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  Dedication

  


  Dedicated to my comrades-in-arms of the 2nd Company of the 502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion to remember in honor those who fell and to serve to remind those living of our undying and unforgettable fellowship.




    

   Afterword to the English-Language Edition


  One writes the history of a war to keep remembrances alive. One reads these memoirs to discover what happened. Above all, hopefully, it is intended that the younger generation learns from these readings and draws lessons for leadership, training, and weaponry from them.


  The second World War took place more than forty-five years ago. Many will ask themselves: Hasn’t the face of war changed fundamentally? Can one still learn from the events back then? Have nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons created completely new conditions that invalidate the former principles?


  The development of weapons in the last world war contributed increasingly to the destruction of large masses of people and the objects of civilization. Nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons have established a new set of priorities in the conduct of a war. Their employment carries the risk that the enemy will defend himself with the same weapons. Since no state desires to commit suicide, the balance of terror will hopefully function. Every thinking person certainly has to wonder why all the industrial states continue to develop new nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons, even though the deactivation of the nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons already on hand and more or less safely stored poses great problems and will probably last decades.


  Three well-known examples from the past are cited as proof:


  Nuclear weapons: In Hiroshima and Nagasaki, generations suffer from hereditary damage caused by the employment of nuclear weapons.


  Biological weapons: The island off the coast of England where resistant anthrax pathogens were tested on sheep still cannot be entered by humans. (This was supposed to be dropped on Hamburg!) It is impossible to live on this island.


  Chemical weapons: The future damage due to the employment of dioxin agents in Vietnam for defoliating the forests cannot be foreseen among either friend or foe. This is evident from the fact that a law was passed to care for the affected American Vietnam veterans.


  The numbers of those injured during the course of atomic and other testing with special weapons is intentionally kept secret by all the atomic powers.


  Dr. Jacob Segal, professor for general biology at the Humboldt University in Berlin, still adheres to his theory that the AIDS virus is a man-made product intended for biological warfare, created by a recombination of genes from the Visna virus and the human HTL V1 virus. Even if this remains a theory, just the fact alone that such a possibility has been considered by a prominent biologist gives us pause to think. As a rule, politicians and military leaders are not biologists or chemists or physicists. In this case, the scientists carry full responsibility. I hope that these people will finally put a stop to this madness and that the conscience of these men and women is stronger than their ambition and desire for material gain.


  In my opinion, the leading soldiers in the East and West are well aware that military leadership ends wherever nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons are employed. There will only be the question of survival and picking up the pieces. Operational leadership on the nuclear battlefield is no longer possible. I hope that the politicians in the military are prepared to admit this. The lowest level of leadership is the one most adversely affected in the case of nuclear, biological, and chemical contamination. Many agents do not take effect for days. Subjectively, the soldier is still ready for combat, but he only has a minimal chance of survival even if he is treated immediately. Should the company commander continue to employ those soldiers since they are as good as lost? The psychological stress on the soldier as well as the superior can scarcely be imagined!


  The war can continue to be waged at some distance away from the nuclear, biological, and chemical contamination, of course. The more often nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons are employed, the less opportunity there is to lead troops; the less frequently they are used, the more conventional the war. And, basically, that war will not be that much different from the one that took place from 1939–45 in Europe. The quality and effectiveness of modern conventional arms, the equipment, the organization, and the distribution of the troops on the battlefield continue their dynamic development. The “combined arms battle” runs its course more quickly, and the weapons become more deadly and technically complicated. Only man remains the same, perhaps becoming even more delicate. I am therefore of the opinion that, aside from or even without the effect of nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons, the fundamental principles of leadership, as well as the movement and employment of troops with their weapons in relation to time and space, in short, that which our forefathers called maneuvering, has changed very little.


  Finally, the excessive use of computers on the equipment and by the leadership is frequently an additional psychological burden on the soldier at the front. A soldier, regardless of his rank, who doesn’t remember he has a brain until the computer breaks down and doesn’t begin to use it until then will always be in second place. In no case must leadership be dependant upon computers!


  Looked at from the standpoint represented above, the lessons from the second World War appear to have kept their value. It is worthwhile to look at them, to take them to heart, and to develop them further.




  
  
  Documents

  

    



   Notes to First Six Documents


  DOCUMENT 1:


  This after-action report details some of the problems encountered during the establishment of the first “Tiger” battalions. This report is written from the commander’s point of view and details some of the first operations of the 502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion as well as listing some recommendations for organization and employment of these organizations. This report was written before Otto Carius joined the unit.


  DOCUMENT 2:


  This after-action report was written by the maintenance personnel of the 502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion. It lists some of the problems encountered with the initial production run of the “Tiger” tank.


  DOCUMENT 3:


  The operations at the “Judennase” are detailed in this after-action report by the battalion commander, Major Schwaner. (See chapter: “Knight’s Cross at the Hospital”)


  DOCUMENT 4:


  The operations in and around Dünaburg, which eventually led to the awarding of the Oak Leaves to the Knight’s Cross for Otto Carius, are detailed in this battalion-level after-action report by Major Schwaner.


  DOCUMENT 5:


  This report from the engineer staff section of the L Army Corps discusses the measures needed to be taken to reinforce the road network for the employment of “Tigers.” The report is based on input provided by the battalion commander at the time, Hauptmann Schmidt, and Lieutenant Carius.


  DOCUMENT 6:


  This after-action report, written by Lieutenant Carius himself, describes the operations in and around Lembitu in March 1944, which are covered in the main text beginning with the chapter “Ivan Attacks.”


    



   Document 1


  COPY


  Hauptmann Lange In the field


  2nd Company January 29, 1943


  502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion


  AFTER-ACTION REPORT

  I. Activation


  The company was activated as part of the battalion in May 1942. The first two “Tigers” were allocated on September 25, 1942; they had to be transferred to the 1st Company of the 502nd (Wolchow) on October 13, 1942. During the time period mentioned, the drivers were tested by Technical Officer Hering and tank training was initiated; most of the time, both “Tigers” were in the workshop. Until outfitting was complete, training was limited to classroom instruction based on requisitioned training charts and general weapons and terrain training.


  On December 21 and 22, 1942, one “Tiger” was received each day; on December 25 two “Tigers” were received; on December 26 three “Tigers”; and, on December 28 two “Tigers.” Time for training was limited to a few hours on these days, because outfitting, modifications, and basic issue items took up the entire time. In addition, all of the work left undone by maintenance had to be performed. Elements of the maintenance squads and the Panzer VI drivers of the company, as well as the specialists, shop foreman, and supervisor of the maintenance platoon at battalion had been detached to the 503rd Panzer Battalion from the beginning of December until December 21. All of the “Tigers” were zeroed in Fallingbostel, even though the order was in effect for the last two to be left on the Ssyms railcars. Despite this, all three transport trains rolled at the ordered times. From Fallingbostel: the first train at 2000 on December 27; the second train at 0500 on December 28; the third train at 1100 on December 29, 1942.


  Problems were intensified because the attachment of the company to Army Group Don was not ordered by teletype until the evening of December 23; this was the first time it was certain that the company was being separated from the battalion. In the meantime, however, all of the replacement parts consolidated by the headquarters company were at the battalion on the Wolchow River. To ensure supply of the company, trucks were requested (immediately attached by the General Army Office) and picked up by the company by December 26. The drivers arrived from the replacement battalions late in the morning of December 27. All of the Panzer VIs continued to be delivered without bore brushes (for the Model 36 main gun), to cite one example. These were not procured until special couriers were dispatched to Krupp and Wegmann.


  No time had been allocated for any training at organizational level. It is advisable that all “Tiger” units have at least three weeks’ time for training after receiving their last tank. Moreover, it is necessary to loan them experienced officers as advisors on a temporary basis, who can train with the soldiers and start sharing their experience during activation. Doing things too quickly leads to a lack of success during an operation or to the premature breakdown of the Panzer VI as a result of inadequate technical knowledge. It is recommended that the tank battalions of the established regiments be equipped with “Tigers” because a firm foundation with regard to tactical and technical knowledge is already present there.


  II. Employment


  On January 5 and 6, 1943, the three trains were unloaded in Proletarskaja and, on January 7, the company was attached to the 17th Panzer-Division and directed to Ssungar (Kuberle sector). The 107 kilometers were covered without mechanical failure during a ten and a half hour road march. A short maintenance halt was made every twenty kilometers.


  January 8, 1943


  Mission: The company was attached to Panzer Battalion 39. Together with Panzer Company “Sander,” it attacked six villages on the left flank forward of the left wing of the division (Schwerpunkt: Osserskij and Nish-Sserebjakowka) and eliminated the enemy wherever he appeared. After the first village was set on fire (twelve kilometers west of Ilowaskij), a radio message from the division was received: “Immediately turn around through the Kuberle sector in order to destroy the attack of two Russian regiments, supported by armor, coming from Osserskij.”


  In the course of this operation, two tanks, eight antitank guns, and approximately 1,000 Russians were destroyed by the company, for the most part by rolling over them. In addition, many antitank rifles and light infantry weapons were destroyed; by this action, the attack in front of friendly infantry was completely destroyed.


  
     


	Distance covered:
	65 kilometers on this day





	Losses:
	1 Panzer VI through transmission damage

2 Panzer IIIs through enemy fire





	Casualties:
	1 dead

5 missing in action

3 wounded





	Weather:
	Heavy snowstorm with ice formation in the morning, later clear visibility










  January 9, 1943


  Mission: Mop up the southwestern portion of Ilowaskij in conjunction with Panzer Company “Sander”


  The attack began in the morning twilight and ended with the destruction of five 7.62-mm antitank guns, two light field cannons, and one weak Russian battalion.


  The unit assembled in the northern portion of Ilowaskij after performing the mission.





	0900—New mission:
	Engage and destroy fifteen enemy tanks approaching Bratskij










  Because the “Tiger” company could not cross the bridge over the Kuberle at Bratskij, the attack was conducted in the form of a pincer. The company crossed the Kuberle embankment on its own east of Ilowaskij and advanced north. A strong enemy antitank line approximately 1,000 meters in front of our own lines was destroyed by attacking it (partly by employing smoke).


  In the process, eight antitank guns were destroyed.


  Following that, the company pivoted toward Bratskij to link up with Panzer Company “Sander.” In the meantime, the Russian tanks had turned off in the direction of Ssal. After linking up with Panzer Company “Sander,” the attack on Osserskij was ordered. Portions of the village were shot into flames after knocking out four flanking antitank guns. Following this, the company marched back in convoy with the tanks that had fallen out.





	Distance covered:
	48 kilometers on this day



	Losses:
	1 Panzer VI
	Hit on commander’s cupola (76.2 mm)—cupola lifted, welded seam cracked, cupola bolts broken. Temporary damage to the elevating mechanism, apparently due to the hit



	
	1 Panzer VI
	Due to shifting difficulties



	
	1 Panzer VI
	Due to motor fire, which was extinguished by the automatic fire extinguisher



	Casualties:
	1 Panzer III
1 dead
	Right drive sprocket shot off (Lt. Dr. Taubert: killed by an antitank hit on the rear deck while checking the motor after the fire)



	Weather:
	Cloud cover, clear visibility








  January 10, 1943


  Mission: In conjunction with Panzer Company “Sander,” conduct attack against enemy armor northwest of Budjenny


  In the process, eleven tanks, two antitank guns, and one Russian battalion were destroyed (3 T34s, 1 KV1, 7 T60s).


  Vehicular losses and personnel casualties: None


  By order of corps, all battle-ready tanks had to be attached immediately to the 16th Motorized Infantry Division. Three Panzer VIs and six Panzer IIIs were sent. The Panzer VIs remained at the 16th ID until January 15 and the Panzer IIIs until January 24, where they were involved in a number of battles, but generally just had to cover large distances. On January 14, three Panzer VIs received a mission to cover the withdrawal of the 16th ID to Kamarow three kilometers to the west (north of Nowo-Ssadkowskij) and then to road march back to the company at Proletarskaja. The Panzer IIIs remained attached to the division. All three Panzer VIs broke down on the return march due to mechanical problems and had to wait up to thirty hours in the steppes until they could be recovered (due to a lack of prime movers).


  On January 10, the remainder of the company and the broken-down tanks in Ssungar were ordered to withdraw to Proletarskaja. The march back ran into great difficulties because the recovery elements were not turned around in time, due to the Russians having captured a portion of the supply route. Despite this, everything was recovered, to a large extent with tanks that were moving back with the rear guard, which had been made driveable through improvised measures.


  On January 16 and 17, the mission-capable elements were employed as cover at Stalinski Pud and were involved on January 17 in defending against a Russian infantry attack. At the onset of darkness, the withdrawal of the 2nd Company of the 502nd was ordered. It had been attached to the 503rd Panzer Battalion in the meantime. The march to Rostow was conducted in phases until January 22. Four “Tigers” and three Panzer IIIs were loaded in Ssalsk; the rest were towed to Rostow in a road march, primarily by two “Tigers,” since the four prime movers were needed for loading or were, in part, themselves damaged. The march back and the towing operations were disrupted and made difficult by embankments, deep ravines, and heavy buildup of ice.


  III. Evaluation:


  Without exception, it must be ensured through the issuance of strict orders at all levels of command that “Tiger” units are never employed under company strength and that Panzer VIs and IIIs are never separated. The “Tigers” must be and remain the battering rams in an ongoing attack and the shielding buffers at the Schwerpunkt of the defense. The field elements are generally of the opinion that the “Tiger” can do everything. They do not understand that a new weapon has deficiencies and weaknesses, which can only be redressed through experience and further development. For this reason, the danger exists that “Tiger” units will be assigned missions that the normally equipped tank companies can solve without further ado. As a result of continuous movement, the subsequent heavy stress on running gear and motors, and the lack of time available for maintenance service, damage results, which cause “Tiger” units to break down when they are needed. The maintenance element must be able to work for as long as possible in one location (preferably a train station). When changing locations, it is especially important that it knows the “where to.” For the time being, “Tiger” units must continue to remain the last reserve of the troop commander. They must be available and ready behind the Schwerpunkt of the sector in order to force the decision whenever all other means fail.


  Road marches:


  The winter grousers do not offer sufficient protection against sliding sideways, something which came to light in the many iced-over ravines and embankments. March speed satisfies all demands made.


  Effect of enemy fire:


  At no time did fire from 76.2-mm antitank guns result in a penetration or heavy damage among the “Tigers” of the company. In one case, the commander’s cupola was lifted somewhat by a hit on the upper edge of its forward side as a result of the welding seam breaking open; in addition, the bolts inside snapped off.


