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What people Are Saying About

Lavender Witchcraft

Extremely solid debut from Sam Wise that adds flavor & glitter to even the most well-rehearsed magical rituals. I absolutely loved it and you will too!

Cassandra Snow, editor of Tarot in Other Words and author of Queering Your Craft and Queering the Tarot

My first impression of this book was that I had stepped into a safe, welcoming space that was inclusive for all. Sam Wise, the author, makes some great points about the dearth of resources for fully queer-friendly spirituality and paganism, which is one of the reasons this book is such an essential read. Sam then lays the foundation with some queer history, showing that a lot of today’s challenges aren’t new at all — as too many members of the queer community know. From simple ways to bring queer energy into your working to understanding the roles of queer magic practitioners throughout history, this book is packed with methods for embracing magic and divinity without indulging heteronormative practices or beliefs.

I love the exploration of liminality as a crossover point between witchcraft and queer being. Witches are on the edge of things as are queer people, both experiencing “othering.” As a queer, autistic witch, I relate to this deeply. As Sam says in the introduction, the metaphorical table everyone wants to be at needs to be bigger so more people can sit and be welcomed. This book takes an important step toward that goal, with one critical aspect being its secular nature; this witchcraft is not faith or path-specific, but describes practices anyone can enact. Truly, this volume has been an inspiration to embrace my own identity more firmly and hold safe space for those who need it, however they identify or experience love — or magic.

Mabh Savage, author of Practically Pagan: An Alternative Guide to Planet-Friendly Living and The Magic of Birds

Sam Wise’s Lavender Witchcraft serves as a helpful introduction for anyone first embarking on a Witchcraft path, or for those already established upon it who seek examples of how modern Witchcraft can be practiced outside of binary frameworks. This is something that is of benefit to all, regardless one’s own identity. Wise’s book is a breath of fresh air for readers within the LGBTQ+ community who yearn for a practice that is inclusive and cognizant of our sacred place in modern witchcraft and how our identities are reflected in the magical natural world around us. This book is also valuable for those outside of the LGBTQ+ community, highlighting important considerations that anyone in an intentionally inclusive community should be aware of. Sam Wise’s Lavender Witchcraft is a very welcome addition to the Moon Books collection.

Olivia Church PhD, author of Pagan Portals Isis, Sekhmet, and Osiris

This volume is both an approachable introduction to queer Witchcraft and a love letter to queer Witches. As a queer Witch myself, I found myself affirmed throughout the book, and I also found myself thinking about new ways to continue queering my own practice. Sam Wise gives readers a little taste of everything — from recipes to astrology info to personal stories — and definitely whets the appetite for more exploration of the queerness of Witchcraft and the Witchiness of queerness.

Susan Harper, author of Pagan Portals - Feminist Witchcraft





[image: image]





[image: image]





[image: image]

First published by Moon Books, 2026

Moon Books is an imprint of Collective Ink Ltd.,

Unit 11, Shepperton House, 89 Shepperton Road, London, N1 3DF

office@collectiveinkbooks.com

www.collectiveinkbooks.com

www.moon-books.net

For distributor details and how to order please visit the ‘Ordering’ section on our website.

Text copyright: Sam Wise 2025

ISBN: 978 1 917704 89 2

978 1 917704 88 5 (ebook)

Library of Congress Control Number: 2025939645

All rights reserved. Except for brief quotations in critical articles or reviews, no part of this book may be reproduced in any manner without prior written permission from the publishers.
 
The rights of Sam Wise as editor have been asserted in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.
 
A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.
 
Design: Lapiz Digital Services

UK: Printed and bound by CPI Group (UK) Ltd, Croydon, CR0 4YY

US: Printed and bound by Thomson-Shore, 7300 West Joy Road, Dexter, MI 48130

No part of this book may be used for AI training.

