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  Foreword



Welcome to the World of GKP’s Mystery Series
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Dear Reader,




Welcome to Grant Kelly Publications’ Mystery Series, where cryptic clues, unsolved cases, and strange history await! We’re thrilled to have you join us as we explore some of the most perplexing enigmas from around the globe. There’s something endlessly compelling about real-life mysteries… those strange stories that refuse to give up all their secrets.




At GKP, we’re passionate about crafting stories that ignite your curiosity and immerse you in the unknown. Each book in this series blends careful historical research with narrative drive to bring these mysteries to life on the page.




Thank you for embarking on this journey with us. If you enjoy this volume, we’d greatly appreciate it if you could leave a review. Your feedback helps us grow, inspires others to discover these stories, and ensures we can continue exploring the world’s most intriguing real-world mysteries together.




Happy reading,




The GKP Team







  Preface



Welcome to the Second Volume of GKP Mystery Series 2

Illustrated Editions
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This special edition brings together four fascinating stories from the GKP Mystery Series, now enhanced with atmospheric illustrations that enrich the reading experience. Each story remains true to its original form but is now paired with striking visuals designed to pull you deeper into the mystery. Whether you’ve read these tales before or are discovering them for the first time, this illustrated collection offers a fresh and immersive way to experience these real-world enigmas.




At GKP, we aim to captivate mystery lovers of every kind. Some readers enjoy quick, powerful reads; others treasure collectible editions that draw them deeper into the intrigue. This illustrated collection offers both, pairing concise, punchy storytelling with artwork that magnifies the fascination of each case.




In this volume, you’ll explore four legendary mysteries: The Rongorongo Code, an undeciphered script from Easter Island that defies explanation; Mystery of the Beale Ciphers, cryptic codes that may hide a fortune; Murder in Room 1046, a bizarre and chilling true crime from the 1930s; and The Georgia Guidestones, a modern monument steeped in secrecy and speculation.




Each story blends fact, theory, and curiosity to create an experience that will keep you hooked from start to finish. The accompanying illustrations invite you deeper, capturing the intrigue and atmosphere of each mystery.
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This Illustrated Edition marks an exciting expansion for the Mystery Series as we explore new ways to share these stories. With more illustrated volumes, audiobooks, and other special editions on the horizon, we’re committed to delivering captivating mysteries you’ll want to collect and revisit.




Thank you for joining us on this adventure. Whether you’re a long-time GKP reader or new to our mysteries, we hope this volume leaves you eager for more.






I

The Rongorongo Code

Series 2 - Book 5
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  The Enigma of Easter Island

  
  




In the middle of the vast Pacific Ocean lies one of the most isolated places on Earth Easter Island, or Rapa Nui as the native Polynesians call it. Best known for its iconic moai statues, these massive stone heads that dot the island’s landscape have captivated imaginations for centuries. But there’s another, lesser-known mystery that lies at the heart of Easter Island, one that continues to baffle linguists, archaeologists, and historians to this day the mystery of Rongorongo, an undeciphered system of glyphs that may hold the key to understanding the island’s ancient culture.




Rongorongo is the name given to a series of wooden tablets inscribed with a unique form of writing, unlike anything found elsewhere in Polynesia or, indeed, the world. Discovered in the 19th century, these glyphs remain one of the greatest unsolved mysteries in the field of archaeology. What do they say? Were they used for recording history, for religious purposes, or as part of a ritualistic practice? And most importantly, why have we been unable to crack the code after more than a century of study?




As with many great mysteries, the more we learn about Rongorongo, the deeper the enigma becomes. The symbols themselves carved into tablets, staffs, and other wooden artifacts are intricate and stylized, with human, animal, and geometric shapes repeated in complex patterns. 







Some experts believe that Rongorongo represents a form of proto-writing, while others argue that it could be a fully developed script, lost along with much of the island’s ancient knowledge.

[image: Image]

But the mystery isn’t just about the glyphs themselves. It’s about the people who created them, the civilization that once thrived on Easter Island, and the tragic collapse that followed. Join us as we explore the origins, history, and ongoing puzzle of Rongorongo, and dive into one of the most thrilling and enduring mysteries of the ancient world.








  
  2

  
  
  Discovery of the Tablets

  
  




The mystery of Rongorongo begins with its rediscovery by the outside world in the 19th century. On November 9, 1864, Eugène Eyraud, a French missionary, arrived on Easter Island with the goal of spreading Christianity among the native Rapa Nui people. As he explored the island, he made a peculiar observation he noticed several wooden tablets covered in strange symbols, kept in the homes of the islanders. At the time, Eyraud didn’t realize the significance of his discovery. The people of Rapa Nui had already been devastated by centuries of conflict, deforestation, and the tragic impacts of the slave trade, and their ancient traditions had largely been forgotten or destroyed.




In an 1866 letter, Eyraud wrote casually about the tablets, mentioning that they were “engraved with some hieroglyphs” but adding that the Rapa Nui seemed to have no memory of what they meant. Little did he know, he had stumbled upon one of the most enigmatic artifacts in the world. Over time, these wooden tablets would come to be known as Rongorongo, an enigmatic script that no one has been able to fully decipher.




As word of the discovery spread, European explorers, scholars, and collectors became fascinated with the tablets. By the 1870s, several Rongorongo tablets had made their way to museums and private collections around the world. 










Today, only about two dozen surviving tablets and other wooden objects inscribed with Rongorongo remain, scattered across museums in Santiago, London, Paris, St. Petersburg, and elsewhere.
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The question that haunts every researcher who examines these artifacts is simple: What do these symbols mean? Early attempts to decipher Rongorongo were met with failure. The symbols ranging from abstract designs to stylized images of birds, fish, humans, and plants offered no clear clues to their meaning or function. 










Moreover, there was no key, no Rosetta Stone to provide a way to decode the glyphs. The Rapa Nui people themselves, who had once used the script, had lost the knowledge of how to read it.




But while the original meaning of Rongorongo remains elusive, the story of its discovery and its significance to the history of Easter Island is nothing short of fascinating. From the island’s early isolation to the tragic collapse of its society, the tablets offer a tantalizing glimpse into a lost world if only we could unlock their secrets.
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