  The Russian Model 42 antitank rifle obtained penetrations of up to 17 mm, as measured on the front slope in front of the driver’s position. This rifle was encountered quite frequently and can be recognized by its prominent muzzle flash. In one case, an oblique hit was made against the forward vision slit of the commander’s cupola. Its corner broke off and ricocheted, rendering the Kinon vision block unusable. The result of a direct hit: probable penetration. The rounds of the antitank rifle usually impact in the vicinity of the vision slot. One hit on the jacket tube of the 88-mm main gun (probably a 45-mm antitank gun) resulted in a severe indentation in the jacket tube and a very slight dent in the gun liner. Because the crew did not think the gun tube had been damaged, they continued firing without interruption.


  Firefight:


  The best firing distance is up to 1,500 meters; perfect hits with well-zeroed weapons. Up to now, effectiveness and penetration ability of the 88-mm is more than satisfactory for all targets.


  The ratio of the ammunition basic load must be 1:1—armor piercing to high explosive. As a minimum, it must be delivered in this ratio by supply elements in order to adjust daily for the requirements of the fighting. During the final battles, only armor-piercing rounds were available. Some of the shell casings were too thick, so that stoppages occurred because the breach block was jammed by them.


  The travel lock for the weapon must be capable of being operated with a handle. The ability to fire suffers due to the current travel lock and leads to delays of at least one minute. Under battle conditions, movement without locking down the weapon is not possible, as the weapons show severe elevation alignment problems after a short period of time.


  Observation of fire is sufficient for the commander; for the gunner, there is heavy degradation through the cloud of smoke caused by the discharge. In any case, a wiper for the optics is necessary. At present, unit-level improvisation is being tested and has proven itself well.


  Modification requests:


  Commander: The commander’s cupola must be lower. The vision slits must be adjustable. The turret hatch—as has already been requested—must be capable of being opened to the side. The cable for headphones and microphone is too short. The auxiliary handwheel for the traversing mechanism at the commander’s location must get a neutral position; periscopes for the commander’s cupola would be useful.


  Gunner: Capability to sit normally without turning at the hip. Place the handwheel for the elevating mechanism higher and outfit it with a cover. The optics freeze up during severe temperatures, so that the indicator slips; setting the range is impossible. The locking mechanism for the turret must engage from above, since it disengages in its current configuration. An additional locking mechanism for six o’clock is necessary, because the turret drifts to the side during towing.


  Loader: The machine gun is too close to the main gun; because of this, loading belts is made difficult. Many stoppages on the machine gun, because the sear linkage easily breaks or bends. Ammunition racks for the 88 mm are inconveniently located, especially the lower ones. The emergency escape hatch has to be able to be opened like a door. Hinges like those on the radio operator’s hatch (mount inside). In its current configuration, the emergency escape hatch can be opened from the inside but not closed. The hatch is not only there for dismounting when in great danger, however, but also for evacuation of wounded, for establishing contact with the infantry, for tossing out spent casings, and for extinguishing engine compartment fires in battle (from the hatch by turning the turret to three o’clock). It is also used for dismounting to conduct the work necessary for towing disabled tanks in battle.


  Driver: Vision slit jams easily. Install pivoting sideview optics (periscopes for the driver and the radio operator). Access hatch in the firewall between the fighting compartment and the engine compartment must be bigger for allowing easier work. Put the blackout driving light under armor protection, because otherwise it is constantly destroyed. Put the toolbox in the vehicle or in the storage box, otherwise it is constantly lost.


  Radio operator: Tank poorly debugged for radio interference. For command vehicles, to include the company commander, medium-wave radio is appropriate to remain in direct and constant contact with division. Its nonavailability was considered very disruptive at the 17th PD.


  IV. Organization


  The heavy tank battalion with two heavy companies represents very heavy fighting power. Reinforcement by a third company (“Tiger”), as is being sought to some extent, is not considered appropriate. The massing of “Tigers” at one place and to this extent is not possible at this time. The result is a division of the battalion and correspondingly increased difficulties in supply. Furthermore, the danger exists that the battalion then becomes so unwieldy that it can no longer do justice to its actual missions. Due to the poor road situation in Russia, road march difficulties and traffic jams have already occurred during movements by the battalion and its wheeled vehicles.


  As an organization scheme for the company, the following setup is considered to be appropriate (it has been followed by the 2nd Company since its activation):


 Command section:


 
    
2 Panzer VIs (Both equipped as command tanks; the second one, to be used as a reserve vehicle for the company commander, is still not on hand)


2 platoons, each with 4 Panzer VIs


2 platoons, each with 5 Panzer IIIs (with short 75-mm guns)





  Justification:


  Both “Tiger” platoons combine heavy firepower and can be maneuvered quickly by the company commander. In case a vehicle is lost, each platoon remains sufficiently combat effective and fire control is always firmly in the hand of the platoon leader.


  Both Panzer III platoons can be used at any time for reconnaissance to the front and flanks, the protection of the Panzer VIs against close attacks, and fighting infantry and massed targets. The provisioning of replacement parts and the exact wartime tables of organization and tables of distribution and allowances must be established in consultation with officers who have evaluated experience gained in combat.


  In summary, it can be said that the “Tiger” will do complete justice to the demands that are placed on a heavy tank in battle after its teething problems are eliminated.


  Of the nine “Tigers” in the company, most have reached a reading of approximately 800 kilometers.


    



   Document 2


  Maintenance Platoon In the field


  502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion January 29, 1943


  Inspector Cenker


  Shop Foreman Neubert


  TECHNICAL AFTER-ACTION REPORT

  I. Damage to the running gear


  Flange fasteners for the outer road wheels loosen themselves while moving. Result: loss of the outer road wheels. Severe wear on road wheels, their rubber surfaces, and road wheel rims.


  Cause:


  a) The flange for attaching the outer road wheels is much too small. The fastening screws are too weak and too short. The threads on the screws are much too coarse.


  b) When the rubber outer layer of the road wheel is damaged, the road wheel rims jam on the track, bend the outer edge of the rim, and cannot be used anymore.


  c) Too narrow mounting of the road wheels between the outer and inner ones; a space of 10 mm at the most.


  d) Bending of the second lifting arm from the front. e) Current lockdown devices insufficient. Great care must be taken in mounting the flanges.


  Remedy:


  for a) Make the fastening flange larger. Make the screws for them stronger and furnish them with fine threading; only employ screws where lock nuts can be used.


  for b) When constructing the rubber outer layer on the road wheels, it should be ensured that the first layer of rubber (wire netting) is kept even with the rims. By doing this, it can be ensured that the road wheels continue to roll on the first layer of rubber or wire netting when the top layer of the rubber layer becomes detached. Result: the heavy wear on the road wheels and the rims can be avoided.


  for c) The too-narrow mounting of the road wheels did not hold up very well in the winter, with the result that heavy wear on the rubber tires has occurred. If the vehicle moves in very poor terrain with a lot of rocks and ice, the spaces between the wheels jam up with sand and stones to such a degree that lifting arms are often bent and torsion bars broken. It is requested (suggested) that the spaces between the road wheels be kept somewhat greater.


  for d) See c) above.


  for e) As lockdowns for the screws, use the halfmoon-shaped piece of sheet metal designed for two screws that was recently delivered from Henschel; however, both ends must be made longer so that the lockdown clamps are higher. It must be ensured during installation that the support ring is kept clean (scratch away the paint).


  II. Track pins sliding out


  Reason:


  Securing devices for the track pins are too weak (inside and outside).


  Remedy:


  Deeper indentation and stronger securing devices at the inside end (track side); do not weld the fasteners on, but use screws for the track pins.


  III. Loosening of the fastening screws (cone-shaped screws) on the drive sprocket


  Remedy:


  Frequent tightening of the cone-shaped screws in the field or securing them by boring through the heads of the screws and locking them down with wire.


  Mounting of the running gear


  Mounting and dismounting device for road wheels.


  The following socket wrenches must be made stronger:


  52 mm


  27 mm


  32 mm


  Devices for fixing the lifting arms in place when changing torsion bars are needed.


  IV. Damage to the cooling system


  Reason:


  Loss of coolant at the hose connectors. Poor hose connectors; connecting hoses and pipes too short.


  Remedy:


  SKF hose connector (like Maybach)


  Presently fastened with wire by the troops. Longer connecting hoses. Lips at the end of the pipes.


  Connecting pipe for the radiator water outlet from the motor to the right radiator


  Reason:


  When opening and closing the rear deck access hatch, one of the latches presses against the connecting pipe and pushes it down; because of this, the connecting pipe is twisted and the hose fastener loosened. Result: leakage and loss of radiator water.


  Remedy:


  Move the access hatch latch. At present, the troops are breaking off the far edge.


  V. Damage to the fuel feed lines


  Leaky fuel tanks; leaky connections from the upper tank to the lower tank.


  Remedy:


  Better installation; check the soldering during installation; pay special attention to the riveting of the reinforcement metal.


  Loss of fuel


  Reason:


  Loosening of the membrane screws at the fuel pump. Bad seals on the sight indicators. Loosening of the lines to the fuel pump.


  Remedy:


  In general, better tightening of all screws and lines during installation at the plant. After longer road marches, retightening in the field as well. Lock down screws on the fuel lines.


  Fuel feed line to the carburetor


  Reason:


  Material deforms.


  Remedy:


  Other material has already been planned by Maybach.


  VI. Damage to the motor (carburetor fires)


  Reason:


  a) When dismounting the air collection pipe, all seals are damaged (at present—cork seals).


  b) When the cork seals on the air collection pipe are damaged, a gap is created and, with it, the possibility of backfiring flames escaping.


  c) Leaky floats. Result: a change in fuel levels and overflowing of fuel.


  Remedy:


  for a) Use of special or not so easily damaged material or modification by the carburetor manufacturer.


  for b) This malfunction can be eliminated by better seals.


  for c) Thorough checking of the carburetor and floats by the manufacturer.


  VII. Engine fires


  Reason:


  a) Ignition of spilled oil (the result of poor outer crankshaft seals).


  b) Poor seating of the lines leading to the fuel pump. Result: leakage of fuel.


  c) Poor seating of the screw cap to the oil fill funnel. Result: leakage of oil.


  This overflowing oil drops onto the muffler. Oil also leaks when the seal is missing.


  Remedy:


  for a) Use of better crankshaft seals.


  for b) Tightening of all fuel feed lines and locking down the nuts.


  for c) Tightening the fill cap screw with a wrench is not always possible during operations. For this reason, it is suggested that a larger-sized wing nut be used instead of a six-sided screw. That would guarantee good tightening, even by hand. The seal in the fill cap screw should be mounted in such a manner that its loss in the field is not possible.


  It would be desirable if the driver had the opportunity while making a maintenance halt during an operation to check his oil level without opening the rear deck hatch.


  VIII. Inadequate fire extinguishing system


  Reason:


  The crew has been given no chance to extinguish a fire in the engine compartment without leaving the fighting compartment whenever a fire starts.


   1. For inexplicable reasons, the automatic fire extinguisher does not activate sometimes when there is a carburetor fire.


   2. After two or three uses of the automatic fire extinguisher, it is empty and there is no opportunity for the troops in the field to refill or replace it.


  Remedy:


  It is suggested that an opening be installed in the firewall to the engine compartment so that the opportunity always exists of extinguishing the engine fire in the quickest manner possible without leaving the fighting compartment. It is absolutely necessary to mount a large five-liter Tetra carbon dioxide fire extinguisher in the fighting compartment so that any fire can be extinguished at any time.


  IX. Transmission damage


  Changing of the transfer devices; specifically, elongation of the wires (external). Result: changing of the shifting pattern.


  Wearing out of the acceleration brake (first brake). Individual shifting cylinders displace on their own. Reinforcement and fastening of the individual actuation levers has been performed in such a faulty manner that, to a large extent, the Preson pins and cotter pins of the individual bolts are missing. Because these parts are located behind the transmission housing, checking them is impossible without dismantling the housing. Provide the line system in the transmission with better seals or tighten it down better during disassembly. Due to the poor mounting of the oil lines, pressure is lost in the transmission.


  Remedy:


  The much-too-large wear and tear on the acceleration brake is caused by shifting to the fourth or fifth gear. It is suggested that sturdier material be used by the production facility for this brake.


  In manufacturing the transfer devices, great attention must be paid to the wire groups and assembly. In no case must easily malleable material be used. During the assembly and inspection of the transmissions by the manufacturer or the Army acceptance office, it must be ensured that all outside actuation levers and shafts are properly furnished with Preson pins and cotter pins. Because of these small deficiencies, vehicles have broken down. For the adjustment of the individual shafts, hours of work are often necessary by soldiers who have to perform this work without any type of aids. Likewise, it must be ensured by the manufacturer that the loosening of the oil pressure lines in the transmission as well as the displacement of shifting cylinders on their own is not possible.


  For the most part, various deficiencies and disruptions in the shifting transmission could be avoided if the transmissions are not driven until they reach their proper operating temperature. This is frequently not possible. For this reason, measures must be taken so that the vehicles can be driven without damage even when they have not reached operating temperature.


  AFTER-ACTION REPORT CONCERNING TOWING EQUIPMENT FOR THE PANZER VI


  I. Towing operations with the Panzer VI have revealed that all of the towing equipment is inadequate and too weak. All of the tow bars bend and the bolts jam. Despite bracing of the equipment, the force exerted by the Panzer VI in steep terrain is so great that all of the towing equipment is bent.


  II. The eighteen-ton prime movers are much too light; it is almost impossible to tow one Panzer VI in difficult terrain with three or four prime movers. In steep terrain, the tank pushes the prime movers out of the way. Greater braking power is absolutely necessary. In steep terrain, practice has shown that three prime movers have to be used in front with two in the rear acting as a brake in order to get the tank through it. It is suggested that every battalion be given two vehicles with a “Tiger” chassis for towing purposes (damaged vehicles).


  III. Due to the length of the element, towing a “Tiger” along a route of advance with four or five prime movers impedes all of the traffic. Road marching within a column is very difficult. Approaching another column and sudden stops within one are practically impossible. Towing operations on longer road marches at night is impossible, because each bridge has to be checked for its load classification; narrow gullies or other obstacles can scarcely be negotiated at night.


  IV. Towing a Panzer VI with four prime movers a distance of 150 kilometers has shown that clutch and transmission damage resulted in all four prime movers. Of those, one prime mover had such severe transmission damage that the entire transmission had to be overhauled.


  V. The snow chains with the rubber padding for the prime movers are completely ill-suited in difficult terrain and for towing a Panzer VI. The chains are too weak and rip; the guide chains slip off and also rip off the rubber padding. The winch cables for winching a tank out are much too weak and rip. Five prime movers are necessary in order to winch out a Panzer VI on a 10 percent grade.


