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THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED TO THE RUBE AND ALL THE RUBES OUT THERE. AND TO JOSE THE CAT. OH, ALSO FINN.
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FOREWORD

BY PATTON OSWALT

The United States is fueled by a level of insanity, malfeasance, and corruption that would topple lesser nations—and has.

That’s why we’re Number One.

And that’s why The Dollop, an “American history podcast” piloted with cackling brio by Dave Anthony and Gareth Reynolds, is the most rah-rah, pro-American entertainment entity since Up With People in the 1970s. Glenn Close was one of their featured soloists; did you know that?

The Dollop is a string of fascinating, hilarious, “Did you know that?” moments. Did you know that your breakfast cereal is linked to an anti-masturbation health crusade? Did you know that women wearing pants nearly caused mass riots? And that we’ve also had riots over—among other things—egg nog, straw hats, smallpox, hippies versus construction workers, and killer bees?

Years before Leonardo DiCaprio won an Oscar for The Revenant, Dave and Gareth were telling the gruesome story of Hugh Glass. Before the Tickled documentary existed (in which The Dollop is featured), the boys of The Dollop were there, covering the underground world of competitive endurance tickling.

The Dollop whipsaws back and forth through United States history like the drunken braggart America is. From the early days of baseball to Puritans and then to Action Park in sleazy 1970s New Jersey, The Dollop looks at the stuff that’s under the stuff that’s under the rocks most historians choose to avoid.

And now they’ve chosen the best stories—technically, did they choose the best or the worst stories?—for you to read. Whichever way they decided to go in putting this book together, it’s sure to be an eye-opener—in that you’re going to have your eyes opened onto a lot things you might not want to see.

So fix yourself a bowl of cereal, pour a ten-cent beer, and say a prayer for the Rube. You’re about to read The United States of Absurdity.

God help you.





INTRODUCTION

Warning: This book will change the way you look at America. By opening this book, you agree with and understand this fact and are okay with it.

With that said, welcome! Hi. Thank you for buying this book. (Or are you reading this at the book store, like a creep? Being all Hmmmmm what is this…I’ll just have a free read. Freeloader.) This book’s about history, but not the type you are used to encountering. Sure, you may have heard of one or two of these stories, but by the end of this book, you will have a different perspective on America. Probably a conflicted one.

Now for our history. For us, the discovery of America’s hilariously absurd past started with our podcast: The Dollop. For those of you who don’t know what a podcast is, it’s like a radio show that you can…oh, just Google it. We, Dave Anthony and Gareth Reynolds, met in Los Angeles on a mutual friend’s podcast (you should have Googled what podcasts are by now) and didn’t talk for a year after that. When Dave had the idea of doing an American history podcast, he knew exactly who to call: Chris Rock. Dave didn’t know Chris personally, but he was a big fan. Chris had done so many things Dave admired. Unfortunately, Chris’s busy schedule wouldn’t permit his joining such an undertaking. Dave then talked to Sarah Silverman, but she was on location with a film. Next was Louis C.K., but that was a reach. Dave Chappelle, Dwayne “the Rock” Johnson, the guy who sells Flex Seal on TV, Ira Glass, Amy Schumer…they were all really busy. Dave then turned to Gareth, who was ready and available. And The Dollop was born! We began meeting to discuss tales from United States history that were apeshit.

We quickly discovered that not only were these tales interesting to us, but others were drawn to the information as well. We started to build a following whose members all wanted to know the same thing: How have I never heard of this shit before?!? In a way, American history is like report cards. The good ones go on the fridge to be boasted over; the bad get tossed in the trash and we pretend like they never happened. Regardless, these tales will not only show you how insane American history is, but also reveal how much this country loves alcohol. God, we love alcohol. So much. Like at a crazy level. The anecdotes ahead contain the stuff they should have taught you in history class. If class consisted of a teacher telling you how we discovered the lobotomy or learned how stomach acids work, or about the time a lady lived with a dolphin, just how Elvis became a federal agent, or even why meat rained down from the skies in Kentucky one day, school would have been way less terrible. America has been fucked up since Christopher Columbus set foot on this occupied land and claimed he discovered it. Yes, we really have a fascinating past, but for some reason we don’t discuss it. So let’s!

