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Explanation of Symbols

The chess board with its coordinates:
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	White to move
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	Black to move




	K

	King




	Q

	Queen




	R

	Rook




	B

	Bishop




	N

	Knight
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	White stands slightly better




	[image: Images]

	Black stands slightly better
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	White stands better
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	Black stands better




	+−

	White has a decisive advantage




	−+

	Black has a decisive advantage




	=

	balanced position




	∞

	unclear position
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	compensation for the material




	>

	strong (sufficient)



	<

	weak (insufficient)




	≥

	better is




	≤

	weaker is




	!

	good move




	!!

	excellent move




	∆

	bad move




	??

	blunder




	!?

	interesting move




	?!

	dubious move
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	only move




	∆

	with the idea




	→

	attack




	↑

	initiative
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	lead in development
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	counterplay




	#

	mate



	corr.

	correspondence










Foreword by Alexey Shirov
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There is no doubt that nowadays the opening constitutes the main part of a chess game. To play well one sometimes needs to know the opening so deeply that the ideas and motifs of the middlegame and endgame have to be learned automatically. But the question is: how to study, and, even more difficult, how to PLAY openings properly?

Most of the chess players I met in my life use two methods – either they trust grandmaster practice and grandmasters’ recommendations (mostly superficial ones) from books and magazines, or they follow the engines’ analyses. Sometimes they combine these two methods but still they don’t do a lot of thinking about the opening themselves. There are very many lines in chess and there is little time to investigate everything.

Only very few are still able to keep investigating what is not yet investigated in chess and make real further steps in opening theory. For this you need a real devotion to the subject and you have to do very, very accurate work on each idea that comes to your (and not only the computer’s) mind.

Normally such work is done by the world top players and those who help them to prepare for the top events. But no books are written about this. Players have to keep their secrets.

In my opinion, the job done by Imre Hera and Ufuk Tuncer is exactly of this kind, but contrary to what is habitual in today’s chess, their findings are no secret anymore! I remember studying this fascinating line of the Queen’s Indian during the Candidates’ matches in Elista back in 2007 (my game against Aronian is mentioned by Imre and Ufuk). I had a lot of interesting ideas and finally… abandoned the line a few months later because I thought that Black had a safe and easy way of getting good play. Now I can see that had I dug in deeper in those days, I would possibly have been happier with the outcome.

Of course, nobody claims that the moves 5.Qc2 and 6.d5! win the game by force. But this book shows exactly why the line is so attractive for white players. Fascinating chess, great complexity, chances to create fantastic attacking possibilities. This is exactly what we love chess for. And those who play the Queen’s Indian with black can know what they should be afraid of and try to find their answer, in order to make it even more interesting!

This is not only a book on a single variation of the Queen’s Indian, it’s a book on Modern Chess.

Alexey Shirov

Riga, January 2014





Introduction

I got really enthusiastic when I was offered the opportunity to write an opening book for New In Chess. After many years of active play now there was a chance to create something of lasting value for a larger audience. Having played lots of games in the 4.g3 line of the Queen’s Indian Defence on both sides of the board, my focus of interest fell on a particular variation where White sacrifices a pawn early. For the past seven years this fresh idea has attracted the attention of top players and of many amateur players as well. Although I recommend it mostly for White, I am also giving many examples how to equalize with black in other main lines.

Many contemporary repertoire books and DVDs try to satisfy the reader’s expectations by giving model games where the other side defends poorly, they omit the best counter-moves or simply assign a ‘[image: Images]’ to completely equal positions. Some authors may even be reluctant to reveal novelties before they had the chance to play them in their own games. Not so in this book! I am always searching the truth and I am convinced that many sidelines with a bad reputation are actually quite playable. As Anatoly Karpov once put it, preparing for one of his matches with Kasparov: ‘When we are White, everything seems to be equal, while with black we always fail to find balanced positions.’ I am sure that many competitors have faced such dilemma during their preparations. Although this book was written mainly for white players, we have also given many examples of how to equalize other main lines with black.

