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XHamster





xHamster is a pornographic media and social networking site headquartered in Limassol, Cyprus.[1] xHamster serves user-submitted pornographic videos, webcam models, pornographic photographs, and erotic literature, and incorporates social networking features. xHamster was founded in 2007. With more than 10 million members, it is the third most popular pornography website on the Internet, after XVideos and Pornhub.

The site produces The Sex Factor, a reality series where men and women compete to become porn stars. The site has been targeted as part of malvertising campaigns, and various governments have blocked xHamster as part of larger initiatives against Internet pornography.
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 History



In early 2007, a group of anonymous individuals decided to create a new adult video service,[1][2] and xHamster was launched on 2 April 2007.[3] xHamster was envisioned as a social network; a spokesperson said the site's content organization scheme was intended to allow "people who wanted to chat, exchange erotic pics and share amateur videos ... to find mutual friends online and maybe discover partners interested in intimate relationships."[1] Surpassing 10 million members in 2015, xHamster became the third most popular pornography website on the Internet, after XVideos and Pornhub.[1] In May 2016, xHamster launched The Sex Factor, a reality series competition where contestants compete to become a porn star.[4][5]

xHamster has restricted access to its site and removed content in response to political issues concerning the LGBT community and rape culture. The site blocked users with IP addresses based in North Carolina during April 2016, after the state enacted a law that stopped its counties and cities from passing laws to protect LGBT people.[6][7] In response to the verdict of the People v. Turner sexual assault case, xHamster instituted a "Brock Turner rule", which banned videos involving rape, including those involving sex with an unconscious partner or hypnosis.[8] In the aftermath of the 2016 Democratic National Committee email leak, xHamster offered Debbie Wasserman Schultz a US$50,000 role in a pornographic film with a Bernie Sanders lookalike.[9]

In September 2016, Alex Hawkins speaking for xHamster confirmed that they had purchased a sex tape alleged to portray American actress Alexis Arquette, which was put up for sale by an ex-lover shortly after her death. xHamster destroyed all copies of it, announcing that "Ms. Arquette was an icon and activist in the trans community and we could not see someone smear her memory the way the selling party was trying to do."[10]
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 Website



xHamster provides various pornographic videos, photos, and erotic stories grouped under categories catering to specific fetishes or sexual preferences.[11] Users uploading content select from a series of set categories. The most popular category, "amateur", tags 30% of all videos posted.[12] In addition to these prerecorded videos, users can view live streams of paid models; the model can interact with several users by means of an online chat service. Models can also activate a "Tip" button, which allows users to provide the models additional money.[13] xHamster accepts Bitcoins as a payment method, which (unlike credit cards) offers anonymity.[14]

xHamster also contains several social networking features.[15] Users have detailed profiles incorporating their profile picture and gender, as well as works added to the site. Content possesses a commenting and rating system, and users can interact by adding others as a "friend" or subscribing to another's content.[15] Privacy settings allow users to make various parts of the account visible only to select individuals, filter private messages, and block certain requests.[15] Users can also verify their identity by submitting a photo of themselves with their username, which confers a stamp upon their profile.[15]
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 Malvertising



In April 2013, Conrad Longmore, a cyber security researcher, found that xHamster and PornHub were attacked with malvertisements. [16][17] In September 2015, xHamster was hit with another malvertising attack along with YouPorn and PornHub. TrafficHaus reported that it might be the result of a breach.[18][19]
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 Censorship



xHamster has been blocked by various governments. In August 2015, the government of India ordered internet service providers to block several sites, including xHamster, under the IT Act.[20][21] In Russia, a local court in the Republic of Tatarstan ruled in favor of a block on xHamster and other pornographic websites in April 2014; the ruling was passed on a year later to Roskomnadzor, the state media overseer.[22][23]
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Alexa Internet





Alexa Internet, Inc. is a California-based company[image: External link] that provides commercial web traffic[image: External link] data and analytics. It is a wholly owned subsidiary[image: External link] of Amazon.com[image: External link].

Founded as an independent company in 1996, Alexa was acquired by Amazon in 1999. Its toolbar[image: External link] collects data on browsing behavior and transmits them to the Alexa website, where they are stored and analyzed, forming the basis for the company's web traffic reporting. According to its website, Alexa provides traffic data, global rankings and other information on 30 million websites,[4] and as of 2015, its website has been visited by over 6.5 million people monthly.[3]
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 Operations and history
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 1996–1999



Alexa Internet was founded in April 1996 by American web entrepreneurs Brewster Kahle[image: External link] and Bruce Gilliat[image: External link].[5] The company's name was chosen in homage to the Library of Alexandria[image: External link] of Ptolemaic Egypt[image: External link], drawing a parallel between the largest repository of knowledge in the ancient world and the potential of the Internet to become a similar store of knowledge.[6] Alexa initially offered a toolbar that gave Internet users suggestions on where to go next, based on the traffic patterns of its user community. The company also offered context for each site visited: to whom it was registered, how many pages it had, how many other sites pointed to it, and how frequently it was updated.[7] Alexa's operations grew to include archiving of web pages as they are crawled[image: External link]. This database served as the basis for the creation of the Internet Archive accessible through the Wayback Machine[image: External link].[8] In 1998, the company donated a copy of the archive, two terabytes[image: External link] in size, to the Library of Congress[image: External link].[6] Alexa continues to supply the Internet Archive[image: External link] with Web crawls. In 1999, as the company moved away from its original vision of providing an "intelligent" search engine, Alexa was acquired by Amazon.com for approximately US$250 million in Amazon stock[image: External link].[9]
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 2000–2016



Alexa began a partnership with Google[image: External link] in early 2002, and with the web directory DMOZ[image: External link] in January 2003.[1] In May 2006, Amazon replaced Google with Bing[image: External link] (at the time known as Windows Live Search[image: External link]) as a provider of search results.[10] In December 2006, Amazon released Alexa Image Search. Built in-house, it was the first major application built on the company's Web platform. In December 2005, Alexa opened its extensive search index and Web-crawling facilities to third party programs through a comprehensive set of Web services[image: External link] and APIs[image: External link]. These could be used, for instance, to construct vertical search[image: External link] engines that could run on Alexa's own servers or elsewhere. In May 2007, Alexa changed their API to limit comparisons to three websites, reduce the size of embedded graphs in Flash[image: External link], and add mandatory embedded BritePic advertisements.

In April 2007, the lawsuit Alexa v. Hornbaker was filed to stop trademark infringement[image: External link] by the Statsaholic service.[11] In the lawsuit, Alexa alleged that Ron Hornbaker was stealing traffic graphs for profit, and that the primary purpose of his site was to display graphs that were generated by Alexa's servers.[12] Hornbaker removed the term Alexa from his service name on March 19, 2007.[13] On November 27, 2008, Amazon announced that Alexa Web Search was no longer accepting new customers, and that the service would be deprecated or discontinued for existing customers on January 26, 2009.[14] Thereafter, Alexa became a purely analytics-focused company.

