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The Book of Judges, 16:18-19;

"When Delilah saw that he had opened his heart to her, she sent people to call the princes of the Philistine allies and said to them, "Come now, for he has opened his heart to me." Philistine princes came to her and brought her money. She put Samson to sleep on her knees and then called a man to shave the seven braids from his head."

This part of the Bible report prompted and inspired the famous painter, Luca Giordano, to paint this magnificent canvas in the 17th century, the image of which is on the cover of this book.
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There are many today who reject the Old Testament because they do not like the morality of the characters presented. Those characters do not fit into their image of how people should be, from whom God's chosen people are formed.

Lies, corruption, fraud, and sin are shown naked and without embellishment but without justifying comments. For example, Cain kills his brother Abel, Abraham twice misrepresents his wife Sarah as his sister, and later Isaac does the same for his wife; Jacob gets his father Isaac's blessing by deception, Rebekah's mother is involved in the deception, Jacob deceives his brother Esau, events with Joseph and his brothers, Samson, etc.

Earlier interpreters of the Bible justified this by saying that at the time these characters lived, there were different customs and circumstances, or they interpreted it as allegories. However, none of these justifications is strong enough to dispel the unpleasant feeling and satisfy a thinking reader. On the other hand, today's reader relies too much on his knowledge and acquired experiences, which limits him from being able to reach the essence found in the text itself.

That is why today's modern man generally rejects the texts from the Old Testament, and especially from the Book of Genesis, or for example, the account of Samson, considering them myths, many times modified and remade stories, fairy tales, or simply as texts that once had their own messages. Long ago, and as such, they no longer make sense today.

However, is it really so?

The Bible reveals to us several channels through which God communicates with man. By following these communication channels, it is possible to demonstrate indirect communication between God and the chosen people, and God and humanity, that is, the individual, and all through the texts of the Holy Scriptures, which, through mutual dependence and interaction, regardless of the time of their creation, correspond from a specific moment. The biblical present with the biblical past, and at the same time, brings an understanding of the framework of the biblical future of the chosen people and the biblical future of humanity.

Israel as a nation appears relatively late compared to earlier nations and civilizations such as Sumer and Egypt. With human logic and the science we know, it is not possible to understand how such a small nation as Israel was at the time of the origin of the biblical text in relation to other 'big' nations that at that time already had a formed state, trade, culture, army, myths, religion, writing, etc., brings such a revolutionary idea of ​​monotheism with which later the whole world changed, and got an entirely new dimension.

As we know, this idea later dominates almost the entire world through Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. The great empires that emerged after the origin of this idea, although they were against it, did not succeed in sending it into oblivion. On the contrary, their successors became the heirs of that idea.

It would be much more logical to expect that the prevailing concept of Sumer, ancient Egypt, Babylon, Greece, or Rome is on the scene today.

Let the conclusion remain open.
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It is indisputable that the Book of Judges has great literary significance. However, in addition to that, there are still many facts in it that are hidden at first glance, so that the average reader, with attention focused on the messages of the basic level, somehow slips in front of their eyes.

The report on Samson is to be understood as one of the most complex and intriguing texts of the Old Testament.

From today's human position, the question could be asked, what did someone write, and what is the use of a text that is so complicated that we are unable to understand it? Doesn't that writer, and doesn't God, want all His messages and advice to be simply understandable for the benefit of man and his life?

This may sound overbearing and ridiculous, but the understanding of these messages is obscured by the degradation of human intelligence and wisdom, which is why there is no consensus on the understanding of the text. I will go even further than this claim, so I will state something that will appear to many as a conspiracy theory but let anyone think what they want.

This obfuscation is part of a long-established process of building upon man's age-old disease, inclination, and propensity for evil under the baton of the same one who led Eve in the Garden of Eden to eat the fruit from the forbidden tree.

This obfuscation of the possibility of constructive and wise thinking and reasoning is carried out meticulously and very intelligently at all levels of human life. It is not at all easy to recognize it, let alone resist it. It comes through all human activities that produce physical, spiritual, and mental pollution. Starting with basic human needs such as food, drink, medicine, then through alcohol consumption, smoking tobacco and chemicals added to it, drug use, perversion of sexual needs through daily public nudity, promiscuity, sodomy, prostitution, pornography, race for money by earning and acquiring material wealth, a huge offer of gambling machines, obsessively following professional sports, watching stupid movies and TV series, following and retelling useless information about other people's lives, education embodied in parrot repetition of a huge amount of information, often incorrect, or constructed for someone's special needs, and all without thinking and real understanding of that same information, following excessive, often stale and untrue news, daily individual and collective frauds, lies, malicious subterfuge, corruption of everything and anything, as well as numerous other negativity into which humanity has plunged without the hope that it will emerge in the near future and get out of that filth. It is precisely for this reason that the human mind is unable to understand the essential elements of this text, in which a tool for healing and well-being is somehow hidden. Therefore, the complexity of this text and its misunderstanding is not due to the writer nor to God,

The report on Samson is not only an extraordinary literary work imbued with elements of theology, tragicomedy, fairy tale, and myth, but it is an age-long continuous call to man not to destroy himself. The story of Samson, continuously throughout the ages, pulls a man by the ears, stretching them like a donkey, lest he understands and rejects his own doom. But alas, despite the fact that the man's ears hurt from pulling, the man is persistent in his disastrous choices.

