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The Bible is the greatest of all the books ever penned by men; to study it diligently is the most worthy of all possible pursuits; to clearly understand what the Lord is saying to us through its pages is truly the most noble and the highest of my goals. The application to my heart, mind, and spirit of the truths of the Word of God through the Holy Spirit’s gift of understanding and my subsequent obedience to that revelation is my supreme purpose and duty.

—Author unknown. These words were found
in an inscription in an old Bible in England.
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Preface

Is there a God? Does my life have any meaning, or does everything in the universe happen solely by random chance? How can I find the real truth about life and death? What will happen to me when I die? Is the Bible truly the “inspired” Word of God, or is it just the philosophical writings of a group of men in ancient times?

These questions occur to every one of us at some point in our lives. Our answers to these questions are vitally important because the answers will affect our goals, our relationships, our peace of mind, and, ultimately, our eternal destiny. The Bible claims to be the inspired Word of God and declares repeatedly that its message is absolutely true—without any error. Therefore, it is of utmost importance that each one of us determines for ourselves whether the Bible is truly the Word of God.

If the Bible is true and God does exist, then we will someday stand before almighty God to be judged by Him as to our eternal destiny—either heaven or hell. The Scriptures tell us that, following death, we will give an account to God about how we responded to Jesus Christ’s offer of salvation through His death on the cross. On the other hand, if the Bible is not true and God does not exist, then we are free to live as we please. If God does not exist, then we will experience the consequences of our choices solely in this world. The philosophy of “eat, drink, and be merry, for tomorrow we die” is a logical response if there is no God and the universe has no purpose. If there is no God, then we are free to live as we please.

However, the answer to the question “Is the Bible truly the Word of God?” is of the greatest possible importance to every person, whether we admit it or not. Our fundamental beliefs determine our decisions and the ultimate course of our lives. If we change our deeply held beliefs, we will inevitably change our actions, our decisions, and the direction of our lives. So if you question the truth and the inspiration of the Bible, it is well worth your time to examine that belief in light of the best evidence regarding the Scriptures. If you question whether the Bible is the authoritative, inspired, absolutely true Word of God, then by all means you need to consider all the evidence.

But is it really possible to determine the truth about God and the Bible? I believe it is, and I have good reason to hold that belief. This book, The Signature of God, will examine exceptional scientific, medical, historical, and prophetic discoveries that prove that the Bible is authoritative and inspired by God. Some people are content to follow a blind faith based on the religious convictions of others. However, many of us want to examine these matters for ourselves to determine the answers. I wrote The Signature of God so that all people—skeptics, new Christians, agnostics, those with serious doubts and questions, and committed Christians who want to learn the facts that back up their faith—can study the evidence that verifies the Bible’s claims about its power, authority, and reliability.

How Would God Reveal Himself to Humanity?

Let’s conduct an experiment to examine the question of how God would reveal Himself to humanity if He decided to make Himself known. After creating the universe and everything in it—including humanity—how would God introduce Himself to make Himself known and convey His instructions? He could choose to speak to every single one of the billions of humans living in every generation, but that would be impractical. On the other hand, God could choose a number of men living in various generations over a period of centuries and inspire those men to record in writing His instructions for the rest of humanity. Obviously, the second option is the most practical.

However, there is another problem that God would face in revealing His will and instructions to us. How would He prove that the Bible was His legitimate revelation? There are many religious texts that claim to convey the message of God. The challenge would be to find a method to differentiate the genuine, inspired Scriptures from other religious books produced by religious philosophers over the centuries. I believe the solution is obvious: God would authenticate His own revelation by writing His “signature” on the pages of His Scriptures. This unmistakable “signature of God” would consist of evidence, prophetic knowledge, and phenomena found in the text that no unaided human could possibly have written. In other words, the genuine Scriptures would contain supernatural evidence within its text that no one, apart from a divine intelligence, could possibly create.

I believe that God left no room for doubt regarding the truth and reliability of His written Word. In fact, the Scriptures contain a direct statement from God that He provided precisely this type of supernatural evidence. Twenty-five centuries ago, the prophet Isaiah recorded this amazing declaration from God: “Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure” (Isaiah 46:9–10).

In this passage God declared that fulfilled prophecy proves that the Scriptures are inspired by the Lord. It is impossible for any human, or even Satan, to predict future events with precise accuracy. (The writers of other religious books know they cannot accurately predict the future, so they refrain from exposing themselves to ridicule by avoiding detailed prophecies that will prove to be false. Instead, they issue vague predictions that can easily be recast and reinterpreted later on to fit whatever might happen in the world.) God is the only One who knows the future as well as the past.

My thesis in The Signature of God is that the Bible contains fascinating evidence that absolutely authenticates that the Scriptures are the inspired and authoritative Word of God. The evidence from hundreds of fulfilled prophecies regarding the life and death of Jesus Christ provides the strongest and most obvious proof of the Bible’s divine inspiration. However, there are a number of other intriguing prophecies and undeniable facts that prove that only God could have inspired the ancient writers to record His message in the Scriptures. We will examine that evidence in the chapters that follow.