On March 31, 2009, Alexa launched a major website redesign. The redesigned site provided new web traffic metrics—including average page views per individual user, bounce rate, and user time on site.[15] In the following weeks, Alexa added more features, including visitor demographics, clickstream and search traffic statistics.[16] Alexa introduced these new features to compete with other web analytics services.
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 Tracking



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Toolbar



Alexa ranks sites based primarily on tracking a sample set of Internet traffic—users of its toolbar for the Internet Explorer[image: External link], Firefox[image: External link] and Google Chrome[image: External link] web browsers.[17][18] The Alexa Toolbar includes a popup blocker[image: External link], a search box, links to Amazon.com[image: External link] and the Alexa homepage, and the Alexa ranking of the site that the user is visiting. It also allows the user to rate the site and view links to external, relevant sites. In early 2005, Alexa stated that there had been 10 million downloads of the toolbar, though the company did not provide statistics about active usage. Originally, web pages were only ranked amongst users who had the Alexa Toolbar installed, and could be biased if a specific audience subgroup was reluctant to take part in the rankings. This caused some controversies over how representative Alexa's user base was of typical Internet behavior,[19] especially for less-visited sites.[18] In 2007, Michael Arrington[image: External link] provided examples of Alexa rankings known to contradict data from the comScore[image: External link] web analytics service, including ranking YouTube ahead of Google.[20]

Until 2007, a third-party[image: External link]-supplied plugin for the Firefox browser[image: External link][21] served as the only option for Firefox users after Amazon abandoned its A9 toolbar.[22] On July 16, 2007, Alexa released an official toolbar for Firefox called Sparky.[23] On 16 April 2008, many users reported drastic shifts in their Alexa rankings. Alexa confirmed this later in the day with an announcement that they had released an updated ranking system, claiming that they would now take into account more sources of data "beyond Alexa Toolbar users".[24][25]
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 Certified statistics



Using the Alexa Pro service, website owners can sign up for "certified statistics", which allows Alexa more access to a site's traffic data.[26] Site owners input Javascript[image: External link] code on each page of their website that, if permitted by the user's security and privacy settings, runs and sends traffic data to Alexa, allowing Alexa to display—or not display, depending on the owner's preference—more accurate statistics such as total pageviews and unique pageviews.
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 Privacy and malware assessments



A number of antivirus[image: External link] companies have assessed Alexa's toolbar. The toolbar for Internet Explorer 7[image: External link] was at one point flagged as malware by Microsoft Defender[image: External link].[27] Symantec[image: External link] classifies the toolbar as "trackware",[28] while McAfee[image: External link] classifies it as adware[image: External link], deeming it a "potentially unwanted program."[29] McAfee Site Advisor[image: External link] rates the Alexa site as "green", finding "no significant problems" but warning of a "small fraction of downloads ... that some people consider adware or other potentially unwanted programs."[30] Though it is possible to delete a paid subscription within an Alexa account, it is not possible to delete an account that is created at Alexa through any web interface, though any user may contact the company via its support webpage.[31]
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Pornography





Pornography (often abbreviated as "porn" or "porno" in informal usage) is the portrayal of sexual[image: External link] subject matter for the purpose of sexual arousal[image: External link]. Pornography may be presented in a variety of media, including books, magazines[image: External link], postcards, photographs, sculpture, drawing, painting, animation, sound recording[image: External link], film[image: External link], video, and video games[image: External link]. The term applies to the depiction of the act rather than the act itself, and so does not include live exhibitions like sex shows[image: External link] and striptease[image: External link]. The primary subjects of pornographic depictions are pornographic models[image: External link], who pose for still photographs, and pornographic actors or porn stars, who perform in pornographic films[image: External link]. If dramatic skills are not involved, a performer in a porn film may also be called a model.

Various groups within society have considered depictions of a sexual nature immoral[image: External link], addictive[image: External link], and noxious, labeling them pornographic, and attempting to have them suppressed under obscenity[image: External link] and other laws, with varying degrees of success. Such works have also often been subject to censorship[image: External link] and other legal restraints to publication, display, or possession. Such grounds, and even the definition of pornography, have differed in various historical, cultural, and national contexts.[1]

Social attitudes towards the discussion and presentation of sexuality have become more tolerant and legal definitions of obscenity have become more limited, notably beginning in 1969 with Blue Movie[image: External link] by Andy Warhol[image: External link], the first adult erotic film[image: External link] depicting explicit sex[image: External link] to receive wide theatrical release in the United States[image: External link], and the subsequent Golden Age of Porn[image: External link],[2][3][4] leading to an industry for the production[image: External link] and consumption[image: External link] of pornography in the latter half of the 20th century. The introduction of home video[image: External link] and the Internet[image: External link] saw a boom in the worldwide porn industry that generates billions of dollars annually. Commercialized pornography accounts for over US$2.5 billion in the United States alone,[5] including the production of various media[image: External link] and associated products[image: External link] and services[image: External link]. This industry[image: External link] employs thousands of performers along with support and production staff. It is also followed by dedicated industry publications and trade groups[image: External link] as well as the mainstream press, private organizations (watchdog groups[image: External link]), government agencies, and political organizations.[6] More recently, sites such as Pornhub, RedTube, and YouPorn have served as repositories for home-made or semi-professional pornography, made available free by its creators (who could be called exhibitionists[image: External link]). It has presented a significant challenge to the commercial pornographic film industry.

Irrespective of the legal or social view of pornography, it has been used in a number of contexts. It is used, for example, at fertility clinics[image: External link] to stimulate sperm donors[image: External link]. Some couples use pornography at times for variety and to create a sexual interest or as part of foreplay[image: External link]. There is also some evidence that pornography can be used to treat voyeurism[image: External link].[7][8]
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 Etymology



The word is similar to the Modern Greek[image: External link] πορνογραφία (pornographia), which derives from the Greek words πόρνη (pornē "prostitute" and πορνεία porneia " prostitution[image: External link]"[9]), and γράφειν (graphein "to write or to record", derived meaning "illustration", cf. " graph[image: External link]"), and the suffix -ία (-ia, meaning "state of", "property of", or "place of"), thus meaning "a written description or illustration of prostitutes or prostitution". No date is known for the first use of the word in Greek; the earliest attested, most related word one could find in Greek, is πορνογράφος, pornographos, i.e. "someone writing of harlots", in the Deipnosophists[image: External link] of Athenaeus[image: External link].[10][11] The Modern Greek word pornographia is a translation of the French pornographie.[12]

"Pornographie" was in use in the French language during the 1800s. The word did not enter the English language as the familiar word until 1857[13] or as a French import in New Orleans[image: External link] in 1842.[14]

