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 Chapter 1 – Crucial
Questions about Finding Your Calling






Not long ago, I was listening to the story of a
young Syrian refugee on the radio. He was being interviewed about
the fact that he was a stand-up comedian and how that was a
markedly different career path from what his family, and even he
had once envisioned. At one point in the interview, he made
statements along the lines of the following: “I would give up
anything for stand-up comedy – anything. I have finally found what
I think most people are looking for. I’ve found the thing in life
that I was meant to do.”

Like this young Syrian refugee, there are many of us
on a similar quest to find answers to the questions, “Why am I
here, and what am I meant to do in life?” This book was written to
help enable you to find those answers for yourself.

I struggled for many years with this whole idea of
calling and purpose in my own life. I know the inner drive that
many of us have to answer these questions. I also know the intense
dissatisfaction and depression that can result when those questions
are not answered correctly – or not answered at all.

I am happy to say that I now have the answers to
these questions in my own life, and – more importantly for you – I
now have the tools and knowledge to help you answer these questions
for yourself. What does that mean for you? No more pursuing some
decoy-calling only to find you’ve wasted years doing something you
aren’t really passionate about and were probably never meant to do.
No more struggling to find your calling and living every day with
the disappointment of knowing that you haven’t yet identified what
it is. With God’s help and some homework on your part, I can help
you navigate the process of finding your calling once and for
all—without you losing your mind in the process! And once you have
found that calling, I can teach you how to be a success at it.

From a Christian worldview, the answer to these two
questions would seem simple: ‘I was created to have a relationship
with God, and I am here to learn to love God and others.’ And, yes,
I believe this, at the most basic level, is why all human beings
are here on planet Earth. However, there is something in the
spiritual DNA of humankind that is not satisfied with that generic
answer alone. There is some knowing in the heart of every human
being that tells us with certainty that, in some way, each of us is
different from every other human being who has ever lived. And, as
such, we were created to live out that general purpose in our own
specific way – a way that is as uniquely different from anyone
else’s life just as every snowflake that has ever been created is
uniquely different from the next.

Most of us have an understanding in the core of our
being, telling us that we each have our own specific mission to
accomplish while we are here.

When you find that purpose—that calling—which is
specific to you as an individual, you’ll find yourself in that
enviable place of waking up each morning with a sense of hope,
fulfillment, and purpose that makes life’s challenges and struggles
meaningful and worth the effort. Living out your individual purpose
is not always easy – far from it. But, when you are living out your
calling in relationship and partnership with a loving, all-powerful
God, you’ll have an internal, quiet strength that fuels your
progress, a sense of fulfillment, and a sense that you are living
the life you were created to live.

So, what is different in the approach detailed in
this book that sets it apart from every other ‘find your purpose’
book out there? Well, for starters, I’m not going to ask you to
take a test, discover your Biblical ‘spiritual gift’, or give you
any other such supposed short-cut. What I will do is offer
you the insights and understanding that I have gained through
successfully discovering and finding fulfillment in living out my
own personal calling in life, and help equip you with the tools,
knowledge, and beliefs that will help you do the same.

No single person’s life experience is exactly the
same as anyone else’s. Therefore, the set of beliefs and
assumptions about life which we arrived at this point in time are
not identical to anyone else’s. It may seem simplistic to point
this out, but discussions about purpose and calling often ignore
this fact that plays such a vital role in the process of
discovering and living out one’s calling.

In taking this journey, it will be necessary to
embrace certain beliefs that will be easier for some people than
for others. For instance, it may be easy for one person to believe
in a loving Heavenly Father if that person had a good earthly
father. However, for another person who had an abusive earthly
father, choosing to believe in a loving Heavenly Father might be a
Herculean task requiring great faith.