Evidence That the Bible Is a Genuine Revelation from God

How would God authenticate His message so that skeptical men and women could be assured that the Scriptures were not simply the speculations of religious philosophers? How would the Lord identify His presence, His divine nature, and His commands—and provide proof that this written communication was truly from Him? There are a number of ways He would confirm His message to us:


	The written revelation of God’s nature and commands was progressively revealed to a series of carefully chosen men over a period of sixteen centuries. The recipients were closely connected by race and faith to facilitate their gathering, assembling, preserving, and distributing God’s written revelation. The Lord chose the Jewish people, a defined race that has maintained its identity over the centuries, as the faithful guardian of His written revelations.


	Although God’s divine communications were transmitted by inspiration to a variety of individuals, it was recorded in a permanent written form capable of being examined and read by the writers’ contemporaries as well as all generations that would follow.


	These divine communications were occasionally accompanied by miracles to authenticate their divine origin.


	This written revelation from God contains internal evidence that proves that God is the ultimate Author. The Bible includes information that could not have been written by limited humans. This includes scientific and medical knowledge that was not discovered or widely known until centuries following the time when the biblical writers recorded it in the Scriptures.


	The Bible contains thousands of detailed prophecies concerning events that were precisely fulfilled many years after the predictions were made. Their fulfillment proves that God inspired the Bible. No one but God can accurately prophesy future events in such detail and never be wrong.


	God inspired the biblical writers to record His profound wisdom and truth that transcend all human wisdom.


	God’s Holy Spirit supernaturally transforms the lives of millions who commit themselves to the Bible’s revelation. There is undeniable supernatural power in the written Word of God.


	The Bible’s primary purpose is to reveal God’s plan of salvation. However, whenever Scripture deals with history, archaeology, nature, medicine, or science, it reveals advanced knowledge that is true and verifiable. Such biblical statements were first recorded far in advance of the knowledge available during the time of the original human writer.


	The Bible’s wisdom, knowledge, and ethics proclaim its supernatural origin to anyone who is seeking answers to life’s most profound questions. The wisest people of all cultures and times are committed to its truths.


	The Scriptures contain advanced medical and sanitation knowledge that was thousands of years ahead of its time. This medical knowledge has saved countless lives. In addition, its lifesaving commands still prove their worth in our day.


	A careful examination of the names and numbers in the Bible’s text reveals special mathematical designs and codes that are so complex that even a supercomputer could not have produced these features. Many of the designs occur throughout a series of biblical books recorded by different authors over a span of several centuries. There is no human explanation for this phenomenon except for the Bible’s divine inspiration.


	In the 1990s, Jewish computer scientists in Israel and the United States discovered a series of remarkable Hebrew words encoded at equally spaced intervals hidden within the Hebrew text of the first five books of the Bible, the Torah. Additional researchers later proved that this phenomenon, known as Equidistant Letter Sequence (ELS), existed throughout the Old Testament Hebrew text. (It is not limited to the Torah.) God inspired the biblical writers to unconsciously use specific words and letters to produce the most intriguing and incredibly complicated mathematical and letter codes ever found. These features were hidden from the eyes of everyone until the development of mathematical and supercomputer analysis. These complex patterns constitute a powerful argument for the divine inspiration of the Bible. And while these intricate patterns exist in the Hebrew text of the Old Testament, none of the apocryphal Hebrew texts, such as 1 Maccabees, displays this pattern. Further, researchers have never found clusters of complex codes in any other Hebrew religious or secular texts, such as the Talmud. This incredible phenomenon, referred to as the Bible Codes, provides compelling evidence that the Author of the inspired Scriptures was God.


	In human literature, authors naturally try to present themselves in the best light possible. However, the Bible presents the major human figures in Scripture in both victory and defeat, in righteousness and sinfulness, and in obedience and rebellion. The Bible often portrays even the leading biblical heroes as weak, afraid, and lacking in wisdom. Additionally, biblical revelation contains many intricate details and unintended coincidences in its stories that, while easily overlooked, prove the overall truthfulness of the historical accounts.


	Although written by forty-four men over a span of sixteen centuries, the complete text of the Bible reveals a coherent unity and progressive revelation from start to finish—from Genesis to Revelation. The story that is told in the Bible consistently reveals and develops God’s plan of redemption for humanity. The books of the Old Testament continuously point to the coming of a Messiah-King to redeem His people. (We know that Messiah to be Jesus of Nazareth, God’s Son.) The New Testament displays the fulfillment of these divine prophecies in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. The unity of theology and the focus on the message of redemption throughout the Bible argue strongly that a single Author created this text. How else would forty-four writers over sixteen centuries write sixty-six different books that all tell the same story?




Three thousand years ago King David, the great king of Israel, wrote these words revealing the nature of God’s inspired Word:


The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward. (Psalm 19:7–11)



The Divine Inspiration of Scripture

The early Christians, Jewish scribes, and generations of Christian believers shared an unshakable conviction that the Scriptures contain the infallible, inspired, and authoritative words of God. The Bible itself claims that “all scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). The Greek word that is translated “inspired” literally means “God-breathed,” indicating the Lord’s direct supervision of the writing by the biblical writers. The Bible claims that its words were not written by men in an ordinary manner, such as one might write a history book, a news article, poetry, or a letter to a friend. But instead, God inspired men to record His direct words. Just as God created only one sun to provide light to our planet, He gave us only one book, the Bible, to enlighten our world spiritually. And as we will see in a later chapter, each word of Scripture is essential.