   Besides the winching cables, the mounting screws to the drive on the winch rip out. These screws have only been rated for pulling seven and a third tons. Therefore, it is practically impossible to drag an immobile tank over an end ramp and onto a rail car despite two sets of block and tackle with two prime movers.


  It is absolutely necessary to use stronger winch cables for the towing of Panzer VIs and to develop better towing systems. As practice has shown, recovery is most easily and quickly accomplished in difficult terrain by another Panzer VI.


  VI. To recover a Panzer VI, a platoon must have at least six prime movers available (with one six-ton crane among them).


  Because the 502nd Panzer Battalion was divided into two elements (each with a maintenance platoon), our 2nd Maintenance Platoon had only three prime movers at its disposal (of which one prime mover was lost due to transmission damage). Result: great difficulties in recovering Panzer VIs.


  It is absolutely necessary that independent Tiger companies be equipped with six prime movers.


  VII. Improvements in the towing equipment are being conducted in the field. Despite this, it is necessary to develop better towing equipment in Germany; it must be developed in such a form that it is delivered directly from the manufacturer with each tank.


  It is suggested that the towing equipment be constructed in such a manner that it is mounted to the left and right of the exhaust mufflers. This will make it possible to tow a Panzer VI out of harm’s way with another Panzer VI without special means of assistance (e.g. during battle because of breakdown, fire, or any other deficiency). Using tow cables to recover a Panzer VI in combat is very difficult.


   1. This is due to the exhaustive work, the retrieval of the tow cables from the tank, and the connecting of the cables to the shackles.


   2. The shackles delivered by the manufacturer have proven themselves to be completely inadequate.


  Reason: a) The material is too brittle and it breaks.
b) The shackles warp and the bolts bend.


  Result: More work in order to get the bent bolts and shackles out of the shackle mounting eyes on the tank.


  VIII. Placing the track-mounting toolbox outside of the tank on the left side does not function well. The toolbox must be moved inside because it has been lost on almost all the tanks.
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  Location classified


  Carius, Lieutenant March 24, 1944


  2nd Company/


  502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion


  AFTER-ACTION REPORT FOR THE PERIOD FROM MARCH 17 TO 21, 1944


  March 17, 1944


  At 0900 on March 17, 1944, the artillery barrage in preparation of the large-scale Russian attack across the entire 61st Infantry Division sector was initiated. The Schwerpunkt could not be determined initially. My two “Tigers” were 1,000 meters west of Chundinurk, the reserve of the 162nd Grenadier Regiment. At 0930, during the artillery barrage, ten men passed me heading west from Chundinurk. These were then followed by a 3.7-cm Flak gun, a twelve-ton prime mover, and then twenty to thirty men without weapons. I asked one of the men whether he had come from the ruins. When I heard that both of the ruins and the farmstead had been evacuated and destroyed, I went into action. I didn’t receive any more orders from above, because all the lines had been destroyed or cut by the artillery barrage. I immediately advanced rapidly to the farmstead and had the second vehicle sweep out somewhat to the left. I immediately saw that the enemy was already in battalion strength on the plain north of the rail embankment at Limbitu and that one tank was moving southeast of the Kinderheim. North of the railroad embankment, five additional T34s were moving rapidly north toward the Rollbahn. There were no defensive weapons on hand, because the assault guns had also moved north. Only the machine gun on the right flank of the Division Feldhermhalle had remained in place, and, late in the afternoon, it renewed fire. The T34 south of the Kinderheim turned around immediately when it saw us approach. It passed me heading toward Lembitu and was knocked out at point-blank range. The five T34s that were moving toward the Roll-bahn were also knocked out within a few minutes. Five antitank guns were destroyed on the rail embankment. The majority of the Russian infantry on the plain were destroyed in a counterattack, and the old main battle line at the ruins was regained. The farmstead and the ruins were then held free of the enemy against all further attacks until the onset of darkness and would only have had to be reoccupied. By 1030 I had already informed Oberleutnant von Schiller that there were no more infantry there. This report was considered to be incorrect by the regiment, until I personally drove to their command post at the Kinderheim at 1700 and was responsible for a few people being assembled and ordered back to the old strongpoints. After a half hour preparation from heavy weapons, the Russians, using armor support, renewed the attack in battalion strength in the Lembitu sector at 1340. The main battle line was held by my tanks (at 1100 a third vehicle had been brought up), and the attack was repulsed with high casualties to the enemy. Five T34s and one KVI were destroyed. Our artillery did not support me, because the forward observers were no longer there. At 1515, the enemy assembled in regimental strength south of the rail embankment at Lembitu. Because my ammunition had run low and one had to reckon with additional attacks, I (through Oberleutnant von Schiller) had a barrage of army-level artillery initiated on preregistered targets around Lembitu. The fire came after about twenty minutes. It sat so well that the assembly area was completely destroyed. The Russians did not attack again until 1615. That time, it was in battalion strength. They wanted to take the strongpoints at all costs. At 1700 the attack was repulsed with heavy casualties to the enemy. The Russians had not accomplished anything. Three additional T34s were knocked out around Lembitu. After that fruitless attack by the Russians, I left two “Tigers” at the ruins and personally drove to the regimental command post. At 1600, it had been claimed by higher headquarters (relayed by Oberleutnant von Schiller) that the ruins had been occupied by us. Not until I told him did Major Haase hear about the mess-up in the morning. He then gathered a few people together. Because this lasted a long time, I had to drop back approximately 200 meters from the ruins when it became dark. I did this to be safe against hunter/killer teams and to have fields of fire. One “Tiger” remained at the farmstead. The farm-stead was kept free of the enemy until the arrival of ten men at 2100. They simply reoccupied it. An additional twenty-five men formed a line in the vicinity of the Pirtsu–Auwere road. The Russians did not attempt any more attacks during the night; they occupied both ruins, however, without resistance. At 2130, I drove back to my base to resupply. At 2400, an additional two “Tigers” were sent to the Kinderheim as a reserve. I didn’t need to employ them, however.


  Destroyed: 14 T34s, 1 KVI, 5 7.62-mm antitank guns


  March 18, 1944


  Starting from Pirtsu at 0500, I initiated a counterattack against the ruins in conjunction with sixteen infantrymen. After a short destructive fire by all three vehicles on the western ruin, I rolled forward to it; eight men occupied the ruin. The attack on the eastern ruin was more diffi-cult, because it had been occupied by forty men and was near the rail embankment. The Russians put up an extremely tough and bitter defense. During the night, they had emplaced five 76.2-mm antitank guns in the ruins. They were immediately destroyed; in addition, one 47-mm antiaircraft cannon and two short-barreled 76.2-mm infantry howitzers were destroyed. Two T34s, which counterattacked from the ruins of Lembitu, were destroyed. At 0545, heavy mortar and large-caliber artillery fire started. Four infantrymen became casualties, and the ruins could not be occupied, let alone held, by the remainder. I had the attack broken off to avoid further losses, including tanks. I brought the wounded back and drove to the support base. The eastern ruin was also left to the Russians in the following days. The Russians left thirty to forty dead in the ruins.


  1445: Barrage-type preparation of heavy weapons on the ruins, farmstead, and the plain north of it. 1500: Counterattack of the Russians in company strength (with armor support) against the ruins and the farmstead. The attack was repulsed, and two T34s and one T60 were knocked out.

Destroyed: 4 T34s, 1 T60, 5 7.62-mm antitank guns, 2 7.62-mm short-barreled infantry howitzers, and 147-mm antiaircraft cannon


  March 19, 1944


  1200: After artillery and mortar preparation, attack against the north-south road at Point 38.9. Six T34s, one KVI, one T60, one 7.62-mm antitank gun destroyed. 1600: Counterattack south from Point 33.9. 1700: One T34 destroyed. 1800: One T34 destroyed. 1900: Old main battle line regained.


Destroyed: 8 T34s, 1 KVI, 1 T60, 17.62-mm antitank gun


  March 20, 1944


  0515: Russian attack in company strength around Lembitu. 0620: Repulsed. One T34 destroyed. 1145: Attack in company strength at Lembitu. 1230: Repulsed. One T34 and one 47-mm antitank gun knocked out.


  Destroyed: 2 T34s, 147-mm antitank gun


  March 21, 1944


  0300: Middle ruins taken by the Russians. 0445: Counterattack with ten infantrymen against the middle ruins. 0620: Ruins firmly in our hands. Two 76.2-mm antitank guns destroyed.


  0830: Ruins evacuated again. Four men dead; six men fled. 1205: Radio sets brought to the farmstead with a “Tiger” (the one there had broken down). Impossible by foot. Two T34s destroyed at Point 33.9.


  1630: Counterattack against the middle ruins. 1700: Situation reestablished. One vehicle stuck. Damaged by direct mortar hit during recovery and one man wounded. Otherwise, the recovery went well.


  Destroyed: 2 T34s, 2 76.2-mm antitank guns


  March 22, 1944


  1000: Attack at Point 33.9. Two T34s knocked out. Attack was repulsed.


  Destroyed: 2 T34s


  /signed/


  Carius, Lieutenant


  2nd Company/


  502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion
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  SECRET


  Corps command post


  Corps Headquarters: L Army Corps July 14, 1943


  Ia./ K.Pi.F.—Stopi.


  No. 93 / 43 g. Kdo.


  Reference: A.O.K. 18. Ia No. 9945 / 43 geh. of June 12, 1943


  SUBJECT: Employment of the Mark VI tank (“Tiger”)


  TO: A.O.K. 18


  A new route reconnaissance of the approach routes for areas of operation A-E in the corps sector was conducted by the commander of the 502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion, Hauptmann Schmidt, and platoon leader Lieutenant Carius. The following was determined:


  Area of Operation A





	Debarking train station:
	Taizy



	Approach route:
	Taizy–Krasnoje Selo–Dreiecksdorf–river road








  The bridge over the Kikenka ditch between the Oranienbaum rail line and the river road can be circumvented for the time being by approaching on the rail embankment up to the high voltage line at the signalman’s house, then moving 750 meters north, and then east to the road from Dreiecksdorf to the river road.


  Work needed:


  Reinforcement of the railroad bridge over a ditch east of the signalman’s house. Manufacture of a turn-off ramp from the rail embankment to the field path in the area of the signalman’s house. The conduct of the work will encounter no serious problems and can be performed with expedient measures.


  The bridge over the Kikenka ditch on the road from Dreiecksdorf to the river road does not have to be reinforced initially.


  A continuation of the Krasnoje Selo–Dreiecksdorf–river road approach route to Urizk is possible via the road through the collective farm at Proletarskij-trug up to the Oranienbaum rail line and from here on the road next to the railroad up to the outskirts of Urizk.


  Work needed:


  Reinforcement of both of the road bridges over the creek beds north of the fork in the tracks (at the western point of the fork in the tracks and in front of the middle of the fork in the tracks). This work can also be performed relatively quickly with expedient means.


  Area of Operation B





	Approach route:
	Taizy–Krasnoje Selo–Konstantinowka–Dreiecksdorf–Puschkin Rollbahn








  Where the route intersects the Dreiecksdorf–Puschkin Rollbahn, it can be negotiated further in the direction of Puschkin if the bridge over Duderhofer Creek, 600 meters east of the crossing, is upgraded to seventy tons. Rebuilding is necessary.


  Crossing the Ligowski Canal is conditionally possible. The construction of a ford with surface reinforcement is desired.


  Area of Operation C




	Approach route:
	Taizy–Duderhof Ost–Groes Lager–Finn.–Koirowo








  The road bridge over a drainage ditch north of the reinforced bridge in Duderhof Ost must also be reinforced.


  The remainder of the route from Groes Lager–Finn.–Koirowo is only negotiable when the ground is frozen.


  Area of Operation D





	Approach route:
	Taizy-Duderhof Ost–Groes Lager–Niolajewka–Mal Kabosi–Rechkolowo








  The larger bridges spanning ditches at Talikola, Ssolosi, Uskulja, and west of Nikolajewka which are on the east-west link from Mal Kabosi–Groes Lager must be reinforced.





	Approach route:
	Gatschina–Kokkolowo–Mal Kabosi–Rechkolowo








  The crossing over the antitank ditch between Kowrowo–Pellelja must be made negotiable by filling it in.


  Area of Operation E





	Approach route:
	Gatschina–Pellelja–Ssobolewa–Sofija–Puschkin








  The bridge over the creek bed south of Kirbusi must be upgraded to seventy tons.





	Approach route:
	Gatschina–Romanowo–Innerer Ring–Antropschina–Sluzk–Puschkin








  Reinforcement of the bridge over the drainage ditch 750 meters southwest of the Ishora is desired, but can be placed last in the construction sequence.


  The crossing over Ligowka Creek at Romanowo cannot be forded. The bridge must be checked for a load capacity of seventy tons and, if necessary, reinforced.


  Continued movement over the terrain starting from the northern outskirts of Antropschina appears questionable. An unimpeded advance is guaranteed by the reinforcement of the bridge over Slavianka Creek before it joins the Pokrowskaja–Sluzk road, the bridge on the northern outskirts of Pjaselewo, and the one prior to the hospital north of Sluzk.


  All reinforced bridges and detours are to be marked with the tactical symbol used by the 502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion (an elephant).


  For the corps headquarters,


  The chief of staff
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  502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion In the East


  Schwaner, Hans-Joachim, August 19, 1944


  Major and Battalion Commander


  AFTER-ACTION REPORT ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE STAFF, 2ND COMPANY, AND 3RD COMPANY OF THE 502ND HEAVY PANZER BATTALION IN THE AREA OF THE 18TH ARMY IN THE PERIOD FROM JUNE 24 TO 30, 1944


  Attachment relationship


  The staff, 2nd Company, and 3rd Company of the 502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion were attached to the XXXVIII Army Corps; the 1st Company was attached to L Army Corps (16th Army) on June 23, 1944.


  Situation at XXXVIII Army Corps


  On June 22 and 23, after heavy artillery preparation (heavy barrage by sixty to eighty batteries), the enemy penetrated the main battle line with strong infantry and armor forces. They penetrated in the 121st Infantry Division sector (northeast of Ostroff) along an approximately two-kilometer-long front. They took the high ground at Sujewo (Judennase)–Schapkowo–Bajewo–Wankowo. On the evening of 23 June, using tanks and mounted infantry, they were advancing toward the Pleskau–Ostroff road along the Sujewo–Judino ridgeline.


  Alert and mission for the 502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion


  At approximately 2000 on June 23, the 3rd Company of the 502nd (billeted in Rubinjati, southwest of Ostroff) was alerted. The staff and the 2nd Company were then alerted and directed by order of the XXXVIII Army Corps to join the 121st ID in the area around Pyljai to conduct a counterattack to regain the former main battle line. After a thirty-kilometer road march with only minimal losses due to mechanical problems, the companies assembled in the area ordered during the night. The following tanks were combat ready: Staff—one command vehicle; 2nd Company—ten “Tigers” out of eleven; 3rd Company—eleven “Tigers” out of fourteen.