[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History



Depictions of a sexual nature are older than civilization as depictions such as the venus figurines[image: External link] and rock art[image: External link] have existed since prehistoric[image: External link] times.[15] When large-scale excavations of Pompeii[image: External link] were undertaken in the 1860s, much of the erotic art[image: External link] of the Romans[image: External link] came to light, shocking the Victorians[image: External link] who saw themselves as the intellectual heirs of the Roman Empire[image: External link]. They did not know what to do with the frank depictions of sexuality[image: External link] and endeavored to hide them away from everyone but upper-class scholars. The moveable objects were locked away in the Secret Museum[image: External link] in Naples[image: External link] and what could not be removed was covered and cordoned off as to not corrupt the sensibilities of women, children, and the working classes.[16]

Fanny Hill[image: External link] ( 1748[image: External link]) is considered "the first original English prose[image: External link] pornography, and the first pornography to use the form of the novel."[17] It is an erotic novel[image: External link] by John Cleland[image: External link] first published in England[image: External link] as Memoirs of a Woman of Pleasure.[18][19] It is one of the most prosecuted and banned books in history.[20] The authors were charged with "corrupting the King's subjects."

The world's first law criminalizing pornography was the English Obscene Publications Act 1857[image: External link] enacted at the urging of the Society for the Suppression of Vice[image: External link]. The Act, which applied to the United Kingdom and Ireland[image: External link], made the sale of obscene material a statutory offence, giving the courts power to seize and destroy offending material. The American equivalent was the Comstock Act[image: External link] of 1873[21][22] which made it illegal to send any "obscene, lewd, and/or lascivious" materials through the mail. The English Act did not apply to Scotland[image: External link], where the common law[image: External link] continued to apply. However, neither the English nor the United States Act defined what constituted "obscene", leaving this for the courts to determine. Prior to the English Act, the publication of obscene material was treated as a common law[image: External link] misdemeanour[23] and effectively prosecuting authors and publishers was difficult even in cases where the material was clearly intended as pornography. Although nineteenth-century legislation eventually outlawed the publication, retail, and trafficking of certain writings and images regarded as pornographic and would order the destruction of shop and warehouse stock meant for sale, the private possession of and viewing of (some forms of) pornography was not made an offence until the twentieth century.[24]

The Victorian attitude that pornography was for a select few can be seen in the wording of the Hicklin test[image: External link] stemming from a court case in 1868 where it asks, "whether the tendency of the matter charged as obscenity is to deprave and corrupt those whose minds are open to such immoral influences." Despite the fact of their suppression, depictions of erotic imagery were common throughout history.[25]

Pornographic film[image: External link] production commenced almost immediately after the invention of the motion picture in 1895. Two of the earliest pioneers were Eugène Pirou[image: External link] and Albert Kirchner[image: External link]. Kirchner directed the earliest surviving pornographic film for Pirou under the trade name "Léar". The 1896 film Le Coucher de la Mariée[image: External link] showed Louise Willy performing a striptease[image: External link]. Pirou's film inspired a genre of risqué French films showing women disrobing and other filmmakers realised profits could be made from such films.[26][27]

Sexually explicit films opened producers and distributors to prosecution. Those that were made were produced illicitly by amateurs starting in the 1920s, primarily in France and the United States. Processing the film was risky as was their distribution. Distribution was strictly private.[28][29] In 1969, Denmark[image: External link] became the first country to abolish censorship, thereby decriminalizing pornography, which led to an explosion in investment and of commercially produced pornography. However, it continued to be banned in other countries, and had to be smuggled in, where it was sold "under the counter" or (sometimes) shown in "members only" cinema clubs.[28] Nonetheless, and also in 1969, Blue Movie[image: External link] by Andy Warhol[image: External link], was the first adult erotic film[image: External link] depicting explicit sex[image: External link] to receive wide theatrical release in the United States[image: External link].[2][3][4] The film was a seminal film in the Golden Age of Porn[image: External link] and, according to Warhol, a major influence in the making of Last Tango in Paris[image: External link], an internationally controversial erotic drama film, starring Marlon Brando[image: External link], and released a few years after Blue Movie was made.[3]

The scholarly study of pornography, notably in cultural studies[image: External link], is limited, perhaps due to the controversy about the topic in feminism[image: External link]. The first peer-reviewed academic journal about the study of pornography, Porn Studies, was published in 2014.[30]
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Pornography is often distinguished from erotica[image: External link], which consists of the portrayal of sexuality with high-art aspirations, focusing also on feelings and emotions, while pornography involves the depiction of acts in a sensational manner, with the entire focus on the physical act, so as to arouse quick intense reactions.[31][32][33]

Pornography is generally classified as either softcore[image: External link] or hardcore[image: External link]. A pornographic work is characterized as hardcore if it has any hardcore content, no matter how small. Both forms of pornography generally contain nudity[image: External link]. Softcore pornography generally contains nudity or partial nudity in sexually suggestive situations, but without explicit sexual activity, sexual penetration[image: External link] or "extreme" fetishism[image: External link],[34] while hardcore pornography may contain graphic sexual activity and visible penetration,[35] including unsimulated sex[image: External link] scenes.
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Pornography encompasses a wide variety of genres. Pornography featuring heterosexual acts composes the bulk of pornography and is "centred and invisible", marking the industry as heteronormative. However, a substantial portion of pornography is not normative, featuring more nonconventional forms of scenarios and sexual activity such as "'fat' porn, amateur porn, disabled porn, porn produced by women, queer porn, BDSM, and body modification."[36]

Pornography can be classified according to the physical characteristics of the participants, fetish, sexual orientation, etc., as well as the types of sexual activity featured. Reality and voyeur pornography, animated[image: External link] videos, and legally prohibited acts also influence the classification of pornography. Pornography may fall into more than one genre. The genres of pornography are based on the type of activity featured and the category of participants, for example:


	Alt porn[image: External link]

	Amateur pornography[image: External link]

	Ethnic pornography[image: External link]

	Fetish pornography

	Group sex[image: External link]

	Reality pornography[image: External link]

	Sexual-orientation[image: External link]-based pornography

	Straight porn (unless otherwise stated this is assumed in this article)

	Gay pornography[image: External link]

	Lesbian pornography[image: External link]

	Bisexual pornography[image: External link]
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Revenues of the adult industry in the United States are difficult to determine. In 1970, a Federal study estimated that the total retail value of hardcore pornography in the United States was no more than $10 million.[37]

In 1998, Forrester Research[image: External link] published a report on the online "adult content" industry estimating $750 million to $1 billion in annual revenue. As an unsourced aside, the Forrester study speculated on an industry-wide aggregate figure of $8–10 billion, which was repeated out of context in many news stories,[38] after being published in Eric Schlosser[image: External link]'s book on the American black market[image: External link].[39] Studies in 2001 put the total (including video, pay-per-view, Internet and magazines) between $2.6 billion and $3.9 billion.[5]

As of 2014, the porn industry was believed to bring in more than $13 billion on a yearly basis in the United States.[40]

CNBC[image: External link] has estimated that pornography was a $13 billion industry in the USA, with $3,075 being spent on porn every second and a new porn video being produced every 39 minutes.[41]

A significant amount of pornographic video is shot in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link], which has been a pioneering region for producing adult films since the 1970s, and has since become home for various models, actors/actresses, production companies, and other assorted businesses involved in the production and distribution of pornography.