Our beliefs are a result of our own individual
experiences and how we’ve processed those experiences. These
beliefs significantly affect how we make this journey of discovery
to find our calling and purpose in life. There are things we
believe that may help us along that path, and there are things we
believe that can hinder us. A large part of my own journey of
discovery involved discarding the lies I had believed in for so
many years—all the lies surrounding calling and purpose—and
discovering and embracing the truths I needed to believe in in
order to succeed. If you have struggled to find your own calling in
life, the same sort of process will be necessary for you, as
well.

This is the book I wish someone had given me as a
younger man. It would have saved me years of frustration,
depression, and disappointment, and helped me live a more
fulfilling, productive, and satisfying life much sooner. However—as
God can turn even our mistakes and detours into something good—I am
now able to use those years of wandering in the wilderness of
self-doubt and uncertainty to help you avoid the same pitfalls that
I encountered.

In the coming chapters, I’m going to be sharing my
personal story and using it as a springboard to illustrate the
truths I’ve learned. As we progress, I’ll discuss critical
discoveries that I made and how these revelations can help you in
your journey to find your calling. Finally, I’ll outline a plan to
follow, breaking down the entire process for you in detail, so that
you can better understand each part and have a blueprint to achieve
success for yourself.

This is a journey of self-discovery and healing. It
is a journey into the heart and mind of God during which you will
discover truths you didn’t know about your Creator. Along the way,
you’ll likely discover some lies you have believed about God
as well. It is a journey of hope and of faith. I’m excited about
being your guide, and feel privileged to assist you in this
process.

So, let’s begin.



 Chapter 2 – The Journey
Begins


As a young child, my parents would tell me that I
was created for something special, but outside of their general
instructions for me to live a Christian life, they never gave me a
clear idea of what that something special might be. Since I’d been
old enough to understand words, I had been schooled in the stories
of the heroes of the Bible and how God had also created them for
special tasks and assignments. In the context of this environment,
I began to formulate my own ideas about what special purpose I
might have been created to fulfill.

My earliest memories of attempting to fill in the
blank regarding anything remotely resembling a calling revolve
around the possibility of being a preacher. My father was a
preacher; I looked up to him, and I identified with the idea of
spreading the good news about God and salvation through Christ
Jesus. I remember, as a young boy, creating sermons in preparation
for the day that I, too, would be a preacher like my father.

That initial idea of one day becoming a preacher, in
one form or another, was to be a consistent theme in what I
believed I was called to do and be for decades to come. As I became
a teenager, I became interested in music and began writing songs
which I then sang in the local church. I began to think that
perhaps music ministry might be my calling.

Also in my teenage years, identifying my individual
calling began to become a more prominent and important theme in my
life. After all, the heroes of the Bible had each had a specific
calling that was given to them, and they’d gone on to accomplish
great things for God. They’d had a purpose. Certainly, they’d faced
challenges, but with God’s help, they’d overcome those challenges
and most of them had ended up as heroes or heroines by the end of
their stories. Why should I be any different? If I was truly
special, as I had been raised to believe, then I should receive a
confirmation of my calling, too. I began to wonder when I would
receive this confirmation and be launched on the journey of a
lifetime, accomplishing great things for God’s kingdom.

The various churches I attended in my youth fanned
the flames of this viewpoint of calling and purpose. I can remember
many teachings and even written tests that were given in order to
help us identify our spiritual gifts so that we could fulfill our
God-given purpose in helping advance the kingdom of God. The idea
seemed to be that once you had identified your spiritual gifts,
then you could find your groove and reach your maximum level of
productivity and fulfillment as a Christian.

I don’t recall much about the actual findings of any
of those tests that I took regarding spiritual gifts. However, I do
recall that I was eager to get the results. I also remember being
frequently disappointed when the results didn’t seem to satisfy my
desire to clarify, with any level of certainty, what my individual
calling and purpose in life were.

