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	Introduction

Do you think it is possible to meet someone by chance, chat with them on current topics, and have the conversation become so pleasant that you invite them to dinner? Later, you realize that this person is not human but an angel! If you find my imagination a little bit overflowing, know that people like us have had such an experience and others are probably still living it today. These circumstances are not isolated in the Bible. Abraham experienced it, as did his nephew Lot and many others.

Abraham welcomed God, accompanied by two angels, into his home under the oaks of Mamre, eating, drinking, and talking with them (Genesis 18). Likewise, Lot, his nephew, welcomed two men into his home, talking, eating, and drinking with them, only to later realize that they were both angels (Genesis 19:1-16). This was the case for Gideon when he talked with the angel in his field (Judges 6:11-24). This is why the author of the Epistle to the Hebrews warns us in these terms: “Do not forget hospitality; for, in exercising it, some have entertained angels, without knowing it (Hebrews 13:2).” In the Old Testament, angelic manifestations were very common. In this text from Psalm 91:11, “For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways,” we can understand that all those who walk with God are constantly in an angelic environment.

In the Bible, four categories of angels are clearly identified—angels, cherubim, seraphim, and archangels. The word angel appears 297 times; the word seraph appears twice; cherub is mentioned 95 times; and archangel is mentioned twice. In Latin, the word angel comes from “angelus”; in ancient Greek, it comes from “ággelos;” and the Hebrew word is “mal’akh.” In all these languages, the word means “messenger.” Angels can be defined as spiritual beings endowed with extraordinary powers, fulfilling the functions of messengers of God, and having the ability to travel from the spiritual world to the physical world and from the physical world to the spiritual world. They were used by God to:


		Secure the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:24)

		Accompany and secure the people of Israel during the crossing of the desert (Exodus 14:19)

		Communicate battle strategies (Joshua 5:13-15)

		Participate in a military battle (2 Kings 19:32-35)

		Announce what was going to happen (Luke 1:13-14)

		Bring a message (Acts 10:3-6)

		Bring a plague (1 Chronicles 21:14-15)

		Perform miracles (John 5:3-4)

		Prepare food for someone (1 Kings 19:5-8)

		Motivate someone (Judges 6:12-16)

		Help a person in distress (Daniel 6:21-23)

		Protect men and women of God from danger (2 Kings 6:15-17)

		Execute God’s judgment (Revelation 15:1)



Based on the number of times they are mentioned in the Bible, we can easily deduce that angels have played an important role in the history of humanity and that they probably continue to play an important role in it. If they have had so much involvement in what is happening on earth since the Garden of Eden, would it still be the same today?

This is why everyone should study angels to understand their functioning and modus operandi. If God used them throughout most of human history—from the Garden of Eden to the establishment of the early church—it would not be surprising if He continued to use them even today since angels are his messengers. Who knows? Their activities might even be increased in this end-time period!

We have been trained mentally to see angels as winged beings dressed in white and radiant garments, endowed with exceptional beauty, at least by our standards. That’s not entirely the truth. We must take the time to study these beings in the light of the Bible, which allows us to dissect the true from the false, the reality according to the Scriptures from the fiction of cinema.

However, it must be admitted that studying angels in the Bible is not an easy job, and one can easily miss certain details. The facts about angels are scattered throughout the Bible and, therefore, it is easy to get lost. Hence, the preparation and publication of this work. Indeed, this book presents a list of all the biblical texts involving the action or intervention of an angel and provides a summary for each of them. It is, therefore, a tool that will help those who are interested in the subject, those who want to know more about angels, Bible teachers, Bible students, students of theology, including angelology, theologians, and those who want to go deeper their knowledge in the Word of God. You could thus see that the angels:


		Can appear and disappear.

		Eat, drink, and prepare food.

		Are sociable.

		Carry weapons when necessary.

		Sing and play a musical instrument.

		Do not seek to impress or attract attention.

		Do not accept worship.

		Manifest in various ways: luminous beings, human forms (mature men, young adolescents, etc.), frightening creatures, pillar of fire, burning bush, etc.

		Operate in different ways:




		Physically, where we can see them and sometimes catch a glimpse of them

		Spiritually, where only certain people can see them

		In visions and dreams, where only the people having the visions or the dreams can see them



Some facts about angels in the Bible:


		The Bible speaks of the myriads and myriads of angels who serve God; that is to say, they are innumerable. They will always outnumber the population of planet earth.

		There are no female angels.

		They never manifest as young children.

		They are of different categories: angels, cherubim, seraphim, and archangels.

		The Bible doesn’t often give the names of angels. Only two names are communicated to us in the biblical texts: Gabriel and Michael.

		They do not act to promote themselves to humans. They carry out their missions with the greatest discretion.

		They are endowed with extraordinary abilities.

		They can be scary. This is why they often say to those to whom they manifest themselves: “Fear not.”