The pornography industry has been considered influential in deciding format wars[image: External link] in media, including being a factor in the VHS[image: External link] vs. Betamax[image: External link] format war (the videotape format war[image: External link])[42][43] and in the Blu-ray[image: External link] vs. HD DVD[image: External link] format war (the high-def format war[image: External link]).[42][43][44]
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In addition to the porn industry, there is a large amount of non-commercial pornography. This should be distinguished from commercial pornography falsely marketed as featuring "amateurs".
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Pornographers have taken advantage of each technological advance in the production and distribution of pornography. They have used lithographs, the printing press, and photography. Pornography is considered a driving force in the development of technologies from the printing press[image: External link], through photography[image: External link] (still and motion), to satellite TV[image: External link], other forms of video, and the Internet[image: External link]. With the invention of tiny cameras[image: External link] and wireless equipments voyeur pornography[image: External link] is gaining ground.[45][46] Mobile cameras[image: External link] are used to capture pornographic photos or videos, and forwarded as MMS[image: External link], a practice known as sexting[image: External link].
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 Computer-generated images and manipulations



Digital manipulation requires the use of source photographs, but some pornography is produced without human actors at all. The idea of completely computer-generated[image: External link] pornography was conceived very early as one of the most obvious areas of application for computer graphics and 3D rendering.

Until the late 1990s, digitally manipulated pornography could not be produced cost-effectively. In the early 2000s, it became a growing segment, as the modelling and animation software matured and the rendering capabilities of computers improved. As of 2004, computer-generated pornography depicting situations involving children and sex with fictional characters[image: External link], such as Lara Croft[image: External link], is already produced on a limited scale. The October 2004 issue of Playboy[image: External link] featured topless pictures of the title character from the BloodRayne[image: External link] video game.[47]
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 3D pornography



Due to the popularity of 3D blockbusters in theaters such as Avatar[image: External link] and How to Train Your Dragon[image: External link], companies are now looking to shoot pornography movies in 3D. The first case of this occurred in Hong Kong[image: External link], when a group of filmmakers filmed 3D Sex and Zen: Extreme Ecstasy[image: External link] released in April 2011.[48][49]
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 Production and distribution by region



The production[image: External link] and distribution[image: External link] of pornography are economic activities of some importance. The exact size of the economy of pornography and the influence that it has in political circles are matters of controversy.

In the United States, the sex film industry is centered in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link] of Los Angeles[image: External link]. In Europe, Budapest[image: External link] is regarded as the industry center.[50][51][52]

Piracy, the illegal copying and distribution, of adult material is of great concern to the industry,[53] the subject of litigation, and formalized anti-piracy efforts.[54][55]

[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Study and analysis
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Research concerning the effects of pornography is concerned with multiple outcomes.[56] Such research includes potential influences on rape, domestic violence[image: External link], sexual dysfunction[image: External link], difficulties with sexual relationships[image: External link], and child sexual abuse[image: External link]. Viewers of novel and extreme pornographic images may become tolerant[image: External link] to such images, which may impact sexual response.[56] Currently, there is no evidence that visual images and films are addictive.[57] Several studies conclude the liberalization of porn in society may be associated with decreased rape and sexual violence rates, while others suggest no effect, or are inconclusive.[58][59][60][61][62][63][64]
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 Statistics



More than 70% of male internet users from 18 to 34 visit a pornographic site in a typical month.[65] A 2009 study published in the Journal of Economic Perspectives found that Utah[image: External link] was the largest consumer of paid internet pornography per capita in the United States.[66]
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The legal status of pornography varies widely from country to country. Most countries allow at least some form of pornography. In some countries, softcore pornography is considered tame enough to be sold in general stores or to be shown on TV. Hardcore pornography, on the other hand, is usually regulated. The production and sale, and to a slightly lesser degree the possession, of child pornography[image: External link] is illegal in almost all countries, and some countries have restrictions on pornography depicting violence (see, for example, rape pornography[image: External link]) or animal pornography[image: External link], or both.

Most countries attempt to restrict minors' access to hardcore materials, limiting availability to sex shops[image: External link], mail-order, and television channels that parents can restrict, among other means. There is usually an age minimum for entrance to pornographic stores, or the materials are displayed partly covered or not displayed at all. More generally, disseminating pornography to a minor[image: External link] is often illegal. Many of these efforts have been rendered practically irrelevant by widely available Internet pornography[image: External link]. A failed US law[image: External link] would have made these same restrictions apply to the internet.

In the United States, a person receiving unwanted commercial mail[image: External link] he or she deems pornographic (or otherwise offensive) may obtain a Prohibitory Order[image: External link], either against all mail from a particular sender, or against all sexually explicit mail, by applying to the United States Postal Service[image: External link]. There are recurring urban legends[image: External link] of snuff movies[image: External link], in which murders are filmed for pornographic purposes. Despite extensive work to ascertain the truth of these rumors, law enforcement officials have been unable to find any such works.

Some people, including pornography producer Larry Flynt[image: External link] and the writer Salman Rushdie[image: External link],[67] have argued that pornography is vital to freedom and that a free and civilized society should be judged by its willingness to accept pornography.

The UK government has criminalized possession of what it terms "extreme pornography[image: External link]" following the highly publicized murder[image: External link] of Jane Longhurst[image: External link].

Child pornography[image: External link] is illegal in most countries, with a person most commonly being a child until the age of 18 (though the age does vary). In those countries, any film or photo with a child subject in a sexual act is considered pornography and illegal.

Pornography can infringe into basic human rights[image: External link] of those involved, especially when consent was not obtained. For example, revenge porn[image: External link] is a phenomenon where disgruntled sexual partners release images or video footage of intimate sexual activity, usually on the internet.[68] In many countries there has been a demand to make such activities specifically illegal carrying higher punishments than mere breach of privacy or image rights, or circulation of prurient material.[69][70] As a result, some jurisdictions have enacted specific laws against "revenge porn".[71]
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 What is not pornography



In the U.S., a July 2014 criminal case decision in Massachusetts[image: External link] (COMMONWEALTH v. John REX.)[72] made a legal determination of what was not to be considered "pornography" and in this particular case "child pornography".[73] It was determined that photographs of naked children that were from sources such as National Geographic[image: External link] magazine, a sociology textbook, and a nudist catalog were not considered pornography in Massachusetts even while in the possession of a convicted and (at the time) incarcerated sex offender[image: External link].[73]
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 Copyright status



In the United States, some courts have applied US copyright[image: External link] protection to pornographic materials.[74][75] Although the first US copyright law specifically did not cover obscene materials, the provision was removed subsequently.[ when?[image: External link]] Most pornographic works are theoretically work for hire[image: External link] meaning pornographic models do not receive statutory royalties for their performances. Of particular difficulty is the changing community attitudes of what is considered obscene, meaning that works could slip into and out of copyright protection based upon the prevailing standards of decency. This was not an issue with the copyright law up until 1972 when copyright protection required registration. When the law was changed to make copyright protection automatic, and for the life of the author.