We seize the opportunity to thank all friends and colleagues who helped us: GM Ivan Farago (Olympic silver medalist), GM Robert Markus, GM Laszlo Gonda (winner of the Open Hungarian Championship in 2013), GM Miguel Llanes Hurtado and GM Denes Boros (U16 Youth Olympic winner).

We also mention authors of Yearbook Surveys on the same topic, in chronological order these are: Steve Giddins, Alexey Kuzmin, Emil Anka and Tibor Karolyi.

We would also like to express our grateful acknowledgements to the editorial team of New in Chess, especially to Mr. Peter Boel, who has given us fantastic support, significantly facilitating our work, and to the specialists working effectively in the background. Without their contribution this book would hardly have been possible.

The prolific collaboration with my friend Ufuk Tuncer, a very experienced author of several Yearbook Surveys with New In Chess and second of many strong grandmasters, helped me a lot to complete this project successfully. We invested hundreds of hours to make real quality and hope that you will enjoy it!

Imre Héra

Budapest, December 2013





Reader’s Guide

We have spiced the following 11 theoretical chapters with complete practical games wherever it was possible. First we deal with early deviations, in order to build a solid foundation for what follows. Later the main lines are introduced, but do not neglect the first chapters, where some amazing discoveries are waiting too! From conversations with tournament players we learned that they largely prefer useful material (speak: analysis) to reading a ‘novel’. For this reason many paragraphs of pure and ‘undisturbed’ analysis alternate with segments of verbal entertainment.

There are some crucial factors distinguishing our book from others. Most important of all, this is not a repertoire book for either side. For example, in Chapters 5 and 8 players with the black pieces can find many opportunities to equalize. On the other hand we worked out countless eye-catching novelties for White, in many cases suggesting even two promising alternatives in order to get a better feeling for the type of positions. It is recommended to study the model games carefully because of their instructive middle- and endgames.

On as yet little-explored territory we invested 9 tough months of work. We are really delighted with the outcome and we do hope that it will cause overall satisfaction with the reader as well. Let’s not forget our motto: ‘We have nothing to hide!’ The material is up to date until the end of December, 2013.

Please fasten your virtual seatbelts and enter the world of magic. Only, our performance is more than an illusion! We wish you a lot of fun and success. Let’s have fire on the board!





Part I – Black Declines

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 b6 4.g3 Ba6 5.Qc2 c5 6.d5

[image: Images]

We have separated the very early deviations into three different chapters. They appear basically quite rarely in everyday practice. However, a few of them contain lots of tricks, so White has to be careful with the move order as well, otherwise Black might equalize easily.

This part contains the following chapters:

Chapter 1: Benoni-Style

Chapter 2: Minor 6th Moves for Black

Chapter 3: Minor 7th Moves for Black





Chapter 1

Benoni-Style

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 b6 4.g3 Ba6 5.Qc2 c5 6.d5

[image: Images]

These types of lines can be expected from positional players or from players who prefer to avoid big theoretical battles. The common feature is the structure. Many of the positions remind us of the Benoni Defence. We will discuss the clumsy 6…Qe7, the strange-looking 6…Bd6 and finally the main line 6…exd5.

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 b6 4.g3 Ba6

[image: Images]

Black chooses to put his bishop here in order to develop with tempo. The other idea is that he does not want to challenge the fianchettoed white bishop on the long diagonal, since White would be able to close the latter with the temporary pawn sacrifice d4-d5.

For example: 4…Bb7 5.Bg2 Be7 6.0-0 0-0 7.d5 exd5 8.Nh4 is a very sharp line, where Black has to be up to date! One of the most famous games is Kasparov-Marjanovic, Malta (ol) 1980.

5.Qc2

This move was first played in 1952 by Luiz Gentil jr. It does not only defend the c4-pawn, but also supports White’s occupation of the centre by e2-e4. I remember when I started to study the Nimzo-Indian, the general opinion on Alekhine’s 4.Qc2 was quite bad at first, since it was against the classical principles which stated that the development of the light pieces shall enjoy priority. However, life has proved that the legendary World Champion’s move has remained one of the most popular and reliable continuations and it works very well here too.