The manufacturer’s authorised representative in the EU for product safety is: eucomply OÜ – Pärnu mnt 139b-14, 11317 Tallinn, Estonia, hello@eucompliancepartner.com, www.eucompliancepartner.com

We operate a distinctive and ethical publishing philosophy in all areas of our business, from our global network of authors to production and worldwide distribution.





Contents

Acknowledgements

Introduction

Chapter 1 Queerness and Liminality

Chapter 2 A History of Queer Witchcraft

Chapter 3 Queering the Elements

Chapter 4 Queering the Planets

Chapter 5 Rooting Down with Queer Nature Magic

Chapter 6 Honoring Queer Ancestors

Chapter 7 Queering Divinity

Chapter 8 The Queer Gods

Chapter 9 A Queer Wheel of the Year

Chapter 10 Queer Magic with Secular Holidays

Conclusion

About the Author

Appendix: Queer Magic in Community

References and Bibliography





This book is dedicated to every queer or questioning young person who feels lost or alone. I see you.

I love you. I’m glad you’re here.
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Introduction

In June of 2022, I participated in my hometown’s first public Pride celebration. It was a major turning point for our little town, nestled in the foothills of Appalachia and surrounded on all sides by politicians who ran on anti-LGBTQ+ platforms. We had received vocal support from local queer organizations, but we were worried about homophobic backlash. I was even more worried about backlash than the other organizers, and with good reason: I was going to be selling my books on witchcraft and offering tarot readings at the festival after the parade.

The parade and festival went well, and I was brought to tears multiple times by the outpouring of love and support from our community. This was the same town where I had been viciously bullied for my sexuality by classmates in school, but now I saw some of those same classmates bringing their children to the festival for rainbow face-painting and drag queen story time. It was a wonderful reminder that hate is a learned behavior and that love comes much more naturally.

I was also struck by how many people sought me out for tarot readings and spiritual advice during the festival. My reading style is very conversational, and through the tarot I was able to help people in my community plan for gender transitions, process grief over recent anti-LGBTQ+ legislation in nearby Florida, and more. I heard about people’s struggles, triumphs, and fears for the future. Many of the people I did readings for asked me to recommend resources for developing their own queer-affirming spiritual practices.

At that Pride festival, while slinging cards next to an altar I had created to honor our queer ancestors, I realized how hungry my community was for safe, uplifting spiritual spaces. I was also pleasantly surprised by how many people showed an interest in witchcraft.

Many queer folks are attracted to witchcraft because of its DIY nature. There are very few rules to being a witch, and that makes it an accessible path for those of us who don’t want our spiritual practice to be burdened by other people’s biases. It’s easy to see why the very fluid, personalized nature of witchcraft is appealing to our community.

And yet, the witchy crowd is not without biases or issues. Many witches put an emphasis on divine feminine and/or divine masculine energy and use gendered associations for the elements, which can be alienating for people who don’t identify with a binary gender. An emphasis on sexual liberation and empowerment, while certainly healing for many witches, can make these spaces uncomfortable for asexual people. The toxic positivity culture that infects many spiritual spaces can add insult to injury for those of us who have been harmed by homophobia.

All too often, the burden of untangling these issues is placed on queer witches alone. We are told that this is how it has always been done, and that it is our responsibility to find ways to make it work for us. This can be exhausting, and it leads to many people giving up on finding safe, affirming spiritual communities.

In this book, I do a little of the untangling for you. My hope is that this will make it easier for other queer witches and our allies to create affirming traditions.

My goal is to show that moving away from problematic or outdated models does not take away from the power of our magic. Instead, our practice grows and flourishes as we find ways to lovingly engage with more diverse gender identities and sexualities. Instead of giving up our seat at the table, we build a bigger table so that everyone can comfortably be included.

Why Lavender Witchcraft?

Lavender (both the plant and the color) has been associated with the queer community since at least the 1920s. Before the rainbow became the universal symbol for queer pride, both lavender and the color pink were used by our queer ancestors to represent their identities and their fight for equal rights. In the 1920s, lavender began to be associated with gay men and lesbians. This association got stronger throughout the 1930s and 1940s.