Tragically, during the twentieth century, many pastors, professors, and laypeople lost their faith and confidence that the Bible is the inspired and reliable Word of God. Dr. Kennedy, a Regius Professor of Greek at Cambridge University in the early decades of the twentieth century, warned of the battle that was about to begin over the authority of the Bible. “The inspiration of Scriptures will be the last battle ground between the Church and the world,” he stated. Unfortunately, many in our churches and seminaries abandoned this battlefield and accepted defeat at the hands of skeptics who attacked the truth, authority, and reliability of the Scriptures. The widespread rejection of the truthfulness of the Bible reveals the folly of people who “have forsaken me [God] the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns” of vain philosophy (Jeremiah 2:13). The prophet Jeremiah spoke those words twenty-five centuries ago, and his prophecy was fulfilled in the last century.

The Bible declares in numerous passages that it is the inspired Word of God. The prophet Jeremiah declared, “Then the LORD put forth his hand, and touched my mouth. And the LORD said unto me, Behold, I have put my words in thy mouth” (Jeremiah 1:9).

God confirmed that He directly inspired the prophets to record His words and instructions, not just in a general sense, but “word for word.” In the New Testament, the apostle Peter declared, “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Peter 1:20–21). One of the strongest statements found in the Bible records the inspired words of Jesus, who declared, “The scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35). God’s Son, the promised Messiah, on a number of occasions assured us of the absolute truth and authority of the Bible.

In this book we will carefully examine the overwhelming historical, medical, scientific, archaeological, mathematical, and other evidence that proves the inspiration and authenticity of the Bible. The evidence will establish the credibility and authority of the Scriptures for both nonbelievers and Christians, so that we all can know that the Bible is the only reliable foundation for faith in God’s revelation.

Here are the areas in which the Scriptures can be tested to prove that the Bible is the written Word of God:


	Ancient inscriptions and manuscripts that prove the historical accuracy of the Scriptures.


	Little-known archaeological discoveries that provide overwhelming confirmation of the accuracy of the biblical accounts, including such references as the Tower of Babel and the Exodus of the Hebrews from Egypt.


	Accurate scientific statements in the Bible that cannot be explained apart from God’s inspiration. It is impossible that these statements could have been made by accident or by random chance.


	The precise fulfillment of ancient prophecies in our generation.


	The staggering phenomenon of hidden codes and mathematical patterns found in the text of the Bible. These could not have happened by chance, and neither could they have been produced by human intelligence.


	Biblical “coincidences” that confirm the divine inspiration of the Scriptures.


	The phenomenon of the transformed character and lives of the writers of the Bible.


	The unprecedented influence of the Bible on the lives of individuals, the culture, and history of the Western world.




While many of the topics we will explore in this book are fascinating in and of themselves, their true value lies in their ability to confirm and illustrate the events, personalities, and statements of the Word of God. Alexander Knox once wrote about the relationship between human and sacred knowledge: “If in the rills which trickle down amidst these intellectual Alps and Apennines, I could discern no connection with that river which maketh glad the city of God, I own that I should look upon them with as little interest as upon the rocky fragments through which they passed.”1

As a researcher and writer I feel a tremendous responsibility to carefully check the accuracy of every statement because of the exceptional importance of prophecy and scriptural truths. Those who write about the truths of the Scriptures are like the scribes of ancient Israel. The Scriptures declare that “every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old” (Matthew 13:52). When we as researchers, students of Scripture, and writers seek to explore the wonderful truths of the Bible, we also “bring forth out of his treasure things new and old” in our attempt to reveal the deeper truths of the Word of God. I take my work very seriously.

The Undeniable Accuracy of the Bible Manuscripts

Over the last four thousand years, Jewish scribes and, later, Christian scribes were very careful to correctly copy and transmit the original manuscripts of sacred Scripture without any significant error. The Jewish scribes who copied by hand the manuscripts of the Old Testament were called “Masoretic,” derived from the Hebrew word for “wall” or “fence.” Their extreme care in counting the letters of the Bible created a “fence around the Law” to defend the accuracy of the biblical text. For example, out of the 78,064 Hebrew letters that make up the book of Genesis, the scribes and sages were so precise that they were able to pinpoint the middle verse of Genesis, which is “And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy brother; and it shall come to pass when thou shalt have the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck” (27:40). When a scribe completed his copy of the Scriptures, a master examiner would count every letter to confirm that there were no errors in the newly copied manuscript. If an error was found, the corrupted copy was destroyed to prevent it from ever being used as a master copy in the future.

As proof of the accuracy of this transmission of the biblical text through the centuries, consider the Masoretic and Yemenite translations of the Torah. More than one thousand years ago, Yemenite Jews were separated from their brother Jews in the Middle East and Europe. Despite separate transmissions and copying of their Torah manuscripts, a thousand years later only 9 Hebrew letters, out of some 304,805 letters in the Yemenite Torah manuscript, differ from the accepted Hebrew Masoretic text. A variation of only 9 letters out of more than 300,000 Hebrew letters amounts to only 0.00295 or 1/339th of 1 percent!2 And it is important to note that none of these 9 variant letters changes the meaning of a significant word in the Torah. This proves how exceptionally careful, even over a thousand-year period, Jewish scribes were in copying the manuscripts.