With this book, we’ve got two aims: (1) winning a Pulitzer Prize and (2) sharing this absurdity with you. While one of these goals may be lofty, we think the Pulitzer is a slam dunk. No way we don’t win that. Anyway, enjoy the book and discovering that you do actually enjoy history. Or just put it down already if you’re still reading it at the bookstore. Seriously. This isn’t a library, pal.
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GREAT AMERICAN CHARACTERS

American history is full of trailblazers. People who thought outside the box, who changed a generation. Leaders who spun convention on its head and changed the world for the better. This chapter isn’t about those people. It’s about the lunatics who did what they wanted, and what they wanted was b-a-n-a-n-a-s. Some of them sought the spotlight, some had destiny find them, and some knocked on history’s door with a handful of radiation while wearing a Scout uniform. Here are some legends to store in your mind’s files.
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MICHAEL MALLOY

(JULY 1932–FEBRUARY 1933)



Prohibition was this hilarious time in America when the government tried to get the people to stop drinking. Adorable, right? Obviously it didn’t work because we are animals. Americans still got as hammered as nails during this stretch. None more hammered than Michael Malloy, aka “Iron Mike.” Malloy worked as a coffin polisher and would be paid in liquid currency: booze. His favorite drinking hole (besides his own mouth) was Tony Marino’s speakeasy. For a while, Tony trusted Malloy and let him run up a tab; however, Malloy quickly abused that privilege and had to start paying for what he drank. Tony had a lot of regulars who wouldn’t pay, and as a result, his business stank. What to do? Well, in July 1932, Tony and two of his pals started talking, as friends do, about how they could make a lot of money if they took out life insurance policies on Malloy and then, well, killed him. It’s like the saying goes: sometimes life hands you lemons, and you need to murder a drinking pal for insurance money. Tony and the others decided that the shrewdest approach was to have Malloy, a publicly known drunk, appear to die from alcohol poisoning. Couldn’t be that hard, right?

Each of the men took out a life insurance policy on Malloy. Tony then told Malloy that he had an open tab at his bar. This was amazing news to Malloy! He loved the sauce! Every time Malloy downed a shot, Tony filled it up again. He filled Malloy’s glass until his arm was sore from pouring. This went on for three days. On the fourth day, Malloy walked in and proclaimed, “Ain’t I got a thirst!” It was becoming clear that they couldn’t kill Malloy with booze alone; he was a drinking machine.

They changed tactics, swapping out Malloy’s whiskey for wood alcohol (also known as “poison”). Tony started Malloy off with shots of whiskey to get him tipsy, and then switched his drink to the poison. But Malloy just downed shot after shot of pure wood alcohol and kept asking for more. Then he left, happy as a poisoned clam. This process continued night after night. Finally one evening, after ingesting an ungodly amount of wood spirits, Malloy dropped to the floor and his breathing slowed. He was finally dying. Then…he began to snore. Turns out he was just catching some z’s.

Sick of waiting, the group stepped up their plan by feeding Malloy oysters soaked in denatured alcohol and giving him more wood alcohol—some poison to wash down the poison. The gang watched with anticipation as Malloy finished his meal and…and…let out a satisfied burp. Not only was he not dying, he was having a good time. Next, they fed him rotting sardines caked in shrapnel placed between two slices of bread. Death sandwich? Nope. A kick-ass meal to Malloy! He simply finished it and asked for another. The group decided to kick it up a notch. The following night, when Malloy passed out, they drove him to a park, placed him on an already freezing bench, and covered him in water. They watched, as he lay motionless. No human could survive that. No one. Other than Iron Mike, who strutted into the speakeasy the following night complaining of nothing more than a “wee chill” from his frozen death nap in the park.

It was time for drastic action. The gang got Malloy plowed, then held him up in the street by his arms—like he was a trashed Jesus—and drove a speeding car into him. Just to be safe, they backed over him and left him for dead in the street. That was that. It was over. Finally. Until five days later, when the door to the speakeasy swung open and in walked Malloy, saying, “I sure am dying for a drink.”

Instead of putting this unstoppable creature in a circus, the gang rented a room in a boarding house with gas lamps in it. Once Malloy was passed out there, they ran a hose to pump natural gas into his mouth. Iron Mike Malloy finally died. They had killed him and would get their money. Or would they?

While the cause of death was said to be pneumonia, the insurance companies were skeptical. Malloy’s body was exhumed, and a coroner declared that he had died from natural gas poisoning. So, not only did the group lose out on the insurance money, but they were put on trial, found guilty, and each received the electric chair. Or as Malloy would have called it, “a comfy seat!”


FUN FACT

After a decades-long fight, on January 16, 1919, the United States Congress ratified the Eighteenth Amendment. It banned the manufacture, transportation, and sale of intoxicating liquors—and fun. Prohibition, as it became known, was in effect until December 1933, when it was repealed. One can only wonder what kind of celebratory party Malloy would have enjoyed had he survived another ten months.
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