By this point in my journey, I wasn’t entirely
convinced about what I was supposed to do with my life. I still
felt, at the time, that it was something to do with Christian
ministry – perhaps it was being a preacher or
singer/songwriter/performer, but I was looking for confirmation to
drive away the self-doubt. While I wasn’t completely aware of the
process that was taking place, I had subconsciously begun to form
some very definite ideas about how my calling and purpose would be
revealed. I began to believe that, if I was faithful in using the
gifts that I had, one day God would metaphorically shine the light
down from Heaven, and suddenly things would take off. I would
suddenly be ‘discovered’ as one of the next great
singers/songwriters/performers or spiritual teachers. This event,
when it happened, would be the confirmation that I had been looking
for that would affirm—once and for all—what my true calling was.
After all, wasn’t this what the Bible taught?

I had internalized what I thought were truths about
calling from the stories of the Bible. Moses was a sheepherder on
the back side of the desert one day, and then he had the burning
bush experience that launched him on a mission to lead a nation
from slavery to freedom. David was, similarly, a sheepherder who
suddenly had a prophet anoint him to be the next King of Israel,
launching him in his own calling and in a very definite direction.
Paul was going about his business of persecuting the followers of
Christ, and then he was thrown to the ground by a blinding light
and had a personal encounter with Jesus Christ. That encounter
forever changed his life and launched him on his own calling, which
resulted in the spreading of the gospel to the known world. He even
ended up writing two-thirds of the New Testament. And what about
Mary? An angelic visitation confirmed that she would be the mother
of the Savior of the world—Jesus Christ. You can’t get a clearer
confirmation of calling and purpose than that!

These are some of the better-known stories, but I
could go on and on with many more. In each case, the hero or
heroine had an experience which clearly conveyed to them what their
calling was, and that experience forever altered the course of
their lives. Beginning in my early teens and continuing through my
early forties, I was living in expectation of my own divine
‘calling encounter’. While I believed God had given me gifts, which
I was currently using in ministry, I was still looking for my
calling to be confirmed by either breakout success or some other
encounter with God that would forever eliminate any doubt as to
what I was really called to do in life.

At one point in this process, I went to the pastor
of the church we were attending at the time and asked him to train
me in the ministry. Honestly, I wanted to help build God’s kingdom,
and I just didn’t feel fulfilled as a church attendee who was only
involved in a ministry or two. I still had this gnawing certainty
that I was meant for something more, but I hadn’t yet found ‘it’ –
whatever ‘it’ was.

That request ended up with me becoming a licensed
minister and the associate pastor at the church. I definitely felt
that ‘this must be it’. Eventually, years later, my wife and I left
that church to plant another church. It was a disaster on many
levels. If you can come up with a list of what not to do
when planting a church, I think you would find I accomplished the
task with flair!

It is fair to say that, after that experience, I was
at a low point in my life. Certainly, with regard to any calling or
purpose, I was at a loss. After the experience of failing to
successfully plant a church and the resultant destruction I had
helped achieve in my marriage, I was simply trying to survive.

At that point, my wife and I began attending another
church in the area, and we slowly began re-building our personal
lives from the aforementioned carnage. Eventually, after months of
spiritual triage, we started becoming involved in ministry once
again. As time progressed, we became more and more invested. We
taught classes, we helped with outreach, I preached on occasion, I
helped out with the worship team on occasion, we discipled others
in the faith, we were on the prayer team, et cetera. And in the
midst of all of this, God was blessing our efforts. Good things
happened. God used us to help others, and we were using our
gifts to help build the kingdom of God. By all external standards,
and even in my own mind and heart, I felt like I was gaining
traction again, that I was hitting a groove which I would embrace
as a calling.

This trend of successful ministry continued for
several years. Yet, something was missing. And then, I believe God
gave me a wonderful gift—He let me fail once again.

Had the things I was involved in at our church and
via related Christian ministries continued to find much success, I
might never have found my true calling. God, in His infinite
wisdom, arranged for that not to happen. Over the course of about a
year, every single endeavor I was involved in that revolved around
anything I perceived as my calling experienced some level of
failure—and some of them were spectacular.

A class that my wife and I were teaching at our
church, which had prompted tremendous
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