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	Editor’s Foreword

	 

	Few approach this volume without a subtle inner shiver, as though something — ancient and silent — stirs a dormant memory. It is not mere fascination with ancient secrets that evokes this sensation; it is the intuition that, page by page, a veil is lifted, revealing horizons where science and myth, reason and mystery intertwine in an invisible architecture. “Lemegeton,” a name whispered in discreet circles and studied in silence by tireless seekers, is presented in this edition not merely as a repository of formulas and names, but as an invitation to a crossing. It is about crossing a threshold, not merely leafing through a grimoire.

	To the reader who ventures forth, a tacit warning: this is not a manual for taming forces, but a mirror in which the very desire to understand the occult is reflected, examined, and at times, challenged. Those seeking spiritual protection, healing from invisible anguish, inner strengthening, or even relief for wounds that transcend the physical body — will find in the following pages no easy promises, but a path of transformation founded on rigor and reverence. Since its emergence, the “Lemegeton” has been an object of both respect and fear, precisely because the tradition that upholds it does not permit frivolity: those who traverse its lines are called to responsibility before themselves and whatever they may come to touch.

	It would be tempting to reduce this book to a compendium of practical instructions. However, its origins — steeped in the symbolism of King Solomon, who, according to ancient narratives, dealt with angels and demons to harmonize the visible and the invisible — reveal that there is more than technique: there is an ethos, a silent call to self-mastery, ethics, and deep discernment. The reader is thus invited not merely to study, but to internalize, to feel the weight of each symbol, to recognize in the meticulous organization of names and hierarchies not a mere enumeration, but a cartography of the unconscious, of the abysses and crowns of existence.

	The purpose of this volume is not limited to intellectual curiosity. It is, for those who are willing, a tool and a portal: protection for those who face unnamed fears, a subtle remedy for persistent restlessness, a bridge to psychic realms where ordinary answers cannot reach. In describing rituals, seals, and invocations, it does not confine itself to external practice: it invites rigorous examination of intention, the strengthening of will, and the necessary purification of one’s own being. This path does not exclude; on the contrary, it enhances the psychological and holistic support sought in contemporary times, by placing self-knowledge and ethical alignment as prerequisites for any true achievement.

	Techniques of suggestion and belonging are sometimes employed in contemporary self-help literature; here, the sense of integration arises from recognition: in reading these pages, one is not alone. Others, in centuries past, also sought, erred, succeeded, and passed on — almost like a veiled code — the clues to achieving balance between matter and spirit. There is, therefore, an implicit invitation to the continuity of a lineage, to participate in a chain of transmission where the greatest secret lies not in the dominion of entities, but in the capacity to preserve and apply what is learned — with humility, honesty, and a sense of purpose.

	In traversing the structure of the “Lemegeton” — five books, each proposing a distinct challenge — the reader will see that every spiritual ascent begins with the confrontation of one’s own limits and the recognition of inner shadows. From dealings with dense forces to the quest for the subtlest light, each operation is also a metaphor for the inner journey: there is no true protection without understanding the risks, no authentic healing without confronting what is hidden, no ascension without discipline and constant self-questioning.

	What is about to begin is at once a guide to practice and an itinerary of self-discovery. In this crossing, the most valuable gain will not only be what is learned about the invisible world, but above all, what is discovered about oneself. Such a discovery — silent and transformative — is what distinguishes the mere reader from the true initiate.

	This foreword concludes, but the journey is only beginning. Feel welcomed and, above all, prepared: in the pages that follow, each line was composed to serve both as shield and mirror, as remedy and provocation. The invitation remains: may this reading serve you not only as protection, but as an instrument of self-transformation and quest for meaning — now more necessary than ever.

	 

	— The Editor - VS Publishing

	 

	 

	 

	


Chapter 1 
The Keys of the Kingdom

	 

	The pursuit of occult knowledge has always exerted a silent and irresistible fascination on the human spirit, crossing generations and civilizations like an invisible thread that stitches the past to the present. This path, walked by few and understood by even fewer, represents more than a mere desire to know; it is a deep longing to access the secrets hidden behind the curtain of existence, to pierce beyond appearances and uncover the forces that govern both the visible and invisible worlds. In this context, the Western esoteric tradition takes shape as a vast mosaic of practices, symbols, and knowledge transmitted over the centuries, and at the center of this mosaic shines a singular artifact of power: the Lemegeton, also known as the Lesser Key of Solomon.