[image: Images]

Alexander Alekhine



There are many other main moves here, such as 5.b3, 5.Qa4, 5.Qb3 or 5.Nbd2.

A) On the most popular move 5.b3, 5…Bb4+ 6.Bd2 Be7 is the classical reaction. Black intends to block the long diagonal with the pawn chain after …c7-c6 followed by …d7-d5, meanwhile also attacking the c4-pawn, for example 7.Bg2 c6;

B) We were surprised to see that the unusual 5.Qa4 actually has the longest history (Grünfeld-Nimzowitsch, Breslau 1925)! Though the queen is misplaced here, it makes the forthcoming development easier (Nb1-c3 is not immediately possible after 5.Qc2). 5…Bb7 6.Bg2 c5 This is the most common reply for Black and after 7.dxc5 we think that both recaptures are well playable for him;

C) 5.Qb3 is rather more part of ‘modern’ fashion, since it was first tested in 1981. 5…Nc6 is the most common reply. 6.Nbd2 Na5 7.Qc3 c5 8.dxc5 bxc5 9.e4 The arising position is already very original, however, Black has just enough time to regroup his badly-placed pieces. 9…Bb7 10.e5 Ne4 11.Nxe4 Bxe4 12.Bg2 Be7 13.0-0 0-0 with more or less level chances;

D) The natural 5.Nbd2 occurred already in Pirc-Nimzowitsch, Bled 1931. 5…Bb4 Probably the safest reply. Attacking the centre with 5…c5 leads to really messy positions: 6.e4 cxd4 7.e5 Ng4 8.h3 Nh6 9.Bg2 Nc6 10.0-0 Nf5∞. 6.Qc2 Bb7 7.Bg2 Be4 8.Qb3 Bxd2+ 9.Bxd2 0-0 10.0-0 d6 Here the play will be quite uneventful. Black has strong control on the important light squares and in such half-open positions, White’s bishop pair does not have much added value.

[image: Images]

5…c5

Black immediately tries to use the fact that White’s centre has become weaker, and pushing the d-pawn to d5 also looks risky at first glance…

A) 5…Bb4+ first occurred in Portisch-Bronstein, Las Palmas 1972. Since then, a lot of top players have adopted this idea in order to avoid the sharpest variations. 6.Bd2 Be7 6…Bxd2+ 7.Nbxd2 d5 8.Bg2 0-0 9.0-0 Nbd7 was seen in Giri-Carlsen, Biel 2012. Here we found 10.b4 to be the most ambitious continuation. White has a comfortable space advantage, he is already prepared for …c7-c5 and his fianchetto bishop is more powerful than the light-squared bishop on a6. A good example is Iotov-Mladenov, Sofia 2009. 7.e4 d5 8.cxd5 exd5 9.e5 Bxf1 10.Kxf1 Ne4 is a big sideline, about which we could have long discussions. Generally, we do truly think that White has at least some small advantage thanks to the advanced e-pawn, which makes the black kingside weaker;

B) 5…d5 is quite harmless: 6.cxd5 exd5 7.Bg2 Bd6 8.Nc3 0-0 9.0-0 c6 10.Ne5 Bb7 11.e4! with a nice initiative, Markos-Ostrovskiy, Pardubice 2007;

C) We believe that 5…Nc6 is less effective here than versus 5.Qb3. It was first tried by Kachiani-Gersinska against Viktor Kortchnoi in 1999 and later Carlsen also adopted it against Aronian in 2006. After 6.Bg2 Nb4 7.Qb3 d5 8.cxd5 Qxd5 9.Qd1! Rd8 10.0-0 White was completely fine in El Gindy-Rizouk, Tripoli 2009;

D) The modest 5…c6 hands the centre to White: 6.e4 d5 7.cxd5 Bxf1 8.Kxf1 cxd5 9.e5 Ne4 10.Nbd2 Nxd2+ 11.Bxd2 Be7 12.Kg2 Nd7 13.Rac1 0-0 14.h4 with lasting pressure. S.Ivanov- Cramling, Stockholm 2010/11.

