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My beginnings started humbly enough; the youngest of three children of Honduran Garifuna immigrant parents.  We were born and raised here in the United States, planting our familial roots in New York City, specifically in the Borough of Brooklyn.  We started out in the housing projects of East New York, moving into our childhood home in East Flatbush at the respective ages of 9, 7, and 6.  The seeds of my political growth were being planted, even way back then.  My parents were not radicals by any means; but we were never taught to believe that our nationality was our race.  We were always made aware of our Black/African heritage, and always celebrated our Blackness.  We were never raised to be ashamed to call ourselves Black.  I remember many times when we celebrated Black History Month, watched the documentary “Eyes on the Prize” when it came on PBS, and being affected by the many events concerning Black people during our upbringing.  We always fit in with other Black people, despite the fact that my family spoke Spanish.

I didn’t reach my political maturity until the age of 16 in the early 1990s.  It was during that era when many great things were happening.  On college campuses throughout the country, Black students were calling for the inclusion of Black/Africana Studies into the curriculum, not just as electives.  You also had the rise of Afrocentric thought permeating in the community.  And the biggest influence for me....was the rise of ‘conscious’ rap music.  The artists of the time spoke of nationalist concepts that were foreign to me, but alluring at the same time.  They spoke of leaders and groups that rarely get spoken of, if ever at all.  They spoke of celebrating and expressing your culture, and claiming (or reclaiming) your African heritage.  What really set me on my political path was reading “The Autobiography of Malcolm X” by Alex Haley, and “Souls on Ice” by Eldridge Cleaver.  From that point on, I never looked back.  

Most of my political activity took place during my college years.  At the colleges that I attended over the years, I was involved with a number of student organizations during my times there.  For two out of the three colleges that I attended, I was on some sort of probationary status because of my political activity (moreso my bad temper).  There are many times when I mix my political beliefs with my art, infusing them into my screenplays and other projects that I’m involved with, also having involved myself in the Black Film Festival circuit for 5 years.  There are also many political battles that I’ve fought over the years for the betterment of my people.  I am unapologetic in what I believe in, and that has garnered me just as much respect as it has resentment among my peers.  I try to incorporate everything that I’ve learned into my everyday lifestyle, and try to teach others that there is an alternative.

Perhaps I am more of a soldier in the cause than I care to admit, though I know that we all can’t be fighters.  We are all soldiers in different ways.  While some of us can physically fight, others can teach, while others still can be thinkers or healers.  Others are also good at using the written word to get their point(s) across to supports, nonbelievers, and the uninitiated alike.  That is pretty much where I fit into all of this.  I had never expected to get into journalism; I found it to be boring and unentertaining.  I never realized just how powerful my words could be in that arena, or how much of an impact that they would have.  I’ve always wanted to be able to reach the masses on some higher level with my words, though I had wanted to do it in a totally different arena; wanting more to ‘edu-tain’ the masses.

These collections of my writings gathered in this volume were written when I was associated with a website called Blacktino.net; an E-zine that I am no longer affiliated with.  I was approached by the creator(s) of the site back in March of 2007, in which they were looking for writers to post original content for their e-magazine.  I initially balked at the idea, not having any prior journalistic experience (save one semester for class credit), nor having the inclination to do journalism-type work.  After a bit of persuading from the site creator(s), I finally decided to take them up on their offer. The position of Contributing Writer that I held was unpaid; I did it more for the recognition.  Our relationship was one of mutual benefit during my time with their site.  We officially parted ways in August of 2008, not on the best of terms.  There were a lot of behind-the-scenes issues that caused our unhappy disassociation, issues that I will not go into in this volume.  What I will say about our parting is...that my conscience is clear about this situation, and why it ended.  Can the other party say the same?

