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Beginning in 2019 I’m publishing 14 volumes of my fiction, inc
7 novels in most genres, & 21 works of non-fiction covering
cults, politics, conspiracies, religion, disasters, science,
philosophy, warfare, crime, psychology, new age, green issues &
all areas of the unexplained, inc ufology, lost worlds and the
paranormal. Hopefully appearing at the rate of one a month, check
out the latest launch at my bookstore at http://anthonynorth.com or
buy direct from Smashwords for all devices at: https://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/anthonynorth

In
addition to the above, you may like my ‘I’ Series – 8 volumes of
flash fiction (horror, sci fi, romance, adventure, crime), 4
volumes of poetry & 5 volumes of short essays from politics to
the unexplained. Available from same links as above. Also check out
my bookstore for news of my books out in paperback.
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 Chapter One - A CULTISH
WORLD


On 19
April 1993 tanks trundled across the wooden complex of Mount Carmel
near Waco, Texas. Filling the main building with gas, they brought
to an end a fifty one day siege of the Branch Davidians, a Seventh
Day Adventist sect, causing a massive blaze which saw nearly eighty
cultists die, including their leader, David Koresh. What had begun
as a legitimate, if heavy handed, attempt to search the compound
for arms, the resulting fire fight had eventually set the scene for
their own particular apocalypse.

Koresh
himself was an enigmatic figure. Born Vernon Howell to a teenage
single mother, he grew up a loner who withdrew into the Bible
(stories circulated of periods of abuse during this time). By the
age of twelve he had memorized the entire New Testament. Dropping
out of school in 1977, he dreamt of being a great rock musician,
but lack of talent proved a hindrance. Eventually he joined the
Seventh Day Adventists, but was expelled for his extreme views two
years later.

Koresh
headed off to Waco, where an apocalyptic splinter group, the Branch
Davidians, had been based since the 1930s. He worked there as a
handyman, before a spiritual experience led him to take over the
sect. To achieve this, one story is he challenged one of the
leaders to a spiritual duel, convincing him to dig up a corpse so
that Koresh could resurrect it. As the man went off to the
graveyard, Koresh phoned the police and the man was arrested.
Koresh - the Sinful Messiah, as he became known - took over,
instituted an oppressive regime and allegedly began a series of
sexual abuses. With such a character, it had to end in
disaster.


This
book is about cults such as the Branch Davidians, and their gurus,
such as David Koresh. We will explore how they work, and how they
can so easily create their own brand of Armageddon. But in doing
so, we shall hopefully learn something about ourselves, for it is
my belief that a cult is simply an extreme form of normal human
behaviour. Hence, in understanding cults, we can understand a great
deal about our own psychology and the societies we
create.


It is
often argued that the human race is compelled by two overriding
instincts - the sexual instinct and the urge towards survival.
However, this essentially modern, secular analysis is wrong, for
there is a further instinct higher than both. Subsumed by modern
living, it lies dormant until such time that a life crisis brings
it to the fore. And when it comes, this most powerful instinct -
the religious; our sense of the Divine - overpowers the others to
the extent that celibacy and martyrdom can become second
nature.

Of
course, an urge towards divinity does not prove the existence of
the divine. Rather, it can be seen as an expression of lacking
within the mind of the individual. If life becomes unfulfilling, we
seek something - anything - to fill the psychological void. Whether
through the existence of an actual God-force, or centuries of
enculturation, for millions from the past and present the void has
been filled with subservience to a supernatural belief.

Four
hundred years ago, science and reason toppled the automatic
acceptance of God in the western world. The process of change was
slow but relentless, and resulting in the materialistic world we
live in today. Thought to be the ultimate expression of humanity,
the scientific revolution has provided admirably for our material
cravings, but one thing is becoming abundantly clear. It has failed
to destroy our religious cravings. To more and more people, there
is something lacking. And the people are increasingly seeking out
their sense of the divine. However, rather than going back to the
traditional churches, such people realize that these institutions
are essentially stagnant.

Where
Christianity is chosen by these new seekers of the divine, the
Charismatic movement is found to be most attractive. Indeed, today
there are over 400 million Charismatics worldwide, representing
some 25% of the Christian Church, and rising fast. But for many
others, Christianity is shunned, preferring the myriad of New Age
movements, many based on eastern philosophies. There are thousands
of such spiritual movements throughout the world to cater for this
upsurge in the religious instinct, many of them categorized as
cults.