This book presents in a few words some essential elements about angels in the light of the Bible. I invite you to take a moment to delight in everything that the Word of God tells us concerning angels, as well as a specific synthesis of each text. Hoping that these writings will provide you with in-depth knowledge about the subject, I wish you a good reading.


Chapter 1
Angels in the Book of Genesis


		Genesis 3:24



So he drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.

Summary

God took Adam and Eve out of the garden and placed armed cherubim, which are a class of angels, as guardians to keep people from returning to the garden and eating the fruit of the tree of life.


		Genesis 6:1-4



1 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto them,

2 That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose.

3 And the Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.

4 There were giants in the earth in those days; and also after that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men which were of old, men of renown.

Summary

The phrase “the sons of God” mentioned in this passage refers to angels who developed a sexual attraction to women and forced them to have sex with them. This led to the appearance on earth of a hybrid race composed mainly of giants with superhuman abilities. They were known for their strength and prowess and were “the heroes of ancient times, men of renown.” Some have called this hybrid race the “Nephilim.”

In response to all this, God set the lifespan of man on earth at 120 years. The flood in Noah’s time could be a consequence of these events.


		Genesis 16:7-14



7 And the angel of the LORD found her by a fountain of water in the wilderness, by the fountain in the way to Shur.

8 And he said, Hagar, Sarai’s maid, whence camest thou? and whither wilt thou go? And she said, I flee from the face of my mistress Sarai.

9 And the angel of the Lord said unto her, Return to thy mistress, and submit thyself under her hands.

10 And the angel of the Lord said unto her, I will multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be numbered for multitude.

11 And the angel of the Lord said unto her, Behold, thou art with child and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael; because the Lord hath heard thy affliction.

12 And he will be a wild man; his hand will be against every man, and every man’s hand against him; and he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren.

13 And she called the name of the Lord that spake unto her, Thou God seest me: for she said, Have I also here looked after him that seeth me?

14. Wherefore the well was called Beerlahairoi; behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered.

Summary

After Sarai asked Abraham to sleep with Hagar, she became pregnant. From then on, she began to despise her mistress, Sarai, who abused her until she ran away from home. Here, the angel of the Lord found Hagar in the wilderness by a fountain of water. During this encounter, the angel of the Lord:


	- Confirmed Sarai’s authority upon Hagar by calling her “Sarai’s maid”

	- Instructed her to return back under Sarai’s authority

	- Promised to multiply her seed exceedingly and prophesied about her pregnancy and the baby that should come out



This encounter re-established order and authority for Hagar and Sarai, and the prophecies brought joy and happiness to Hagar.


		Genesis 18:1-22



1 And the Lord appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day;

2 And he lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood by him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed himself toward the ground,

3 And said, My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant:

4 Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree:

5 And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that ye shall pass on: for therefore are ye come to your servant. And they said, So do, as thou hast said.

6 And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth.

7 And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetcht a calf tender and good, and gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to dress it.

8 And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree, and they did eat.

9 And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent.

10 And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which was behind him.

11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well stricken in age; and it ceased to be with Sarah after the manner of women.

12 Therefore Sarah laughed within herself, saying, After I am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?

13 And the Lord said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, saying, Shall I of a surety bear a child, which am old?

14 Is any thing too hard for the Lord? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.

15 Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid. And he said, Nay; but thou didst laugh.

16 And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward Sodom: and Abraham went with them to bring them on the way.

17 And the Lord said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do;

18 Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?

19 For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.

20 And the Lord said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous;

21 I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know.

22 And the men turned their faces from thence, and went toward Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before the Lord.

Summary

God visited Abraham with two angels and took the appearance of three men, representing the trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. It seems that God pours Himself out into those two angels and they become three synchronized men. They open their mouths, speak, and close their mouths at the same time. Besides that, they act like any ordinary man. They had been sitting with Abraham eating natural food and drinking like any ordinary man. After eating, they prophesied to Sarah that she would become pregnant and give birth to a boy despite her advanced age. God announced to Abraham the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.

The angels kept their human appearance while God, at a certain point, seemed to have changed his and spoke to Abraham as the Lord. The two angels left, heading toward Sodom and Gomorrah, while the Lord remained and discussed his plans for the two cities with Abraham.


		Genesis 19:1-26



1 And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face toward the ground;

2 And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your servant’s house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways. And they said, Nay; but we will abide in the street all night.

3 And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat.

4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, even the men of Sodom, compassed the house round, both old and young, all the people from every quarter:

5 And they called unto Lot, and said unto him, Where are the men which came in to thee this night? bring them out unto us, that we may know them.

6 And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut the door after him,

7 And said, I pray you, brethren, do not so wickedly.

8 Behold now, I have two daughters which have not known man; let me, I pray you, bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as is good in your eyes: only unto these men do nothing; for therefore came they under the shadow of my roof.

9 And they said, Stand back. And they said again, This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs be a judge: now will we deal worse with thee, than with them. And they pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, and came near to break the door.