	This grimoire, whose reputation has crossed continents and ages, is far more than a compendium of magical formulas or recipes for communicating with the supernatural. It presents itself as a true key — an instrument that promises to open portals between realities, allowing the disciplined student to unlock profound mysteries of the universe. Thus, its function transcends that of a mere practical manual, becoming a living legacy, a direct link to the roots of ancestral wisdom. To enter the domains of the Lemegeton is therefore much more than acquiring intellectual knowledge: it means recognizing oneself as part of a lineage that reaches back to the founding myths of human understanding, participating in a tradition whose influence resonates from ancient civilizations to contemporary esoteric circles.

	At the heart of this lineage stands the figure of King Solomon, the biblical monarch whose fame rests not only on his temporal authority, but above all on the immense wisdom said to have been granted to him by God Himself. The legends surrounding Solomon describe him as a sovereign capable of understanding and ruling both celestial and infernal forces — a true master of the invisible powers. According to tradition, it was this extraordinary ability that allowed him to command legions of spirits for the grand task of building the Temple of Jerusalem, a work that symbolizes the harmonization of the spiritual and material worlds. From this act is said to have emerged a system of practices and teachings that gradually crystallized into a body of knowledge passed down through generations: the Solomonic heritage, the central core of much of Western ceremonial magic.

	The mythic narrative surrounding the Lemegeton enriches its meaning, adding a symbolic dimension that transcends mere historical record. It is said that in the final moments of his life, Solomon imprisoned the spirits he had summoned — along with the secrets of his power — in a brass vessel, carefully sealed with sacred symbols. This container was cast into the sea, remaining hidden for centuries until, by chance or destiny, it was recovered by Babylonians drawn by the promise of an invaluable treasure. Upon opening the vessel, they released the spiritual legions, allowing their influence to once again spread through the world of men. From the original contents, only the principal seal was preserved, becoming the key through which an angel is said to have instructed Solomon in the mysteries of evocation and dominion over such entities.

	This narrative, rich in symbolic elements, exemplifies the characteristic fusion of myth and historical reality that permeates the entire tradition of the Lemegeton. While academic records place the emergence and compilation of this grimoire primarily in the 17th century, through scattered manuscripts and varying versions, the mythic aura surrounding it remains intact as the principal pillar of its authority. Thus, the student devoted to understanding the Lemegeton is not merely analyzing an ancient text; they are attuning themselves to a current of power that transcends the limits of time and space, connecting to the archetype of the wise king — the one capable of conversing with the divine and mapping the dark regions of the soul.

	It is essential to understand that true comprehension of the Lemegeton requires not only appreciation of its historical value, but also the internalization of the symbolic force of the myth that surrounds it. This fusion of fact and fantasy, of practice and mystery, forms the essential starting point for anyone wishing to wield the keys of the kingdom with due reverence and authority. Thus, one who undertakes this path assumes the commitment to balance rigorous study with openness to the wondrous, becoming at once heir and guardian of a living and powerful tradition.

	Within the vast landscape of Western ceremonial magic, the Lemegeton stands out as one of the most influential and respected grimoires. Its presence is not isolated but is embedded within a rich literary and spiritual tradition, filled with other foundational texts that also sought to map and organize contact with the invisible world. Among these are works such as the Heptameron, the Greater Key of Solomon, and The Book of Abramelin — each contributing in its own way to the formation of an esoteric corpus that shaped the history of European magic. The Lemegeton, however, distinguishes itself through its systematic and meticulous approach, as well as its detailed structure, which gives it the character of both a practical manual and an encyclopedic tool — suited equally for study and for direct application of the knowledge it contains.

	The structure of the Lemegeton reveals a profound concern with organizing and classifying spiritual forces, their names, attributes, and modes of manifestation. This meticulous cataloging not only facilitates the work of the magician, but also reflects an underlying understanding that the invisible world is governed by laws and hierarchies as precise as those of the physical realm. Thus, the grimoire serves as a true guide for the explorer of the unknown, offering not just a collection of invocations and seals, but also a detailed cartography of the hidden powers that interact with material reality. Through its pages, the practitioner learns to recognize patterns, to distinguish subtle differences between entities, and to handle the various energies that intertwine across worlds.

	The impact of the Lemegeton is not confined to the realm of ancient texts; its influence has extended across centuries, permeating secret societies, inspiring renowned magicians, and serving as a foundation for magical systems developed thereafter. Esoteric orders such as the Golden Dawn and the Ordo Templi Orientis, for instance, drew from this source and integrated elements of the Lemegeton into their own rituals and doctrines. Thus, to study this grimoire is, to some extent, to explore the roots of much of modern esoteric thought, understanding the foundations of a symbolic and ritual language aimed at deciphering and influencing the forces that govern existence.