Not all
cults are as extreme as Koresh's perversion of the Branch
Davidians. Based on a mixture of Christianity and 1960s hippydom,
The Family (International), previously known as the Children of
God, was formed on the Californian beaches in 1968 by David Berg.
Attracting converts such as Fleetwood Mac's Jeremy Spencer, by
Berg's death in 1994, the cult had thousands of members in communes
in many countries. Given immediacy by its belief in Armageddon,
many commentators saw the movement as a simple excuse for group
sex. This was mainly due to the early practice of sending out
'God's Whores' to go flirty fishing, or 'Ffing', around clubs to
pick up new members.

Sex
often seems the impulse for cultish activity. Charismatic guru
Franz Edmund ‘Joshua’ Creffield attracted many women to his mission
in Corvallis, Oregon, in 1903. His form of worship included them
ripping off their clothes, which led to many husbands running him
out of town. Setting up again in Newport, Oregon, more opposition
followed, so he put a curse on San Francisco. The coincidental
earthquake which flattened the city increased his appeal, AND his
sexual appetite. Creffield was eventually shot dead by a man who
discovered he had 'deflowered' his two sisters. Such was the degree
of veneration for this guru that one of the sisters then shot her
brother in revenge and several of his followers committed
suicide.


Britain
had its own sex scandal in the early 1990s when the Rev Chris Brain
began his Nine O'Clock Service, a mixture of Christianity and
disco, at St Thomas's Church, Sheffield. Attracting hundreds of
young women, he eventually moved to a conference centre. However,
he had an inner circle of 'Lycra Lovelies' who seemed to pander to
his needs. In August 1995, some of them spoke out about Brain's
sexual molestations. Although he never had intercourse with them,
he was disgraced and the Nine O'Clock Service, including his 'Home
Base Team', was disbanded.

An
American sex, and fraud, scandal involved television evangelist Rev
Jim Bakker, whose network, Praise the Lord, reached 13 million
homes. Married to his co-host, Tammy Faye, in late 1980 Bakker met
21 year old Pentecostal, Jessica Hahn, and had sex with her. Her
silence cost $265,000, but the story eventually broke, disgracing
Bakker. Further revelations led to him being tried for fraud.
Although Tammy Faye stood by her man, he was forced to resign in
1988 and was jailed for diverting funds to allow him and his wife
to live in grand style. Jessica Hahn went on to rejuvenate her
career courtesy of Playboy Magazine. Once released, Bakker devoted
himself to helping the unfortunate.



Controversial beliefs often surrounded cult activity. During
the 1870s a Dr Cyrus Teed toured America, advising that the Earth
was hollow and life existed only on its internal surface. He gained
a large following and became known as Koresh, forming his Koreshan
Unity in New York. Followers became known as 'cellularists' and
believed in earth power and immortality. Carrying out 'scientific'
experiments, they tried to prove the Earth's convexity was an
illusion. Eventually moving to Florida, they angered locals by
interfering in politics. In 1908, Teed died three days before
Christmas, and his followers were disappointed when he failed to
come back to life. A tomb was built for him on Estero Island when
the authorities declared his rotting body unhealthy. Several years
later, his tomb was washed away, leaving no trace of
him.

The
Church of All Worlds was set up in 1962 by Tim, later Otter, Zell
and friends from Westminster College in Fulton, Missouri. A
neo-pagan church, it was inspired by the self-actualizing theories
of Humanist psychologist Abraham Maslow. Organizing itself into
'nests', the church taught that each of us has divinity, and study
courses were devised to bring out the divinity in us all. The
church held no dogma except that the greatest sin was hypocrisy and
the greatest crime was interfering with another. To Zell, belief
was a lack of belief, and although not openly preached, the aim of
the religion was to achieve union with all consciousness. Later,
Zell emphasized the importance of ecology, leading to a split in
the church, and by 1988 it had ceased to exist in any organized
form.


Of
course, cults could be extremely violent, such as the cult
organized by Margaret Peter in the German border town of Wildisbuch
in 1823. The group included most of her family, but things came to
a head when Margaret was convinced the Devil lived in her 1oft and
they needed a sacrifice. A sister immediately hit herself with a
mallet. Six members then battered her to death. The Devil still
there, Margaret decided to be crucified, to be resurrected in three
days. The group crucified her and battered her to death. She didn't
come back to life, but the police did come to the house and throw
them all in prison.

Some
cu1tish style organizations claim to challenge orthodox science
with the most outlandish ideas. Typical is the Flat Earth Society,
a loose organization which states quite categorically that the
Earth is flat. Theologically, this is so because the Bible suggests
it is. Scientifically, this is so because if we were really a
fast-spinning globe, we would all fly off. Even when pictures of
the Earth appeared taken from space, it was not convincing enough
for the Flat Earthers. Quite simply, the photographs and the entire
space program are a sham.

