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GAME 1

THE FIRST-EVER ANSWER SMASH


You need: your House of Games Spoiler Blocker

Players: any number

Scoring: 2 points for every correct answer


AC: Now, this is an exciting start to a book. It’s the questions from the first-ever time we played Answer Smash in the office. See how many you can get …

RO: … there’s an ‘and also’ coming, I can feel it …

AC: … and also which of the Smashes we wouldn’t allow nowadays on House of Games.

Below are some pictures of herbs and spices, each accompanied by a question. You have to give the answer which smashes both halves together.



	[image: ]	1. Which Microsoft program was launched in 1995 and has a blue ‘e’ for its icon?


	[image: ]	2. American state containing Chicago


	[image: ]	3. Music-hall song adopted by West Ham fans


	[image: ]	4. Its original title was ‘The Landlord’s Game’


	[image: ]	5. Winners include Phil Tufnell and Carl ‘Foggy’ Fogarty


	[image: ]	6. One-thousandth of a gigabyte





RO: Go on then, let’s get this over with. Which would we not be ‘allowed’ to use on the show?

AC: Vanillinois, Star Anise Up and Thyme a Celebrity. This was from the wild, chaotic days before we established the rule that the overlapping parts have to be spelled the same.

RO: I hadn’t noticed. And when I do Answer Smashes for events, like the World Snooker backstage party, I don’t follow that rule. In fact, I’m not sure I’ve even followed it in this book.

AC: I had noticed.


Answers: 1 Minternet Explorer 2 Vanillinois 3 Star Anise Up Mother Brown 4 Cinnamonopoly 5 Thyme a Celebrity … Get Me Out of Here! 6 Nutmegabyte


GAME 2

A DISTINCTLY AVERAGE CHRISTMAS


You need: pencil and paper; a phone, or someone who’s good with numbers

Players: 4, 6, 8, 10 … basically, an even number that’s 4 or more

Scoring: 2 points for every win


RO: You know how Distinctly Average works. You team up with a partner. We ask a question that you couldn’t possibly know the actual answer to, but to which you might be able to make an educated guess. You write down your answer, which you are fairly confident about.

Your partner also writes down their answer, which is usually terrible. You then take the average score as your team’s answer.fn1 It’s really, really, really, really, really, really important to pick a good partner in this round. Your mum’s friend from work who popped over for drinks, and now won’t leave, is just not going to cut it. Try Auntie Julia, she’s clever.

AC: This is something that Clara Amfo learned when Nish Kumar overestimated the average cost of Christmas for a household (the answer is £809.97; Nish went for £10,000, later remarking that ‘Hindu Christmases are really extravagant’).

RO: Anyway, I’ve come up with ten Christmassy questions. Take your time, really think things through, and then panic and write down something plainly ridiculous.


	According to US scientists, how many miles per hour does Santa have to travel, if he is to deliver to all the relevant homes in the world in one day?

	A New York family holds the world record for the most ever Christmas lights on a residential property. How many lights did they have?

	The first ever commercially sold Christmas cards appeared in 1843. One sold at auction in 2014. For how much?

	How many rolls of Sellotape were sold in the UK in December 2018?

	If you add up all of the presents my true love sent to me in the song ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’, how many presents would you have in total?

	Christmas is all about Jesus or Santa, depending on your preference. What is the distance in miles from the North Pole to Bethlehem?

	As recorded on the BBC News site in 2018, what is the population of Turkey?

	And what’s the population of Brussels?

	How many Christmas trees did Brits buy in 2018?

	According to the Met Office, how many times has a snowflake fallen somewhere in the UK on Christmas Day in the last 54 years?




Answers: 1. 2,340,000mph 2. 601,736 lights 3. £8,469 (excluding postage) 4. 6 million rolls 5. 364 gifts (it’s the 12th triangular number!) 6. 4,034 miles 7. 79.5 million Turks 8. 1.2 million Bruxellois 9. 8 million trees 10. 38


GAME 3

IMAGINARY CHARADES #1


You need: your House of Games Spoiler Blocker

Players: any number; make 2 teams or just take it in turns to act out the titles

Scoring: 20 points for whoever has made the bravest choices and moves


Charades is a pleasant enough way of whiling away some time. But as anyone who has played it can tell you, there’s one big problem. The books and songs that you’re trying to mime to everyone else: well, they’re all real.

For one thing, this is boring. For another, all a player has to convey is ‘film, four words, third word eyes’ and it’s obviously For Your Eyes Only. Way too easy, right?