	The Lemegeton is composed of five main books, which together form a cohesive and multifaceted body of teachings. Each of these books addresses a specific dimension of contact with the invisible, representing distinct stages and challenges along the magician’s path. The first, the Ars Goetia, is undoubtedly the most famous — and simultaneously the most shrouded in controversy and fascination. It details the procedures for invoking and commanding the seventy-two spirits said to have been confined by Solomon. These spirits embody energies of profound and often ambiguous nature, demanding from the practitioner not only fearlessness but also a refined understanding of the dangers and possibilities of such contact. Working with the Ars Goetia means confronting chthonic and astral forces directly, testing one’s will and capacity for control in the face of the unknown.

	The second book, the Ars Theurgia-Goetia, proposes a subtler and more complex work, focused on interacting with hierarchies of spirits of mixed nature — at times benevolent, at others errant, and as volatile as the winds that cross the thresholds between worlds. The magician, in exploring this territory, must develop even keener discernment, recognizing the dangers of illusions and the traps that may arise when dealing with entities that inhabit the borderlands between the visible and invisible. The Ars Paulina, the third book, turns its gaze to celestial heights, teaching the practitioner how to communicate with the angels ruling the hours and degrees of the zodiac. Here, magic integrates with astrology, fostering a fine-tuned harmony between the human microcosm and the cosmic macrocosm, deepening the understanding of how celestial cycles influence life.

	The ascent continues with the Ars Almadel, a work dedicated to communion with angelic choirs that dwell in different spheres of heaven. The method involves practices of scrying and deep meditation, providing elevated spiritual connection and often experiences of illumination and inner revelation. Finally, the Ars Notoria completes the cycle, distinguished from the others by its mystical and contemplative nature. Rather than seeking direct contact with external entities, it offers prayers, meditations, and devotional practices whose ultimate goal is to transform the magician himself. Here, the acquisition of gifts such as perfect memory, eloquence, and sudden understanding of the sciences reveals that true power lies above all in self-transformation and the refinement of the self as a vessel of divine wisdom.

	Together, these five books form a true spiritual itinerary, guiding the practitioner from contact with the primordial forces of the earth to the most sublime heights of the spirit. It is a journey of self-knowledge, mastery, and integration, requiring not only technique but also maturity and responsibility in the face of the powers one seeks to wield.

	In approaching the pages of the Lemegeton, the student is not merely a curious reader observing an ancient repository of wisdom. They are invited to take an active, almost priestly role, becoming part of a chain of transmission that involves responsibility and discernment. This is not an open invitation to all; the very tone of the text imposes clear limits, suggesting that the Solomonic art is reserved for those who understand the weight and consequences of what they are accessing. A practitioner who approaches the Lemegeton frivolously, driven only by vanity or the desire for material power, risks being overwhelmed by the very forces they seek to control. The Solomonic tradition thus rises as a true priesthood, in which the magician stands as mediator between the human and spiritual domains.

	In this context, the figure of the magician takes on dimensions far beyond the popular stereotype. Their essential role is to act as diplomat and keeper of balance — not one who imposes their will on the forces they work with, but one who learns to dialogue, understand, and direct these powers toward constructive and harmonious ends. The authority of the Solomonic magician does not arise from arrogance or mere intellectual knowledge; it stems from a deep attunement with cosmic order, from the alignment of personal will with Divine Will. True power, therefore, manifests when the practitioner becomes a channel for forces greater than themselves, conducting them with integrity, humility, and discernment.

	To be a guardian of this legacy imposes upon the magician the obligation to protect these teachings from vulgarization and misuse. The knowledge transmitted by the Lemegeton is not a tool for satisfying personal whims or manipulating others for selfish gain. On the contrary, it stands as a call to self-transcendence, to service of the collective, and to the preservation of natural order. This responsibility extends beyond the immediate use of rituals and formulas — it encompasses the ethical and spiritual posture that must guide all of the magician’s actions. The Solomonic legacy can only be transmitted with integrity if accompanied by the same reverence, prudence, and nobility that characterized the great initiates of the past.

	This deep understanding leads the student to the true foundation of the work: the non-negotiable need for a solid moral compass. The Lemegeton, as a manual of powerful practices, is also a constant test of the integrity of those who use it. Power, by its nature, seduces and challenges, demanding from the magician unceasing vigilance over their own intentions and motivations. The ability to influence the world, to access hidden knowledge, and to interact with invisible entities cannot be separated from a rigorous commitment to ethics. Both history and literature abound in stories of reckless apprentices who, in seeking shortcuts or succumbing to vanity, were eventually consumed by the forces they believed they controlled.

