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Dedicated to Elders Spencer Nixon and
Gabriel Burleson.

 


Thank you for your dedication in
serving the Lord, and for inviting me to ponder daily the atonement
of my Savior.
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 Missionary Invitation Extended to You, Dear
Reader

 


As of the date of this writing, I have
never heard anyone speak of what I am about to express. I may be
entirely wrong about it. However, the following personal
understanding has distilled upon my mind and has deeply moved my
heart over several years of pondering the atonement of Jesus
Christ, and I believe it to be correct. I invite the reader to
think upon this long and carefully.

 



 


 Defining
Moment on the Cross

 


I believe the one thing for which Jesus Christ was not
prepared was the moment on the cross when his Father withdrew his
presence (see 
Mark
15:34 and 
Matthew
27:46). When the Father withdrew his presence, the Holy Ghost
had to withdraw himself from Christ as well. Thus, Christ was, for
that moment, left utterly alone in a state of terrifying
uncertainty, feeling completely forsaken, forgotten, betrayed, and
confused.

 


When you and I feel fear, betrayal,
and the confusion of uncertainty, may we ponder the weight of
uncertainty with which Christ must have been gripped during this
unfathomable moment.

 


For Christ, I believe this moment was
an entirely new and unanticipated experience. During all his
suffering for us, up to that moment, he had been comforted by the
sustaining presence of his Father and the Holy Ghost, and the
certainty that came with their presence, assuring him that his
sufferings would have an end once his atoning sacrifice was
complete. But, at that moment when he was left entirely alone on
the cross, he faced the inexpressible horror of being abandoned to
the eternal doom of perdition. Outer darkness. He was yet alive, so
he faced this in the flesh.

 


Christ had power over his own life and
death. When he died, he deliberately relinquished his body. His
life was not taken from him by his crucifiers.

 


We often marvel at how Christ endured
not only our unspeakable, infinite sufferings, but resisted any
temptation to heal himself and just keep living.

 


We sometimes marvel at how Christ
endured such torment, in Gethsemane and on the cross, while
resisting any temptation to give in to the relief of death as an
escape from our pains and infirmities, an escape from us, who are
and were effectively his temporal and spiritual
tormentors.

 


But have we ever considered that
during that brief moment on the cross when his Father withdrew his
presence, Jesus for the first time felt afraid to die, and afraid
to resurrect, and that he may have actually supposed, at this
point, that if he were to relinquish his body and then take it up
again, he must remain forever abandoned to outer darkness, to spend
his eternity in a state of perdition worse than that of Lucifer.
Jesus, in that moment, may have actually thought it was the will of
his Father to leave him abandoned forever in outer darkness so the
rest of his children could return to him and enjoy everlasting
life. Jesus loves each of us so completely, he was willing to
submit himself wholly to all his Father’s will, even if this
forsaken end was his Father’s will, to take eternal doom himself so
that we could be exalted.
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