That's why this book aims to pull us all together, me and you, for the umpteenth time, both by the ears and the nose, to make us once again suffer if we don't see the incorrectness of a significant number of our actions that make us lead to ruin.
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Samson as an Artistic Inspiration
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The biblical account of Samson has powerfully captured human attention and imagination throughout the ages. Even to this day, readers, researchers, philosophers, theologians, and artists offer their own version of understanding that, to say the least, extraordinary literary work.

Painting

When it comes to painting, I will mention only three characteristic examples from the seventeenth century out of many paintings:

Rubens in 1609-1610. painted a picture of Samson and Delilah where Delilah is shown as the brightest part compared to all other painted characters and elements. Her head is bent towards the sleeping Samson on her knees, while her left hand is gently placed on his bare shoulder. One gets the impression that Dalila is a woman in love who tenderly observes her man after the love act has just finished. If it were not for the text that is the inspiration for this work, and in the darkness of the hidden Philistines, it would never be possible to conclude that it is about a woman who mortally betrays her lover.

As the exact opposite, Van Dyck is 1618-1620. painted a picture of Samson and Delilah with the same theme. In this picture, Samson is also sleeping on Delilah's knees while Delilah is holding his hair with her right hand. Her left hand, with an outstretched index finger, is raised at the height of her head, clearly signaling to those approaching to shave Samson's hair to be quiet. So, this picture shows an unequivocal conspiracy of Delilah.

In his painting from 1636, Rembrandt depicted the binding and blinding of Samson, while Delilah is shown holding Samson's shaved hair in one hand and a razor in the other. In this picture, Delilah is shown as a traitor and a direct participant in the shaving of Samson's hair, which is not found in the biblical text.

Sculpture

An almost identical situation appears in the sculpture.

Music

There are similarly different approaches to portraying the events between Samson and Delilah in music. Delilah is sometimes portrayed as a woman in love, even in a positive light, for example, in the opera Saint-Saens, Samson et Delilah from 1877, while somewhere she is portrayed as an unscrupulous avenger towards Samson, who was deceived by her and jealous, as is the example in Tom Jones music, i.e., lyrics.

Literature

When it comes to written texts inspired by the biblical text about Samson, there are indeed many of them, and listing and analyzing any one of them would take up too much space. It is essential to mention that through the written novels, poetry, plays, essays, analyses, and commentaries, significant differences are visible in the experience and understanding of the new character of Samson, as well as all other characters that appear in the biblical account. Vladimir Jabotinsky Zeev wrote the most famous novel about Samson.

Theater and film

The situation is almost identical in the theater and in the cinematography, and it can also be added freely in comics and cartoons. Samson is always portrayed as a superhero, a muscular man with enormous strength, while the other characters have positive and negative variations. DeMille, Cecil B. sign the most famous film about Samson; Samson and Delilah, Paramount Pictures, 1949.

Conclusion

It is evident that everyone who dealt with the character of Samson and the report about Samson understood the described events differently and expressed themselves through different media based on their own experience and understanding. Whether, how much, what, and who possibly had an influence on whom in this expression is a separate topic. But it is undeniable that significant differences exist.

To this day, there is no consensus on understanding, and people need to be clear regarding Judge Samson's biblical account.
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What is a myth?

The word myth comes from the Greek word 'mythos,' which means speech, word, and history. Therefore, a myth is a story, that is, a tradition about the beliefs of ancient peoples about the origin of the world, about some natural phenomena, about gods and legendary heroes.

A myth is a fairy tale, a story, a fabrication, or an unbelievable account of some events.

In Samson's account, many elements are characteristic of mythical stories and fairy tales. Every reader will very quickly recognize the many contradictions in the report, which, above all, relate to the opposites between Samson and an ordinary human being. We are left with a myth if we remove the theological and religious elements from the report.

At the very beginning of the report, we see that Samson is not born like any other man. An unnamed God participates in his birth and intends to fight through Samson against another god, Dagon, who the Philistines celebrate.

Samson kills a lion with his bare hands, kills thirty people himself and robs their clothes, fights alone without a weapon and kills a thousand people, tears down the gates of the city and carries them on his back to the top of a hill that is almost sixty kilometers away, in order to finally bring down with his bare hands an entire temple that holds more than three thousand people. And what to say about him capturing three hundred foxes, tying their tails in pairs, and inserting a lighted torch into them to chase them through the fields? All of this describes a man whose strength and ability exceed normal human strength, so it could be concluded that he is Superman, a mythical being.

Samson's name in Hebrew represents the sun, so he could easily be identified as the son of the Sun god in an eternal battle against the night. Night, or darkness, is represented in the report by the female name Delilah. The name Delilah in Hebrew can easily be associated with the night, as we will see later in this book.

Samson and Delilah, day and night, light and darkness, are shown through a love affair in which they passionately touch each other as day and night touch each other in their shifts.

Samson's supernatural strength can easily be connected to his long hair, which can represent the sun's rays. And only when his hair is cut off (the sun's rays are removed) he loses his strength and is overcome by the action of Delilah (the night). So, at one point, the night overcomes the day (the sun) so that the sun will again dominate the night when its rays are restored to it (when Samson's hair grows again, and his strength is restored to him again). It is evident that this represents the cycle of day and night shifts, that is, as an eternal struggle between the forces of light against the forces of darkness, or the forces of good against the


d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
ZEL] KO KALINIC

CHOSEN BY GOD. } HIS STORY.
BOUND BY DESIRE. %\ / OUR STRUGGLE.

DESTROYED BY SIN. s GOD’S REDEMPTION.
S

BEYOND STRENGTH.

.BEYOND LEGEND.
BEYOND THE SURFACE.

THESIBRIVAH .





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png
GXO+—





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