  The orders conference at the 121st ID (Commander: Oberst Löhr) resulted in the following mission for the companies:


  Starting from the tactical assembly areas (3rd Company in Pyljai; 2nd Company four kilometers to the north of it, just west of the village of Sseschtkino), the attack was to be initiated at X-hour on June 26 to regain the high ground at Sujewo. It was to be conducted along the path from the Kirowo state farm to Schapkowo in conjunction with the recently introduced 1st Battalion of the 94th Grenadier Regiment. The attack was to be started after heavy artillery preparation by reinforced divisional artillery. The 2nd Company was directed to work closely with the 1st Battalion of the 94th Grenadier Regiment. The staff and 3rd Company remained at the disposal of the division and were not to enter the attack until ordered to do so.


  Simultaneously with the attack outlined above, a flanking attack was to be conducted by the 121st Engineer Battalion. It was to attack with assault guns and self-propelled guns along the Judino–Sujewo ridgeline toward the objectives of Sujewo and Woschtschinino.


  June 24: Start of the attack—0730. By 0645, the 2nd Company had moved into its assembly area west of Sseschtkino and established contact with the 1st Battalion of the 94th. At 0720, the forward line of infantry was crossed with the intent to exploit our own artillery fire and attack simultaneously with the assaulting infantry. Our own infantry then went to ground at the woods east of the state farm in Kirowo due to the heavy enemy artillery fire. The “Tiger” Company, which had made good progress up to then, was forced by that to make an involuntary halt after 500 meters. It was identified by the Russians and immediately taken under concentrated artillery fire. The attack began to move again at 1030. Tanks and infantry fought their way forward, step-by-step, against hard-fighting enemy infantry, many medium and heavy antitank guns, and, occasionally, extremely heavy artillery fire of all calibers.


  The attack of the right flank element, the 121st Engineer Battalion, proceeded much more easily. In acknowledgment of this situation (based on a suggestion to the division commander), the entire 3rd Company, originally given the mission to support the 2nd Company in its attack on Sujewo, was directed to support the 121st Engineer Battalion. It was to propel the energetic attack even further along, to provide relief for the attack of the heavily engaged 94th Grenadier Regiment and the 2nd Company, and to reach the objective without delay. This attack along the Judino–Sujewo ridgeline gained ground rapidly. At 1100, the 3rd Company was already at the southwestern edge of Woschtschinino. The Russian infantry, estimated at approximately three infantry regiments in the area of the breakthrough and supported by elements of a mixed armored brigade, was completely unnerved by the energetic pincers attack of the two assault groups supported by “Tigers.” It evacuated the terrain in front of the objective (Judennase). About 1200, the 2nd and 3rd Companies reached the high ground around Sujewo without losses. They found themselves in the middle of the main Russian position, consisting of our own former bunkers and an expanded trench system, which was practically untraversable for tanks. Putting up a tough and bitter defense, the Russian infantry could only be partially expelled from their trenches. Many bunkers, machine gun, and mortar positions were blown apart. Several enemy tanks located in well-camouflaged positions in the ruins of the village of Sujewo were destroyed. The infantry, which followed both assault groups, had suffered high losses due to artillery fire and strong infantry resistance. They were completely worn out as a result of the summertime heat and the very difficult terrain—marshy conditions with shell craters. They could not establish contact with the tanks until the afternoon and then only with minimal forces. In this regard, both “Tiger” companies repeatedly dispatched one to two platoons to fetch infantry to clear out the enemy positions at the objective. As a result, a cut-off Russian infantry battalion was completely destroyed by the 2nd Company. By evening, three enemy counterattacks on the objective were repulsed by the “Tigers” of the two companies. Seven enemy tanks were destroyed, and infantry in at least battalion strength was eliminated in the process. Despite the fact that the positions on the high ground at Sujewo were still heavily occupied by Russian infantry, the enemy directed concentrated fire onto them to destroy the “Tigers.” As a result, two “Tigers” were either immobilized or disabled by artillery fire. One of them was hit so hard that the crew had to dismount well in front of our own lines. In the evening, the second tank caught fire when trying to drive back under its own power. This was the result of damage to the fuel line. The fire was extinguished by the crew, however.


  Because our infantry had not been able to clear and occupy the heights of Sujewo by 2100, both “Tiger” companies were withdrawn at 2200 (following a suggestion to division). The firepower of the “Tigers” alone did not lead to the desired success. They moved as far back as the battalion command posts to prepare themselves to beat back any new counterattacks. During the night, the entire 3rd Company was moved back to Pyljai where it resupplied and spent the night. Out of the 2nd Company, one platoon remained with the forward infantry elements at Schapkowo; the rest was also ordered to Pyljai.




	Successes:


	20 tanks (T34 and KVI) knocked out





	
	15 antitank guns destroyed





	
	At least two battalions of enemy infantry destroyed or wiped out





	Friendly losses:


	2 Panzer VIs:





	
	Of those, one in front of the enemy main bat¬ tle line, the second vehicle in the middle of our own main battle line





	KIA and WIA:
	None









  June 25, 1944: Situation


  The enemy still possessed most of the Judennase. During June 25 and the night of 25 to 26 June, he reinforced his elements with infantry, antitank guns, and tanks.


  The line, which had been taken on June 24 by the counterattack of the 94th Grenadier Regiment and the 121st Engineer Battalion (both closely supported by the “Tiger” companies), was held on June 25. It held out against a number of counterattacks by enemy infantry. It was intended to conduct our own counterattack in the evening to regain the old main battle line: specifically, by simultaneously attacking the Judennase and the area north of it to gain possession of the heights around Bajewo and Iwankowo. This attack was then slated for June 26 because the forces necessary for it (infantry battalion, artillery, and rocket launchers) did not arrive on time.


  During the day, 2nd and 3rd Companies remained in their assembly area in Pyljai. In Schapkowo, one platoon from the 2nd Company was employed at the command post of the 1st Battalion of the 94th Grenadier Regiment. It beat back assorted small counterattacks of the enemy.


  June 26, 1944: Mission


  The mission was to continue the reduction of the enemy breakthrough at the Judennase and reestablish the old main battle line at Sujewo. Using two Kampfgruppen, it was intended to conduct the attack in a manner similar to June 24. Employing six “Tigers” under the command of Hauptmann von Schiller, the 121st Engineer Battalion attacked to the right along the ridgeline from Woschtschinino to Sujewo. With six “Tigers” under the command of Lieutenant Carius, the 94th Grenadier Regiment attacked to the left. The start of the attack was initially set at 0900 but was moved up to 0600 during the night.


  Conduct of the attack:


  After heavy artillery preparation (a concentration of all available batteries) on the area of penetration and the heights of Sujewo, both assault groups assembled for the attack at 0615. The penetration into the enemy main battle line succeeded without great difficulty. Employing close and thorough teamwork between the tanks and the infantry, everything was rolled up on a trench-by-trench basis. The attack proceeded well as far as the heights of Sujewo and Woschtschinino. On the eastern edge of the high ground, the Panzer group of von Schiller destroyed two 12.2-cm antitank guns. As the attack continued, extremely difficult terrain conditions surfaced for the “Tigers.” The enemy positions had been shot to pieces by the artillery fire from both sides. A lot of mud and muck had formed in the trenches and shell craters due to rain in the previous few days. The tanks could only work themselves forward on a step-by-step basis and had to direct each other by radio. As on June 24, heavy, concentric artillery fire of all calibers was employed against the tanks. At that point it became obvious that the commanding high ground of Bajewo (it was originally intended to attack it simultaneously) was not yet in our possession. Instead, a strong nest of enemy resistance had been formed from which the enemy could apply heavy flanking fire. With his observation posts, he could also overlook the entire terrain used by both assault groups. Attempting to block this dangerous northern flank through artillery fire was only partially successful and had little effect. The concentric artillery fire, antitank guns, and 15.2-cm assault guns caused losses within both groups of “Tigers.” At Hauptmann von Schiller’s location, two “Tigers” were damaged by artillery fire and made immobile; two “Tigers” were also damaged at Lieutenant Carius’s location. Despite this, the attack to take possession of the Judennase was continued. The infantry of the right-hand assault group, the 121st Engineer Battalion, reached the objective. It worked closely with the tanks, advancing slowly and rolling up the heavily occupied enemy trenches in a series of rushes, sometimes using flamethrowers. The village of Woschtschinino and the trench system on the far side of the slope (which falls off to the east) were taken. The occupation and clearing of the high ground of Sujewo succeeded only partially for the left-hand assault group. The middle portion of the village was taken, while heavy, unresolved fighting took place for the northern portion of the village, dominated by the high ground of Bajewo from the flank. While bringing the infantry up to the old main battle line, the “Tigers” had to move up to the high ground of Sujewo. They were taken under fire there by concentrated antitank and assault gun fire from the east. One “Tiger” from Carius’s group was knocked out by direct artillery and assault gun fire after two Russian assault guns had been knocked out at a distance of 1,500 meters. Two tanks from von Schiller’s group were knocked out by the same fire. To avoid additional losses caused by moving up to or crossing over the high ground, all “Tigers” were ordered back to reverse slope positions where they could prepare to defend against tanks or conduct counterattacks in case of enemy penetrations. The positions on the eastern slope of the Judennase could only be taken by an infantry effort and with artillery support. Suffering heavy casualties, the infantry succeeded in occupying the old main battle line by 1300. It set up to defend against the expected enemy counterattack. The northern portion of the high ground of Sujewo continued to be in Russian hands. Under the command of Hauptmann Leonhardt, four additional combat-ready tanks arrived from Pyljai during the afternoon and were added to von Schiller’s group in support of the defensive fighting of the engineers. Under the continuous employment of close air support and heavy artillery and mortars, an enemy counterattack with seven tanks (KVIs and Shermans) and approximately 400 infantry took place from the east around 1500. Two KVIs were destroyed by Haupt-mann Leonhardt’s tanks. The enemy infantry succeeded in dislodging the engineers on the forward slope of Sujewo. The battle for the Judennase continued to rage until the evening. Not until the onset of darkness did it quiet down enough to enable the tanks to withdraw somewhat from the line they had won. They set up near the battalion command post as ready reserves and an antitank defense. Together with the losses of June 24, nine “Tigers” in all had been knocked out on or right behind the newly won main battle line, having been immobilized by artillery or antitank hits. All fully capable “Tigers” were employed during the night to recover these tanks. By the morning of June 27, five damaged “Tigers” were successfully recovered from the front line.




	Successes:
	2 assault guns (15.2 cm) and





	
	2 KVIs destroyed;





	
	4 12.2-cm antitank guns and a number of antitank guns and self-propelled guns destroyed;





	
	Numerous enemy infantry weapons, mortars, and machine guns destroyed by fire or by being driven over;





	
	Approximately 500 enemy KIA





	    Friendly losses:


	7 Panzer VI “Tigers” immobilized by fire; of those, five were recovered during the night





	Personnel losses:


	1 officer (Lieutenant Naumann),





	
	1 noncommissioned officer, and





	
	1 enlisted man MIA;





	
	4 severely wounded and





	
	2 slightly wounded.








  June 27, 1944:


  The situation remained unchanged at Sujewo (Judennase). To the north of it, a friendly attack to occupy the high ground of Iwankowo (Utkino–Gorodez) was conducted in the early morning hours using infantry and assault guns and employing the concentrated fire of the division artillery. Under the leadership of Lieutenant Carius, a platoon consisting of four “Tigers” supported the fighting by fire from the vicinity of Schapkowo. From there, the high ground of Utkino–Gorodez and Bajewo is thoroughly dominated. Carius’s platoon had remained at the command post of the 1st Battalion of the 94th Grenadier Regiment during the night. The attack of the assault guns and the infantry did not succeed and was called off with considerable casualties after two hours. During the day, Lieutenant Carius remained at the command post of the 1st of the 94th as the reaction force. Hauptmann von Schiller—with four combat-ready “Tigers”—stood by at the command post of the 121st Engineer Battalion and later at the 1st Battalion of the 435th Grenadier Regiment to fight enemy counterattacks and armor penetrations. The situation remained unchanged during the day, except for various enemy artillery attacks and small-scale raids at the Judennase. Of the total of nine “Tigers” immobilized by fire, six had been recovered from the front by then. They had been towed to maintenance by the recovery platoon. Three shot-up “Tigers” remained along and in front of our own main battle line. They could only be reached by nighttime patrols with infantry and armor support. Because it was determined around 2200 that a Russian artillery observer was in the one “Tiger” located the farthest away from the main battle line, and it could also be gathered by motor noises (armor or tractors) that the Russians intended to tow that “Tiger” away, it was destroyed by our own guns on order of the division commander.


  June 28–30, 1944


  The situation remained unchanged. Except for a reaction force consisting of three “Tigers” (under the command of Lieutenant Eichhorn), which was held in readiness at the battalion command post one kilometer east of the state farm at Kirowo, no other “Tigers” were employed. The 2nd Company assembled near the division command post of the 121st ID at Telegina. The 3rd Company was in Pyljai. The vehicles were repaired by the maintenance squads, and a portion were sent to the maintenance section or the maintenance company (repairs of more than three days).


    On the evening of June 28, the reaction force of Lieutenant Eichhorn knocked out two KVIs from a distance of 1,800 meters. On the morning of June 29, an American tank—a Sherman—was immobilized at a distance of 2,000 meters. A little while later a few artillery pieces of medium caliber were destroyed, which the enemy had emplaced between the high ground Utkino–Gorodez and Bajewo. The continual recovery attempts that Lieutenant Eichhorn tried at night failed. He attempted to recover the two “Tigers” in no-man’s-land that had not been completely destroyed. It was impossible to approach these tanks without infantry support, because the Russians reacted with heavy artillery fire each time. Lieutenant Eichhorn and his tanks remained at his old location until July 4 in order to repeat the recovery attempts. Because the infantry situation remained unchanged, the enemy continued to remain strong defensively, and, finally, when Russian recovery efforts were identified trying to tow away both of the “Tigers,” it was ordered on the evening of July 3 that both of these “Tigers” be destroyed by our own fire.


  On July 1, 1944, the staff, the 2nd Company, and the 3rd Company (minus Eichhorn’s reaction force) were withdrawn to the area northwest of Ostroff at Schabany–Wanino on the Wilikaja River. On July 2 at 2330, the battalion received the order from the army group to move to Dünaburg via rail. There it was to be at the disposal of the II Army Corps in the area of the 16th Army.