	These stories are not mere folkloric warnings, but archetypal expressions of a universal truth: magic without ethics is always self-destructive. The true Solomonic magician understands that all power, to be legitimate, must serve as a tool for self-knowledge, service to others, and alignment with higher purposes. Before every evocation, every prayer, every ritual act, the practitioner must ask themselves, honestly and deeply: What is my true intention? Does this action serve balance or chaos? Am I acting in the light of wisdom or under the shadow of selfish desire?

	The sincere answer to such questions marks the threshold between success and failure, between ascent and fall. Ethics and spirituality intertwine to form the true sustaining structure of magical practice. It is this golden thread that, woven throughout the Lemegeton, transforms the manipulation of hidden powers into a path of self-mastery and illumination. It is from this stance that the practitioner becomes a true magician — not only capable of wielding the keys of the kingdom but of understanding that the most important key is the one that opens the doors of the self.

	 

	 

	 

	


Chapter 2 
The Structure of the Lemegeton

	 

	Every great exploration demands a reliable map. Venturing into unknown territories without a clear chart is to risk disaster, lost among invisible dangers and hidden snares. In the esoteric universe, the Lemegeton represents this vast and intricate spiritual landscape — a continent composed of different realms, each requiring the explorer to approach with preparation, wisdom, and reverence. Just as an explorer studies the terrain before departure, the magician must thoroughly understand the architecture of this grimoire before engaging in magical practices.

	The Lemegeton presents itself as a truly multifaceted map, filled with mountains symbolizing obstacles, plains of learning, abysses of trial, and celestial realms of spiritual elevation. Understanding its structure is not merely an intellectual exercise, but a fundamental step for any aspirant to Solomonic magic. To comprehend the Lemegeton is to unveil a sacred architecture, where each part is connected by an inner logic, revealing a deliberate progression — a safe path of initiation, if walked with intelligence and respect.

	The structure of the Lemegeton reveals itself as a carefully constructed itinerary. Its five books are not mere compendiums of isolated rituals, but rather five spiritual provinces, each with its own geography, invisible inhabitants, and operational laws. This division is far from arbitrary; on the contrary, it corresponds to a staircase of development in which the magician, by ascending each step, deepens their understanding and hones both technical and spiritual capacities.

	The starting point for most practitioners is the Ars Goetia, the most well-known and studied book of the Lemegeton. This section serves as the foundation of Solomonic practice, offering direct contact with the densest and most intense forces of the spiritual universe: the seventy-two spirits listed in its pages. These spirits, traditionally referred to as demons, are presented with a rigorous hierarchical classification — Kings, Dukes, Presidents, Marquises, Earls, Knights, and Princes — each with their seals, descriptions, appearances, and specific powers.

	The Goetia establishes the groundwork for evocation, an art involving the summoning of these entities within a magical circle, ensuring divine protection and ritual control. This domain requires not only technical skill and fidelity to protocol but above all, courage, purity of intent, and iron discipline. The spirits of the Goetia are linked to material and intellectual aspects of existence, capable of revealing hidden knowledge, discovering treasures, influencing thoughts, and bringing secrets of time to light. At the same time, they are telluric forces, often challenging, testing the magician’s integrity and resolve. To work with the Goetia is to confront primal energies, to learn to command, and, above all, to master one’s own shadows.

	This initial practice represents a true rite of passage. Evocation, if undertaken without due preparation, can be dangerous, for it does not merely engage external entities but also awakens internal impulses, repressed desires, and unchecked ambitions. The magical circle is not merely a line on the floor, but a symbolic boundary between chaos and order, between the secure domain of the magician and the vast unknown. The experience gained in the Goetia prepares the practitioner for the subsequent stages of the journey, where complexity and subtlety increase, demanding greater maturity.

	As the magician advances along the Lemegeton’s mapped path, they leave behind the turbulent and direct waters of the Goetia and encounter realms of a more ambiguous and refined nature, beginning with the Ars Theurgia-Goetia. This book marks an important transition, situated at the intersection between “high magic,” aimed at contact with higher spheres, and “low magic,” focused on more earthly and instinctual forces. The Theurgia-Goetia presents thirty-one principal spirits, each accompanied by princes and servants, forming a complex and multifaceted spiritual mosaic. Unlike the beings cataloged in the Goetia, whose manifestations are often commanded and compelled by the magician, the spirits of the Theurgia-Goetia demand an approach defined by diplomacy, flexibility, and emotional intelligence.

