peoples beyond the Chinese western border. Were these stories accurate in portraying the advent of the Silk Road? Were these also a record of the war and conflicts that happened along the silk road? Were these also the war paths that created so much misery to the many peoples and tribes along these roads and destroyed so many lives and livelihoods?

In examining these records, it is important to reconcile the differences of the various accounts to achieve a semblance of internal consistency, as well as a basic understanding of the sequence of events and the motivations and actions of all the parties involved. However, it is to be understood that while the gist of many of the stories are probably correct, not all the information can be verified.

All these accounts amount to a major part of the ancient history of humankind. These stories are both interesting and instructive, and they truly present a very vivid picture of the clash and crash, the rise and fall, and the endless struggles of all these different cultures, religions and political entities in history. 
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Chapter 2. Multi-racial and Multi-religion
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These histories of ancient China present us with useful and interesting insights. They show us the great impact many different ethnicity, religions and multi-cultural interactions have had on ancient China and its neighbours and the world at large. There is much to be learned about how conflicts and wars were perpetrated, how they were resolved and avoided, and how peace and prosperity can be achieved on a win-win basis. These are valuable lessons that they can teach us. 

In particular, it was clear from ancient history that inter-racial and inter-ethnic marriages have been prevalent as people migrate across territories and regions and interact in so many ways. Most countries and peoples were forged in the midst of such exchanges of goods and people. Indeed, no race is a "pure" one nor should it aspire to be. There are great benefits in the cross fertilization of cultures, civilizations, ideas, knowledge and thinking. This must surely be the way forward.

Running through this long history is the strain of great tenacity and inventiveness, as well as the strain of terrible cruelty and violence of the human race. Clearly, if we do not learn from history, we are condemned to repeat it.
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Chapter 3. Western Frontiers 
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Ancient China had always had a problem dealing with the nomadic people in the north. This is unavoidable when an agrarian society finds itself competing for land with nomadic neighbours.

As early as during the Spring and Autumn Period (771-476BC) of Chinese history, Duke Mu of Qin 秦穆公 had to send troops to fend off some of the intruding "barbarians". The chiefs of these tribes were known as Chieftains 戎王. In 623BC, the Qin State's army defeated many of these tribes which were forced to migrate westward or northward. Among those cited in Chinese texts were: 允姓之戎、大夏、月氏、莎车.

The term "Western Frontiers" 西域 was first used in the Classic "Han Book of History -Western Frontiers".  It is closely associated with the epic travels of Zhang Qian 张骞 (164-113BC), the Han dynasty diplomat-explorer extraordinaire. 

At the time of Western Han, the term basically means the limited areas west of Yumen Pass and Yang Pass at Gansu's Dunhuang, east of Pamir Highlands, north of Mount Kunlun, and south of Lake Balkhash; which was the area under the control of the Regional Pacification Office. 

More widely, the term could include the areas west of Pamir Highlands in central Asia, the Roman Empire, Afghanistan, Iran, Uzbekistan, and toward the Mediterranean coast.

The ancient Chinese term 西域, pronounced "xiyu", can variously be translated as "western territories", "western lands", "west areas","western zones" or even "western regions". But all these names could fuel a controversy of whether the ancient Chinese treated these areas as their domains, which was clearly not the case. Perhaps a better translation would be "the western world", but that could also be misunderstood. So "western frontiers" would appear to be the least controversial and most politically correct representation of this ancient Chinese term used liberally in Chinese historical texts.

Western Frontiers is divided by Tian Shan Mountain into south and north sections. Most people there lived around the Tarim Basin. In early Han Dynasty, there were 36 kingdoms as follows: 婼羌、楼兰(鄯善)、且末、小宛、精绝、戎卢、扜弥、渠勒、于阗、皮山、乌秆、西夜、子合、蒲犁、依耐、无雷、难兜、大宛、桃槐、休循、捐毒、莎车、疏勒、尉头、姑墨、温宿、龟兹、尉犁、危须、焉耆、姑师、墨山、劫、狐胡、渠犁、乌垒.