  The 1st Company of the 502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion did not see action. On the evening of June 23, it was ordered by Army Group North to be the 16th Army reserve in the L Army Corps sector. It only conducted combat reconnaissance of a Russian penetration in the area of the 181st Infantry Division. On July 1, it received the order to move to Idriza in the X Army Corps sector. The company was employed there in two days of combat in the 281st Security Division sector.




	Successes:
	3 enemy tanks (2 KVIs, 1 Sherman) destroyed





	
	Several artillery pieces of medium caliber destroyed





	
	Numerous enemy KIA





	     Friendly losses:


	2 Panzer VIs destroyed by our own gunfire because they could not be recovered from no-man’s-land





	Personnel losses:


	None








  SUMMARY AND LESSONS LEARNED CONCERNING EMPLOYMENT IN THE AREA NORTHEAST OF OSTROFF IN THE XXXVIII ARMY CORPS SECTOR


  In close cooperation with an infantry regiment and an engineer battalion, as well as with heavy artillery support, the battalion with its staff and two companies conducted a successful counterattack as part of the 121st ID to clean up the penetration northeast of Ostroff and regain the old main battle line on the high ground of Sujewo (Judennase) and Woschtschinino. The fighting was conducted with heavy use of infantry, armor, and artillery forces on both sides. At times it assumed the aspect of a large battle of materiel for a dominating, fortress-like, built-up piece of high ground.


  The attack was only possible using “Tiger” support and would not have been successful without them. Success had to be bought with the loss of a few “Tigers.” These were caused by direct artillery hits and assault gunfire. During the attacks on June 24 and June 26, it became obvious in a very unpleasant way that the Russians were able to observe and flank all the terrain for the attack from the north. This would not have been the case if one had conducted a simultaneous attack further north to eliminate this flanking position. The infantry and artillery forces to do this, however, were missing. The teamwork with the light infantry went well on both days of the attack. On the first day of the attack, however, it did not lead to the desired success, because the assaulting infantry, the 94th Grenadier Regiment, was brought in just before the start of the attack. It had made a foot march of fifteen kilometers over softened terrain and only had a short time to be briefed. It should also be mentioned that our own infantry fought energetically and, at times, heroically on both days. On the second day of the attack, the fighting was made more difficult for the tanks. The enemy antitank defenses had been considerably reinforced by antitank guns, assault guns, and tanks firing from cleverly established positions. The artillery had apparently occupied even better observation posts than on the first day of the attack. From a leadership point of view, the fighting on June 26 was made more difficult by the Russians jamming the ultra shortwave radio frequencies. They spoke in German on those frequencies that were not jammed and issued misleading orders. A continuous effort was made to find frequencies not jammed on the radio and then to continue work on these. This meant, however, that the issuance of a battalion command by radio, for example, took more than an hour. Other means of transmitting commands or dismounting to deliver orders personally was not possible due to the heavy artillery fire. Looked at from equipment aspects, the outfitting of company vehicles with medium-wave radios would be necessary to send any orders when the frequencies are disrupted in such a manner.


  The terrain offered tremendous difficulties in the attack sector. Aside from the frequent patches and strips of marshy land in the entire area between Pleskau and Ostroff, the terrain was heavily churned up by friendly and enemy artillery fire. Together with the old trench system and the bunker positions, it was practically impassable for tanks in some areas. The movement of the “Tigers” from their rear assembly area to the battle area was only made possible because route and bridge reconnaissance up to the main battle line was conducted by the battalion prior to the start of employment in the XXXVIII Army Corps sector. Reinforcement of the bridges and improvements to the routes (corduroy roads) were undertaken by division and corps engineers, based on recommendations from the battalion. Tactically and technically, the battalion had the best of relationships not only with the XXXVIII Army Corps, but also with the 121st ID. All suggestions and requests were considered. The battalion/companies remained attached to the division the entire time and were only directed to support the subordinate organizations. Thus it was possible for the battalion to work closely with the division commander, Oberst Löhr, or with the divisional operations officer. The division commander and the commanding general of the corps repeatedly praised the teamwork and the performance of the battalion.


  For this attack, the 121st ID under the leadership of Oberst





	SUCCESSES IN THE PERIOD FROM JUNE 24 TO 30, 1944



	

	

	

	

	

	

	




	

	

	

	

	

	

	




	June 26
	Attack on Sujewo
	2
	2
	4
	-
	500



	June 28–June 30
	Defense of Schapkowp
	-
	3
	-
	1
	-



	Totals:
	
	2
	25
	19
	1
	1100









	COMBAT-READY TANKS AND PERFORMANCE OF THE MAINTENANCE SECTION



	Day
	Total in area of operations
	Combat-ready
	Number finished by maintenance section and repair shop



	June 23
	31
	24
	-



	June 24
	31
	16
	-



	June 25
	31
	11
	1



	June 26
	30
	10
	-



	June 27
	30
	11
	2



	June 28
	30
	12
	-



	June 29
	32
	13
	1



	June 30
	32
	15
	2



	(The tanks repaired by the maintenance squads are not tallied.)










	FRIENDLY LOSSES IN THE PERIOD FROM JUNE 24 TO 30, 1944



	Personnel losses
	Off.
	NCO
	Enlisted
	Total



	KIA
	-
	-
	-
	-



	MIA
	1
	1
	1
	3



	WIA (hospital)
	-
	1
	12
	13



	WIA (with unit)
	-
	5
	10
	15



	Total:
	1
	7
	23
	31










	Material losses:
	




	
	




	
	











	Ammunition consumption in the period from June 24 to 30, 1944



	

	1,079 rounds



	

	1,132 rounds



	

	64,000 rounds
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  AFTER-ACTION REPORT ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF THE 502ND HEAVY PANZER BATTALION IN THE 16TH ARMY SECTOR FROM JULY 4 TO AUGUST 17 1944


  

  July 3, 1944


  Command relationship:


  

  

  

  

  

  July 4 to 8, 1944


  

  July 9, 1944


  Situation at II Army Corps:


  

  

  


   



  

  




	Successes:
	None



	Breakdowns:
	









  July 10, 1944


  

  

  

  

  

  




	Successes:
	16 antitank guns destroyed



	
	15 mortars destroyed



	
	2-3 infantry companies destroyed



	Friendly losses:
	8 “Tigers” with mechanical failure



	
	2 “Tigers” knocked out by hits on the turret



	Personnel losses:
	2 NCOs slightly wounded








  July 11, 1944:


  

  

  

  

  

  

  




	Successes:
	




	
	




	Losses:
	




	
	




	Personnel casualties:
	









  July 12, 1944: Situation at the 225th Infantry Division and Employment of the 3rd Company (Hauptmann Leonhardt)


  

  




	Successes:
	T34s destroyed



	Losses:
	None








  Situation at the 215th Infantry Division:


  

  

  July 13, 1944


  

  

    

  




	Successes:
	









  

  

  

  

  Situation at the 215th Infantry Division and Employment of the 2nd Company (Lieutenant Carius):


  

  

  


   

  

  



  

  




	Successes:
	




	
	




	
	




	
	




	
	









  

  July 15, 1944


  

  

  

  

  




	Successes:
	14 47-mm antitank guns and



	
	2 76.2-mm antitank guns destroyed;



	
	A sizable amount of infantry killed








  Situation at the 132nd Infantry Division and Employment of the 1st Company (Kampfgruppe Baumann):


  




	Successes:
	6 heavy antitank guns and



	
	4 medium antitank guns destroyed;



	
	A sizable number of enemy infantry killed



	Losses:
	3 “Tigers” damaged by heavy antitank guns



	Personnel losses:
	None








  July 17, 1944


  

  July 18, 1944


  

  Situation at the 81st and 132nd Infantry Divisions and Employment of the 1st Company:


  

  

  

  

  




	Successes:
	




	
	




	Losses:
	




	Personnel losses:
	




	
	








July 19 to 21, 1944


  

  

  

  July 22, 1944


  


   



  

  

  Situation at the 290th Infantry Division:


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  




	Successes:
	




	
	




	
	




	Friendly losses:
	




	Personnel losses:
	









  July 23, 1944


  

  




	Successes:
	2 tanks (T43) destroyed



	
	3 heavy antitank guns destroyed



	
	A large number of enemy dead








  

  

  

  

  

  




	Successes:
	




	
	




	Personnel losses:
	




	
	









  

  

  

  The situation at Lieutenant Eichhorn’s location on July 25:


  

  




	Successes:
	




	
	




	
	




	Personnel losses:
	









  July 26, 1944


  

  Employment of Eichhorn’s elements:


  

  

  

  

  




	Successes:
	12 enemy tanks (T43s) destroyed



	
	1 122-mm assault gun destroyed



	
	1 rocket launcher destroyed



	
	10 antitank guns destroyed



	
	34 trucks with mounted infantry destroyed



	
	Enemy infantry engaged



	Losses:
	2 “Tigers” completely lost



	Personnel losses:
	3 dead, 1 seriously wounded








  July 27, 1944


  

  

  

  SUMMARY AND OBSERVATIONS CONCERNING EMPLOYMENT IN THE AREA AROUND DÜNABURG IN THE II ARMY CORPS SECTOR


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  




	SUCCESSES IN THE PERIOD FROM JULY 4 TO 27, 1944



	Day
	Battle
	Tanks
	AGs
	A/T
	Art.
	en.
KIA



	July 10
	Attack south of Daugailiai
	-
	-
	16
	-
	300



	July 11
	Attack on Karasino Withdrawal at Salakas
	10
	-
	6
	-
	-



	July 12
	Counterattack at Antiliepte
	2
	-
	-
	-
	-



	July 14
	Counterattack at Stossjunai
	-
	-
	6
	1
	-



	
	Attack north of Karasino
	-
	-
	2
	-
	200



	July 16
	Attack at Marnga
	-
	-
	6
	-
	100



	
	Counterattack at Babascki
	-
	-
	4
	-
	-



	July 18
	Attack south of Silene and south of Babascki
	-
	-
	7
	-
	150



	July 22
	Tank battle north of Dünaburg
	23
	-
	6
	-
	-



	July 23
	Defense east of Malinava
	2
	-
	3
	-
	100



	July 24
	Defense and counterattack at Malinava
	17
	-
	-
	-
	50



	July 25
	Tank battle at Likana
	16
	-
	2
	-
	-



	
	Defense at Malinava
	2
	-
	3
	-
	50



	July 26
	Attack at Likana
	12
	1
	10
	1
	300



	Total successes:
	84
	1
	71
	2
	1250










	OPERATIONALLY READY TANKS AND PERFORMANCE OF THE MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL



	Day
	Total in area of operations
	Operationally ready
	No made ready by maintenance



	July 4
	33
	28
	3



	July 5
	33
	28
	1



	July 6
	33
	28
	3



	July 7
	33
	25
	1



	July 8
	33
	25
	1



	July 9
	32
	20
	1



	July 10
	32
	25
	-



	July 11
	32
	13
	1



	July 12
	33
	7
	-



	July 13
	45
	15
	1



	July 14
	45
	15
	2



	July 15
	45
	17
	4



	July 16
	45
	18
	5



	July 17
	45
	20
	1



	July 18
	45
	23
	5



	July 19
	45
	23
	5



	July 20
	34
	17
	-



	July 21
	33
	17
	2



	July 22
	33
	20
	9



	July 23
	33
	13
	-



	July 24
	33
	14
	1



	July 25
	33
	12
	-



	July 26
	34
	10
	1



	July 27
	32
	12
	1










	LOSSES IN THE PERIOD FROM JULY 4 TO 27, 1944



	Personnel losses:
	Officer
	NCOs
	EM
	Total



	KIA
	-
	-
	3
	3



	MIA
	-
	-
	-
	-



	WIA (hospital)
	1
	2
	7
	10



	WIA (at unit)
	5
	5
	8
	18



	Totals:
	6
	7
	18
	-










	




	

	Complete loss with weapons and equipment



	

	Disabled by fire (recovered from the barttlefield and repaired by the maintenance company)



	

	Complete loss










	AMMUNITION CONSUMPTION IN THE PERIOD FROM JULY 4 TO 27, 1944



	

	




	

	876 rounds



	

	36,000 rounds
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Heesemann Headquarters,
Oberst and Head of PS Army High Command
OKH / PA 10 August 1944

Dear Carius!

As head of the awards department in the High Command
of the Army, I would like to take the opportunity to sincerely
congratulate you on the award of the Oakleaves to the Knight's
Cross of the Iron Cross.

So that you can be presented your award in the quick-
est way possible, I am asking you to come to the Headquarters
of the Army High Command after you have regained your health.
From here, you will then report to the Fithrer. You will need
to make arrangements in advance with the district command con-
cerning the time of your departure for here, however.

With best wishes for your rapid recovery,
Heil Hitler!

Heesemann
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A= From the Front

Knight's Cross and Oakleaves
for a Brave Son of Zweibriicken

In recognition of bravery, the Filhrer has awarded a son of
our eiy of Zueibriicken, Leutnant der Reserve Otto Ca
Zweibriicken-Bubenhausen, Wattweiler Strafie 20, th
Knight's Cross of the Iron Cross and the Onkleaves 10 the
Knight's Cross of the Iron Cross within a period of nat quite
three months.

In the heavy defensive fighting ai Narwa, Leutnant Carivs,
platoon leader in a heavy Panzer battalion, atacked a strongly
Superior bolshevist force with five “Tigers”. By cleverly and
boldly approaching Soviet anfitank positins which could have
flanked his counterattack, he destroyed S heavy anitank guns.
Withina few minutes,the “Tigers* had knocked out one super-
eavy and 12 heavy Soviet tanks. The remainder of the Soviet
tanks withdrew in a hury. Although it became increasingly
apparen that the Schwerpunkt of the encmy attack wos here,
the handful of heavy tanks prevented the breakihrough o the
Bayof Finland which the enemy was attempling withall means.
Inthe next two days, Leutnant Carius knocked out an addtional
15 Soviet tanks, among them 12 heavy and one superheavy. He
d thus destroyed 28 enemy tanks within three days and
contributed considerably 1o the defense against the strong
enemy attacks west of Narwa, Levinant Carius and his platoon

played a considerable role in the success for which the heavy
Panzer batalion was mentioned in the Wehrmacht report on 21
March. For this he was decorated withthe Knight's Crossof the
Iron Cross by the Filher.