E) 5…b5 is a rather typical reply to 5.b3 which can hardly be called a developing move. Later the b3-pawn might become a target for Black’s a-pawn after …a7-a5-a4: 6.cxb5 Bxb5 7.Nc3 Bb4 8.Bg2 Bc6 9.0-0 0-0 10.Bg5 h6 11.Bxf6 Qxf6 12.Rfd1[image: Images]

[image: Images]

White has a comfortable position with a big lead in development, however, it was not enough to win in the end in Beliavsky-Sax, Murska Subota 2007;

F) 5…Bb7 6.Bg2 Bb4+ 7.Bd2 Bxd2+ 8.Qxd2! Although we lose a tempo, our knight will be much more useful on c3 than on d2. By the way, this position will more likely arise in the order 4…Bb7 5.Bg2 Bb4+ 6.Bd2 Bxd2+. 8…0-0 9.Nc3 and now:

F1) After the aggressive 9…Ne4 there is an exciting, quite forced line: 10.Qd3 Nxc3

[image: Images]

11.Ng5! Ne4[image: Images] 12.Bxe4 Bxe4 13.Qxe4 Qxg5 14.Qxa8 Nc6 15.Qb7 Nxd4 16.Rd1 Qe5 17.e3 Nc2+ 18.Ke2[image: Images] ended in White’s favour in the classic battle Euwe-Capablanca, Amsterdam 1931;

F2) 9…d5 10.cxd5 exd5 11.0-0 Nbd7 12.Ne5 We prefer such positions with white especially, as his fianchettoed bishop seems to be much stronger than its opponent and he can easily advance on the queenside. 12…Qe7 13.Nd3 Rfd8 14.Rac1[image: Images] Hera-Sax, Hungary 2013;

F3) 9…d6 10.d5 e5 11.0-0 a5 12.e4 In spite of the bad-looking light-squared bishop, White’s space advantage ensures him good prospects. 12…Nbd7 13.Ne1 Re8 14.b3 Nc5 15.Nc2[image: Images].

[image: Images]

This all happened in a game Sasikiran-Andreikin, Moscow 2010. It is clear that White has easy play here, while Black can only react to his opponent’s plans.

6.d5!

…However, we do not care! The fine recognition that this move is playable was already made in 1967, in a game Grigorian-Keres, from the USSR Spartakiad. It is always very useful to study ‘old’ games by classical players, when computers did not yet exist, but the players had so many great ideas!

6.Bg2?! Attention please! This move order is inaccurate. Indeed it would avoid the lines we discuss in the first three chapters, but it also allows Black another option, which equalizes immediately: 6…Nc6! White is forced to take on c5 and the character of the opening will be completely different.

[image: Images]

6…exd5

A) 6…Qe7

The idea of this move is to provoke White to take on e6 or to force the trading of the queens with …Qe4 after …exd5.

A1) 7.dxe6?! would support Black’s plans: 7…Qxe6! Ould Ahmed-O. Ronat, email 2011;

A2) 7.Bg5!? is an interesting idea, in accordance with the sharp playing style we advocate in this variation. 7…exd5 7…h6 8.Bxf6 Qxf6 9.Nc3 Bb7 10.Bg2[image: Images]. 8.Nc3!N The most logical move. We do not care about the pawns, as usual. After 8.cxd5?! Qe4! 9.Qxe4+ Nxe4 10.Nc3 Nxg5 11.Nxg5 Be7= Black managed to exchange the queens and got an equal position in Alvarez Ibarra-Sanz Perez, Zornotza 2009. 8…Bxc4 8…Bb7 9.cxd5 h6 10.Bxf6 Qxf6 11.Bg2↑. 9.b3 d4 10.Bxf6 gxf6 A sad recapture. 11.bxc4 dxc3 12.Bh3! Nc6 13.Qxc3 h5 13…Ne5 14.0-0[image: Images]. 14.e3 White enjoys full compensation for the pawn; Black faces serious problems finding a safe place for his king;

A3) 7.Bg2N exd5 7…Bb7 8.Nh4 exd5 9.Nc3[image: Images]. 8.cxd5 d6 9.Nc3 g6 The only option to continue his development. 10.Bg5 This unpleasant pin will cause Black big problems.