This time, you’ll be playing charades the House of Games way. Block off the titles below. The first player will move the House of Games Spoiler Blocker to reveal the first title; the next player is either someone from the other team (if you’re doing teams) or whoever got the answer first.

TITLES

(younger players: if you don’t know some of the names and words, just make up your own title instead)


	Salad Wars (film)

	The Forgetful Stegosaurus (book)

	Ninety-Nine Press-Ups (song)

	The Repugnant Australians (play)

	Salad Wars II: The Caper Caper (film)

	I’m in the Red, So I’m Singin’ the Blues (song)

	Britain’s Wettest Pets (TV show)

	Tulips from my Aunt (book)

	Fifty-five Miles from Durham (song)

	Salad Wars III: Lettuce Get Ready to Rumble (film)



GAME 4

SEE MY GUESTS #1&2


You need: your House of Games Spoiler Blocker

Players: any number (and someone to check your guesses)

Scoring: see below


RO: One thing that House of Games guests especially enjoy is the avatar we make of their face for our game board.

AC: Yes! And it struck me that we could turn them into quiz.

RO: A lot of things strike you as having quiz potential, Alan. Remember that time an amp crushed the sound guy’s foot and you went to the Glasgow Royal Infirmary to ‘cheer him up’ with an Answer Smash about the bones he’d broken?

AC: Metatarsalisbury Cathedral, classic.fn2 But if we’re going to ask the readers to identify the avatars, I’ve realised there’s some we can’t use.

RO: Because they’re based on hairdo, eyewear and facial hair, you mean, and some contestants, very stylishly, don’t have any of those?

AC: Tom Allen. Just a pair of sassy eyebrows.

In this game, you work together.

You’ll see two images of guests from the TV version of House of Games. If you can tell who they are straightaway, that’s 10 points each. (Get someone else to check, in case you’re wrong.)

If you can’t, then there are some nice straightforward questions underneath, of the kind we use in our round It’s All In The Name. As that name suggests, this will give you some of the letters of the guest’s name. But each time you use one of these questions, the points available go down by 2.

Cooperation and inspiration: and you’ll all boost your scores.

Exciting note: for some guests, we create multiple avatars. Here we reserve the right to use our ‘out-take avatars’, partly to keep you on your toes and partly to give you another thrilling peek behind House of Games’s velvet ropes.

GUEST ONE

[image: ]

For 10 points:

Can you name her?

Answer these questions to get some of the letters in her name.

For 8 points:

First name of the actor who has played roles with first names including Lenny, Carl, Mumbles, Benjamin … and Dorothy

Answer: Dustin

For 6 points:

Day falling roughly in the middle of the month in the Roman calendar

Answer: Ides

For 4 points:

Type of beach opened in Brighton in 1980

Answer: Nudist

For 2 points:

First name of Los Angeles road that stretches from Figueroa to the Pacific Coast Highway

Answer: Sunset




Answer: Susie Dent


GUEST TWO

[image: ]

For 10 points:

Can you name him?

Answer these questions to get some of the letters in his name.

For 8 points:

French word which describes a combination of tiredness, sadness and boredom

Answer: Ennui

For 6 points:

2016 television drama starring Geoffrey Rush as Albert Einstein

Answer: Genius

For 4 points:

1996 film starring Geoffrey Rush as David Helfgott

Answer: Shine

For 2 points:

Classic Frank Herbert sci-fi novel adapted for film by David Lynch in 1984

Answer: Dune




Answer: Hugh Dennis


[image: ]
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GAME 1

THE TENSE WATER-PISTOL GAME


You need: a water pistol, pencil, paper (If you don’t approve of replica firearms, squirty toys are available in the shape of seahorses, dragons and so on … or you could use a washing-up bottle, though you really should probably rinse out the detergent first)

Players: 3 or more

Scoring: 10 points for whoever is driest at the end, to be agreed by popular vote or argument


When it’s your turn to hold the water pistol, take a look at the list of categories below. Choose one and read it out, then secretly write down something that fits that category.

Now, go round the other players in turn. Aim the water pistol at their face and ask them to name something in that category. If it’s not what you wrote down, they’re safe (for now) and you move on to the next player.

But: don’t move on too quickly. They might blurt out an answer quickly, but you can take your time. Make them wait. Fix their gaze. Make them sweat. Enjoy yourself.

