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Introduction

What’s the first thing that comes to mind when you think of Disney? Perhaps it’s the classic mouse that has become an icon. Maybe it’s the towering 189-foot-tall castle in the Florida theme park. Or it could be the two sisters that have recently taken over the world with the record-setting release of Frozen. No matter what comes to mind, there is no doubt that one of the quintessential family vacations is a trip to one of the Disney parks. Some families go once in their life, others could practically take up residence in Magic Kingdom. Whatever your level of Disney experience, I’m here to help you get the most for your money.

As a Walt Disney World cast member, I spent quite a lot of time exploring the Orlando parks and resorts, learning a lot of tips, tricks, and strategies along the way. I can tell you which restaurant has the best milkshakes (50s Prime Time Café in Hollywood Studios), what time to head over to Test Track and walk right on (just as IllumiNations begins), and where to sit to get an amazing view of Happily Ever After without anyone else blocking your view (directly in front of the castle behind a flower bed). As you plan, research, and prepare, I’ll shed a little light on the lesser-known tips and tricks to help you make the most of you Walt Disney World vacation.

In this book, I will be taking you through all six lands of the Magic Kingdom with information on all of the rides, restaurants, and intriguing features of each. I have also included tips on what to wear to Disney, what to pack, a section about the Disney Dining Plan, and special events offered at the Magic Kingdom. At the end of the day, hopefully you’ll be glad you’ve picked up this book, as my aim is to share as much knowledge as I can about the original Florida theme park that debuted in 1971: the Magic Kingdom.


chapter one

Disney-speak

Sometimes Disney employees seem like they’re speaking a totally different language. In this book, I’ll reference quite a few terms that you may not have heard before, especially if you’re not involved in Disney culture. If you are familiar with Disney vocabulary, great! You won’t need this section. But, if you do happen to get confused, pop right on over here and I’ll lay everything out for you.

Rope Drop: The official opening of the theme park.

Attraction: Theme park ride.

Cast Member: A Disney employee.

Dark Ride: Any attraction that has little to no light inside, like Space Mountain and Peter Pan’s Flight.

EMH: Extra Magic Hours. One hour before or after normal park operations reserved for resort guests only.

FastPass+: A free service Disney provides that allows you to skip the majority of lines on certain attractions.

MagicBand: A bracelet that functions as a ticket, room key, PhotoPass card, and charge card during your stay.

PAC: Parade Audience Control. These cast members keep guests safe and out of the way of parades and shows.

QSR: Quick Service Restaurant, Disney’s version of fast food.

TSR: Table Service Restaurant, Disney’s version of fine(r) dining.


chapter two

Main Street, U.S.A.

Made in the U.S.A.

The very first thing you come across upon entering the Magic Kingdom is the Main Street, U.S.A. Train Station. I loved taking the train around the Magic Kingdom because you get such a unique perspective on the parks. True, it may not be the fastest mode of transportation around the parks, but if you have time to kill or would rather ride to the front of the park than walk, the train is the best way to go. There is also a narrator who shares interesting tidbits and quips along the way to keep you entertained.

As you walk through the breezeways underneath the train tracks, the world of the Magic Kingdom opens up around you. You have just found yourself in Main Street, U.S.A., which was inspired by Walt Disney’s childhood home in Marceline, Missouri. If you head off to the left, you’ll find City Hall and Guest Relations.

In City Hall, they have a display full of celebration buttons. You can choose from four different kinds, “first visit,” “happy birthday,” “happily ever after,” and a standard “celebration” button. These buttons are free for guests and make great souvenirs for back home. They used to have more buttons, such as anniversary and engagement, but those are no longer being produced. I have, however, seen some people wearing the engagement buttons and have procured two anniversary buttons myself, so if you hunt around you may be able to find them. My advice is to look at the resorts and other locations that people may not realize have buttons. I saw a couple wearing “just engaged” buttons and asked where they had gotten them. Turns out they’d asked at the mini golf area over by the Swan and Dolphin hotels. You can also get these buttons at any merchandise shop as well as some quick-service restaurants, though not all of them offer the buttons.

As for Guest Relations, that is your go-to spot for lost and found, questions, concerns, and even to write Four Keys Cards if you’d like. Four Keys Cards recognize a cast member for doing something magical, and we really appreciate them. I was always terrible at remembering the cast member’s name if I saw something awesome, but I tried to write cards as often as I could.

Just next door is the Magic Kingdom firehouse. Here you’ll find the Sorcerers of the Magic Kingdom card game. It is free to play; all you have to do is walk inside and scan your ticket or MagicBand. The cast member will teach you how to play if you so desire, and then you will receive a pack of five cards and a map. You must set off into the Magic Kingdom in search of touchpoints where you fight and defeat the classic villains who have taken over the park in league with Hades. You can get a new set of cards every day, with the only stipulation that you complete at least one touchpoint. I could have finished the game very early on in my tenure, but instead dragged it out so I could collect more cards. Collecting the Sorcerers cards is another fun thing to do at Disney, and they even sell a themed binder for you to store them all in. I ended up getting a lot of doubles, but there is usually a person standing outside the fire station with a Sorcerers binder who will let you trade two cards per person. That way you can get rid of the extras. You just have to make sure that you don’t trade the cast member a card they already have.

One great tip for beating the heat in summer (and practically every other time of the year) is instead of walking down the middle of Main Street, walk through the Emporium gift shop on the left side as you enter the park. The shops all look different from the outside, but they are in fact one long, inter-connected shop that ends at Casey’s Corner. Casey’s also has a cute little activity you may want to watch in the morning. If you are around Main Street during the time when Casey’s opens, you should try and catch their opening ceremony. They choose one child to throw the “opening pitch,” which is captured by a PhotoPass photographer, and they hand out free Cracker Jacks as well. I stumbled across this by accident one morning, but
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