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Once, in the land of Israel long ago there lived a man named Othniel. You probably haven't heard of him, but he was a very important person. You see, he was the first judge of Israel, who once saved the entire country and drove out an invading kingdom – all because he trusted in the Lord.
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It makes sense that he would know how to do that; after all, he had his kinsman Caleb to look up to. Caleb was one of the twelve spies who snuck into the Promised Land to see what the land was like before they tried to conquer it. All of them were amazed at the beautiful land, good for growing crops and raising animals.

Unfortunately, they were even more terrified of the people who lived there. Ten of the spies raced back to the Israelites to warn them of the giants who towered over them and lived in walled cities strong as fortresses. They tried their best to convince the Israelites to turn around and head back to Egypt. They were just a bunch of families with old people and women and babies, they argued. How could they possibly capture a land like that?
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Two of the spies, Caleb and Joshua, stood strong in the Lord. They trusted that God would help them do what was asked of them. When God was on their side, how could they lose?

The people sided with the ten cowardly spies and refused to go on. Even though they
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