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Introduction: To All the Lovesick Girls

BLACKPINK aren’t just in your area; they’re everywhere. On your Instagram. Your TV screens. Sitting front row at fashion shows. Selling out stadiums.

For the last 10 years, they’ve been making history.

Jisoo, Jennie, Rosé and Lisa – aka the four famous faces who make up the ‘biggest girl group in the world’ – are forces to be reckoned with.

Since their debut in 2016 they’ve achieved dizzying success, reaching heights that no one – not even themselves – could ever have predicted. A decade on, Jisoo, Jennie, Rosé and Lisa are showing no signs of slowing down. If anything, they’re only gaining more momentum.

But once you’ve ticked off world domination, what comes next?

Over the years, the foursome has broken more records than you can count on two hands.

Vogue has called BLACKPINK the ‘biggest K-pop girl band on the planet’, while Billboard dubbed them ‘K-pop queens’. Rolling Stone hailed them as one of the ‘world’s most influential and bestselling artists’. The Guardian said the girls have a ‘world-beating attitude’.

To all of the above, we wholeheartedly agree.

Oh, and if you were looking for more evidence to call them kind of a big deal, director Maggie Kang said the band were the inspiration behind HUNTR/X, her fictional K-pop girl group of KPop Demon Hunters fame. You know, only Netflix’s biggest movie of all time.

For people who love strong visuals and elaborate music videos, the girls have content in abundance. Their projects are characterised by high production values, dramatic sets and eye-catching aesthetics. They blend hip-hop and pop genres, and feature synchronised group choreography alongside individual spotlights. In this respect, they’re a multimedia artist’s dream.

In terms of their place in K-pop, BLACKPINK are arguably the most recognised artists in the genre. They’re also ambassadors of the genre’s ‘girl crush’ concept, a style that promotes empowerment and confidence, and combines badass attitude with vulnerability.

While K-pop was globally known before, BLACKPINK has succeeded in making the genre globally loved. Their ‘cracking’ of the Western world has seen them collaborate with some of pop culture’s biggest icons, from Lady Gaga to Dua Lipa to Selena Gomez. These endeavours further cemented their entry and acceptance into the pop sphere, and their influence is just as strong now as it has been since their debut.

Selena Gomez said of working with the girls in 2020: ‘I had the opportunity to collaborate with BLACKPINK, and [it was] literally a dream. It’s a whole other world, and it’s so special. They are just the coolest. They’re so sweet.’ She also said she could ‘learn a lot more from them’ when asked what career advice she would give the girls.

Despite this chameleon-like quality – a non-negotiable for maintaining longevity in the music industry, especially for female artists – BLACKPINK have always known who they are and continue to embrace their roots. It’s why their community, the BLINK fandom, are so strong.


Only the second ever girl group to win Group of the Year at MTV VMAs, in 2023.



Their biggest USP in this respect, and what sets them apart from other artists, is that there are subcultures within the BLINK fandom, born from the individuality of each member. Way back in 2016, when BLACKPINK formed, it was obvious that each girl had been selected because they each had something special to bring to the table.

Much like Girls Aloud, 2NE1 and other successful concept bands, each member has their own strength and personality, making them relatable to many different people: Jisoo is the lead vocalist, Jennie is the main rapper and lead vocalist, Rosé is a lead vocalist and lead dancer, and Lisa is a main dancer, lead rapper and sub vocalist. This formula of promoting distinct ‘characters’ who are confident in their aesthetics, abilities and adorations, encourages individuality and invites fans to embrace what makes the girls special. Furthermore, while each of the band’s members ooze successful solo material, their choice to come together without a leader only adds to their girlhood dynamic.

This collaborative nature is key to their teamwork. Jisoo, Jennie, Rosé and Lisa have all spoken fondly of band life and experiencing the wild ride together. They all feel a strong sense of camaraderie, can lean on each other in times of need, and have watched one another grow, both as people and as professionals.

In 2022, Rosé called BLACKPINK her ‘family forever’ in an interview with Rolling Stone. As for Lisa, she told British Vogue in 2020 that her BLACKPINK members are her ‘driving forces’. She also thanked them, as well as their fans, for being there for her through the ‘happiest and saddest moments’ of her life.