When the United States government started a mass persecution of queer government employees in the 1950s, the queer community began to use lavender as a symbol of resistance and empowerment. This mass persecution has been named the Lavender Scare by modern historians who link it to the Red Scare, a persecution of suspected communists happening within the U.S. government at the same time. While the Red Scare is commonly taught as part of U.S. history, the Lavender Scare has been mostly forgotten outside the queer community.

In 1969, feminist leader Betty Friedan famously called lesbians a “lavender menace” and said that addressing queer women’s issues would undermine the feminist movement. In response, a lesbian activist group disrupted the Second Congress to Unite Women in 1970, wearing lavender T-shirts with the words Lavender Menace printed on them. The activists took over the stage and opened a discussion about homophobia in the women’s rights movement.

Even as the rainbow has become a more common symbol of queer pride, we can still see a connection between lavender and queerness in terms like “lavender marriage,” which refers to a seemingly straight marriage between two people of opposite genders, one or both of whom is secretly queer.

This book’s title, Lavender Witchcraft, honors the history of the queer community. It celebrates the way we have reclaimed the slurs and insults originally used to hurt us. It uplifts queer activism. It acknowledges that modern queer witches are part of a long lineage of queer spiritual seekers. We may be clad in rainbows, but we are standing on the shoulders of our lavender ancestors.

Lavender Magic Oil

Many queer witches, myself included, use lavender (the plant and the color) to represent queer identity in our rituals. I love working with lavender to call in queer ancestors, connect with queer deities, and celebrate my own identity.

One of my favorite ways to do this is with Lavender Magic Oil, a formula I created to help bring these energies into any spell or ritual.

To create this oil, you will need:


	One 4 ounce dropper bottle or other container.

	4 ounces of a neutral base oil like olive, jojoba, or coconut.

	40-50 drops of lavender essential oil.

	(Optional) 1 tbsp dried lavender buds. (Make sure to use dried, not fresh, because the moisture in fresh flowers can make your oil grow mold.)

	(Optional) 1 tsp purple luster dust or edible glitter.



To create this oil, start by adding the lavender essential oil to your container. If you are choosing to include the dried lavender and/or luster dust, add it now. Fill the rest of the container with your base oil and close it up. Once the container is tightly closed, gently shake it to combine the ingredients.

As you prepare the oil, focus on the way you plan to use it in your magical practice. Think about how you want to use this oil to celebrate your own identity and to call in queer energies to help you in your magic.

Accessibility Adjustment: If you are not able to mix your own oil blends, you can absolutely use a store bought product the same way in your practice. Lavender is a common scent in aromatherapy and is widely available. You can buy a lavender-scented massage oil, lotion, or bath salt and charge it with your intention to bring queer energy into your rituals.

Whom This Book Is For

This book is written for queer witches by a queer witch. This book is also intended to help allies who want to develop more welcoming practices. I use the word “queer” as an umbrella term for anyone and everyone who is not cisgender and straight. Cisgender means someone identifies with the gender they were assigned at birth. (For example, someone who was born a boy and now identifies as a man.) Straight means heterosexual – someone who is attracted only to the opposite gender. (For example, a woman attracted only to men.)

My definition of queer is intentionally very broad. I do not believe in gatekeeping. Everyone who is not cisgender and straight is welcome in my queer community. This includes transgender people, nonbinary people, asexual and aromantic people, and those who are still questioning their identity. It includes bisexual and pansexual people in straight-passing relationships. It includes people who use neopronouns (such as using xe/xem/xir instead of he/him/his or she/her/hers) and people whose identity does not fit a single label. Everyone has a place here.

I prefer to use “queer” instead of an acronym because I feel it is more inclusive. When we get hung up on acronyms, we often end up excluding some identities and/or putting pressure on people to identify with a label we approve of. We could try to add more and more letters to an acronym until all identities are included, but I find it easier to simply call ourselves the queer community. When I do use an acronym, I prefer LGBTQ+, which stands for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and more.