On 22 July, Leutnant Carius was with 2 "Tigers” of his
‘company northeast of Diinaburg when the Bolsheviks broke
through the German lines with 17 heavy tanksand then set about
attacking Diinaburg. On his own iniiatve, he threw himself
against the numericaly superior Sovies. In a short, intensive
fire fight, he destroyed the entire bolshevist unit without any
friendly losses. Ten of the kills were due exclusively 1o the
“Tiger* in which Leutnant Carius, far to the front, lead the
attack. Due tothis bold deed, the young officer preverted a tank
breakihrough to Dinaburg and created the prerequisits for the
construction of  new defensive front. For thi, the Fhrer
‘awarded him the Oakleaves {0 the Knight's Cross of the Iron
(Cross on 27 July as the 535th soldier of the Wehrmach,

Leutnant Otto Carius was bom on 27 May 1922 in Zowei-
bricken as the son of the rade school instructor Otto Caris.
After he had completed college preparatory school, he was
called up 1o the Wehrmacht in the year 1940, After inital
training asan infantryman, hetransferred tothe amor corps and
was promoted o Leuinant i 1942. Inthe same year, he eceived
the Iron Class Second Class.In 1943 h received the Iron Class
First Class. In addition, he was awarded the Panzer Assault
Badge and, after being wounded four times, th silver Wound

His home town of Zweibricken is proud o s first Oakleaves
winnerand offersthe brave officr it sincerest congratultions.
“The name Carius means “the lucky one” and we hope that fate
continues to smile not only on our Oskleaves winner but his
‘younger brother and his father, who scrves in the Wehmacht
252 Major.
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feals Dann sahen wir ste Gber schmale Feld-
wege rollen. mit donnernden Motoren. Ihre
Klirrenden Ketten furchten tiefe Spuren in
den zermahlenen Sand und wirbelten thn
hoch aut. Ein wuchtiges Bild gespeicherter
“Craft. Mit hoher Fahrt, in gelbe Staubwol-

n gehllt, stiesson &> Tiger dorthin, wo
bittere Not'um unsere Grenadlers war. In
siner  seltsamen Wiedergeburt schien der
Glst des alten Rittertums auferstanden zu
sain, fener Gelst der Treue und tiefinneren
Kameradschaft, deren Gesetz es war, dem
Freunde in der Gefahr zu helfen.

Wie einst der Ritter mit seinem gesapp-
neten Ross zu elnem Kimpferischen Wesen
Vereint seln musste, so sind dle Panzersol-
daten In dieser harten und wechselvollen
Abwehrschlacht mit fhren sthlemen Kampt-
wagen eins. Denn hier, umlauert von Gefah-
ren und Oberraschungen, im Ksmpt gegen
einen an Zahl Oberlegenen Gegner bedeutet
Pansarsoldat v sein mehr, sl nur einen
Panser zu fahren und mit seiner Kanooe ru
schiessen. Beim Zusammenprall mit der mas-
slerten Kraft des Gogners gllt & auch, fenen
bedingungslosen Willen zum Siege zu besit-
260, der hoch Gber jeder Masse steht und
durch keine Watfe ersetzt werden Kann. Hier
muse dor Soldat des Pauzers auch fenen [n-
narlichen Schneid und die Entschlusstreudig-
kett besttzen, die seiner schnellen und star-
ke Watte entspricht.

Liner sol heute herausg Triffen aus der
Zahl dor Tiger-Kommandanten, dle im
Kamptraum um Donaburg in einer Abwehr.
schlacht eingesetzt sind, In der sich die Bei-
iplele f0r_sinen hoheren  sls_gewdhnlichen
Mut von Teg zu Teg, von Stunde zu Stunde
wiederholen.

Xa ist der Leutnant C. aus Zwelbrlicken/
Westmark. Er fst noch Jung, er mag das 23.
Lebensjahe eben vollendet haben. Trotz sel-
ner Jugend gehdrt er 2u fenen soldatischen
Naturen, deren Wesen und Antlitz sich sus
einem Rartea Frontieben und an den Werk-
senzen. hrer Macht In vo'ammaner her-

Zigaretten rauchend, Gber Karten gebeugt,
in den Turmen, wihrend einige Panzerschit-
280 aut Raub Rach Zssbarem durch die Hote
streichen.

Uber eine Kieine Hohe kommend, prallen

Am Rande des schauerlichen Kampplatees
steht der Tiger des Leutnant C. Der Lout-
nant steht im Turm. Oben im Olverschmler.
ten graven Hemd, unten die Tarnhose. B
wire kaum von seinen Minnem zu unter-

Bltterkreustriger Otto Carlus aas Zwelbricken/Westmark bespricht mit

“taen 300en Elnsaisplan.

die xwel Tiger des Leutnant C. aut kOrzestem
Abstand mit den Sowjets usammen. Dem
jungen Panzeroffisier stelgt etwas heiss die
Kehls hoch. Er 28hit:

Insgesamt 17 Sowjetpanzer!

Gegen zwel Tige:

Die Auseinandersefzung wird hart werden
Wer unterliegt, der stirbt. Ein Zurack gt
es nicht mehr.

Angrittt

Urwelthat brilien die Kanonen der 7vel

inem Zaglinrer
Antns PE-Weber

‘scheiden, biltzte nicht das Ritterkreus tn der
Sommersonne.

Die Rollbahn ist wieder erfllt von Fahr
zeugen. Am Waldrand gehen die Grenadiers
in Stellung. Wann wird der nichste Angrifl
Kommn? Droend sind die Rohre der wuch-
tigen Tigerkanonen gen Osten gerichtet. Mit
ihrem ehernen Schild warten die Grenadiers
aut den Augenblick, da Im steilen Aut-
schwung_auch hier’ wieder die Abwehr.
zerlacht m Raum tm Donabueg emest a0t
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The Commandet-in-Chief Aemp Fesdquarters, . & MaY 1944
tsth Army.

Leutnant Carius
Platoon Leader

2nd Company

502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion

I wish to express my heartfelt congratula-
tions to you on being awarded the Knight’s Cross
to the Iron Cross. Best wishes for the future and

continued success.

Respectfully yours,
/signed/
Loch

General der Artillerie

Document 13
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Schwere Panzer-Abteilung 502 Abt.Gef.Std., den 24.9.1944
- Koumandeur -

An

Oberleutnant

Otto Carius,
z.2t. Res.Laz.Lingen,
Lingen/Em

Telllaz. BomiZatlus:

Mein lieber Carius |

Ich bin in der erfreulichen Lage, Itnen Ihre vorzugawelse
Befirderung zum Oberle utnant d.Res. 1in
weiterer Anerkennung Ihrer hervorragenden Einsktze bekennt-
zugsben. Nachfolgend die Durchschrift des heutigen Pem-
gchreivens en den Chefarzt des Res.Laz.Lingen/Ema, woraus
Sic RDA und nihere Angaben entnshmen kdnnen:

"Un dienstliohe Bekanntgsbe der mit Wirkung und RDA.
vom 1.8.1944 gem.Verfg.OKH/PA Ag P 1/6.Abt.-83- Az.
pers.v.31.8.1544 erfolgten vorzugsweisen Befirde-
rung des Leutnant d.Res.Otto Gerius zum Oberleut-
nsnt d.Res. wird gebeten."

Im Namen der ganzen Abteilung und selbstverst¥ndlich such
persénlich wiinsche ich Ihnen von ganzem Herzen eine baldi-
ge und restlose Genesung, demit Sie bald hier bei uns im
alten Kameradenkrels zu gemeinssmen Binsktzen wieder in
der Lage sind.

Mit kemeradschsftlichen Griien bin ich

Inr

ergebensr

o S
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o

In the Mame of the Fiibrer
and the Supreme Commander
of the Wehrmacht

3 award

Feldwebel C a r i u s, Otto
10th Company
21st Panzer Regiment

the
Jron Cross Second Class

/ signed /

Duvert

.Gen/e{ almajor and Commander
(Rank and Position)

Document 9
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o= Won ocr front

Der Fibrer veriol cinom Soline unsorer Stadt Zwel
bricken, dem Leutnant 4. R Otto Carius, Zvel
Iileken-Duberhavsen, Wattweiler Straflo 20, 1 einem
Zeiteanime Son noch nicht rel Monten aia hohe Tap
icrkeitsauszeichnungen das itterkvous des Bissrnen
Kreures und doa Eichentavb 2um Kitierkreuz des
Fisornen Rreuzes,

Tn den schweren Alclirkimpfen bei Narwa griff
Lt Carius als Zugltihrer i einer schweren Panzeral

it 5 Tigern starke bolsehewistischo Ueher.
inacht an, Gborrannte durch geschicktes und schneidikes
Anishron sowictische Pakatellungen, die seinen Gogor:
“i0B halten Tlankieren Konnen und ornichtele 5
ichwere Pak. Innerhalh weniger Minuten schossen dio
Tiger 12 achwere und elnen sehwerston Sowetpanter ab.
Der Kest der sowietischen Panzer 707
vick. Obwall ier iimmer deutiioher der Sclnverpunki
des Teindlichen Angriffos lng, verhindorten. dio  pan:
sehiwaren Panzcr den vom Felnd mit allen Mitteln er-
Sireton Durchbrach zum Finnischen. Meerbusen. An
en beiden nichsten Tagon schod Lt. Cariua weitere 15
Sowjel-Panzer, daruntor wieder 13 schwere und einen
schwersten ab, Damit hatio o innerhall von drei Tagen
25 feindliche Panzer vernichet und erheblioh zur Ab-
wrehr dor starken feindlichen Angritfe westlich Narwa
beigetragen. An dem Exfolg, fur den die schwere Pan

10

serabteilung am 21, Mirz im Welrmachtsbericht. ge-
annt worden i1, hatto Lt Catius und s¢in Zug wescni-
Hichen ‘Antei, Vom Filhter wurdo er dafic it dew
Titterkraus des Eisernen Kreuzes susgezeichnet.

Aw 22. Juli stand Lt. Corivs mit 2 Tigern seluer
Kompanie nordsstlich Diinaburg, als_die Boischew
eten mit 17 schweren Pangeru die vordersten deut.
Schen Linion durchbrachen und sich nun_anschick.
ten, Dilaaburg ‘anzugreifen. Aus cigenem Entschiuh

e sich don zablenmiBig vielfach Wberlegenen
Sowiets entgegen, In' Kurzem' hefuigen Feoorkampt
vernichicto e ohue eigene Verluste den gesamten

Dolahewistischen Verband, Sobel er Abachu. von
10 Panzern allein auf den oTigert entfiel, In dem
Lt Carlus, weit vorausfahrend, deo Angriff fuhrte.
Ducch'dieco khne Tat hat der’ junge Offizier cinen
schon fast vollendelen Panserdurchruch auf D
Lurg verhindert und dio Voraussetzungen fur den
Aufhanciner neven Abwehrlront  geschaffen. Dafar
\erlieh ihm der Fihrer am 27, Jull als 5%. Sold
ton der deutschen Wehrmacht das Eichenlaub. zuim
Kitterkreus des Eisornen Kreuzes.

Lentnant Otto Carius ist am 21, Mai 1922 als Sohn
dex”Goworbeoborlebrera Otto- Carius in Zweibrlicken
goboren, Nachdem o das Gymnasium absolvier? hatte,
Warda or im Jahre 100 zur Wehrmacht einberufen.
Nach anfanglicher Ausbildung bol dor Infunterio.trat
or zur Parorwale ber und wurdo 1842 zum Lout.
nant befordert. Tm gleichen Jahro erhielt er das EK 11
und 1045 das EX 1. Aubordem wurde ihm dsa Pan-
Sorabzeichon verliohen wnd nach viermaliger Verwun.
dung das Silberne Verwundotonabeeichen.

ne Tleimatstadt Zyeibricken st stolz auf ihren
cesten Eicheniauhiriger und entbietet dem tapleren Of.
Tisier heralichste Glickwnsche. Der Name Carius bo-
et der Glucklehe® und so mioge das Soldatenglick
Weht e unseren Eicheninubirager, sondorn auch sei
nen Jingeren Bruder und dem Vater dor boiden Solda.
ten, dor als Mlajor bei der Wehrmacht stoht, treu bloibon.






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_023.jpg
Freiag, 28. Juli 1944.

»FELDZEITUN G«

Der eherne Schi|d

Wie die Spitze der Panzerbrigade ,Josel Stalin” im Raum von Diinaburg aufgerisben wurde
Von Kriegsberichter Herbert Steinert

PK.. Rattern der Panserketten, Klirren
von Siahi, Krachen der Panserkanonen, dss
I die ehee Melodie der Tiger.Panser. die
0 den Brennpunkien der Abwehrschlacht im
Raum von: Dimaburg den- schwer kimplen-
den Grenadieren die blutige Last der Abwens
Von den Sehuliern nehmen.

Seit dem Tage, an dem das Tnferno des an
Hefligkels und Erpltteruns immer grausamer
e Feigemmien Kimplens. fogen <ine. boi-
Sehewisische Obermacnt den Kulminations-

Dunks suschritt una. die serstorende. Macht
37 Schiacht bre Purien immer wider Gber
dia it Wochen im Kample sishende Truppe
Deltscnte, sighen die. Tiger-Panzer tn. den
Belnen der Grenaciere, Wenn die angretfen-
den Blschevwsten s den Waldern quelen,
Gher Wiesen und durch  Stmple  stirmen,
fesen'die Tiger mit Spreneianaten in die
Wdien dersrdbraunen Angreifer. . Witsen
sieh s Bulden und Senken-die Massen der
Sowicischen Panzer gegen unsere Stellungen,
Sann zerschlagen Tigerkanonen die shierne
Wilze. Treten dle Grenciere sum Gegen
slos an, 30 fahren die Panzer mit gecen den
g Wird sbeesetat, o sent. ein Tiger
Tevernd. hinter sinem " Bosch. bis die letste
Gruppe sich vom Teind gelost hat Beim An-

i suerst, ‘i Absetzen zoleiat s st
¢ Lotung dex Tierberatuungen. Und die
Grenadiers sind den Minnem.  der_ Paner
Gankbar. Wenn. das lirren der Ketten an
e ‘One schid, Tohlen s sich stark.und
eappnet Im' Kamof gogen cine schier er-
ickende Obermacht.

Das See-, Sumpt- und Waldgelinde

m

elnstimmung zwischen Rede, Gestalt und
‘Auftrag prigten. Unldschbar von dem Bild-
nis dieses Jungen Offiziers und seiner Well
st selne Watle: der Tiger, mit dem er sich
im Mirz dieses Jahres Tur 26 Abschisse im
Nordabschnitt der Osttront das Ritterkreuz.
erwory.

In jeder Lage hat Leutnant C. gewusst und
geLORIL, wie er seinen Tiger elnzusetzen hat.
Er schlug mit fhm den Feind 50, dass seine
Hicbe Uberraschten und Uberrumpelten.