God preserved the original text of His Scriptures throughout the last thirty-five hundred years, enabling us to have confidence that we still possess the accurate text of the inspired Word of God. The prophet Isaiah declared that the Word of God is eternal: “The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever” (Isaiah 40:8). In the New Testament, Jesus confirmed the indestructibility of His Word: “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matthew 5:18).

In the eighteenth century the famous English critic and conversationalist Dr. Samuel Johnson made this valuable suggestion: “Keep your friendships in repair.” This is excellent advice in human relationships as well as in regard to our relationship to the Bible. Our personal relationship with the Word of God needs to be cared for just as much as our human friendships. We need to respect God’s Word and handle it with love and care. We can enjoy the unchanging companionship of God expressed through His divine Word even when we are separated from friends by distance or death. While our experiences, possessions, and relationships constantly undergo change, we can return again and again to the unchanging Word of God as a solid foundation for our faith. The Bible will always be there to speak to our hearts with God’s words of wisdom, comfort, and love. Such is the gift we have in God’s eternal Word.

Unexpected Discoveries: Evidence of God

Archaeologists discovered more than one thousand items of jewelry and pottery in nine burial caves across the Hinnom Valley opposite the southern walls of the Old City of Jerusalem. The treasures included two silver charms bearing remarkable biblical inscriptions. The cave where the charms were found is about nine hundred yards south of where Solomon’s Temple stood three thousand years ago. The items of jewelry were composed of thin pieces of pure silver rolled up like tiny scrolls, designed to be worn as charms around the neck. While part of the text was lost, the remaining portion revealed that the charms contained the oldest biblical inscription ever found. The remaining text recorded the priestly blessing from the book of Numbers: “The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: the LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: the LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace” (6:24–26).

I had the privilege of examining this inscription in the Israel Museum. This biblical text was inscribed more than twenty-six hundred years ago, in the seventh century before Christ. It predates by more than four hundred years the writing of most of the Dead Sea Scrolls.

The Bible records only one statement made by God to atheists and agnostics. God declares that those who deny His existence are fools: “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God” (Psalm 14:1; 53:1). When I attended school, I used to engage in debates with atheists and agnostics about the existence of God. However, as I analyzed the underlying attitude of the people I debated, I realized that debates of this kind were futile. Now when I get into a discussion with an atheist or an agnostic, I simply respond as follows: “I will not debate you about whether God exists for the same reason that I would not debate someone about whether the world is round. I believe that those who claim, ‘There is no God,’ in the face of overwhelming evidence found throughout nature are either fools or liars. Any person who honestly believes that all of the marvelous complexity of this universe simply happened by chance is a fool. If he is not a fool, yet still claims to believe that this incredibly complex universe is a result of random chance, then I must conclude that he is not being honest. In either case it is clearly a waste of time to argue the obvious.”

The wonders of creation reveal God’s awesome creative power to anyone whose eyes are open to see the truth. God’s providence reveals His wisdom; God’s Law revealed in the Old Testament shows us His great justice; the four Gospels reveal His overwhelming love for humanity through the person of Jesus Christ. God has made sure that wherever we look, we can find evidence of His existence—if we are seriously looking for it.

The Supreme Value of the Bible

Sir Walter Scott (1771–1832) was the brilliant poet and author of more than sixty popular books. When he was finally approaching the moment of death, Scott asked his son-in-law and biographer, John G. Lockhart, to bring “the book” from his library. When Lockhart asked, “Which book, Sir Walter?” Scott answered, “There is only one book,” pointing to the Holy Bible. In his deathbed conversation, Scott correctly assessed the supreme value of the Scriptures far above the other great books in his library, which included his own classics.

The most important event in history is the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The most important fact in the universe is the reality of God and His revelation to us through His Word. The most important decision in the life of any person is the choice he or she must make in regard to personal faith in Jesus Christ.

Another great man, President Abraham Lincoln, wrote the following regarding the Bible in a “Reply to Loyal Colored People of Baltimore upon Presentation of a Bible”: “It is the best gift God has given to man. All the good the Saviour gave to the world was communicated through this book.”3

The Pony Express Bible

The history of the pony express forms a fascinating chapter in the history of the American West. Dedicated and resourceful riders carried the mail from St. Joseph, Missouri, over more than nineteen hundred miles through dangerous Indian country to Sacramento, California. The pony express acquired five hundred of the strongest and fastest horses the company could find. Forty brave men rode in relays, with each man riding fifty miles to the next station. Using four relays per day, the pony express traveled as far as two hundred miles per day. A letter could be delivered over the nineteen-hundred-mile distance in only ten days.

To cut down on any unnecessary weight, riders would use the lightest saddles made, with small, flat leather bags holding the mail. Riders carried no rifles, and letters were written on very thin paper. (The postage rate was five dollars per ounce, equal to two hundred dollars per letter in today’s currency.)