When Zhang Qian went on his first tour of the area, he had personally visited several small kingdoms in Xinjiang as well as Dayuan, Kangju, Da Yuejie and Bactria further away in central Asia. From these places, he also learned about Wusun, Yancai, Ansi (Parthia), the Arab Caliphates, and India. Back in Chang'an, he made a detailed report to Han Emperor Wu about their geographic locations, produces, populations, cities and military strength. All these were well recorded in Sima Qian's classic history of "Han Book of History - Western Frontiers".
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Chapter 4. The Silk Road of Multiple Ethnicity and Cultures 
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Looking at the whole breadth of the silk road region, one might say that all the dramatic history from that ancient time was unfolding in the long stretches of land in west and central Asia; from the shores of the Mediterranean Sea, to Black Sea, to Caspian Sea, to Aral Sea, to Lake Balkhash, and to Lake Baikal. These six bodies of water seem to be the connecting focal points of all the human drama and all the amazing cultural and other exchanges around these areas.

All the human drama along this ancient Silk Road were played out by the many ethnicity and cultures of peoples who lived along this long road of the Chinese, Mongolic, Turkic, Persian, Mesopotamian, Egyptian, Indian, Greek, Roman and Arabic civilizations. And it is truly as Shakespeare said: "All the world is a stage, And all the men and women merely players; They have their exits and their entrance."

From the turbulent history of the Silk Road, one can see that all of these people and more would really need to learn to live together as one humanity in peace and harmony on this enormous stage that is Earth.
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Chapter 5. Donghu - proto-Mongolic 
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Donghu (东胡) was the name of a Mongolic nomadic tribal confederation that was first recorded from the 7th century BC and was defeated by Xiongnu 匈奴 in 150BC. 

Donghu was later organized into the Wuhuan (乌桓) and Xianbei (鲜卑) confederations, from which the Mongols were derived. Hence, in modern linguistic terminology, they are classified as a proto-Mongolic nomadic ethnic group.
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Chapter 6. Xianbei – Mongolic
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Xianbei 鮮卑 was probably the most powerful and successful nomadic tribes of ancient China, even more so than the more famous Xiongnu 匈奴. Incredibly, Xianbei was involved in so many ways in the founding of many kingdoms and dynasties in ancient China, including the powerful North Wei, the Liao dynasty, the Jurchens Jin dynasty, the Mongol empire, and even the Qing dynasty.

It was an ancient significant Mongolic nomadic people residing in what became today's eastern Mongolia, Inner Mongolia, and northeast China. Chinese historical texts unequivocally stated that the Xianbei were descendants of the Donghu. After the Donghu were defeated by Modu Chanyu of Xiongnu around 150BC, Xianbei 鲜卑 and Wuhuan 乌桓 survived as the main remnants of the confederation. 

During the Sixteen Kingdoms (304-439AD) Period, Xianbei founded six kingdoms in China proper, including Former Yan (281-370AD), Western Yan (384-394AD), Later Yan (384-407AD), Southern Yan (398-410AD), Western Qin (385-430AD) and Southern Liang (397-414AD). Most of them were then unified by Tuoba Xianbei 拓跋鲜卑 who established the Northern Wei (386-535AD), which was the first of the Northern Dynasties (386-581AD) founded by the Xianbei.

In 534AD, Northern Wei split into an Eastern Wei (534-550AD) and a Western Wei (535-556AD) after an uprising in the steppes of northern China. The former evolved into the Northern Qi (550-577AD), and the latter into the Northern Zhou (557-581AD), while all the Southern Dynasties were pushed to south of the Yangtze River. 

In 581AD, the Prime Minister of Northern



d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
SILK ROAD OR
WAR PATH

Terry Nettle

wéstern Frontiers of
Ancient China and
Beyond





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