In this book is a collection of two article series that I wrote while working as a Contributing Writer for the site.  The first series, titled Black vs. Brown, is an eight-part series that deals with the supposed friction between the Black and Latino communities, and putting this supposed conflict in a historical perspective.  The second series, titled Black Thoughts, is (currently) a seven-part series that focuses on why Latinos of African descent should embrace the ideology of Black Nationalism/Pan Africanism.  Only the first three articles of this particular series were posted on Blacktino.net; the subsequent articles in this series were posted elsewhere, on websites such as Afropresencia.com, and Assatashakur.org. Both of these series have been well received, and have been re-published/re-posted on numerous sites, and parts of Black Thoughts have even been translated into French and Spanish.  For their inclusions in this book, the articles have been reedited for informational and grammatical errors made during their original posting/publishing. 

I would like to extend thanks to the many friends and family members (all of the Sabios, Avilas, Castros, Garcias, Melendezes, and the rest) who have always been very supportive of my writing efforts.  I would also like to extend feelings of undying gratitude to the many ancestors, comrades, and sisteren that I have met in my political journeys (Robert Oriyama’at, Kamean Daniels, Karen Juanita Carrillo, Jan Calloway, Janet “Queen Nzinga” Taylor, Tracey “Amachi” Robinson, Koblah Atiba, “Book Man” Mike, to name a few) learning as much as I could from them.  I would also like to thank the many fans that I have made along the way (Tony, Chase, Veronica, Carmen, James “Moorbey” Harris, Lynx Garcia, Bruno Gaston), for without your support, none of this would ever be possible.  

Lastly, I must give respect to the people at Blacktino.net.  Had I not agreed to write for their site, these writings might not even exist at all.  Though my feelings haven’t changed much positively towards them, I must give respect where respect is due.
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By: Kevin Alberto Sabio

––––––––
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In this hostile environment against immigrants, one voice that seems to be generally ignored by the mainstream press is the impact that this illegal immigration has had on the Black community.  In reading the Black press, those in the Black community feel doubly affected by this influx of immigrants; neighborhoods that were once historically Black are now becoming ‘Latinized’.  There are also claims being made that illegal immigrants are stealing away jobs from Blacks.  My question to all of this hoopla is...are they really giving us that much trouble?

One of the first points that I would like to make is that if the government REALLY wanted to get a handle on the immigration issue, they would have done it by now.  If they can succeed in destroying any type of independent nationalist movements by the various communities of color, then they can stop a few migrants from entering the country, or exceeding their stay.  

Secondly, the illegal immigrants aren’t destroying our neighborhoods; the government has been doing a fine job of that over the past forty or fifty years.  Illegal immigrants didn’t cause ‘White Flight’ and the redlining of banks to would-be business owners/home owners of color.  Immigrants don’t cause gentrification in urban neighborhoods.  If anything, having an immigrant group coming into a depressed neighborhood might actually help to revitalize the community and cause it to thrive.

Let’s get to the issue of jobs.  When you talk about immigrants stealing jobs from Blacks, who are you talking about?  I’m a Latino of African descent, born and raised in the United States. You have Black immigrants from the Caribbean, and from the motherland.  Should they be thrown into the mix when you talk about these thieving immigrants that take jobs away from African Americans?  The problem doesn’t lie with the illegals that are here; the issue lies with the employers who would rather hire them because they know that they can get away with exploiting them.  Most immigrants are just happy to have a job so that they can support themselves, and their family.  They’re not as willing to speak out against injustices that would go on at the workplace.  American-born workers understand their rights, and wouldn’t hesitate to report their employer to a union, or even a government agency for any transgressions.  If you were a grimy business person, who would YOU hire to work for you?  I think that the answer is obvious.

I’m not blind or naïve.  I have had a number of occasions in my life where I have met some really arrogant immigrants who act like they are better than native born African Americans.  They have no idea of the history and legacy that we have in this country, and continue to treat us with utter disrespect.  Of course, karma has a way of coming back around, and slapping you with a really hard dose of reality.  Some would
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