The managers of the pony express believed that the Scriptures were so important that they presented a full-size pony express Bible to each rider when he joined this unusual company. Despite their concern for reducing the weight of a rider’s equipment, every rider carried a Bible. Further, every pony express rider took the following oath: “I do hereby swear before the great and living God that during my engagement with Russell, Majors and Waddell [the pony express management], I will under no circumstances use profane language, that I will drink no intoxicating liquors, that I will not quarrel or fight with other employees of the firm, and that in every respect I will conduct myself honestly, be faithful in my duties, and so direct all my acts as to win the confidence of my employers. So help me God.”4

Stanley and Livingstone

The famous missionary and explorer David Livingstone disappeared during his trip into previously unexplored regions of central Africa. News from his expedition reported that Livingstone was sick and without supplies, and that he had been deserted by his native guides. Many in Europe gave Livingstone up as lost after more than a year with no additional news. However, a small group of supporters in London and the United States funded a rescue mission to save “Scotland’s finest son.” In 1869 the New York Herald outfitted reporter and explorer Henry M. Stanley to mount an expedition to find Livingstone in Africa.

When he commenced his journey, Stanley carried baggage that included several cases containing seventy-three hardbound books. However, as he and his African carriers began to succumb to fatigue, Stanley began to abandon (or burn for fuel) his precious books. As the group continued through the jungle, Stanley’s library dwindled in size until there was only one book left, his precious Bible.

With God’s assistance Stanley finally found Livingstone and greeted him with the famous words, “Dr. Livingstone, I presume?” The explorers shared their deep faith in Jesus Christ. Livingstone told Stanley about the wonderful conversions of many African tribes to faith in Christ, although these tribes previously had engaged in cannibalism. When he returned from his extraordinary journey, Stanley reported that he had read his Bible three times from Genesis through Revelation during his long and arduous journey.
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As you read The Signature of God, I hope you will experience the same thrill of discovery and wonder that I have felt as the Lord led me to carefully research the evidence for the inspiration of the Scriptures. I hope this book will enable many readers to restore their confidence in the Bible as God’s inspired Word. God provided abundant, convincing proof through the evidence of His signature, which appears throughout the Bible’s pages. We will discover and read His signature again and again in the chapters that follow.

Notes
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Introduction

The Battle for the Bible

The world has departed from the religious faith that governed the founding fathers of both the United States and Canada. Today it is almost impossible for the average citizen to recognize the gulf that exists between the beliefs of our current society and the beliefs of those who founded our nations. The colonists who came to North America were determined to escape religious oppression. They wanted to create a nation on this continent where men and women could worship God freely and without restriction. The founders of the United States determined to create an educational system based on Christianity and the Word of God. A close examination of the lives and the writings of the framers of the U.S. Constitution reveals that their intent was to create freedom for religious expression, not a freedom from religious expression.

Frederick Rudolph wrote in his book The American College and University that within a generation of their landing at Plymouth, the Puritan settlers laid the foundation of an educational system dedicated to training “a learned clergy and a lettered people.” These Christians created Harvard College in 1636 as an institution dedicated to upholding the truths of the Bible. In fact, during the first century of Harvard University’s existence, every one of its professors was a minister of the gospel.

The initial 1636 charter of Harvard College proclaimed the following essentials:


Every one shall consider the main end of his life and studies to know God and Jesus Christ which is eternal life. Seeing the Lord giveth wisdom, every one shall seriously by prayer in secret seek wisdom of Him. Every one shall so exercise himself in reading the Scriptures twice a day that they be ready to give an account of their proficiency therein, both in theoretical observations of languages and logic, and in practical and spiritual truths.… Every one shall consider the main end of his life and studies to know Jesus Christ which is eternal life.1



It has been calculated that 87 percent of the first 119 colleges built in the United States were established by Christians to educate young people in their faith. This includes Harvard, Princeton, Yale, and Columbia. More than 25 percent of the 1855 graduating class of these universities became ministers. And although our society is increasingly agnostic, millions of people still seek the truth by studying God’s Word. A Gallup survey reported that 14 percent of Americans belong to a Bible study group.2

The Attempt to Destroy the Bible

Throughout history there has been a relentless conflict between acceptance of God and an open rebellion against His authority and His rule of the affairs of humanity. This struggle can be correctly described as the ongoing war between the City of God and the City of Man. For two thousand years the battleground has revolved around the Bible. Satan hates the Word of God because it reveals the truth about Jesus Christ, our only hope of salvation, and the eternal destiny facing each one of us—either heaven or hell.

A close examination of the history of Christianity reveals that the greatest attacks that occurred during the first centuries following Christ came from pagans. However, during the last 150 years, the most effective enemies of the Cross arose from within the Church—false Christians who profess to follow Christ but deny the authority of the Bible and Jesus’ identity as the Son of God. It is easy to spot pagans who actively oppose God and the truth of the gospel. But it is more difficult to identify false Christians.

The Roman emperors attempted to destroy the new faith of Christianity. As an example, in A.D. 303, Emperor Diocletian issued a command to kill Christians and burn their sacred books. Stanley L. Greenslade, one of the editors of The Cambridge History of the Bible, recorded the history of this persecution:


An imperial letter was everywhere promulgated, ordering the razing of the churches to the ground and the destruction by fire of the Scriptures, and proclaiming that those who held high positions would lose all civil rights, while those in households, if they persisted in their profession of Christianity, would be deprived of their liberty.3



However, the dedication of Christians to the Scriptures in the first centuries following Christ motivated them to produce numerous manuscripts that were widely copied, distributed, and translated throughout the Roman Empire. Ignatius, the bishop of Antioch in A.D. 70, was responsible for several churches in Syria. In his writings he quoted extensively from the books that would become the New Testament. Clement, the bishop of Rome in A.D. 70 (mentioned by Paul in Philippians 4:3), also quoted extensively from these books only forty years after Christ’s resurrection. The personal writings of early Church leaders helped spread the written Word of God.