And, of course, when someone does say what you wrote down, let them have it. Both barrels. Don’t hold back. Because they won’t when it’s their turn – which is now.

CATEGORIES

Countries beginning with ‘I’

Fruit

James Bond films

Colours

Colours of the rainbow

People who have played the Doctor in Doctor Who

Shops on your nearest high street

Channels available on your TV

Nursery rhymes

Or add your own

For extra tension, play the same category repeatedly as a test of memory and nerve.

GAME 2

RHYME TIME


You need: your House of Games Spoiler Blocker

Players: someone to read, and 2 or more players

Scoring: see below


You know Rhyme Time. You get a pair of clues. There’s a pair of answers. And the answers rhyme. Douglas Hurd; lemon curd. Gordon Brown; Watership Down. And some that don’t involve political figures of yesteryear.

If you’re reading, choose someone to get the first pair of clues. Two points if they get both right; if not, pass it to the right for 1 point until someone does.

Then play passes to the right.

1. Game Boris Johnson claimed was ‘invented on the dining tables of England’

Answer: Ping-pong

Words preceding ‘The Witch is Dead’ and ‘Merrily on High’ in song titles

Answer: Ding Dong

2. Striker with record for the most headed goals in the Premier League

Answer: Peter Crouch

Nose-less, misanthropic, bin-dwelling citizen of Sesame Street

Answer: Oscar the Grouch

3. Song performed with two drummers at Live Aid

Answer: ‘Stairway to Heaven’

Three to the power three

Answer: Twenty-seven

4. Section of the A4 that’s home to the Royal Academy and Fortnum & Mason

Answer: Piccadilly

Act whose 1990 Grammy for Best New Artist was nullified

Answer: Milli Vanilli

5. Common name for the medical condition varicella

Answer: Chickenpox

Star of both Scream and Friends

Answer: Courteney Cox

6. Baked good named after the shape of the moon

Answer: Croissant

Smiths song covered by Slow Moving Millie for a John Lewis ad

Answer: ‘Please, Please, Please, Let Me Get What I Want’

7. Mythical creature often depicted as a shoemaker

Answer: Leprechaun

Forgetful spy played by Matt Damon

Answer: Jason Bourne

8. Theatre featured in Hitchcock’s The 39 Steps

Answer: London Palladium

London’s Live Aid Venue

Answer: Wembley Stadium

9. What potassium bitartrate is called by bakers

Answer: Cream of tartar

Document of political and personal liberty signed by King John in 1215

Answer: Magna Carta

10. Comics character who first appeared in 1951

Answer: Dennis the Menace

Sport referred to in the first question

Answer: Table tennis

GAME 3

THREE IN THREE


You need: a phone with a stopwatch

Players: any number

Scoring: 1 point for every successful triplet of answers


The rules are simple. Take it in turns to answer.

When it’s your turn, another player reads out a category from the lists below and immediately presses START on a stopwatch.

If you say three things in that category in three seconds, you get a point. Then it’s someone else’s turn.

We’re suggesting some categories for the grown-ups and others for the youngsters, but you can ignore that if you like, especially if the grown-ups aren’t as smart as the youngsters. Or you can ignore all of them and make up your own categories.

Settle any challenges using Wikipedia. We’d give the answers here, but there are thousands of them; also, the way the world is today, there may be different countries by the time we go to press. If they can strip the luckless Pluto of its planet status, who knows what can happen?



	YOUNGSTERS	GROWN-UPS

	South American countries	South American capital cities

	Planets in our solar system	The three furthest planets in our solar system

	Metals in the periodic table	Elements which are gases at room temperature

	TV nature shows	Sitcoms which aired in the 1970s

	Kings who have ruled England	Queens who have ruled England (not including Elizabeths)

	Parts of the intestinal system	Parts of the eye

	Rodents	Marsupials

	Beatles songs	Solo Beatles songs

	Actors who’ve played the Doctor in Doctor Who	Actors who’ve played assistants in Doctor Who

	Wives of Henry VIII	Kings before William the Conqueror

	UK newspapers	Foreign newspapers

	Square numbers	Prime numbers

	British rivers	American rivers

	National flags featuring the colour blue	National flags featuring the colour green