	The duality of the spirits presented in this art is a fundamental point: some are described as benevolent, others as malevolent, while many shift between both poles. This forces the practitioner to develop keen discernment, capable of identifying nuances and adapting conduct according to the nature of the entity summoned. The spirits of the Theurgia-Goetia govern the cardinal points, operating in aerial domains, which gives them a more ethereal, elusive, and unstable quality compared to the telluric density of the Goetic demons. The manifestation of these beings is less physical, more subjective, and often more subtle in their signs. As such, the operations described in this section demand refined sensitivity and heightened spiritual perception.

	The goal of the Theurgia-Goetia is generally tied to the acquisition of hidden information, the revelation of mysteries, or specific favors, but always within a context that requires careful negotiation. Here, the magician is no longer an absolute commander but a spiritual diplomat, aware that the universe is not confined to rigid dualities but composed of infinite gradations and possibilities. This is an essential lesson for any journey of self-knowledge: to recognize that not everything is confined to good or evil, and that wisdom lies in navigating these shades of gray without losing oneself.

	Continuing along the map of the Lemegeton, the next spiritual province is the Ars Paulina, where a shift in focus becomes evident: one moves from the constraint of spirits to the pursuit of reverent communication with celestial entities. The Paulina is divided into two essential parts. The first deals with the angels who govern the hours of the day and night, each endowed with unique attributes, seals, and specific functions. These angelic intelligences are engaged in rituals synchronized with planetary cycles, aligning the magician with the cosmic currents that govern the flow of time. Harmonization with the universal rhythm is seen as key for the magician to obtain favors, guidance, and greater harmony with the cosmos.

	The second part of the Ars Paulina ventures into an even more elevated dimension, presenting the angels who govern each of the 360 degrees of the zodiac. This structure reflects a deeply spiritualized astrology, in which each degree corresponds to a unique angelic intelligence responsible for specific influences and for maintaining cosmic order. When the magician contacts these angels, the goal is not to dominate fate but to understand it and cooperate with the divine laws that uphold the universe. In this context, the Paulina represents a significant advancement in the Solomonic journey, signaling a transformation of magical purpose: the practitioner ceases to be merely an executor of their will and becomes a humble seeker, ready to receive and interpret divine signs.

	This stage of the path demands inner refinement, a markedly pure intent, and a disposition for ongoing learning. Communication with the celestial spheres, unlike the evocation of denser forces, is marked by reverence, respect, and ethical alignment. The quest becomes not only for power but, above all, for profound understanding of the universal mystery.

	As the spiritual explorer continues ascending the map of the Lemegeton, they enter the most subtle and luminous regions of the Solomonic tradition. It is in this context that the Ars Almadel appears, regarded by many scholars as one of the highest and purest forms of theurgy presented in the compendium. Unlike the previous arts, this practice is not grounded in the imposition of will but in a sincere quest for divine communion and guidance, where the heart and the magician’s intention are as essential as any ritual tool.

	At the core of this art lies a singular object: the Almadel, a delicately colored wax tablet inscribed with sacred names and symbols. Upon it, four lit candles are placed, representing not only the four cardinal directions but also the four seasons of the year and, symbolically, the pillars sustaining the magician’s inner temple. The ritual involving the Almadel is marked by deep contemplation, prayer, and concentration, aiming to attract the presence of angels who govern the so-called “Altitudes” or “Choras.” These angelic choirs occupy elevated positions in the celestial hierarchy and represent aspects of divine order, guiding the practitioner through visions, counsel, and responses manifested in the crystal or incense smoke.

	The emphasis of the Ars Almadel is on purity of purpose and sincerity of the seeker. Unlike other practices, the goal here is not the fulfillment of worldly desires or the exercise of control over the material world, but rather righteous guidance and inspiration for the greater good. It is a stage of communion, in which the magician no longer stands as master but as disciple before divine messengers, open to receive, in humility, the wisdom of the heavens.

	Culminating this journey through the realms of the Lemegeton is its most mysterious and transformative core: the Ars Notoria. This section is radically distinct from the previous ones in that it centers not on the evocation of external beings, but on the elevation and purification of the magician’s own consciousness. The Ars Notoria is a synthesis of prayer, contemplation, and visualization of geometric figures and sacred texts — the “notae” — constituting a devotional system that reaches back to the earliest origins of the Solomonic tradition. Its primary
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