According to Professor J. Harold Greenlee, the quotations from what would become the New Testament “are so extensive that the N. T. could virtually be reconstructed from them without the use of New Testament manuscripts.”4 Historians have recovered nearly one hundred thousand manuscripts and letters that were composed by Christian writers in the first few centuries of this era. Their love and devotion to the Scriptures was so overwhelming that these letters contain an enormous number of direct quotations from the New Testament books. This was the primary way that the truths of Scripture were transmitted throughout the Roman Empire, despite rampant persecution and the burning of the Scriptures by Roman authorities.

Even if the Roman government had succeeded in destroying every copy of the Scriptures throughout the vast empire, the written Word of God would still have been available in the many copies made by early Christians, including the one hundred thousand letters that have been recovered, containing an astonishing 98 percent of the New Testament text. The copies made by early Christians verify the integrity of the New Testament text as it exists today.

Despite the efforts of pagan emperors to burn every copy of the Scriptures during the first three centuries after Christ, Christianity became the official state religion of the Roman Empire following the conversion of Emperor Constantine in A.D. 325. Centuries later, however, the medieval Church fell into apostasy and compromised with the kings and aristocracy of Europe. After many centuries, laws were issued that made possession of the Bible illegal for all but the clergy. After 1199, during the centuries of the Inquisition in Europe, appalling punishments were carried out, including burning at the stake, against anyone found to possess a copy of the Scriptures. During the Dark Ages, even priests were usually unable to read the Latin manuscripts of the Bible for themselves. As a result of their ignorance of the Bible, both priests and laypeople were unable to compare the false doctrines of the medieval Church with the doctrines of the Word of God. Few Christians today realize that in Italy it was illegal to possess a Bible until 1870, due to the hatred of apostate church officials for the truth of the Scriptures.

John Lea reported in his book The Greatest Book in the World that a French king once proposed to his court that they should launch a new wave of persecution against the Christians within his realm. However, a wise counselor and general replied to the king’s proposal with these words: “Sire, the Church of God is an anvil that has worn out many hammers.”5

Enemies of the Bible have attacked the Scriptures without respite for almost two thousand years. However, the Bible still stands unshaken as the most widely read and published book in history, while the philosophies of the enemies of Scripture are buried with their spokesmen. The survival of the Scriptures against the attacks of Satan provides irrefutable evidence that the Bible is inspired by God.

The Truth of Scripture Leads to the Reformation

Finally, after almost one thousand years of virtual spiritual darkness, in 1520 the Protestant Reformation instigated by Martin Luther opened the floodgates of biblical truth to the European population. The Bible was translated and printed in contemporary languages such as German, French, and English. The new spiritual freedom surpassed anything ever seen in history.

One spiritual rallying cry of the Protestant Reformation was sola scriptura, meaning “solely Scripture.” In opposition to the medieval Roman Church’s position that church councils, traditions, and papal decrees could supersede the teaching of Scripture, the Reformers insisted that every doctrine must be drawn from the clear teaching of the Bible. This reliance on the actual words of the Word of God placed the Reformation on the strongest possible spiritual foundation. The stronghold of Scripture motivated the Reformers to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ everywhere, leading to the greatest influx of souls into the Kingdom of God in the history of the Church.

In past centuries, most people in the West accepted the truth of God’s existence and His creation of the universe, but a growing number in the modern world deny the existence of God. Those who accept evolution as the authoritative explanation for how human life was formed have rejected the concept of a divine Creator. In addition, large numbers of people reject the inspiration and authority of the Scriptures in the false belief that the Bible has been proven to be full of errors and contradictions. The unrelenting attacks by agnostic scholars and the news media against the authority of the Bible is unprecedented in Western history.

Attacks on the accuracy and reliability of Scripture and the resurrection of Jesus Christ have come not only from academics outside the Church but also from pastors and theologians who have lost their faith in the authority of God’s Word. Professor E. B. Pusey, in his brilliant defense of the authenticity of the book of Daniel, wrote about the continual attacks on the inspiration of Scripture:


The faith can receive no real injury except from its defenders. Against its assailants, those who wish to be safe, God protects. If the faith shall be (God forbid!) destroyed in England, it will not be by open assailants, but by those who think that they defend it, while they have themselves lost it. So it was in Germany. Rationalism was the product, not of the attacks on the Gospel but of its weak defenders. Each generation, in its controversies with unbelief, conceded more of the faith, until at last it was difficult to see what difference there was between assailants and defenders. Theology was one great graveyard; and men were disputing over a corpse, as if it had life. The salt had “lost its savour.” The life was fled.6



The Loss of Faith by Mainline Protestant Leaders

Few things are as pathetic and spiritually ineffective as a preacher or seminary professor who has lost faith in the authority and inspiration of Scripture yet continues to teach about the Bible. Sociologist Jeffrey Hadden completed a survey of the beliefs of ten thousand Protestant ministers and found that an alarming percentage lacked faith in the inspiration of the Bible.

Here are the answers to a few of the survey questions:

1. Was Jesus born of a virgin?

More than 50 percent of the ministers failed to reply “totally agree.”

2. Was Jesus the Son of God?

More than 80 percent did not “totally agree” with this assertion.