Allies are also an important part of our community. While I encourage allies to learn about queer topics, it’s important to keep queer lives and experiences at the center of these conversations. Instead of trying to be a spokesperson for the queer community, focus on uplifting and amplifying queer voices. Instead of trying to come in and fix things for us, ask us how you can help with the work we’re already doing.

You do not need to be an expert on queer topics to read and understand this book. I try to avoid jargon as much as possible, and I try to define social justice terms as I use them. My goal is for this book to be accessible to all queer witches and their allies, regardless of their previous knowledge.

You don’t need to be an expert on witchcraft to read this book, but you will probably get more out of it if you already have a solid understanding of the basics. This book is mostly focused on queer practices and doesn’t cover many “Witchcraft 101” topics. If you are looking for a resource to help you master the basics, you may want to check out my previous book, Witchcraft For Everyone. Other beginner books I wholeheartedly recommend include The Spiral Dance by Starhawk, A Witch’s Guide to Spellcraft by Althaea Sebastiani, and Wild Witchcraft by Rebecca Beyer.

You do not need to be any certain type of witch to read this book. This book focuses on secular witchcraft, i.e., witchcraft that is not part of any one tradition or religion, although I hope the discussions here will also be helpful for people within formal traditions looking to create more inclusive practices.

There is no right or wrong way to be queer, and there is no right or wrong way to be a witch. Below are just a few examples of what a queer witch’s daily practice might look like:



	Connecting with nature by celebrating the cycle of the seasons, honoring the full moon with sacred rituals, and working magic inside a circle.

	Reviving the folk magic traditions of their ancestors, working with crossroads dirt and animal bones to cast spells, and reading the future with playing cards.

	Doing yoga, meditating daily, and working with stones or crystals.

	Building a practice of little acts of everyday magic, like blessing their morning coffee, enchanting cleaning products for spiritual cleansing, and doing tarot readings on the train ride to work.

	Connecting with ancient gods through shrines, offerings, and rituals.

	Combining magic with activism by casting spells as performance art, holding public healing rituals for marginalized communities, and working protection magic for protesters.

	And many, many, other practices that look completely different.



If you’re anything like me, your practice probably includes a mix of all of the above. Or maybe it looks totally different from the examples on my list. Or maybe you’re just starting out in your practice and aren’t sure what it is going to look like yet. Wherever you are and whatever your practice looks like is just fine.

My goal in the following chapters is not to tell you how to practice. Instead, I want to share how I have queered my own magical practice so you can see what an inclusive practice might look like. Throughout the book, you will have opportunities to reflect on what you’ve learned and how you would like to apply it in your own life.





Chapter 1

Queerness and Liminality

Witchcraft thrives in the “in-between” and “outside” places that mainstream society often neglects. Witchcraft is the magic of individuals and small communities, not of institutions or occult societies. It is the magic of roots and dirt, blood and bone, moon and star. Witchcraft is hands-on, messy, and experimental. It is a political act. To be a witch is to be at home in liminal spaces.

Merriam-Webster lists two definitions for the word “liminal.” The first is, “of, relating to, or situated at a sensory threshold: barely perceptible or capable of eliciting a response.” The second is, “of, relating to, or being an intermediate state, phase, or condition.” The word liminal comes from the Latin limen, meaning threshold. When we are in a liminal state, we are between two things. We are both, and we are neither. This both-neither state is deeply magical.

The liminal plays a big role in witchcraft, but queer identity is also very liminal. Queerness is marked as “other” by a society centered on cisgender, straight experiences, and queer people often find themselves pushed out of mainstream spaces. Especially in places where queerness is not accepted, queer people can certainly feel like they are “barely perceptible or capable of eliciting a response.” And those of us who feel like our identities place us between traditional concepts of masculinity and femininity may find ourselves living in that magical both-neither space every day.

