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We'd been trying for three years. Timed sex, negative tests, Diego rolling off me whispering at the ceiling.

His mom calling from Bogota asking about grandkids and my mom calling from Houston asking the same thing in English and neither of us having an answer.

But the pregnancy wasn't even the worst part. The worst part was that my husband couldn't stay hard.

It had been over a year. Maybe longer — I didn't want to count because counting made it real. Some nights were fine. Functional.

He'd finish inside me and I'd lie there with my hips on a pillow feeling like a science experiment. But more and more, he'd lose it halfway through.

I'd feel him going soft inside me and he'd clench his jaw and thrust harder like effort could fix it. It never did.

He'd pull out and mutter perdón and roll onto his back and neither of us would say anything.

At first I thought it was stress. Construction work, double shifts, his body giving out before his brain did. I told myself that. For months I told myself that.

But stress doesn't explain the way he'd tense up when I touched him. How his hands would go stiff on my hips like he was bracing instead of holding.

How he'd close his eyes the second he was inside me and keep them closed the whole time — not the way a man closes his eyes when it feels good, but like he was trying to be somewhere else.

Four inches. That's what my husband had. I never cared.

Six years together, six years of that same cock, and I never once thought about the size because he knew what to do with it and he loved me and sex was sex.

But when four inches can't stay hard, you notice every one of them. You feel every centimeter of what's shrinking inside you. You start doing math you never wanted to do.

The last time we fucked before the trip — really fucked, not the half-asleep grinding that passed for sex by then — was a Saturday night. I'd showered, shaved everything, put on lotion.

He was already in bed, scrolling his phone. I climbed on top of him. Kissed his neck. Rolled my hips into his.

"Mmm." He put his phone down. His hands went to my waist — automatic, muscle memory. I reached between us and he was soft. Completely soft.

I stroked him through his boxers and felt him thicken a little. Enough to work with.

I pulled him out and sank onto him and started riding. Slow.

My hands on his chest, my hair falling around his face, my hips doing what my hips do — and for a minute it was almost good. Almost like before. His breath catching.

His fingers digging into my thighs.

Then I felt it. The softening. That slow deflation I'd learned to feel coming. He was losing it. His jaw clenched. His hips stuttered.

He grabbed my waist and tried to thrust up into me harder but he was already half-gone and the angle wasn't working and I could feel myself sliding off him with each stroke.

"It's okay," I said. "Baby, it's okay."

He didn't answer. He pulled out — barely had to, he was small enough to just slip free — and rolled onto his side facing the wall. His shoulders tight. His breathing rough.

***
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I lay on my back and stared at the ceiling fan going around and around and didn't cry because I was past crying about it. This was just what sex was now.

I tried one more time. A Sunday morning, both of us awake, sunlight through the blinds. I slid my hand under the covers and found him. Soft.

I kissed his chest, his stomach, worked my way down.

Took him in my mouth — soft, warm, the familiar taste of his skin — and sucked him slow, my tongue doing the thing he used to like, my hand working the base.

He got half-hard. Barely. I sucked harder. Used my hand and my mouth together, sloppy, wet, trying. His hand went to my hair — not pulling, just resting. I looked up at him.

His eyes were open but he wasn't looking at me. He was staring past me with his jaw tight and his throat working like he was swallowing something down.

He came. A weak pulse on my tongue — thin, watery, barely there.

His body jerked once and then went still and his hand
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