3. Is the Bible the inspired Word of God?

Again, more than 80 percent did not “totally agree” to the inspiration of Scripture.

A majority of the pastors surveyed qualified their answers, ranging from partial agreement to complete disagreement. However, just one hundred years ago, the vast majority of clergy would have answered “totally agree” to all the questions.7 When pastors and teachers lose their faith in the Word of God, they would be more honest if they left the Christian ministry rather than lead a generation of churchgoers to an eternity without Christ. It is difficult for many believers to discern between true Christians and false Christians. That is why these false teachers are so dangerous.

The widespread agnosticism and atheism in government, mass media, universities, and even theological schools has resulted in the moral collapse of our society. Philosopher Thomas Hobbes (1588–1679) described the inevitable effects of the growing agnosticism and the gradual abandonment of the authority of Scripture. Hobbes predicted the terrible results that would follow the widespread loss of faith in Christ in the United States: “No arts, no letters, no society, and which is worst of all, continual fear and danger of violent death, and the life of man solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short.”8 Tragically, his prediction was accurate.

Within 325 years, America had abandoned the Bible as the moral anchor of society and education. It should surprise no one that, after decades of teaching children that there is no absolute right and wrong, we face an appalling breakdown in public morality and widespread corporate and government corruption, as well as growing fear of violent crime. President Andrew Jackson strongly believed in the central position of Scripture to the life of this nation. As he lay on his deathbed, he pointed to a Bible and said to his companion, “That Book, Sir, is the rock on which our Republic rests.”9

The Authenticity of the Old Testament

Dr. Robert Dick Wilson was professor of Semitic philology at Princeton Seminary for many decades. He was an expert in forty-five languages and dialects, and he was considered the greatest expert on the Hebrew Old Testament. Wilson contributed numerous scholarly works confirming the accuracy of the Old Testament. His brilliant criticism of errors and weaknesses in the positions of the higher critical school were so powerful they were never answered. Liberal critics simply ignored his devastating arguments against their dismissal of the Bible’s accuracy, rather than attempt to mount a credible rebuttal.


Wilson summarizes the situation as follows:

We claim that the assaults upon the integrity and trustworthiness of the Old Testament along the line of language have utterly failed. The critics have not succeeded in a single line of attack in showing that the diction and style of any part of the Old Testament are not in harmony with the ideas and aims of writers who lived at, or near, the time when the events occurred that are recorded in the various documents.… We boldly challenge these Goliaths of ex-cathedra theories to come down into the field of ordinary concordances, dictionaries, and literature, and fight a fight to the finish on the level ground of the facts and the evidence.10



Over the years a series of authorities, including Robert Dick Wilson, James Orr, Oswald Allis, and Edward J. Young, refuted the anti-Bible claims of the higher critics.

Old Testament Statements Regarding Its Divine Inspiration

The Scriptures themselves repeatedly declare that the Bible is inspired by God. Moses closed his ministry with this command to the children of Israel, affirming the Scripture’s divine inspiration: “Set your hearts unto all the words which I testify among you this day, which ye shall command your children to observe to do, all the words of this law” (Deuteronomy 32:46). The book of Proverbs also states, “Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar” (30:5–6).

Jesus Confirmed the Authority of the Old Testament

One of the most important evidences that establishes the accuracy and divine inspiration of the Old Testament Scriptures is that both Jesus Christ and the apostles confirmed the authority and inspiration of these writings. Jesus declared that “the scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35). In another passage He stated, “And it is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the law to fail” (Luke 16:17). In addition, the Lord confirmed that Moses was the writer of the first five books of the Law (see Luke 24:27; John 5:46–47). Christ also stated that Isaiah was the author of the book of Isaiah (see Matthew 13:14–15, citing Isaiah 6:9–10).

One of Jesus’ most significant statements was His declaration that Daniel wrote the book of Daniel (see Matthew 24:15), contradicting critics who claim that the book of Daniel was written by someone pretending to prophesy in 165 B.C. Jesus also spoke of Adam, Eve, and their son Abel as real personalities (see Matthew 19:4–5; 23:35). In Luke 17:26–28, Jesus referred to both Noah and Lot. According to John 8:56–58, the Lord confirmed the Bible’s narrative about Abraham. Perhaps most important, Jesus confirmed the accuracy of the Genesis account about the creation of the world (see Mark 10:6–9) and the worldwide flood (see Matthew 24:37–39).

Christ affirmed His belief in the Old Testament miracles when He talked about God’s supernatural judgment on Sodom and Gomorrah (see Luke 17:29), including the death of Lot’s wife (see Luke 17:32). In other passages Jesus described the feeding of manna to the Israelites during the Exodus (see John 6:32) and the miraculous healing after the serpents’ bites (see John 3:14).

The Gospels record Christ’s confirmation of the miraculous events in the life of Elijah and Elisha (see Luke 4:25–27) and the miraculous swallowing of Jonah by a great fish (see Matthew 12:39–40). Jesus settled all doubts in His declaration: “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled” (Matthew 5:18).

Jesus Christ demonstrated and affirmed the power of Scripture when He rebuked Satan by quoting Deuteronomy 8:3: “Man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live” (quoted in Matthew 4:4; see also Luke 4:4). In His discussion with the Pharisees, Jesus won His argument based on the presence of a single word in the Scriptures. The Lord asked the Jewish scholars, “If David then call him Lord, how is he his son?” (Matthew 22:45).