Some courts have held that copyright protection effectively applies to works, whether they are obscene or not,[76] but not all courts have ruled the same way.[77] The copyright protection rights of pornography in the United States has again been challenged as late as February 2012.[74][78]
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 Views on pornography



Views and opinions of pornography come in a variety of forms and from a diversity of demographics and societal groups. Opposition of the subject generally, though not exclusively,[79] comes from three main sources: law[image: External link], feminism[image: External link] and religion[image: External link].
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Many feminists[image: External link], including Andrea Dworkin[image: External link] and Catharine MacKinnon[image: External link], argue that all pornography is demeaning to women or that it contributes to violence against women[image: External link], both in its production and in its consumption. The production of pornography, they argue, entails the physical, psychological, or economic coercion of the women who perform in it, and where they argue that the abuse and exploitation of women is rampant; in its consumption, they charge that pornography eroticizes the domination, humiliation and coercion of women, and reinforces sexual and cultural attitudes that are complicit in rape and sexual harassment[image: External link].[80][81][82] They charge that pornography presents a severely distorted image of sexual relations, and reinforces sex myths; that it always shows women as readily available and desiring to engage in sex at any time, with any man, on men's terms, always responding positively to any advances men make.[83] They argue that because pornography often shows women enjoying and desiring to be violently attacked by men, saying "no" when they actually want sex, fighting back but then ending up enjoying the act – this can affect the public understanding of legal issues such as consent[image: External link] to sexual relations.[84]

In contrast to these objections, other feminist[image: External link] scholars argue that the lesbian feminist movement in the 1980s was good for women in the porn industry.[85] As more women entered the developmental side of the industry, this allowed women to gear porn more towards women because they knew what women wanted, both for actresses and the audience.[85] This is believed to be a good thing because for such a long time, the porn industry has been directed by men for men.[85] This also sparked the arrival of making lesbian porn for lesbians instead of men.[85]

Furthermore, many feminists argue that the advent of VCR and consumer video allowed for the possibility of feminist pornography.[86] Consumer video made it possible for the distribution and consumption of video pornography to locate women as legitimate consumers of pornography. Tristan Taormino says that feminist porn is "all about creating a fair working environment and empowering everyone involved."[87] Feminist porn directors are interested in challenging representations of men and women, as well as providing sexually-empowering imagery that features many kinds of bodies.[88]

In a 1995 essay for The New Yorker, writer Susan Faludi[image: External link] argued that porn was one of the few industries where women enjoy a power advantage in the workplace. “’Actresses have the power,’ Alec Metro, one of the men in line, ruefully noted of the X-rated industry. A former firefighter who claimed to have lost a bid for a job to affirmative action, Metro was already divining that porn might not be the ideal career choice for escaping the forces of what he called ‘reverse discrimination.’ Female performers can often dictate which male actors they will and will not work with. ‘They make more money than us.’ Porn – at least, porn produced for a heterosexual audience – is one of the few contemporary occupations where the pay gap operates in women’s favor; the average actress makes fifty to a hundred per cent more money than her male counterpart. But then she is the object of desire; he is merely her appendage, the object of the object.”[89]

[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Religious views



Religious organizations have been important in bringing about political action against pornography.[90] In the United States, religious beliefs affect the formation of political beliefs that concern pornography.[91]
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 See also





	Adult movie theater[image: External link]

	Adult video arcade[image: External link]

	Cartoon pornography[image: External link]

	Erotic literature

	Erotica[image: External link]

	Golden Age of Porn[image: External link]

	Hentai[image: External link]

	History of erotic photography[image: External link]

	Internet pornography[image: External link]

	Mormon pornography[image: External link]

	Sex in advertising[image: External link]

	Sex-positive feminism[image: External link]

	Sex worker[image: External link]

	Pornographic film actor





	Women's erotica[image: External link]

	X rating[image: External link], sometimes referred to as "XXX"
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 Government and legislation




	Antipornography Civil Rights Ordinance[image: External link]

	Meese Report[image: External link], 1986 U.S. Attorney General's Commission on Pornography

	President's Commission on Obscenity and Pornography[image: External link], 1969, United States

	Stanley v. Georgia[image: External link], U.S. Supreme Court case that established a right to pornography

	Williams Committee[image: External link], 1979 U.K. Committee on Obscenity and Film Censorship
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 Lists




	List of authors of erotic works[image: External link]

	List of pornographic book publishers[image: External link]

	List of pornographic film studios[image: External link]

	List of pornographic magazines[image: External link]

	Lists of pornographic actors[image: External link]
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Limassol





Limassol (/'lImesal /[image: External link]; Greek[image: External link]: Λεμεσός [lemeˈsos][image: External link]; Turkish[image: External link]: Limasol or Leymosun; Armenian[image: External link]: Լիմասոլ) is a city on the southern coast of Cyprus and capital of the eponymous district[image: External link]. Limassol is the second largest urban area in Cyprus, with an urban population of 160,000–176,700.[1][2][3] Limassol has been ranked by TripAdvisor[image: External link] as the 3rd up-and-coming destination in the world, in its Top 10 Traveler’s Choice Destinations on the Rise.[4][5] The city is also ranked 87th worldwide in Mercer's Quality of Living Survey[image: External link] (2015).[6]
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 History



Limassol was built between two ancient cities, Amathus and Kourion, and during Byzantine[image: External link] rule it was known as Neapolis (new town). Limassol's historical centre is located around its medieval Limassol Castle[image: External link] and the Old Port. Today the city spreads along the Mediterranean[image: External link] coast and has extended much farther than the castle and port, with its suburbs stretching along the coast to Amathus. To the west of the city is the Akrotiri Area of the British Overseas Territory[image: External link] of Akrotiri and Dhekelia[image: External link].
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 Ancient



The city of Limassol is situated between the ancient cities of Amathus[image: External link] and Kourion (Curium)[image: External link]. Limassol was probably built after Amathus had been ruined. However, the town of Limassol has been inhabited since very ancient times[image: External link]. Graves found there date back to 2000 BC and others date back to the 8th and 4th centuries BC. These few remains show that a small colonisation must have existed which did not manage to develop and flourish. Ancient writers mention nothing about the foundation of the town. In 85 BC, Armenian emperor Tigranes the Great[image: External link] ( Armenian[image: External link]: Տիգրան Մեծ Tigran Mets; Greek[image: External link]: Τιγράνης ὁ Μέγας Tigránes ho Mégas) had reached Limassol in order to establish security and protection of local Greek allies against Rome in a result followed by his conquest of Syria, Lebanon and Anatolia.