So auch am gestrigen Tage. Da fahrt die-
ser Junge Panzerkommandant in Begleitung
eines zweiten Tigers ber das breite Band
einer Rollbahn, um die Strasse gegen Qber-
raschende Vorstsse der Sowlets zu sichern.
Er welas nicht, dass zur gleichen Stunde dis
aus Moskau frisch in den Brennpunkt der
Abwehrehlacht Im Raum von Diaburg her-
ingetUhrte Garde-Panzerbrigade «Joset Sta-
lins 2u elnem entscheldenden Vorstoss gegen
die_ Rollbahn angetreten ist. Die Brigade,
cine Eliteeinheit der Sowjets, verfogt Gber
die neuesten Panzertypen. Wihrend die
Masse der angreifenden Brigade durch unser
Abwehrtever ~ zersprengt und _sufgehalten
wird, gelingt der gegnerischen Panzerspltze
eln ieferer Einbruch In die Abwehrtront

Im Glauben an thre materielle Uberlegen-
heit’ fihlen sich die Sowlets aut ihrem
Marseh sicher. An den wenigen Hilten eines
Dortes, der Rollbahn zum Grelfen nahe, ver-
bt dlo Panzerspitze zur Orlentierungspause.
Aut Kleinstem Raum steben hier fetzt eng
massiert die neuesten sowjetischen Panser-
typen. Kommandanten und Fibrer lungorn,

Tiger aut. Die Sowjetpanzer schwenken die
Trine. Die 17 Eisenklotze rasseln durch ein
Kornfeld dem _schiltzenden Waldrand zv.
Thre Kanonen billzen aut. Abschsse. Ein-
schidge. Meterhoch spritzt der Dreck um die
Tiger. Thre Molore heulen wild aut. Sie stos-
sen” dem Feind nach. Panzerketien. Ein-
Schlsge reissen tiete Narben in das Erdreich.

Feuerblitz nach Peuerblitz leckt aus dem
swuchtigen Rohe des Panzers von Leutnant
C. Wohin er schiesst, da trifft s, und wo-
bin a¢ Tollt, da bricht der Widersiand.

Nach 20 Minuten wilder Teuerschlige fst

der modernsten Pansertypen der
Sowjets liegen rauchend, schwelend und
brennend zwischen Rollbshn wund Wald.
Zehn Abschses Xann sllein Leutoant C.
f0r sich buchen, vier der zweite Tiger. Drel
der flichenden bolschewistischen Panzer wur-
den von Sturmgeschilzen, die den eingebro-
chenen Panzern nachgestossen waren, Tusem-

Wo zuvor noch 11 Sowjetpanzer sich Gber
Rartoffelacker und durch Kornfelder wilz-
ten, da stehen jotat dio schwarzen, ausge-
brannten, _ zerschlagenen_ Wracks 'von 17
Stahlkolossen. Nur Schrott und zerbogens
Eisentlle liegen an threr Stelle. Als ob ein
schwerer Hammer Porsellan _serschlagen
hitte, o zerrissen die Schilspe der Tigerka~
nbnen ‘auch die nevesten Typen der sowje-
tischen Panzerwafe, Ringsum liegen  thre
Trlimmer auf dec brandigen Erde.
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The Inspector of Headquarters
Armored Troops High Command of the Army . & .June 1944

Leutnant Carius
Platoon Leader

2nd Company

502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion

I wish to express my sincerest congratula-
tions for the distinguished award which was

granted to you by the Fihrer on 4 May 1944.
Heil Hitler!

/ signed /

Guderian

Document 15
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Commanding General
3000607 Amp Corps Coatondassite, - 31 TulY. 1944 .

Leutnant Otto Car ius

502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion

on the award of the Oakleaves to the Knight’s Cross
of the Iron Cross, I sincerely wish you happiness and hope
that you can soon enjoy your distinguished award in the

best of health.

Heil Hitler!
/ signed /
Lotze

General der Infanterie

Document 22
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]

IN THE NAME OF THE FUHRER
AND THE

SUPREME COMMANDER
OF THE WEHRMACHT

Leutnant Otto Carius

2nd Company, 502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion

HAS BEEN AWARDED THE

MEDAL
FOR THE

WINTER CAMPAIGN IN THE EAST
1941 / 1942
(EAST MEDAL)

CERTIFIED FOR CORRECTNESS:
Jéhde

Major and Battalion Commander

Document 8
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o

JmTlamendes fiihrers
und Oberften Befehlshabers
detDehrmacht

verleibe ich

dem

Feldwebel C a r i u s, Otto

10./Panzer - Regiment 21

das
Eiferne Kreuz 2 Klaffe

oo DAV Gef . Sba...,den 15, Septembert9.. 42

(Dienftgrad und Dienftftellung)
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i H.Qu,OKH
De;sf,’:;f::ﬁ‘e’s“’ BOUKIGS, den 6. Juni 1944

Herrn
Leutnant Carius
Zgfhr.2./s.Pz.Abt.502

Zu der hohen Auszeichnung, die Ihnen vom
Filhrer am 4.5.44 verliehen worden ist, epreche ich

Innen meine aufrichtigsten Gliickwinsche aus.

Heil Hitler !

/54/1//-%%
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High Command of the Army Headquarters, OKH,
PA/P 5 a 1. Section 12 September 1944

Leutnant Carius,

Reserve Military Hospital in L in gen / Ems

Bonafatius Hospital

Because the Filhrer has reserved the right to present the
Oakleaves, sending the decoration via the VI Army Corps district
command is not possible. As soon as you are in a position to be
able to personally report to the Fihrer, expeditiously inform
OKH / PA / P 5 1 so that the appropriate report can be generated
here.

For the commander:

Best wishes for a speedy recovery. Heil Hitler!

Johannmeyer

Major

Document 29
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Teletype

TO/LEUTNANT / OTTO / CARIUS ///
502ND / HEAVY / PANZER / BATTALION
IN - THANKFUL - APPRECIATION - OF - YOUR - HEROIC -
ACTIONS - IN - THE - BATTLE - FOR - THE - FUTURE -
OF - OUR - PEOPLE /// I - AWARD - YOU - AS - THE -
535TH - SOLDIER - OF - THE - GERMAN - WEHRMACHT -
THE - OAKLEAVES - TO - THE - KNIGHT'S - CROSS -

OF - THE - IRON - CROSS ////

ADOLF - HITLER /}/ FUHRER / HEADQUARTERS / 27 / JULY / 1944

Document 17
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502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion Battalion Command Post,
- Commander - 24 September 1944

To:
Leutnant

otto carius
Reserve Military Hospital
Lingen on the Ems
Bonafatius Hospital

Dear Carius:

I am in the fortunate position of being able to inform you of
your advanced promotion to Oberleutnant der Reserve in recog-
nition of your superb actions. What follows is a copy of the

teletype sent today to the chief doctor at the Reserve Mili-

tary Hospital in Lingen/Ems. You can obtain your date of rank
and additional information from it:

It is requested that official announcement be made
of the advanced promotion of Leutnant der Reserve
Otto Carius to Oberleutnant der Reserve by order

Of OKH / PA Ag P 1/6.Abt.-a3-Az. pers. of 31 AUG 44.
The promotion was effective 1 AUG 44 with a date of
rank of the same day.

on behalf of the entire battalion and, it goes without say-
ing, also from me, I sincerely wish you a speedy and complete
recovery so that you are soon in a position to be here among
your old circle of comrades and conducting operations with
them,

With friendly regards I remain

sincerely yours

von Foerster

Document 30
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Der GommanDdierende General ©.2, ben. 3L, Jull 1944
‘Des XXXXIIL QArmeckorps

Herrn

Teutnant Otto Carius,

8. Panzer-Abteilung 502.

zur Verleihung des Eichenlaubes zum Ritterkreuz des
Eisernen Kreuzes wiinsche ich Thnen herzlich Glick und hoffe,
da® sie sich dieser hohen Auszeichmung bald v6llig genesen

exrfreuen kinnen.
Te1l Hitder 1

General der Infanterie.%
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CERTIFICATE
I AWARD

Leutnant

(Organization)

THE . szcovv . LEVEL OF THE

PANZER ASSAULT BADGE
IN SILVER

FOR COURAGEOUS PARTICIPATION IN
..25. DAYS OF COMBAT.

(Location and Date)
/ signed /
Schwaner

(Rank and Position)

Document 16






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
The Crombat Caréer of
German Panzer Commander
Otto Carius

TIGERS
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OTTOCAREIS

TRANSLATED BY ROBERT J. EDWARDS
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502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion Battalion Command Post,
-_Commander 10 September 1944

To:

Leutnant
otto carius,
Reserve Military Hospital
Lingen on the Ems,
Bonafatius Hospital

Dear Carius:

As the successor to Major Sc hwaner, Ihave come
across your legacy at the 502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion quite
often. For this reason, I feel the need to introduce myself
to you by means of this letter as the commander of this great
battalion.

I found out from your fellow soldiers here what horrible luck
you had during your last operation. From the bottom of my
heart I would like to wish you a speedy and complete recov-
ery. The entire battalion joins me in this heartfelt wish.

It would make me very happy if you would inform the battalion
of your future location as well as any additional wishes, so
that it can support you in realizing them.

I also have the pleasure of sending you the Third Level of
the Panzer Assault Badge in Silver for 50 assaults

With heartfelt greetings and sincere wishes for a speedy re-
covery, I remain

Sincerely your:

von Foerster

Document 28
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IM NAMEN DES FUHRERS
UND

OBERSTEN BEFEHLSHABERS
DER WEHRMACHT
ISTDEM

Leutnant Otto Carius
2. Kompanie/Sehw.Panzer-Abteilung So02

AM ...20...8,..3942....

DIE MEDAILLE
WINTERSCHLACHT IM OSTEN
1041/42
(OSTMEDAILLE)
VERLIEHEN WORDEN.

FUR DIE RICHTIGKEIT:

jor u. Abt.Hde.

B
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Oberkommando des Heeres H.Qu.OKH., den 12,September 1944
PA, a 1,.Staffel

Herrn

Leutnant Carius,

Teillazarett Bonifatius.

Da der Fihrer sich die Aushindigung des Eichenlaubes selbst
vorbehalten hat, ist eine Ubersendung der Auszeichnung iiber das Stellv,
Generalkommando VI.A.K. nicht mdglich, Sobald Sie in der Lege sind sich
beim Fihrer melden zu kdnnen, wollen Sie dies dem OKH/PA/P 5 1.Staffel
rechtzeitig mitteilen, damit von hier aus die Meldung veranlasst werden
kann.

¥ % - TeAe :
Mt o by Kot nda, /.: falds pe /m <

ey el !
"l&(a,}v,
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Padetborn, 2 June 1944

Leutnant Otto Catius
50200 Heavy Panzer Battalion

The patticipants in the "Tiger" courses and the members of
the 500th Replacement and Training Battalion congratulate
you on yout distinguished award of the Knight's Cross of
the Jron Cross and wish you continued good luck and
success in all military endeavors in the future.

Aeil Hitlet!

/ signed /

Luder

Major and Commander

Document 14






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_029.jpg
Secnfprudy - Sernfdyeeiben - Sunkfprudy - Blinkfprudy
| ‘Befordect
o Tag | 3ot | dudh | Tolle

Tiodye-Stelle e

Dermethe:  Durch Kurier !
“Pingenommen oder_oufgenommen
Tag Jeit

Duca Ve Tl Stetie svspuiin

: 7 " Pkdo.H.Cr. Nord
Leutnant Otto Carius, Aot.ITb

schw.Pz.Abt.502

~Oerfefqhlghaber [de
n 2 L *
» » L2 »
¥ . » »
» " 2 *
A— — o Top | e | Rondmenbe Of (Ut
Senfdreiben
Sunhfprucy
2| Biinkipruch






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_002.png





OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_002.jpg
Certificate

Otto Car i us, Unteroffizier

(Organisation, Position)

has been awarded the

Wound Badge

based on his one time wounding ot injury

on........8 July, 1941.

/ signed /

von Gerstorff

(Rank and Position)
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Schwere Panzer-Abteilung 502 Avt.Gef.Std., 10.9.44.
- Eommandeur -

in
Teutnant

otto carius,
z.2t. Res.laz.

en s
Teillazarett Bonifatius.

Mein lieber Carius !

Als Nachfolger von Herm Major S c hwaner habe
ich lediglich Inre Spuren bei der §.Pz.Abt.502 wahr-
genommen. Es ist mir aus diesem Grunde ein Bedlirfnis,
mich auf diesem Wege Ihnen als Kommandeur Ihrer soh8-
nen Abteilung vorzustellen.

Yon Inren hiesigen Kemeraden habe ich yernommen
welch scheuBliches Pech Sie bei Ihrem letzten Binsats
gehabt haben. Ich mBchte Ihnen von genzem Herzen eine
baldige und_restlose Genesung winsohen. Die ganze Al
teilung schlieBt sich von genzem Herzen diesen Win-
schen an.

Ioh wiirde mich ganz besonders freuen, wenn Sis auch
Ihren kiinftigen Aufenthaltsort, sowie Ihre weiteren
¥insohe der Abteilung mitteilen wirden, dauit Sie die
Abteilung bei Srlangung derselben unterstitzen kenn.
Gleichzeitig hebe ich die Freude, Ihmen die IIT.Stufe
zun *Panzerkampfabzeichen in Silber" fir 50 Angriffe
zu Ubersenden.

Mit den herzlichen GrifBen und sufrichtigen Winschen
fiir baldige Gemesung, bin ich Ihr

Ihnen ergebener

&4
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Teletype

TO/LEUTNANT / CARIUS /
502ND/ HEAVY / PANZER / BATTALION

HEARTFELT - CONGRATULATIONS - ON - AWARD - OF - THE -
OAKLEAVES - TO - THE - KNIGHT'S - CROSS - OF - THE - IRON -

CROSS - AND - BEST - WISHES - FOR - A - SPEEDY - RECOVERY ///

LAUX /// GENERAL DER INFANTERIE AND

ACTING COMMANDER OF THE 16TH ARMY

Document 19
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Duch-i‘:‘u"?:':ukllm Houden 7, August 1944

Herrn
Leutnant Carfus
Fhr.Tigerkp.s.Pz.Abt. 502

Zu der ernauten hohen Auszeichnung, die
Ihnen vom Filhrer am 27.7.44 verliehen worden ist,
spreche ich lhnen meine aufrichtigsten Gliickwilunsche
aus.

Heil Hitler !
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VORIAUFIGES BESITZZEUGNIS

DER HIHRER

HATDEM
Leutnant Car ius
Zugfihrer 2./s.Pz. Abt, 502

DAS RITTERKREUZ
DES FISERNEN KREUZES
AM 4,5,1944 VERUEHEN

HQu OKH,DEN 10, Mai 1944






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_001.jpg
Befitzzeugnis
Dem

....... Otto..C a r i n s .., Unteroffizier.
(Tlame, Dienftgrad)

ift auf Grund
feiner am ...... 8. Juli 1941 erlittenen
ein.maligen Derwundung oder Befdyddigung
das
Dermwundetenabzeichen
i sehwarsz.

