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        Their family is falling apart, but Destin will do anything to keep them together, no matter what…

      

      

      

      
        
        Destin

        In one week, our brittle happiness for the future seems to have shattered to pieces. Not only do our families now know about Seb being pregnant, which was good, but Seb’s younger brother Dan shared a secret of his own with us, making the brothers butt heads, which was bad. When Dan was finally ready to admit to his parents what was going on, Seb’s other brother, Mikey, unwittingly shared his own secret.

        I’ve known these brothers all their lives, and even I didn’t see what had been going on for months now. But I do know one thing, now Seb is my mate, his younger brothers are my younger brothers too, and I will find a way to fix this, no matter what I have to do. For their sakes, but also for Seb’s sake, for our future.

      

      

      

      
        
        Seb

        After finding out about the problems my younger brothers are in, I feel like I’ve failed them, that I didn’t do my duty as an older brother. Even though I know that’s not true, I’m their brother, not their parent, it doesn’t make the bad feeling go away.

        We finally had a plan to help Dan, it was a good plan. But with what just happened to Mikey, I’m not so sure anymore. It feels like ever since I left for university, everything at home has been falling apart.

        Not to mention, Monday morning, I have to meet with a university counsellor to make sure I can keep going to classes until the end of this year, and I have to take Destin and both our Alpha fathers with me.

        The meeting will have to be calm, controlled, follow very strict rules that only the university seems to know about. With all the emotions running so high in our families, why do I have a feeling that the meeting might not go that well?

      

      

      

      
        
        This is the sixth novella about Alpha Destin and Omega Seb in the Blossoming of Fate serial, which takes place in the non-shifter Omegaverse Mates World and contains mpreg (male-pregnancy).
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      As we’re all sitting around the dining table in Seb’s dads’ house, everyone keeps glancing at Mikey. Mikey, for his part, has started to return the glances with glaring looks.

      He scared us, badly. I have no idea what happened exactly, but to watch him go all pale and for everyone to rush to him while he didn’t seem to notice what was going on around him anymore was rather scary. It has turned a stressful evening even more stressful.

      I take Seb’s hand, and he holds onto me tightly, his grip betraying his upset much more than his face as he looks pretty calm. Everyone is trying to look calm, but the tension is pretty evident in the air.

      I don’t think anyone really knows what to do now. This evening has taken a turn that I don’t think anyone expected to take, least of all Mikey, it seems.

      We’re waiting for the pizzas to arrive, since, after Mikey went all pale and had what is apparently a panic attack and their dads found out about Dan dropping out of school, nobody felt like cooking any longer. And with the state we’re all in, I don’t think it’s safe for any of us to cook right now.

      Plus, the dinner Dan and Mikey were making would still have taken hours in the oven. So, that plan went out the window.

      “Stop staring.” Mikey sighs, letting out a growl. “I’m fine.”

      “If you were fine, you wouldn’t have kept this a secret.” Their daddy stands up, going over to the counters and takes cutlery from the drawers. He seems upset, but also lost, somehow.

      “What would you have done if I had told you before?” Mikey glares at his back. “Send me to some psych? Get me medicated? What would you have done?”

      “Yes.” Their daddy turns back to the table and puts the cutlery down slightly too loudly, his movements tense. “We would have gotten you help. Maybe meds, maybe therapy. There isn’t really one way to deal with a problem like that. But to keep it from us...”

      He stops, letting out a slow breath and he sits down, shaking his head. “This isn’t the first time we’ve had to deal with anxiety problems.” His voice turns even sadder, his gaze pained. “You shouldn’t have had to struggle on your own. That’s all.”

      “I didn’t.” Mikey’s voice is quieter now. “I wasn’t alone. Dan knew. And Leon.” He glances my way and I can’t help frowning.

      Leon knew? That means that Leon has been keeping it from us too. How many secrets are our families keeping from each other? The thought of all the things we might not know about, people struggling by themselves, I can’t help how my heart hurts just thinking about it.

      Mikey looks down at his hands, his shoulders slumped. “We just didn’t think it was that serious.”

      “Not that serious?” The words slip out of me. “What happened just now looked plenty serious.”

      “It hasn’t happened like that before.” Mikey’s voice spikes, and he runs his hands over each other. “It didn’t happen like that before. It’s never been that severe before. It just...” He shrugs. “I would just feel strange and everything went a little weird and then after a while, it would be back to normal. I would feel...” He rubs his hand over his chest. “I would feel the panic, but it was never this bad.”

      I want to shake him. What would have happened if he’d stood at the top of a ladder or if it happened as he crossed the street or worked with heavy machines? This could have gone wrong in so many ways, so many scary ways.

      But before anyone can say anything else, the bell rings and their dad goes to get the pizza.

      I look at Dan and Mikey, thinking of the things they’ve been keeping from all of us for the last months, and then I glance at Seb, who is looking very serious. Like he’s running things through his head. I rub my thumb over his hand and he glances up at me, pain in his gaze.

      He looks exhausted and I lean closer. “We can go home, if you want to, if this is too much.”

      He slowly shakes his head, giving me a thin smile. “I’m good. Thanks.”

      If he says so. Though, from the way he’s looking, I’m not so sure. It’s all taking a toll on him and I don’t want him to be in pain. Everything is making me worry about him right now.

      If I already get this worried now, what will I be like in another couple of months? Damn...
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      We’re in Seb’s bedroom at his parents’ house. Seb and I are on the bed, Seb leaning against me, snuggled close. And Dan and Mikey are on the couch, where we used to spend hours and hours playing videogames when we were younger.

      The evening has been... It went from a little bad, to a lot bad, to a little less bad, to... I don’t know what it is right now. It’s no longer really bad, but to say things are ‘good’ is also not correct.

      Their dads said they would ‘think about’ the plan that Seb had. If they agree, then Dan will stay with Seb and Mia in the city for a couple of months, a new environment where he can be himself and work instead of going to school. And it also means that he won’t be going off on his own, which is Dan’s other plan, a plan we’re all trying to avoid.

      Their parents didn’t seem convinced, but I’m sure they realise that if they don’t agree to it, or a similar plan, then Dan will just leave. They might just agree to the plan because they don’t want to lose their son.

      I play with my fingers through Seb’s hair, letting my mind wander over everything that has happened in the last months, and everything that will have to change in the coming months... I have to find a place to live, a place for us, that has to be my priority.

      The coming months will pass quickly and I don’t want to be in the middle of moving when Seb is nine months pregnant and about to give birth. Plus, with him having a summer kid, I don’t want him to have to paint or whatever when he’s all big and won’t want to do anything but sit in the stream of a fan in the summer heat. So, having our house, and the baby room ready well before then will be important.

      “What’s going to happen now?” Mikey’s voice is quiet as he stares at the floor somewhere between the couch and the bed, his eyes unfocused. “What are you going to do if our dads don’t agree to the plan? Or if Mia’s dads don’t agree?”

      Dan squeezes his lips together, glancing my way, meeting my eyes for a moment, uncertainty passing behind them, before he looks at his twin brother. “I don’t know yet.” His voice is careful
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