A31) 10…Nbd7? 11.Qa4! The most energetic reply to make use of the fact that the a6-bishop is left unprotected. 11…Bb7 12.Nb5 Kd8 Moving the king to such an unfortunate square is not likely to bring anything good in the future. 13.Nd2 a6


[image: Images]

Analysis diagram



14.Nxd6! A pretty sacrifice, which is indeed the best way to punish Black. 14…Qxd6 15.Nc4 Qc7 15…Qb8 16.Nxb6 Be7 17.Nxa8[image: Images]. The following moves are quite forced: 16.d6 Bxd6 17.Bxb7 b5 18.Bxf6+ Nxf6 19.Qd1 Qxb7 20.Qxd6+ Nd7 21.0-0-0! A generous continuation. We give another piece in order to accelerate the attack. 21…bxc4 22.Qf6+ Kc7 23.Rxd7+! This last tactical blow crowns the concept. 23…Kxd7 24.Rd1+ Ke8 24…Kc7 25.Qd6+ Kc8 26.Rd5+− and the king is finally cornered. 25.Qxh8+ Ke7 26.Qxh7[image: Images] White has a healthy extra pawn;

A32) 10…Bg7 11.Qa4+ Kf8 After 11…b5 12.Nxb5 0-0 13.Nc3 it is hard to see how Black will prove his compensation for the pawn. 12.0-0 h6 13.Bd2 Kg8 Black has to go for artificial castling, which takes a lot of time. 14.Rfe1 Kh7 15.e4 Ng4 Trying to neutralize White’s plan, otherwise e4-e5 would follow. 16.Bf4 g5 16…Ne5 17.Nxe5 Bxe5 18.Bxe5 dxe5 19.Rad1↑ with huge pressure.


[image: Images]

Analysis diagram



17.Bxd6! This charming trick leads to a much better endgame for White. 17…Qxd6 18.e5 Nxe5 19.Nxe5 Bxe5 20.Qe4+ Kg7 21.Qxe5+ Qxe5 22.Rxe5 Nd7 23.Re7 Rad8 24.Rd1[image: Images] The strong passed d-pawn and his active pieces ensure White a big advantage.

B) 6…Bd6


[image: Images]

Analysis diagram



In the style of the ‘Snake-Benoni’, however the manoeuvre with …Bc7-Ba5 is unachievable in this position. We give two options for White just to show how flexible his position is:

B1) 7.e4 The most aggressive handling of the position, occupying the centre immediately. 7…0-0 8.Bd3! White continues his development, utilizing the fianchetto square for his king. 8.e5?! would be too greedy, viz. 8…Bxe5! 9.Nxe5 exd5[image: Images]. 8…exd5 9.exd5 Re8+ 10.Kf1


[image: Images]

Analysis diagram



White can calmly make such an extravagant decision since the centre is closed. Now:

B11) 10…b5 A logical try to break out. 11.cxb5 Bb7 It seems that Black has speculated well, as he will take our favourite central outpost, which means that the position becomes open. 12.Bg5! The precursor of a well-planned attack. 12…h6 12…Bxd5 does not hold out much hope either: 13.Bxh7+ Kh8 14.Nbd2 g6 (in case of 14…Be7 15.Bxf6 Bxf6, 16.Qf5 transfers the queen with tempo: 16…Be6 (16…Bxb2 17.Qxd5! Bxa1 18.Qh5! and Black is close to getting mated) 17.Qh5 d5 18.h4→ and the enemy king is in big trouble) 15.h4! (the point of White’s whole idea) 15…Kxh7 16.h5 Kg7 17.hxg6 with a decisive attack. 13.Bxf6 Qxf6 14.Kg2 Bxd5 15.Nd2 Black has solved the problem of his fianchetto bishop, on the other hand he is still unable to bring the knight into the game. The only thing we shall do is trade off the strong black d5-bishop in order to dominate on the light squares entirely: 15…Be5 16.Rhe1 d6 17.Bh7+ Kh8 18.Be4[image: Images] and White has a big positional advantage;