In light of these confirmations by Jesus the Messiah of historical events and miraculous occurrences in the Old Testament, it is astonishing that some Christians would dare deny the truthfulness of these biblical events. Those who accept Jesus Christ as God should find it quite easy to accept His divine verdict that the Old Testament is absolutely truthful and inspired directly by God. If I accept Jesus as my God and Savior, then I will accept His confirmation that I can trust in the authority of the Old Testament. For Christians, this should stand as the highest and most trustworthy evidence of the Bible’s accuracy, authority, and divine inspiration.

Statements from the Apostles

The apostles affirmed the verbal inspiration of the Bible. Paul described the Scriptures as the “oracles of God” (see Romans 3:2; also note Hebrews 5:12). Also, in Galatians 3:16, Paul said, “Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.” Notice that Paul based his argument on the presence of a single word in Scripture and noted the fact that the word was the singular seed and not the plural seeds. Paul’s doctrine regarding the divine inspiration of Scripture is absolutely clear: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Timothy 3:16–17).

The Early Date of the Writing of the New Testament

It is now acknowledged, even by many liberal scholars, that the New Testament Gospels and Epistles were written and widely circulated at a very early date—within fifty years of the events they describe. This fact is of overwhelming importance in verifying the historical accuracy of these sacred documents. Thousands of people who personally witnessed the events of Jesus Christ’s life, teaching, death, and resurrection were still alive when the disciples composed and distributed the documents that became the books of the New Testament. These carefully copied manuscripts were read in hundreds of Christian assemblies by millions of Gentile and Jewish believers, from the northern shores of Britain to the deserts of Syria and North Africa.

In addition to Christian testimony about the enormous number of new believers, even the enemies of Christ, such as the Roman historians Tacitus and Pliny, acknowledged that there were vast multitudes of Christians throughout the Roman Empire.11 If the New Testament documents had contained factual errors regarding the events of Christ’s life, His teaching, or the miracles He performed, there would have been an enormous split within the early Church. Those who witnessed the actual historical events described in the Scriptures would have contested any inaccurate records if they had existed.

A Greek Manuscript of the New Testament

Although Christians were subjected to the most brutal and terrifying forms of torture and martyrdom, there is no record that any Christian ever declared that the gospel accounts of Jesus Christ were in error. If they had denied the reality of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, Roman judges would have set them free. Obviously, if any believer had known that the biblical documents were false or in error, he or she would have made that known rather than suffer the violence of torture and death.

And if any believers had made such allegations against the Bible’s reliability, it is certain that the Roman authorities would have widely published such denials of the truth of the gospel accounts. Biblical statements about Christ’s death and resurrection, if called into question by His followers, would have been broadcast widely throughout the empire. However, despite the fact that a large number of official Roman records and a much larger number of Christian writings have survived until today, we cannot find evidence of a single eyewitness to the events described in the Gospels who ever denied their truthfulness. This fact is of outstanding importance in assessing the reliability and truthfulness of the gospel records. Those who were eyewitnesses to the events portrayed in the Gospels went to their death rather than deny the accuracy of the biblical accounts.

The early Church had many enemies, and during the second and third centuries, some pagans and Gnostics infiltrated the Church. In response to the warnings of our Lord and the apostle Paul about false teachers and “teachers, having itching ears” (2 Timothy 4:3), church leaders were vigilant in detecting and rejecting any spurious writings that counterfeited the genuine New Testament writings. As just one example, two important early church writers, Tertullian and Jerome, tell us that a presbyter from Asia (modern-day Turkey) published a counterfeit epistle that he claimed Paul had written. Church leaders instantly held an ecclesiastical trial to examine this claim. They subsequently convicted the counterfeiter and repudiated his spurious forgery. Their rejection of this forgery was widely published to other churches throughout the empire, so that no believers would be led astray by the counterfeit.

Considering the vigilance of the leaders of the early Church, it is not plausible that they would have blindly accepted the New Testament record of Christ’s miracles and His resurrection unless they possessed overwhelming proof of its truthfulness. When you consider that millions of Christian converts willingly suffered torture and died as martyrs rather than deny their Lord, it stands to reason that they were convinced of the truth of Scripture. They believed with all their minds, souls, and spirits that the four Gospels spoke the truth about Jesus Christ as the Son of God.

The Universal Distribution of the New Testament

Scholars acknowledge that the New Testament was widely copied and translated into many languages during the first few decades following the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Numerous ancient manuscripts of the New Testament have survived to this day in a number of different languages. These manuscripts confirm that, even when comparing biblical texts translated into a variety of languages, there were no differences in the text regarding doctrine or factual matters. The libraries of Europe and North America contain many ancient copies and translations of the Greek New Testament, including the Syriac, Egyptian, Arabic, Ethiopian, Armenian, Persian, Gothic, Slavonic, and Latin translations.

The widespread copying and translation of the Scriptures made it impossible for anyone to corrupt the legitimate text of the New Testament by introducing a false doctrine or an invented story of a miracle. Any alteration would have been instantly detected and denounced throughout the hundreds of churches. Once the original Greek manuscript was translated into other languages between A.D. 60–70, it would have been impossible for anyone
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