So, as we celebrate 10 years of BLACKPINK, let’s raise a glass to Jisoo, Jennie, Rosé and Lisa, for really putting K-pop on the map. In the music and entertainment industry, a decade is a LONG time. Plus, after all these years, BLACKPINK still reminds us that friendship and family are often one and the same. We couldn’t love these girls any more if we tried.



[image: ‘From the moment we debuted as BLACKPINK, I knew that we would succeed as long as the four of us were together.’ JISOO]



A Love Letter to BLACKPINK

In the 1990s, the world had the Spice Girls – the symbol of girl power. Now, in the 21st century, they’ve passed the torch, stating the ‘representative image of today’s girl group is none other than BLACKPINK’. For this generation, BLACKPINK have become the ultimate embodiment of female empowerment, and according to The Recording Academy, ‘the success of K-pop girl groups shot to a new level when BLACKPINK entered the scene in 2016’. There’s no denying that the band have a special energy about them. They blend charisma, confidence, ferocity and passion, both on and off stage. It’s clear they love and believe in what they do.

It would be remiss to ignore the immense influence that BLACKPINK has had on K-pop thus far. In 2019, they were inducted onto the Time 100 list of rising stars, being credited with ‘heralding a new era of Korean acts stepping past language barriers to play global stages.’ Sisa Journal, a South Korean magazine, explained how until BLACKPINK K-pop had never completely broken into the Western world before. While successful girl groups like Twice, Wonder Girls and Girls’ Generation are beloved within the genre, they’re nowhere near as popular or as universal as BLACKPINK.

The New York Times acknowledged BLACKPINK as one of South Korea’s major cultural exports, alongside universally known brands like LG, Samsung and Hyundai.

Cosmopolitan has referred to BLACKPINK as ‘more than artists’ but also as ‘role models’ who inspire others with their ‘strength, talent and grace’.

When analysing the girls’ stratospheric rise to stardom, you can see how they have influenced K-pop through their love of the wider pop genre. Just like any Western pop star, be it Olivia Rodrigo, Chappell Roan or Sabrina Carpenter, BLACKPINK can hold their own in the world of pop and have become standouts – and inspirational figures – in the business. Their global appeal stems from their blend of K-pop sounds with Western elements, from pop to EDM to hip-hop. Their understanding, love and appreciation for a range of sonic styles have paved the way for other groups in this space to achieve success outside of the genre’s bubble.


‘As corny as it sounds, I don’t think BLACKPINK will ever end in my heart. It’s a part of my family. You can’t deny your family.’

JENNIE



BLACKPINK have also influenced K-pop through their strategic use of fashion and how they’ve consistently pushed a strong brand identity right from the start. It’s part of what’s led them to cultural icon status. They’re like powerful Bratz dolls, each member designed with a specific aesthetic in mind, in terms of style, opinions and interests.

Alas, this wouldn’t be a love letter without documenting the impact BLACKPINK has had on their fans. I only have to think back to the summer of 2025 to find evidence of the sisterhood that the girls have created, which is still so strong, 10 years on.

I boarded the Tube in London one night and was met with a cluster of BLACKPINK fans, all of whom were heading to Wembley for the band’s Deadline World Tour. Armed with Labubus chained to their ruffled mini-skirts, and sporting hairstyles ranging from pixie cuts to blunt bangs to space buns, it was clear where everyone was going.

Dear BLACKPINK,

Thinking of you always brings tears to my eyes …

Because you’re not just my favourite idols –

You’ve become a priceless part of my life.

The first time I heard your songs, it felt like I was learning to live again.

Your smiles, your sparkling eyes, the hidden pain you carry …

Everything touches my heart in ways words can’t explain.

JISOO

Your calm face brings peace to my soul.

You prove that gentleness can also be strength.

JENNIE

Everyone calls you ‘cold’, but I know the struggles behind your smile …

You stay strong, and I deeply admire that.

ROSÉ

Hearing your voice melts the pain inside me.

Your songs speak what my heart feels.

LISA

Your smile is the light in my darkest days.

You inspire me to believe that with hard work, anything is possible.

BLACKPINK, to me, you are one thing – love, strength and hope.