Flat
Earth Societies are a constant irritation for 'rational' science,
yet some later organizations seem to have more of a philosophical
bent about them, arguing that as well as the Earth being flat, also
asserting that all assertions are true and false in some sense. In
other words, the flat Earth seems to be becoming a symbol of the
insistence of some that all answers are relative. As for my own
devil-making tendencies, we could argue that, if reality is 11
dimensions, and those dimensions are mainly in the subatomic, then
the reality they create, including Earth, would appear as ‘flat’ as
a 2-dimensional picture.


Cult
leaders are almost always men, but some women have gone on to form
cults. Consider the 18th century British Christian sect that grew
around Joanna Southcott. A deeply religious woman, she had a vision
that she would give birth to the new Messiah, whom she named
Shiloh. Dying in 1814, disciples waited for days by her dead body
for the birth. When the smell became too bad, a doctor opened her
up but found no child. Hence, it must have been spiritually born in
heaven.

The
Panacea Society was then formed, still waiting for Shiloh (some
believe he is now here in the personage of Prince William) and also
keeping a box containing Southcott's wisdom. This box can only be
opened in the presence of twenty four Anglican bishops. So far, the
bishops have declined to attend the opening of the box.

Ann Lee
from Manchester was another female cult leader. She was a Quaker
who, after all four of her children died whilst young, rejected
sex. Forming the Shakers, so named for their ecstatic dancing which
led to hysteria and hallucination, she became known as Mother Ann
for reflecting the feminine aspects of God. Moving to America in
1774, the Shakers grew to six thousand, but her rejection of sex
led to persecution, Ann being branded a witch. Dying in 1784, she
began to 'appear' in Shaker meetings and headed a number of
spiritual entities who appeared to the sect.

Perhaps
the most famous female guru was Russian eccentric and Spiritualist
medium, Helena Blavatsky. Becoming famous in America, this obese
lady began receiving 'letters' from Koot Hoomi, an immortal master,
or Mahatma, who existed in Tibet with others. In 1875 she formed
the Theosophical Society with Col HS Olcott, espousing her
spiritual philosophy that all religions were versions of the one
truth. This truth was that we existed on many 'planes',
reincarnation was a reality, and the cosmos underwent spiritual
development.

In 1877
the society moved to Adyar, Madras, in India, and became
fundamental to allowing eastern philosophies into the west. Derided
by many, leadership passed to Annie Besant who declared the guru J
Krishnamurti as the coming World Teacher. Krishnamurti later
rejected this, which was a huge blow for the society. Fellow
Theosophist Rudolf Steiner broke away, eventually forming the
Anthroposophical Society, which did pioneering work in the
spiritual education of children, still practiced today as the
Waldorf Schools Movement.


 Chapter Two - A SHORT
HISTORY OF ALTERNATIVE RELIGION


One
modern cult is the Kabballah, best known for the profusion of stars
that have been associated with the movement, the most famous being
Madonna. Signified by the wearing of a red string bracelet to ward
off the evil eye, in its present form the religion was devised by
Rabbi Philip Berg, formerly Feivel Gruberger, who formed the
Kabbalah centre in the United States in 1965.

The
tradition is, infact, thought to be some four thousand years old
and constitutes the centre of Jewish mysticism. Involving deep
spiritual philosophy, it later formed the basis of much of the
western occult tradition. But Berg modernized and simplified it to
attract millions of adherents. Often ridiculed as McMysticism,
emphasis is placed on being a better person and sharing.
Unfortunately, sharing, as in most embryo alternative religions,
usually means paying a fortune for literature, paraphernalia and
'sessions' with a counsellor. With a loose organization, members
live a pretty normal life, punctuated with regular trips to
'centres' to be enlightened in mind and purse.

Such
cults almost certainly go back to the Tribal shaman, or witch
doctor, and the hysterical rituals he would oversee to cleanse the
tribe psychologically. But the first known cults in the west were
those of the ancient Greek god, Dionysus, god of wine. Later
becoming the Roman Bacchus, Dionysus was the illegitimate son of
Zeus, and his wife, Hera, was so jealous that she tried to destroy
him, introducing him to wine while a youth.

An early
morality tale regarding youthful excess, the moral seems to have
backfired. The goddess, Cybele, sent him to India and introduced
him to sex through the satyrs. Returning to Greece, the young god
showed the people how to enjoy drunken orgies. Symbolized by a
giant, erect phallus, the cult of Dionysus was born. Initiates
would wear masks to represent nature spirits and then they shed
their inhibitions. Drunken, and often violent, orgies would then
commence.


Around
the time of Christ, a further cultish movement involved the
Gnostics. Known mainly through
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