Queer spaces are liminal because they exist outside of the binaries of masculine/feminine. When we find ourselves unwelcome in the spaces available to us, we create our own special places between the worlds. Anyone who has attended a Pride parade or a drag show has probably noticed the electric, mystical energy in these spaces. Here, otherness is embraced and celebrated. Here, we embrace the Other as a reflection of the divine self.

Many gods, goddesses, and other divine spirits associated with the liminal also have a connection to queer communities. The Greek goddess Artemis, who is associated with lesbian love and defiance of traditional femininity, is the patroness of those who live outside of the established social order. The Norse god Loki is described with masculine pronouns, but he often appears in female form. The Fon lwa Legba and the Yoruba orisha Obatala are both masculine spirits with both male and female attributes.

Being comfortable with the liminal is an important part of witchcraft. Think about liminal spaces you encounter in your own life. What do these spaces feel like? How can you harness their magic in your practice?





Chapter 2

A History of Queer Witchcraft

For thousands of years, different cultures have connected queerness with magic. People who existed outside their culture’s gender and sexuality norms were seen as keepers of sacred power. Today, we might identify these people as transgender, nonbinary, gay, lesbian, or some other modern label, but they had their own words to define their identities.

In Europe, Africa, Asia, and North and South America, many different cultures have connected magic and the Otherworld to people living outside of gender and sexuality norms. In some cases, these people were explicitly identified as witches, sorcerers, or magicians, while in other cases they were honored as healers, spiritual leaders, or prophets.

In their article, “Men-Women, Gatekeepers, and Fairy Mounds,” Randy P. L. Conner says that, “people who leave behind traditional gender roles become bridges to the Other.” For thousands of years, this idea has been at the core of queer spirituality.

Examples of queer ancestors who acted as spiritual guardians of their cultures include:


	Ancient Mesopotamian sal-zikrum (literally “women-men,” transgender priests of the goddess Inanna).

	Ancient Roman galli (castrated priests of the goddess Cybele).

	Ancient Chinese shih fu (scholars and officials who often had same-sex relationships).

	Third gender spiritual leaders in indigenous North American communities, like the Lhamana of the Zuni nation, baté people of the Crow nation, and the kwih-doh of the Tewa nation.



Some of these queer ancestors had identities we would now classify as transgender or nonbinary, but not all of them. Many of them were associated with homosexuality or bisexuality in some way. Queer identity or, more accurately, social fears about queer people, have also informed folklore about witches and magic.

The witch as an archetype did not appear out of nowhere. Stories, art, and folklore about witches combine threads of older mythology about other, similar beings. Some of these stories go back to the very beginning of civilization. Many of these pre-witch stories are about women or feminine men who behave in ways that go against society’s expectations based on their assigned gender. In many of these stories, the witchy figure is divine or supernatural.

Some of these figures, such as the Slavic Baba Yaga, rejected feminine gender roles in ways that can be read as queer. Some scholars describe Baba Yaga’s pestle as a phallic object, giving her both male and female aspects. She lives in a hut in the woods and is said to kill and eat the men who stumble upon her home, but she is sometimes willing to help a brave, beautiful young woman. While Baba Yaga is never explicitly described as queer in Slavic folklore, it is easy to see how she is connected to negative stereotypes about queer women: she acts masculine, she hates men, and she is a “bad influence” on the young women she helps.

Queer men also play a role in shaping our ideas of witchcraft. In Iron Age Scandinavia, a vitki was a man who practiced the feminine magic known as seiðr. Men who practiced seiðr were seen as taking on a feminine social role, making them less manly. Even so, it was not uncommon for men to practice this magical art.

Heathen author and modern seiðr practitioner Cat Heath writes in her book Elves, Witches & Gods that:

regardless of who was doing seiðr, there was always the implication of sexual deviance and promiscuity … The association between magic and sexual deviance were preserved in Norwegian legal history well into the sixteenth century.

Even though seiðr was associated with sexual deviance, it was an important part of Norse society. Odin, the chief of the Norse gods, is a vitki.

