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“Let yourself be silently drawn
 by the strange pull of what you love.
 It will not lead you astray.”
 — Rumi
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INTRODUCTION

When I first started using oracle decks, I had no clue where to start.

I knew oracle decks were so much more than simple card-stock and ink—that they were tools of divination, intuition, and magic—but I had no idea how to access their true power.

Once I discovered the first few spreads that spoke to me, it was like I had been handed my own personal road map to the wisdom of the Universe. These spreads allowed me to use the decks I had collected in a way that brought my readings to life and tuned me in to the messages I received in a way that made them clear and easy to follow. Not only did I have answers but I also understood more about how to ask good questions and how to dig deeper into the language of each unique deck.

Oracle spreads also gave me a way to breathe new life into decks that I hadn’t worked with in a long time. I discovered new and exciting ways to use familiar cards. Each card’s message was clearer and more potent when interpreted in the context and structure of a spread—the many meanings of all the cards weaving together to add layers of nuance and insight.

As my skills sharpened and I began to read more intuitively, the spreads that had built my foundation were always a resource I could turn to if I needed specific guidance or simply a way to orient myself as I approached new types of readings with new clients, concerns, and decks.

At the beginning of my journey as a card reader, I found some oracle spreads in guidebooks and some online, but it was difficult to find a resource that compiled unique spreads of all topics and sizes in one place. These resources were so scattered or focused on one specific deck that I realized if I wanted more spreads, I would need to start creating my own.

That is when this guidebook began to take shape.

As an author and an artist, I wanted to create a collection that was not only fun to use but also effective and enlightening. With variation and personality, these spreads reflect my real-life experiences. My own personal inquiries and my intent to receive clarity from each reading by addressing the matter directly is what prompted the creation of many spreads in this book. I personally tried and tested each one.

Life is multifaceted, and in this book you will find spreads that run that gamut of the human experience. From self-care, to business, love, family, spiritual growth, and more, there is a spread for every person and every question. Experiment with the spreads and feel free to adapt when necessary. Allow the spreads to complement your spiritual practice, instead of changing it into something it’s not.

I believe this book of spreads will help you refresh your oracle practice and encourage you to see your decks in a new light no matter your experience level—whether you are staring at your first deck still in its wrapper thinking, “Where do I start?” or you are a professional reader looking for a little intuition jump start.

 Ultimately, this book is not simply more spreads, but my way of handing you that same road map to the Universe that oracle reading unfolded for me.

Let’s get started!

What are oracle spreads, really?

Simply put, an oracle spread is the way you arrange the cards that you draw during an oracle card reading. Oracle spreads help the reader to gain insight, guidance, and clarity on specific questions or situations, assigning specific meaning to each card you reveal. They bring a level of structure and organization to card reading that can make the process less intimidating to approach, easier to gain insights, and simpler to digest and act upon.

To extend our metaphor, spreads can be used like a map, offering clear guidance and prompts at your fingertips that will lead you to your destination. The beauty of spreads is their versatility and ease of use. There are a variety of topics, questions, numbers of cards, and patterns that depend on the nature of the question along with the querent’s personal preference.

When using spreads, it is important to remember that rather than being definitive, they are a tool to tap into your intuition and the energy surrounding you, like a dowsing rod or a pendulum. Although there are many spreads available, it is up to you to choose the right spread for your needs and to use the information received to gain clarity and make the best decision for yourself or the person you are offering a reading.

 How do you choose the right spread for your reading?

Spreads bring focus and structure by zeroing in on the purpose of the reading and providing specific prompts and/or questions for each card you draw. This clarifies the intention of the reading, keeps the reading on track, and results in messages that are as straightforward as possible, even when the overarching reading is nuanced and multidimensional. When choosing a spread it is important to consider the nature of your question or situation, how many cards you feel comfortable using, and whether the spread truly addresses your inquiry. First, think about the specific area of your life you’d like to gain insight into. Different spreads are designed to address different topics and questions—for example, love and romance, self-improvement, or career. The more you use spreads the more comfortable you will become with choosing the ones that work best for your needs. This book is meant to serve as a toolbox in your practice for you to put to work as you expand in your oracle deck journey. It can even be used as inspiration to create your own customized spreads.

 How do you choose the right deck for your reading?

Whether you purchased your first oracle decks because you were drawn to begin a divination practice or simply because you liked the way they looked, most people are unsure of how to start reading. Oracle
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