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40 Days of Prayer – Week 1

Acts 1:1-13

I. Intro

A. Have you ever noticed how often the period of "40 Days" shows up in the Bible?

1. It rained for 40 days and 40 nights during the flood where only Noah and his family survived.

2. Moses was on the mountain 40 days twice with God.

3. The Israelite spies spent 40 days going through the Promised Land. And the Israelites spent 40 years in the wilderness, one year for each day.

4. Goliath challenged the Israelites 40 days before David took him out.

5. Elijah spent 40 days in the desert after calling down the fire of God.

6. The Holy Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness for 40 days after His baptism.

7. After His resurrection, Jesus was on earth 40 days before He ascended into heaven.

B. Throughout the Bible, we see things of significance happen in 40 day periods.

1. God seems to use 40 day periods to prepare His people for what's next.

2. Many times the 40 Day experience comes out of tough situations.

3. And many times the 40 Day experience is tough in itself.

4. But God always used these 40 Day periods to prepare His people for what's next.

5. The 40 Days was not an end to itself.

6. The 40 Days was always a time to prepare for even greater things to follow.

 

II. There's a 40 Day experience that stands out to me in Acts.

A. It's mentioned in the first few verses of that book.

1. READ ACTS 1:1-13.

2. Before what we've read took place, there were a few big events.

3. Jesus had been crucified on the cross.

4. And then, three days later Jesus was resurrected.

5. He emerged out of the grave alive!

B. And then these verses we've read tell us about the last 40 Days Jesus spent on earth.

1. He appeared to them and proved to them He was alive.

2. Jesus spent His last 40 days giving His apostles further instructions.

3. He told them they would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

4. He told them they would be His witnesses.

5. He let them know that Him leaving was not the end of the adventure but only the beginning!

C. Then Jesus left!

1. He ascended into heaven.

2. The Apostles were left there to continue Jesus' ministry themselves.

3. The apostles did what Jesus told them to do, go to Jerusalem and wait.

D. So that's the story of this 40 Day period in the Bible.

1. And here's what I want us to concentrate on this morning.

 

III. Let's concentrate on the Apostles during that 40 day period.

A. What did the Apostles do for those 40 days?

1. They spent lots of time with Jesus.

2. They received His guidance for what was to come.

3. They understood the coming time would require them to be witnesses.

4. They obeyed and waited for what Jesus has promised.

B. The Apostles had an advantage over us.

1. They had Jesus with them physically.

2. They were able to talk with Him and ask Him questions.

3. They were able to hear Him answer and talk back.

C. But did the Apostles really have an advantage over us?

1. Jesus is still with us, right?

2. We're still able to talk with Jesus and ask Him questions, right?

3. Aren't we able to hear Him answer and talk back to us?

D. I would say we can still do all the things with Jesus.

1. And I would say that we're able to do all these things through a sometimes forgotten way.

2. PRAYER!

E. For many of us, prayer is a quick run down of our wants and needs.

1. It's a one way conversation.

2. We tell God what we want and then it's up to Him to come through.

3. Just in case He didn't hear us, or He can't come through, we then go out and try to make it all happen ourselves.

4. That's hard to call prayer.

5. That's really just dominating a conversation.

 

IV. What does real prayer do?

A. What can we expect when we make prayer two ways?

1. Prayer provides us with a personal conversation with God.

2. Prayer provides us a way to hear back from God.

 

V. So I've got a proposal for you this morning.

A. I want to propose to you today that we begin a 40 day experiment.

1. For the next 40 days, we're I propose that we put prayer to the test.

 

VI. We're at a unique time in the life of our church.

A. After three years we are established.

1. God has brought us all on this wild ride.

2. And it's been fun! Right?

3. It's amazing to think back over the last three and a half years.

B. But now we're not where we were.

1. We're in the "in-between" time.

2. Between God getting us started and what He's calling us to be next.

 

VII. The Apostles in the first chapter of Acts was in an "in-between" time.

A. Jesus had brought them together three years earlier.

1. They were nobodies.

2. But Jesus had walked with them for three years.

3. He had taught them for three years.

4. And He had challenged them for three years.

B. In the first chapter of Acts Jesus was about to leave them.

1. They were about to embark on the "what's next" time.

2. And they spent 40 extensive days with Jesus getting ready for their next steps.

 

VIII. That's what I'm proposing to you today.

A. I want us to spend the next 40 days in an extensive time of prayer.

1. I want us to get serious about where Jesus wants to take us next.

2. I want us to spend time with Jesus and see what's in store for the next phase of our church life.

3. Just as Jesus prepared the Apostles in that 40 day period for the next phase of their lives, let's pray that Jesus will prepare us in the next 40 days for the next phase of our lives.

B. So let's go back to what the Apostles did in those 40 days to take a cue for our next 40 days.

1. They spent lots of time with Jesus.

2. They received His guidance for what was to come.

3. They understood the coming time would require them to be witnesses.

4. They obeyed and waited for what Jesus has promised.

 

IX. For the next 40 days I want to invite you to spend lots of time with Jesus.

A. And I want you to do this through extensive prayer.

1. I want to ask you to spend lots of personal time with Jesus.

2. And I want to ask you to spend lots of corporate time with Jesus.

B. (HAND OUT PRAYER GUIDES HERE).

1. Here are guides for your personal time.

2. (EXPLAIN PRAYER GUIDES).

C. I also invite you to be here on Sunday nights during Prayer and Share for some corporate time with Jesus.

1. We've got some innovate ways of corporately talking and listening to Jesus over the next 40 days.

 

X. I'm so excited that God has brought our church this far.

A. But He didn't bring us to this point just to sit back and relax.

1. Just like the Apostles, there are much greater things to be done.

2. And just like the Apostles, we will find our guidance by spending lots of time with Him.

3. It's going to be a great 40 Days!





40 Days of Prayer – Week 2

Exodus 34:1-9

I. Intro

A. Today, we begin week 2 of our 40 Days series.

1. We're using this 40 day period to seek God direction for our lives and our church's life.

2. How's your prayer time been?

3. Are you using the Prayer Guide?

4. Today we're in the 7th day of the 40.

B. Today, we're going to dig a little deeper into our 40 Day experience.

1. As we talked about last week, a 40 Day time period is used many times in the Bible.

2. God used periods of 40 Days to prepare people for the future.

3. He uses 40 days with Noah.

4. He used 40 days with Elijah.

5. He used 40 days with Jesus.

6. He used 40 days with the Apostles, as we saw last week.

C. And He used a 40 day experience with Moses.

1. In fact, He used several 40 day experiences in Moses' life.

2. Today, we're going to look at one of those 40 day experiences.

D. We're really just getting started in our own 40 Day experience.

1. So it might be good to see how we can get this 40 Day experience off on the right foot.

2. How can we make sure we're not just going through the motions of this?

3. What are some things we need to do to make sure our 40 Days are experienced with God?

4. That's what we hope to learn as we look at one of Moses' 40 Days with God.

5. READ EXODUS 34:1-9.

 

II. Moses has been through quite a bit by this time.

A. His life was really wild.

1. He was born to
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