According to the Council of Chalcedon[image: External link] which took place in 451, the local bishop as well as the bishops of Amathus and Arsinoe were involved in the foundation of the city, which would be known by the names of Theodosiana and Neapolis.[7] Bishop Leontios of Neapolis[image: External link] was an important church writer in the 7th century. The records of the 7th Synod (787) refer to it as the bishop’s see. The town was known as Lemesos in the 10th century.
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 Medieval



The history of Limassol is largely known by the events associated with the Third Crusade[image: External link]. The king of England, Richard the Lionheart[image: External link], was travelling to the Holy Land[image: External link] in 1191.[8] His fiancée Berengaria and his sister Joan (Queen of Sicily), were also travelling on a different ship. Because of a storm, the ship with the queens arrived in Limassol.[8] Isaac Komnenos[image: External link], the renegade Byzantine Greek governor of Cyprus invited the queens ashore, with the intention of holding them to ransom, but they refused. So he refused them fresh water and they had to put out to sea again or yield to capture. When Richard arrived in Limassol and met Isaac Komnenos, he asked him to contribute to the crusade for the liberation of the Holy Land[image: External link].[8] While at the beginning Isaac had accepted, he later on refused to give any help. Richard then chased him and finally arrested him; the entire island was therefore taken over by the Anglo-Normans[image: External link], bringing the long Byzantine dominion of Cyprus to an end.[9] Richard celebrated his marriage with Berengaria who had received the crown as queen of England in Cyprus. Richard destroyed Amathus and the inhabitants were transferred to Limassol.[8]

A year later, in AD 1192, Cyprus was sold for the sum of 100,000 bezants to the Templars[image: External link], rich monks and soldiers whose aim was the protection of the Holy Sepulchre[image: External link] in Jerusalem.[8] The knights enforced high taxes, in order to get back the money that had been given for the purchase of Cyprus. This led to the revolt of the Cypriots, who wished to get rid of the bond of the promise. Richard accepted their request and a new purchaser was found: Guy de Lusignan[image: External link], a Roman Catholic[image: External link] from Poitou[image: External link]. Cyprus was therefore handed over to the French dynasty of the house of Lusignan[image: External link], thus establishing the medieval Kingdom of Cyprus[image: External link].

For a period of about three centuries 1192–1489, Limassol enjoyed remarkable prosperity. Cyprus was characterised by its great number of Latin bishops. This lasted until the occupation of Cyprus by the Ottomans[image: External link] in AD 1570. Latin battalions which established monasteries were settled down there. The settlement of merchants in Cyprus and particularly in Limassol in the 13th century led to the financial welfare of its inhabitants. Its harbour as a centre of transportation and commerce, contributed greatly to the financial and cultural development[image: External link].
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 Venetian rule



Cyprus was sold in 1489 to Venice[image: External link] by the Cypriot Queen Catherine Cornaro[image: External link].[10] The Venetians[image: External link] did not have Cyprus' best interest at heart, they were only interested in receiving the taxes and in exploiting the country’s resources. The Venetians strengthened the Castle of Limassol[image: External link].
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 Under the Ottoman Empire



The Ottoman Empire[image: External link] invaded Cyprus[image: External link] in 1570–1571 and occupied it.[11][12] Limassol was conquered in July 1570 without any resistance. Descriptions from various visitors describe the town of Limassol like a village with a significant population. [source?] The Christians[image: External link] used to live in small houses with such low doorways, that one had to bend in order to enter.

Some neighbourhoods, mostly to the east of the city were predominantly Greek, to the west predominantly Turkish with an evenly mixed area around the castle. The church played an important role in the education of Greeks during the years 1754–1821. During those years new schools were set up in all the towns. Greek intellectuals used to teach Greek history[image: External link], Turkish and French. The following schools operated in the town of Limassol:


	The Greek School which was established in 1819.

	The first public school which was established in 1841.

	The Girls’ School which was established in 1861.



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 British Colonial administration



The British[image: External link] took over in Cyprus in 1878. The first British governor of Limassol was Colonel Warren.[13] He showed a particular interest in Limassol and even from the very first days the condition of the town showed an improvement. The roads were cleaned, the animals were removed from the centre, roads were fixed, trees were planted and docks were constructed for the loading and unloading of those ships that were anchored off-shore. Lanterns for the lighting of the central areas were also installed in the 1880. In 1912, electricity replaced the old lanterns.[13]

From the very first years of the British occupation, a post office[image: External link], a telegraph office and a hospital began to operate.[13] In 1880 the first printing press[image: External link] started working. It was in this printing press that the newspapers Alithia and Anagennisis were published in 1897. The newspaper Salpinx was published at the same time.

At the end of the 19th century the very first hotels began to operate. Among these were Europe and Amathus.

These changes that the British brought about contributed to the development of an intellectual and artistic life. Schools, theatres, clubs, art galleries[image: External link], music halls[image: External link], sport societies, football clubs[image: External link] etc. were all set up and meant a great deal to the cultural life of Limassol.
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 Politics and government



The first Marxist[image: External link] groups in Cyprus formed in Limassol in the early 1920s; in 1926, the Communist party[image: External link] of Cyprus was formed in the city. Its successor, AKEL[image: External link], has dominated municipal elections since the first free elections in 1943, won by Ploutis Servas[image: External link].

The European People's Party[image: External link] held an extraordinary party summit in Limassol in 2013. The list of participants in the summit included European Council[image: External link] members, government representatives, European Commission[image: External link] representatives, opposition members and leaders, and European Parliament[image: External link] representatives. The summit's agenda included topics such as the EU's multi-annual financial framework for the period 2014–2020 and the preparation for the 2014 European elections.[14] Notably, Andreas Christou[image: External link], a Progressive Party of Working People[image: External link] member, was re-elected mayor of Limassol in December 2011 to serve his second five-year term.
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 Education



There are over a hundred educational institutions in the city. Limassol hosts Saint Mary's school, a Catholic private school open to all religions and races, as well as other private schools, such as The Grammar School Limassol, American Academy, The Heritage Private School[image: External link] and Foley's Grammar School.

In addition to the various Greek-speaking Elementary schools, Limassol is home to the Limassol Nareg Armenian school[image: External link].

Furthermore, Limassol is the base of Cyprus University of Technology[image: External link], which was established in 2004.
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 Transport



Public transport in Limassol is currently served only by buses.

Limassol is connected to the other cities in Cyprus via Intercity Buses.