	Members of the current	Members of the current

	England men’s football squad	French men’s football squad

	Tom Cruise movies	Tom Hardy movies

	Four-sided shapes	Types of triangle

	Shakespeare plays	Oscar Wilde plays

	Cluedo suspects	Items to remove in Operation

	Categories already played	Answers an opponent has given




GAME 4

CHRISTMAS SMASH


You need: nothing

Players: 2 or more, plus someone to read aloud the Smashes

Scoring: 1 for each correct smash


RO: Many people holding this book will have given or received it as a Christmas present, in a desperate attempt to stop their entire family simply drinking and scrolling through their phones throughout the festive period. To celebrate that attempt, doomed though it is, here is a selection of specially themed Christmas Answer Smashes. As Alan has no doubt explained elsewhere …

AC: … to be precise, in Game #1, when we shared the very first Answer Smash …

RO: … there are very strict rules as to what can and can’t be an Answer Smash question. Fortunately, I am too old for rules now.

AC: Wait, what?

RO: That’s right. Let’s forget the rules. As my Christmas present.

AC: We could temporarily waive the minimum two-letter overlap, I suppose, but …

RO: Listen, Alan: I’ve written a set, and some of them don’t even have the same letters in the Smash bit. They just sound good.

AC: I … see. Can we do another set later? One that does follow all the rules?

RO: OK, we’ll slavishly follow the ‘rules’ next time. As your Christmas present.

The questions come in pairs. You give both parts, smashed together. So if the clues were ‘Cylindrical Christmas treat’ and ‘Rugby union terrace chant’, you would smash YULE LOG into OGGY OGGY OGGY OI OI OI and give the answer: YULE LOGGY OGGY OGGY OI OI OI.



	1
	Type of song traditionally sung at Christmas
	Rachel Riley’s predecessor on Countdown

	2
	President of Russia
	Something you use to decorate the Christmas tree

	3
	What pigs love to eat
	The star of the greatest ever Christmas film, Elf

	4
	Australian soap which began in 1988
	The Christmas song with a line ‘The cattle are lowing …’

	5
	Where Jesus was born
	A sport, also known as ping-pong

	6
	A disgusting Christmas dinner vegetable
	Where we had to go to the loo before indoor plumbing

	7
	How Santa laughs
	1984 Christmas film starring Macaulay Culkin

	8
	Incredibly annoying song about a sea creature
	Christmas song which includes the line ‘Glory to the new-born King’

	9
	A mixture of eggs, flour and water, served at any self-respecting Christmas dinner
	Where the Great Fire of London began

	10
	Prince single, released in 1984
	The creatures used to pull Santa’s sleigh

	11
	Gifts given by the Three Wise Men
	Agatha Christie mystery, set on a train

	12
	Small orange sometimes found in Christmas stockings
	Star of Pulp Fiction and Kill Bill

	13
	King who looked out on the Feast of Stephen
	US city, the name of which translates as ‘The Meadows’

	14
	Novelty hit single with a prominent pineapple
	A Christmas number 1, three times, for Band Aid

	15
	TV show where people get paid for sitting around, watching telly
	The day when you eat turkey sandwiches and wish your relatives would leave

	16
	Christmas song about two types of plant
	A group of American universities, including Harvard and Yale

	17
	What you end up with bags full of on Christmas Day
	Teenage job killed off by the internet

	18
	A type of butter you might have with Christmas pudding
	British Wimbledon champion

	19
	Britain’s busiest airport
	A Christmas chocolate assortment

	20
	The Christmas plant known in Latin as Viscum album
	The US band who had a hit with one of the greatest songs of all time, ‘Africa’




Answers: 1. (Christmas) Carol Vorderman 2. Vladimir Putinsel 3. Swill Ferrell 4. Home and Away in a Manger 5. Stable Tennis 6. Brussel(s) sprouthouse/sproutside loo, etc. 7. Ho Ho Home Alone 8. Baby Shark the Herald Angels Singfn1 9. Yorkshire Pudding Lane 10. Purple Raindeer 11. Gold, Frankincense and Myrrhder on the Orient Express 12. Satsuma Thurman 13. Wenceslas Vegas 14. Agadoo They Know It’s Christmas? 15. Goggleboxing Day 16. The Holly and the Ivy League 17. Wrapping Paper Round 18. Brandy Murray 19. Heathrowses 20. Mistletoetofn2
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GAME 1

FINGERS OFF BUZZERS #1


You need: a buzzer or other piece of noise-making equipment each

Players: any number, plus someone to read things out

Scoring: see below


The rules here are simple: every time you’re the first to buzz with a correct answer, you get a point, but if the correct answer begins with the Letter of Doom, you lose all your points so far. (That’s ‘so far’ as in during a session of Fingers Off Buzzers, not ‘so far’ as in ‘during your lifetime’. We’re not monsters.) That applies even if you don’t give an answer; you only have to buzz to get the penalty.