AN

ungskommandeur
t a1

(Dienftgrad und Dienftfelle]
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CERTIFICATE

Leutnant Otto Car i us

(ORGANIZATION, POSITION)
HAS BEEN AWARDED THE

WOUND BADGE

IN.. Gold

20 April 1944, and 24 July 1944.

/ signed /
Hartmann

(RANK AND POSITION)

Document 27
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BESITZZEUGNIS

Leninant.
(DIENSTGRAD)

SRR <. - W W0 W

i
(VOR. UND FAMILIENNAME)

ilung 302

(TRUPFENTEIL)

VERLEIHE ICH FUR TAPFERE TEILNAHME
AN .25. . EINSATZTAGEN

DIE 1:1..STUFE ZUM

PANZERKAMPFABZEICHEN
IN SILBER

(UNTEKSCHRIFT)

Major und Abtellungs—Kommandeur
DIENSTCRAD UND DIENSTSTELLUNC) T
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Paderborn, 4 August 1944

Leutnant Otto Catius
502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion

The patticipants in the "Tiget" courses and the members of
the 500th Replacement and Training Battalion congratulate
you on yout distinguished award of the Oakleaves to the
Knight's Cross of the Jron Cross and wish you continued
good luck and success in all military endeavors in the future.

Aeil Hitler!

/ signed /

Hoheisel

Oberstleutnant and Commandet

Document 23






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_010.jpg
C erwhca&e

(Organization, Position)

has been awarded the

Woundl @mﬂge

Silver

based on his being wounded or injured. . 3. .times

8 July 1941,
on . 9. December 1942,

(Rank and Position)

Document 11






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_027.jpg
Seenfprueh - Sernfdyreiben - Sunkfprudy - Blinkfprudy
Befddert
an Tag. Jeit durdy Tolle

Tadre.-Stelle e

3497
S0 158 %n

4-#07}5/ I NE/BR/HEEXC“M
+4057357 2 AEE Y 4

R Tr—

5 SCHURZ 3BT+ 502/ )/t —
IE ST A RTLLART 2 800S0

i Yermee

T
Frvouse

139 »’9 19/4'7/40200///1
132 5¢ 29747 /45258174
|

el rory

I X///BENERAL
X577 '?fﬂ-‘EP:P,L»

e
om
1S
x
N
BN
o






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_026.jpg
Dinaburg area are dense and lend themselves (o the
Soviet hordes for bypassing our Kampfgruppen
‘which defy the attackers on the Rollbahn and the
straighs between the woods, lakes, and swamps.
‘Surprises are always possible here and the senses of
everyone, whether at the map board, in the tank, or
manning  rifle must always remain alert. During
these days, in which the fighting intensified (o the
ehythm of newly introduced Soviet forces, it was
often said: “Only the “Tigers” can il help us here!
‘Wethensaw them rolling over narrow field paths with
‘motors thundering. Theis clanking treads burrowed
decp tracks in the pulverized sand and swirled it
around high i the air. A powerful portrai of stored
strength. At high speed, covered in yellow clouds of
dust, the “Tigers" advanced to wherever our grena-
diers were in grave trouble. In a unusual rebirth, the
spirt of ancient knighthood appeared o have been
resurrected - that spiit ofloyalty and deeply interal-
i7ed comsadeship whose code it was o help the friend
in danger.

‘Asonce the knight with his armed stced must have.
been unified intoone ighting entty,soare the tankers
one with their st fighting vehicle in this hard and
ever-changing defensive batle. Because here, sur-
rounded by danger and surprises, ina batle against a
‘numerically superior foe, being 4 tanker means more
than just driving a tank and shooting its cannon.
During a collision with the massed strength of the
enemy, it is also importan (o possess that uncondi-
tional will towards vitory which sands alone high
above every crowd and which cannot be replaced by
‘any weapon. Iis here that the tank soldier must also
possess that interal pluck and aggressive desire o
‘make decisions which correspond to his rapid and
powerful weapon.

One was singled out today, one out of the number
of “Tiger" commanders who have been employed in
the defensive fighting around Diinaburg in which
examples of a higher than usual courage are repeated
from day to day, from hour to hour.

Itis Leutnant Carius from Zweibriicken/Westmark.
He is still young; perhaps he has just had his 24th
birthday. Despite his youth, he has that type of sol-
dierly nature whose being and appearance have been
imprinted by a hard life at the front and on the
instruments of its power - 4 perfect synthesis of

inthe turets - while  few tankers strolled though the

bamyards on the prow for something to eat.
Coming over the small ise, Leutnant Carius” two

“Tigers” collided with the Soviets at the shortest

gruesome battlefield. The Leutnant stood n the turret.
‘The oil-smeared gray shirt above, the camouflage
pants below. [t would be hardto distinguish him from
his men if the Knight's Cross didn’t gleam in the

Keighs Cros winner Ot Cai (o ZwveibeekenWestark) disascs e bl plan with i plcon s

fange possible. The young Panzer officer felt his
throat get tight, He counted:

Atotal of 17 Soviet tanks!

Two “Tigers™ against them!

‘The fight would be hard. Whoever was defeated
would dic. But there wasn't any tuming back.

Attack!

The main guns of the two “Tigers" roared in a

Document 18

Phot: War camepondens Wer

“The Rollbahn has flled once more with vehicles
At the edge of the woods, grenadiers occupy posi-
tions. When willthe next atiack come? Threateningly,
the powerful cannons of the “Tigers" are poinied
towards the east. With thir bronze shield, the grena-
diers wait for that momen. Because even here the
defensive fighting inthe Dinaburg area can oar again
ata moment's notce






OEBPS/Images/bck_fig_009.jpg
BefigsJeugnis

Leutnant Carius

" lenitgred, tame)

Dem

2.Kompanie/Schwere Panzer-abteilung 502
) " Caruppentetl, Dienfiele) .
8.7.1941
ist auf Grund seiner am ..1.0.12.1942 . ... erlittenen
2.12.1943

drel -maligen Verwundung oder Beschidigung

das

Derwundetenabzeidyen

in......Silber verliehen worden,

15. 12,

Im Auffrage

(nterfrift)

Tajor u. AbLHOL.

tentigred wnd Dienitiss

451 Druderel Gen.Abo. Xill. UK. Rarnberg
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BESITZZEUGNIS

DEM

Leutnant Otto Cer ius

" (NAME, DIENSTGRAD)

2,/schw,Pz.4bt. 502
TR uree

IST AUF GRUND
8.7.41, 9.12.42, 2.12.43
SEINERAM .20. 4. 441247 44 . ERLITTENEN
£iinf MALIGEN VERWUNDUNG - BESCHADIGUNG
DAS

VERWUNDETENABZEICHEN.
N....G.o.1.d.
VERLIEHEN WORDEN.

Reserve-Lazarett Lingen/Ems
lu..“;mxmw....... -
erfeldarzt
(llIlN!TGlAD UND DIIHST!“L‘l)
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By Courier!

To: Leutnant Otto Car ius
502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion

Heartfelt congratulations on the award

of the Oakleaves to the Kuight’s Cross

of the Iron Cross coupled with best wishes
for a speedy recovery.

/ signed /

schérner

Generaloberst and
Commander of Army Group North

Document 20
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Der Oberbefehlshaber A9 Qu,den... 6o Mad. 1944

Dec 18. Pmee

Herrn

Leutnant Carius
Zugfhr.2./s.Pz.Abt.502

Zur Verleihung des Ritterkreuzes des
Eisernen Kreuzes spreche ich Thnen meine herz-

lichsten Gliickwinsche sus. Auch filr die Zukunft
weiterhin alles Gute und reiche Erfolge.

J. V.

General der Artillerie,
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Heesemann H.Qu.OKH., den 10.Aug.1944
Oberst und Chef P 5
OKH / PA

Ideber Carius !

Zur Verleihung des Eichenlaubes zum Ritterkreuz des Eiser-
nen Kreuzes durch den Fihrer darf ich Sie als Chef der Ordensab-
teilung im Overkommando des Heeres aufrichtig begliickwiinschen.

Damit Sie auf kiirzestem Wege in den Besitz Ihrer Auszeich-
nung kommen, bitte ich Sie nach Wiederherstellung Ihrer Gesundheit
ins H.Qu.OKH zu kommen. Von hier aus erfolgt dann die Meldung beim
Fubrer. Eine vorherige Rickfrage iiber den Zeitpunkt der Abreise
nach hier ist jedoch iber das stellv. Gemeralkommendo erforderlich.

Mit den besten Winschen fiir Ihre baldige Genesung

Heil Hitler !

i %WM
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Chief of Staff of the Army Headquarters, 7 August 1944

Leutnant Carius
Commander

“Tiger" Company

502nd Heavy Panzer Battalion

| wish to express my sincerest congratulations
for the award of another high decoration which was
granted by the Fiihrer on 27 July 1944.

Heil Hitler!
/ signed /

Guderian

Document 24
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M

In the Mame of the Fiibrer
and the Supreme Commander
of the Wehrmacht

J award

Leutnant Otto Ca r i us
2nd Company
502 Heavy Panzer Battalion

the
Jron Cross First Class

..................................
/ signed /
Heinrichs
Generalleutnant and Commander

290th Infantry Division
(Rank and Position)

Document 10
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CERTIFICATE
I AWARD

Leutnant der Reserve

(ORGANIZATION)

THE .. miza . LEVEL OF THE

PANZER ASSAULT BADGE
IN SILVER

FOR COURAGEOUS PARTICIPATION IN
.39. . DAYS OF COMBAT.

Battalion Command Post,

(LOCATION AND DATE)

/ signed /
von Foerster

(RANK AND POSITION)

Document 26
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PRELIMINARY AWARD NOTIFICATION

o
THE, FUNRER

HAS AWARDED

Leutnant Carius
Platoon Leader, 2nd Company
502 Heavy Panzer Battalion
THE

KNIGHTS CROSS
OF THE IRON CROSS

HEADQUARTERS, ARMY HIGH COMMAND
10 May 1944

HIGH COMMAND OF THE ARMY
FOR THE COMMANDER:

/ signed /

Burgdorf

GENERALLEUTNANT

Document 12
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Friday, 28 July 1944

FIELD NEWSPAPER

Review of War ( orrespondent Reports

=

The Bronze Shield

How the Lead Elements of the “Josef Stalin” Tank Brigade were Rubbed Out in the Diinaburg Area
By War Correspondent Herbert Steinert

‘The ratte of ank tracks, the clanking of stee, the
crash of main guns...hat s the brazen melody of the
“Tiger™ tanks. They have lifted the burden of defense
from the shoulders of the heavily-engaged grenadiers
inthe hot spots of the defensive fghiing in the Din-
aburg area.

From the day on which the inferno of the increas-
ingly intensive and bittr fighting against bolshevist
superior srength moved towards s climax and the
destructive power of the batle drove ts fries, ever
wilder, over the troops who had been fighting for
weeks, the “Tiger" tanks had stood among the ranks
of the grenadiers. Whenever the Bolsheviks arose out
of the woods or stormed across meadows and through
swamps, the “Tigers" shredded the waves of the
carthbrown attackers with high explosive rounds.
‘Whenever masses of Soviet tanks roled out of epres-
sions and hollows against our positions, then the
cannons of the *Tigers” shattered the steel colossus.
Whenever the grenadiers counterattacked, then the
tanks also moved with them against the enem.
Whenever the grenadiers are pulled back, then 3
*Tiger" lurks behind a bush untilthe last squad has
exticated itelf from the enemy. Always first in the
attack, always last o pull out - that's the motto of the
“Tiger™ crews. And the grenadiers are grateful o the
men of the tanks. Whenever the clanking of the tracks
pounds in their ears, they feel strong and well pre-
pared ina butle againstan overwhelming superioriy.

The lakes, swamps, and wooded terrain in the

speech, character, and sense of duty. Atone with the
portai of this young officer and his world is his
‘weapon: the *Tiger”. [n i, he eamed the Knight's
Cross for himself in March of this year for 26 kils in
the northern sector of the Easter Front.

In each situation, Leutnant Carius has known and
et how he had to employ his “Tiger". He siruck the
enemy with his tank in such a manner that his thrusts
surprsed him and caught him unawares

“That was also the case yesterday. Accompanied by
a second “Tiger", this young tank commander was
moving over the broad expanses of the Rollbahn in
order o cover the road against surprise advances by
the Soviets. He did not know that t the same moment
the “Josef Stlin” Guards Tank Brigade - freshly
brought in from Moscow to the critcal defensive
fighting in the Diinaburg area - had assembled for the
decisive advance against the Rollbahn. The brigade,
aneliteunit of the Soviets, employedithe latest models
of tanks. While the bulk of the attacking brigade was
dispersed and held up, the lead enemy armor elements
succeeded in penetrating deeply into the defensive
front.

Believing in their material superiority,the Soviets
et secure on their march. Among the few huts of a
village - the Rollbahn in arm’s reach - the advance
guard of the tanks conducted a short break for orien-
tation. The latest types of Soviet tanks were now
massed tightly together. Commanders and drivers
Tounged about - smoking cigaretes, bent over maps,

primordial manner. The Soviet tanks swung their
turets. The 17 lumpsof ironraced througha grain feld
tothe protective cover of the woods. Their main guns
flashed. Muzzle reports. Impacts. The dirt shot up a
few meters high around the "Tigers”. Their motors
howled crazily. They pursued the enemy. Tank racks.
‘The impacting rounds ipped deep scars ntothe earth

One fireball after another followed from the pow-
erful barel of Leutnant Carius” tank. Whatever he
shot at, he hi; wherever he rolled, he broke the
resistance.

‘After 20 minutes of wild firing, the advance guard
of the *Josef Stalin’ Tank Brigade has beenshattered
and destroyed. The mangled remains of the latest
Soviet tank models lay smoking, smouldering, and
‘burning between the Rollbahn and the woods.

Leutnant Carius can chalk up 10 kills for himself,
the second “Tiger” had four. Three of the fleeing
bolshevist tanks were destroyed by assault guns
which had followed the penetration of the tanks.

Where once 17 Soviet tanks had trundled over
‘potato patches and through felds of grain, there were
‘now only the black, bumed ou, shattered wreaks of
17 steel colossuses. Only scrap metal and twisted
pieces of steel emained in their place. Like a heavy
‘hammer smashing porcelain, the main gun rounds of
the “Tigers" also smashed the latest models of the
Soviet’s ammored fleet. Their ruins lay scatered on
the scorched earth.

Leutnant Carius’ “Tiger” was at the edge of the