10 But the men put forth their hand, and pulled Lot into the house to them, and shut to the door.

11 And they smote the men that were at the door of the house with blindness, both small and great: so that they wearied themselves to find the door.

12 And the men said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of this place:

13 For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen great before the face of the Lord; and the Lord hath sent us to destroy it.

14 And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, which married his daughters, and said, Up, get you out of this place; for the Lord will destroy this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law.

15 And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters, which are here; lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of the city.

16 And while he lingered, the men laid hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; the Lord being merciful unto him: and they brought him forth, and set him without the city.

17 And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed.

18 And Lot said unto them, Oh, not so, my Lord:

19 Behold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sight, and thou hast magnified thy mercy, which thou hast shewed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape to the mountain, lest some evil take me, and I die:

20 Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one: Oh, let me escape thither, (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live.

21 And he said unto him, See, I have accepted thee concerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow this city, for the which thou hast spoken.

22 Haste thee, escape thither; for I cannot do anything till thou become thither. Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar.

23 The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot entered into Zoar.

24 Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven;

25 And he overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the ground.

26 But his wife looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.

Summary

Having left Abraham’s house, the two angels arrive in Sodom. Lot welcomes them at the entrance to the city and insists that they spend the night at his house.

They eventually accept Lot’s invitation, enter his house, and partake of the feast he has prepared for them.

All the men in the city, from the youngest to the oldest, surround Lot’s house and demand that he bring them out so that they can sexually abuse them. Lot refuses and instead offers them his two virgin daughters.

They lose their temper and threaten to attack Lot and his family and attack the two angels. But the angels strike them blind, save Lot and his family, and urge them to leave the city, announcing to them that they will destroy it.

Faced with Lot’s hesitation, the angels forcefully lead them out of the city, warning him, his wife, and his two daughters not to look back no matter what happens.

However, during their escape, Lot’s wife disobeys, looks back, and turns into a pillar of salt.

God rains fire and brimstone on Sodom and Gomorrah, destroying them completely.


		Genesis 21:15-19



15 And the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child under one of the shrubs.

16 And she went, and sat her down over against him a good way off, as it were a bow shot: for she said, Let me not see the death of the child. And she sat over against him, and lift up her voice, and wept.

17 And God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is.

18 Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I will make him a great nation.

19 And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water; and she went, and filled the bottle with water, and gave the lad drink.

Summary

Hagar and her son Ishmael had been sent away by Abraham at Sarah’s request. Having lost their way in the desert, they exhausted their supply of water. Not wanting to helplessly witness the death of her child, Hagar leaves Ishmaël crying under a bush and goes to stand opposite him at a good distance.

God, hearing the child’s cry, sent an angel to their aid. This angel reassures Hagar, communicates to her the prophecies relating to the child—namely that he will become a great nation—and opens her eyes to see the well of water, which was nearby.


		Genesis 22:11-15



11 And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I.

12 And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me.

13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.

14 And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah Jireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the Lord it shall be seen.

15 And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time,

16 And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:

17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies;

18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.

Summary

As Abraham prepares to sacrifice his son Isaac in response to God’s request, the angel of the Lord eagerly intervenes and prevents him. He asks Abraham not to harm Isaac and informs him that God now knows that he fears Him because he was willing to offer his only son as a sacrifice in obedience God’s instruction.

Abraham then looks up and sees a ram trapped in a thicket by its horns. He takes it and offers it as a burnt offering in place of his son.

Abraham gives this place the name Jehovah Jireh, which means “The Lord will provide.”

The angel renews God’s blessings on Abraham, promising to multiply his descendants like the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore.
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7 The Lord God of heaven, which took me from my father’s house, and from the land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and that sware unto me, saying, Unto thy seed will I give this land; he shall send his angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto my son from thence.

8 And if the woman will not be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be clear from this my oath: only bring not my son thither again.

9 And the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and sware to him concerning that matter.

10 And the servant took ten camels of the camels of his master, and departed; for all the goods of his master were in his hand: and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor.

11 And he made his camels to kneel down without the city by a well of water at the time of the evening, even the time that women go out to draw water.

12 And he said O Lord God of my master Abraham, I pray thee, send me good speed this day, and shew kindness unto my master Abraham.

13 Behold, I stand here by the well of water; and the daughters of the men of the city come out to draw water:

14 And let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink; and she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: let the same be she that thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac; and thereby shall I know that thou hast shewed kindness unto my master.

15 And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, behold, Rebekah came out, who was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, with her pitcher upon her shoulder.

16 And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a virgin, neither had any man known her: and she went down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came up.

17 And the servant ran to meet her, and said, Let me, I pray thee, drink a little water of thy pitcher.

18 And she said, Drink, my lord: and she hasted, and let down her pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink.

19 And when she had done giving him drink, she said, I will draw water for thy camels also, until
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