Love from your fan







[image: CHAPTER 1. WE’RE ALL BORN PINK]

Way back in the early 2010s, although they didn’t know it yet, four regular girls with buckets of talent had started their journey to becoming global stars.

In the year 2010, YG Entertainment – a South Korean, multinational entertainment agency – had begun the early stages of creating a new girl group. This was due to the success of their first major offering, 2NE1, in 2009. With the aim of launching the ‘next big thing’ in K-pop, worldwide tryouts were held for preteens and teenagers.

In November 2011, YG revealed that its new group would debut in the first half of 2012 and would feature seven to nine members. Of course, history knows that things did not quite go to plan, and we’re grateful that they didn’t!

Before we get into it further, let’s get some facts straight about YG. It’s not just an entertainment firm; it’s way bigger than that. Since its launch in 1996, the company has dealt with everything in-house, from operating a record label, working as a talent agency, running a music publishing house and managing a music production, concert production and event management company. Put it this way, the team has always had its fingers in all the pies.

Being successful in the initial tryouts meant joining YG Entertainment as a ‘trainee’, but during those early days, that didn’t guarantee success. Nor did it guarantee ‘debuting’, the title used by YG and in the broader K-pop industry, whereby a trainee officially makes their first public appearance as a K-pop idol. It’s the transition from an anonymous student to a professional, polished artist. Sounds like a pretty streamlined route, right? Wrong. Estimates suggest that only 5 to 10 per cent of all trainees actually debut. This stark statistic shows the true achievement of the members of BLACKPINK.

Jisoo, Jennie, Rosé and Lisa all found their groove in the programme, which was akin to a full-time pop star academy. In more recent times, think Pop Star Academy: KATSEYE. The 2024 Netflix reality show saw 20 aspiring pop stars enrol in a K-pop-esque training programme, in a bid to win a place in HYBE’s and Geffen Records’ first global girl group.

The YG training programme was rigorous, with Rosé once comparing it to The X Factor, and Jennie dubbing it stricter than school. For years, the girls honed their talents, going through intense singing, dancing and training courses, often practising for up to 12 hours a day. Every month, a trainee’s place on the course would literally hang in the balance – should their monthly evaluation not be up to standard, they could be cut from the ranks and released from YG altogether.

This life was not for the faint-hearted, and at times each member almost buckled under the pressure. Jennie has noted how they ‘endured’ the strict environment, and that she had a temporary tattoo on her wrist that said ‘stay strong’, to remind her that she would debut some day.

Lisa revealed to Rolling Stone that during these years she often called her mother, wanting to quit, who would always tell her to ‘hang on just another year’. The demanding schedule, coupled with the previous fact that no one’s future was secure, constantly put her on edge.

Rosé felt the same stresses. She described her four years in the programme as ‘fighting for [her] life’. However, the fear of being kicked out, or not ‘debuting’, which could make years of training feel redundant, pushed her to continue.

So, how did each girl end up being a trainee, then?


‘It felt like something far removed from me. I never thought I’d actually be doing it for real.’

JISOO



Let’s start with Jennie, who auditioned for YG Entertainment in 2010. Originally from South Korea, she moved to New Zealand in 2005. It was her audition – and subsequent acceptance into the programme – that brought her back to South Korea at age 14. Jennie auditioned with Rihanna’s ‘Take a Bow’ and became a trainee for six years before debuting with BLACKPINK in 2016. When Jennie watched her audition back, she remembered thinking that she really needed to catch up. ‘These people are so into it, they know what they’re doing. Let’s catch up. That’s all I had in my mind,’ she said.

Jisoo was a little older than Jennie, successfully joining YG in 2011 age 16. Although initially applying as an actress, she was asked to sing. Her rendition of ‘I Have a Lover’, a ballad by South Korean singer Lee Eun-mi
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Fashion Typa Girls
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[image: Jisoo Casual chic, opting for trousers, snapbacks and anything with stripes]


[image: Jennie Get your main-character energy on, with sunglasses, cool tones and statement tees.]


[image: Rosé Combine romance with edginess, with layered looks and cute tops.]


[image: Lisa Harnesses and unique trousers will achieve that edgy, sporty street style.]
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Cue BLACKPINK
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