International airports: Larnaca International Airport[image: External link] (situated ~50 km (31 mi) north-east from city) and Paphos International Airport[image: External link] (situated ~50 km (31 mi) north-west from city).
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 Climate



Limassol has a Subtropical[image: External link]-Mediterranean climate[image: External link] (Köppen climate classification[image: External link]: Csa)[15] with warm to hot and dry summers and very mild winters, which are separated by short springs and autumns which are generally warm and pleasant. From December to March the weather is unsettled and can be rainy and windy but you can also often expect great amounts of sunshine averaging around 6 hours a day. During this season there are a few days when the daytime highs might not exceed 12 °C (54 °F) and the night time lows might be as low as 2 °C (36 °F) but usually the temperature ranges from 16 °C (61 °F) to 20 °C (68 °F) in the day and from 7 °C (45 °F) to 12 °C (54 °F) in the night.

Rain tends to be heavy this time of the year and thunderstorms occur often though they usually do not last for a long time. Snow in Limassol is a very rare occurrence and usually falls mixed with rain every 7–13 years. In recent years, snow mixed with rain fell in February 2004, in January 2008 and in February 2012. In spring – March the weather is mild to warm and pleasant. It is sunny almost every day and the temperatures are around 19–20 °C (66–68 °F) in the day and 9 °C (48 °F) in the night. Rain showers and thunderstorms are common especially in late March and April. Sometimes during the spring dust comes from the Sahara[image: External link] desert which affects badly the visibility of the city. Summer for Limassol is the longest season of the year, lasts about eight months, that begins in April and finishes in November. At this time of the year the weather is sunny every day and rain is rare. The temperatures range between 19 °C (66 °F) to 30 °C (86 °F) in June and September and 22 °C (72 °F) to 40 °C (104 °F) in July and August. In June sea mist can sometimes occur usually resolves early in the mornings. Autumn is warm and usually sunny. It begins in the end of November and in December. During this period of the year expect temperatures from as low as 12 °C (54 °F) and as high as 20 °C (68 °F).

This season the weather differs from year to year and it can be very wet with violent thunderstorms sometimes (October 2009; rainfall of around 90 mm (3.5 in)) or very dry (October 2007; rainfall of 2-5mm). Finally Limassol receives around 410 mm (16.1 in) of rain each year but this varies from year to year and sometimes droughts do occur (every 3–5 years). The rainy season 2009–2010 was a wet one with precipitation being as high as 515 mm (20.3 in) in some areas whilst the rainy season of 2007–2008 was dry with only 300 mm (11.8 in) of rain. Hail is rare and usually falls between October–April.




	Average sea temperature



	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	17.8 °C

(64.0 °F)
	17.0 °C

(62.6 °F)
	17.3 °C

(63.1 °F)
	18.1 °C

(64.6 °F)
	20.8 °C

(69.4 °F)
	24.4 °C

(75.9 °F)
	27.2 °C

(81.0 °F)
	28.0 °C

(82.4 °F)
	27.2 °C

(81.0 °F)
	25.2 °C

(77.4 °F)
	22.1 °C

(71.8 °F)
	19.6 °C

(67.3 °F)
	22.0 °C

(71.6 °F)






	Climate data for Limassol 1991–2005



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °C (°F)
	25

(77)
	28

(82)
	28

(82)
	32

(90)
	34

(94)
	37

(99)
	39

(103)
	36

(97)
	36

(97)
	34

(93)
	30

(86)
	28

(82)
	39

(103)



	Average high °C (°F)
	17.6

(63.7)
	17.8

(64)
	20.0

(68)
	22.9

(73.2)
	26.9

(80.4)
	30.8

(87.4)
	33.2

(91.8)
	33.3

(91.9)
	31.3

(88.3)
	28.6

(83.5)
	23.5

(74.3)
	18.9

(66)
	25.4

(77.71)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	13.2

(55.8)
	13.5

(56.3)
	15.2

(59.4)
	18.0

(64.4)
	21.8

(71.2)
	25.5

(77.9)
	27.8

(82)
	28.0

(82.4)
	26.0

(78.8)
	23.2

(73.8)
	18.5

(65.3)
	14.5

(58.1)
	20.43

(68.78)



	Average low °C (°F)
	8.8

(47.8)
	8.5

(47.3)
	10.4

(50.7)
	13.1

(55.6)
	16.7

(62.1)
	20.1

(68.2)
	22.4

(72.3)
	22.7

(72.9)
	20.6

(69.1)
	17.7

(63.9)
	13.5

(56.3)
	10.1

(50.2)
	15.38

(59.7)



	Record low °C (°F)
	0

(32)
	0

(32)
	3

(38)
	7

(45)
	10

(50)
	14

(57)
	17

(63)
	18

(64)
	14

(57)
	12

(53)
	4

(39)
	1

(33)
	0

(32)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	86.7

(3.413)
	66.9

(2.634)
	35.8

(1.409)
	18.4

(0.724)
	05.1

(0.201)
	01.4

(0.055)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	02.9

(0.114)
	13.1

(0.516)
	77.5

(3.051)
	99.7

(3.925)
	407.5

(16.043)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 1 mm)
	9.3
	7.1
	5.6
	3.3
	1.1
	0.2
	0.0
	0.0
	0.3
	1.9
	5.5
	8.8
	43.1



	Source: Meteorological Service (Cyprus)[17]






	Climate data for Limassol



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Average high °C (°F)
	16.7

(62.1)
	17.1

(62.8)
	18.9

(66)
	22.2

(72)
	26.1

(79)
	29.9

(85.8)
	32.1

(89.8)
	32.6

(90.7)
	30.4

(86.7)
	27.2

(81)
	23.0

(73.4)
	18.5

(65.3)
	24.56

(76.22)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	12.1

(53.8)
	12.1

(53.8)
	13.6

(56.5)
	16.3

(61.3)
	20.1

(68.2)
	23.8

(74.8)
	25.8

(78.4)
	26.3

(79.3)
	24.1

(75.4)
	21.4

(70.5)
	17.6

(63.7)
	13.7

(56.7)
	18.91

(66.03)



	Average low °C (°F)
	7.4

(45.3)
	7.0

(44.6)
	8.2

(46.8)
	10.4

(50.7)
	14.0

(57.2)
	17.6

(63.7)
	19.5

(67.1)
	19.9

(67.8)
	17.8

(64)
	15.5

(59.9)
	12.2

(54)
	8.8

(47.8)
	13.19

(55.74)



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	95

(3.74)
	71

(2.8)
	48

(1.89)
	20

(0.79)
	8

(0.31)
	2

(0.08)
	1

(0.04)
	0

(0)
	2

(0.08)
	26

(1.02)
	48

(1.89)
	104

(4.09)
	425

(16.73)



	Source: Climate-Data.org[18]
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 Economy



The development of tourism[image: External link] in Limassol began after 1974 when the Famagusta[image: External link] and Kyrenia[image: External link], the principal tourist resorts of Cyprus, were occupied in the Turkish invasion of Cyprus[image: External link], after which they became a part of the illegally occupied part of Cyprus. Limassol has a lot of beaches, suitable for sunbathing and swimming. A bathing beach with all the necessary facilities, provided by the Cyprus Tourism Organisation[image: External link] (CTO), is operating in the town of Limassol, in Dasoudi area.