Person reading out: we’ve put an asterisk next to the Letter of Doom answers, and given you a Richard Osman-style friendly introduction so that no one can complain that they don’t understand what they’ve been asked to do. Keep up the pace to trick them into blurting out an answer.

‘I’ll read out a historic county, you buzz in and tell me its county town. The Letter of Doom is … S.’

Berkshire (Reading)

Avon (Bristol)

County Fermanagh (Enniskillen)

Cheshire (Chester)

Herefordshire (Hereford)

Hertfordshire (Hertford)

Staffordshire (Stafford)*

Kent (Maidstone)

Shetland (Lerwick)

Cornwall (Truro)

Shropshire (Shrewsbury)*

Buckinghamshire (Aylesbury)

Bedfordshire (Bedford)

Kirkcudbrightshire (Kirkcudbright)

Selkirkshire (Selkirk)*

Glamorgan (Cardiff)

Stirlingshire (Stirling)*

Essex (Chelmsford)

County Tyrone (Omagh)

Cumberland (Carlisle)

Norfolk (Norwich)

Devon (Exeter)

GAME 2

AND THE ANSWER ISN’T #1


You need: a smartphone or tablet; your House of Games Spoiler Blocker

Players: ideally 4; you could make it work with 2 but it’s probably not worth it

Scoring: see below


These four questions are multiple-choice, but we haven’t bothered to come up with the wrong ones. That’s your job.

When it’s your turn, everyone else looks at the question and its answer. Then (so that handwriting is no clue), someone takes the phone and types in (in random order) the right answer and a multi-choice option from each of the other players. (You shouldn’t also type in any of the fun facts we offer as explanation.)

Then you get the phone, someone reads you the question, and you consider the options.

If you’re right, you get a point. Obviously. But if you’re wrong, the point goes to whoever invented the option you chose. Take your time …

1. How many countries are in the G20?

Answer: 19 (the ‘20th’ is the EU)

2. Why is a converted aircraft hangar in the remote Canadian town Churchill, Manitoba, a dangerous place to work?

Answer: It is a prison for polar bears (the bears’ migration route mean that after months of eating berries and seaweed, they pass through Churchill when they are their hungriest)

3. What was the original name of the band Coldplay?

Answer: Starfish

4. What enviable property is possessed by the small translucent jellyfish known to science as Turritopsis dohrnii?

Answer: Immortality (it is the ‘Immortal Jellyfish’ which can revert to a sexually immature stage of life, and grow up again; the fact that it can keep doing so indefinitely makes it ‘biologically

GAME 3

PROJECTED IMAGE NOMENCLATURE CHALLENGE










	The Teeth from the Sea – France

	Imaginary Dead Baseball Players Live in My Cornfield – Hong Kong

	We Are Newscasters – Japan

	Knight of the Night – Spain

	The Happy Dumpling to Be, Who Talks, and Solves Agricultural Problems – Hong Kong

	Vaseline – Argentina

	Mom, I Missed the Plane! – France

	Austin Powers, The Spy Who Behaved Very Nicely Around Me – Malaysia

	Santa Is a Pervert – Czech Republic

	Super Power Dare Die Team – China

	Wild Speed – Japan

	The Young People Who Traverse Dimensions While Wearing Sunglasses – France

	Rita Hayworth, Key to Escape – Finland

	He’s a Ghost – China

	It’s Raining Falafel – Israel

	American Virgin Man – China

	Go, with Bath! – China

	The Rebel Novice Nun – Mexico

	Bloody Oil – Italy

	I Will Marry a Prostitute to Save Money – China






GAME 4

NO-WORDS GEOGRAPHY
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[image: Answers: 1. Skye / Sky 2. Ayr / Air 3. Durham / Durum 4. Leeds / Leads 5. Bury / Berry 6. Keele / Keel 7. Towcester / Toaster 8. Staines / Stains 9. Cowes / Cows 10. Looe / Loo]
Answers: 1. Skye / Sky 2. Ayr / Air 3. Durham / Durum 4. Leeds / Leads 5. Bury / Berry 6. Keele / Keel 7. Towcester / Toaster 8. Staines / Stains 9. Cowes / Cows 10. Looe / Loo
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