When we talk about witchcraft, we’re talking about magical practices from Europe, North Africa, and West Asia. But it’s important to note that this connection between magic and gender nonconformity is also present in non-Western cultures. For example, in Yoruba mythology from West Africa, the orisha Oshun is associated with both magic and sex, and at least one legend describes her using her seductive charms on women.

This history is important for two reasons. First, it reminds us that queer people have always been here and have always been part of the history of witchcraft. Second, it can be a source of inspiration for modern queer witches as we create our own practices.





Chapter 3

Queering the Elements

In my queer, secular witchcraft practice, the two main groups of energies I work with are the elements and the planets. The elements are the forces that make up life on Earth, the building blocks of the world we live in. The planets are the forces that rule the heavens, and their movements affect our lives on Earth. These are the powers that shape the natural world.

Unlike deities or other spirits, the elements and the planets are not tied to any religion or belief system, which can make them feel safer and more approachable for those of us coming from religious trauma. Many queer people have had negative experiences with religion, and this can make it difficult to feel comfortable with anything that might be considered worship. Connecting with a god or goddess may not feel safe for someone who has been abused or oppressed in the name of someone else’s gods. Because the elements and the planets are not worshiped, and because they are forces of nature rather than human-like spirits, they can be much less intimidating to call on in a ritual or spell.

Some people do not want to include spiritual beings in their practice at all, while others might want to believe but find it difficult to let go of their skeptical mindset. For these witches, the elements and the planets are a good place to begin because they are an observable part of the natural world. Connecting with these energies can help us feel like part of something greater than ourselves and can help us appreciate the wonders of nature, whatever our spiritual or religious beliefs might be.

There is a very old idea in witchcraft that “like attracts like.” Each element and planet are associated with certain qualities and areas of life. If we want to increase or improve those areas in our lives, connecting more deeply with the associated element and/or planet can help us do that. For example, if I wanted to work on my self love, I might make an effort to connect with water, the element associated with emotions, love, and healing, and with Venus, the planet associated with love and beauty.

Modern witchcraft works with the four classical elements – earth, air, fire, and water – which were originally observed by the Ancient Greeks. Some witches also choose to work with a fifth element, called spirit or aether. The concept of aether as the fifth element was originally posed by Aristotle, and its association with the gods and the spirit dates back to Ancient Greece.

The elements are the basic building blocks of the natural world, and all of them must be present to make life possible. Take a moment to think about how each of these elements is present in your own body. Air is the element most literally present in our bodies, as we breathe it in and out all the time. Fire is in the electric impulses that fire our neurons




























	Basil (associated with love, wealth, and protection).

	Cedar (associated with healing, cleansing, and protection).

	Cinnamon (associated with success, healing, power, love, and lust) [Note that cinnamon can be a respiratory irritant. Always burn cinnamon in a well-ventilated space, preferably outdoors or in a room with open windows. Use cinnamon sparingly in your incense blends.]

	Clove (associated with protection, especially protection from gossip, and with love and money).

	Copal (associated with cleansing and love).

	Lavender (associated with love, happiness, peace, restfulness, and communication with the dead – also historically connected to the queer community).

	Nutmeg (associated with luck, physical health, and wealth).

	Pine (associated with healing, fertility, protection, cleansing, and abundance).

	Rosemary (associated with cleansing, protection, healing, exorcism, mental clarity, and love).

	Sage (associated with wisdom, the ancestors, long life, protection, and preservation). [Note that white sage, Salvia apiana, is endangered. Use common sage, Salvia officinalis, instead. They smell very similar when burned and have similar magical qualities.]




































	A vessel for your water, such as a jar or bottle.

	A pot for boiling water.

	A colander or sieve.

	3 oranges.

	1 lemon.

	1 cup food grade rose petals.

	1/2 cup dried lavender.

	5 whole cloves.

	1 cinnamon stick.

	1 Tablespoon vodka or witch hazel (as a preservative).
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