Limassol became the major sea port[image: External link] of the Republic of Cyprus in 1974. Before 1974, that role had been filled by Famagusta[image: External link], which is now located in the Northern Cyprus, which is not recognised as a legal port by any country except Turkey.

Limassol is the base for many of the island's wine[image: External link] companies, serving the wine-growing regions on the southern slopes of the Troodos Mountains[image: External link] including Commandaria[image: External link]. Companies include KEO[image: External link], LOEL, SODAP and ETKO. Wines and cognacs (brandies) that are produced by the grapes here have won several awards in international exhibitions.[citation needed[image: External link]] There is a considerable consumption of wine products in Cyprus by the locals and the foreign visitors. Big quantities are exported to Europe.

The town of Limassol is the biggest industrial centre of the province. There are about 350 industrial units[image: External link] with 90 industry wares. These industries concern dressmaking, furniture, shoes, drinks, food, prints, metal industry, electric devices, plastic wares as well as many other different industries.

Limassol is an important trade centre of Cyprus. This is due to the presence of the UK sovereign base[image: External link] at Episkopi and Akrotiri[image: External link]














	The medieval castle[image: External link] is one of the ten castles of Cyprus[image: External link]. It was built by the Byzantines[image: External link] around 1000 AD. Around the same period, a chapel was also built there. Richard the Lionheart[image: External link] is supposed to have married his fiancée Princess Berengaria of Navarre[image: External link] on this site after her ship was grounded nearby in 1191 as she accompanied him to the Third Crusade[image: External link], on his way to Holy Land[image: External link]. The Castle was used as a prison between 1790 and 1940 and it now serves as a medieval museum. The collection that the museum provides covers the era of 400 – 1870 AD. A visitor can see numerous exhibits: cannons, wood carvings[image: External link] of the 17th and 18th century, paintings and tombstones, statues, suits of armour, coins, terracotta, metalware and pottery, glass and marble articrafts.

	The Archaeological Museum provides a very interesting collection of antiquities found in the district of Limassol, dating from the Neolithic Age[image: External link] to the Roman period[image: External link]. Some of the archaeological discoveries are: Stone axes of the Neolithic and Chalcolithic[image: External link] period, potteries and objects of the ancient cities of Curium and Amathus, as well as Roman terracottas, gold jewellery, coins, sculptures, columns, vases, earrings, rings, necklaces, marble statues etc.

	The Folk Art[image: External link] Museum is beautifully preserved old house which provides a very interesting collection of Cypriot Folk Art of the last two centuries. Objects in the collection include: national costumes, tapestry, embroidery, wooden chests, waistcoats, men’s jackets, necklaces, a variety of light clothes, town costumes, country tools etc. The museum was established in 1985. More than 500 exhibits are housed in its six rooms. The museum was awarded the Europa Nostra[image: External link] prize in 1989. Here, the visitor can study Cypriot culture through the hand-made exhibits.

	Public Garden is situated on the coastal road. It provides a great variety of vegetation: eucalyptus trees, pine trees[image: External link] and cypresses. In this beautiful environment the citizens of Limassol and many visitors can walk around and enjoy themselves. Inside the garden, there is a small zoo. There, the visitor can see deer, moufflons[image: External link], ostriches[image: External link], pheasants[image: External link], tigers, lions, monkeys, vultures[image: External link], pelicans and other animals and different kinds of birds. Not far from the zoo there is the small natural history museum[image: External link] and the garden theatre that is reconstructed to host famous international groups.

	A series of public sculptures commissioned by the Limassol Municipality, can be found on the reclamation (now Twin Cities park), spanning one mile (1.6 kilometres) of seafront reclaimed land[image: External link]. The sculptures were created by Costas Dikefalos[image: External link], Thodoros Papayiannis[image: External link], Vassilis Vassili[image: External link] and Kyriakos Rokos[image: External link] from Greece, and Helene Black[image: External link] from Cyprus.

	Towers of Limassol BBC Relay[image: External link], a powerful mediumwave transmitter.





















	

	Nanjing[image: External link] in China[image: External link][23]

	Alexandria[image: External link] in Egypt[image: External link][23]

	Marseille[image: External link] in France[image: External link][23]

	Niederkassel[image: External link] in Germany[image: External link][23]




	
	

	Heraklion[image: External link] in Crete[image: External link], Greece[23]

	Patras[image: External link] in Greece[23][24]

	Rhodes[image: External link] in Greece[image: External link][23]

	Thessaloniki[image: External link] in Greece[image: External link][25]{[23][26]




	
	

	Ioannina[image: External link] in Greece[image: External link][23]

	Zakynthos[image: External link] in Greece[image: External link][23][25]

	Haifa[image: External link] in Israel[image: External link] (since 2000)[23][27]










	Costas Philippou[image: External link], UFC middleweight contender

	Adamos Adamou[image: External link], member of European Parliament

	Nicos Anastasiades[image: External link], President of the Republic of Cyprus

	Mustafa Akıncı[image: External link], President of Northern Cyprus [No such country exists?]

	Marcos Baghdatis[image: External link], tennis player

	Helene Black[image: External link], artist and curator

	Michael Cacoyannis[image: External link], film director

	Stelios Haji-Ioannou[image: External link], entrepreneur

	Spyros Kyprianou[image: External link], former president

	Markos Kyprianou[image: External link], politician

	Ahmet Mithat Berberoğlu[image: External link], politician

	Solon Michaelides[image: External link], composer and musicologist

	Sotiris Moustakas[image: External link], actor

	Leontios of Neapolis[image: External link], early medieval bishop and author

	Linda Papadopoulos[image: External link], psychologist

	Theo Paphitis[image: External link], entrepreneur

	Ioannis Phrangoudis[image: External link], Olympic medalist

	Stelarc[image: External link], artist

	Marios Tokas[image: External link], composer

	Pavlos Kontides[image: External link], Olympic medalist

	George Achilleos[image: External link], Olympic Winner, Champion skeet shooter





	Limassol District[image: External link]

	Cyprus University of Technology[image: External link]

	Amathus[image: External link]

	Kourion[image: External link]

	Knights Templar[image: External link]

	Limassol is also the title of a song by Maxïmo Park[image: External link] from the album A Certain Trigger[image: External link].

	Limassol is the title of a 2010 novel by Israeli writer Yishai Sarid[image: External link], published in English by Europa Editions.
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	Limassol Municipality[image: External link]
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