B12) 10…Bf8 11.Nc3 d6 On 11…g6 12.h4! is a very ordinary way to attack the fianchetto set-up: 12…Bg7 13.h5 d6 (13…Nxh5 allows White to continue in style:


[image: Images]

Analysis diagram



14.Rxh5! gxh5 15.Bxh7+ Kf8 (15…Kh8 16.Qf5) 16.Ne4 with an enormous attack) 14.hxg6 hxg6 (14…fxg6 15.Bf4 and Black is simply lacking good moves) 15.Kg2 Nbd7 16.Bh6→. 12.Kg2 Nbd7 13.h4! Again the same idea, as White can castle by hand. 13…h6 13…Ne5 14.Nxe5 dxe5 15.Bg5 h6 16.Rae1 (White can afford to leave the bishop hanging) 16…g6 17.Bxf6 Qxf6 18.h5 g5 19.Bh7+ Kg7 20.Ne4[image: Images] with an obvious positional advantage. 14.Bf4 Ne5 15.Nxe5 dxe5 16.Bg5![image: Images] Black is completely passive and still faces a crushing attack. Better go on a holiday!

B2) It is also possible to continue in a more positional way: 7.Bg2 exd5 7…0-0 8.dxe6 dxe6 (8…fxe6? loses material by force due to 9.Ng5 Nc6 10.Bxc6 dxc6 11.Nxe6[image: Images]) 9.Nh4 Nbd7 10.Qa4! Qc8 11.Bxa8 Qxa8 12.0-0 Bb7 13.Rd1[image: Images] and Black has some compensation for the exchange thanks to the strong bishop on the long diagonal, but White’s chances are clearly preferable. 8.cxd5 0-0 9.Bg5 There is nothing wrong with the natural 9.0-0 Re8 10.Re1 Bf8 11.h3 d6 (11…g6 12.e4 d6 13.Nc3[image: Images]) 12.e4 Nbd7 13.Bf4[image: Images]. Black is still far from the ideal Benoni set-up. He has no direct play on the queenside, so we can patiently improve our position. 9…h6 9…Be7 10.Nc3 d6 11.0-0 Nbd7 12.Rfe1 b5 13.a3[image: Images].


[image: Images]

Analysis diagram



10.h4! A very aesthetic move, using the fact that the rook is still on the h-file. 10…Bb7 10…Re8 11.Nc3 Bf8 12.Qf5 d6 13.Bxf6 Qxf6 14.Qxf6 gxf6 15.Bh3[image: Images]. 11.Nc3 Na6 12.0-0-0 and White had a strong initiative on the kingside in Efremov-Shitrit, email 2008.

7.cxd5 g6

This is the most natural and most challenging set-up by far.

The naive 7…Nxd5? loses quite quickly: 8.Qe4+ Ne7 9.Qxa8 Nec6 (Black wants to capture the queen, but it costs him too many pieces) 10.e3 b5 11.a4 Qc8 12.axb5 Bb7 13.Qxb7 Qxb7 14.bxc6 Nxc6 15.Ba6 Qb6 16.0-0+− and White’s task was easy in D. Rombaldoni-Ider, France 2009.

8.Nc3 Bg7 9.Bg2 0-0 10.0-0 d6

We have reached the first critical point. There are a couple of options to choose from, such as: 11.Re1, 11.Bf4 and 11.a4.

11.Re1!

[image: Images]

This is the most accurate move, preparing e2-e4 and then a breakthrough in the centre with e4-e5.

A) 11.Bf4 Re8 12.Rfe1 b5 13.a4 13.a3! is precise here. 13…b4 14.Nb5 Bxb5 15.axb5 occurred in Raykhman-Kearns, Internet 2012. Black could have continued more strongly: 15…Ne4!N with the idea of … Nd7;

B) We don’t like 11.a4 in view of the knight transfer to b4. For instance: 11…Re8 12.Re1 Bb7 13.Nd2 Na6 14.Nc4 Nb4 15.Qd1 Ba6 16.Nb5 Bxb5 17.axb5 Ne4 with a double-edged position, Khoroslev-Kotsur, Russia 2009.

The diagram position is the main branching point. Black’s alternatives are: 11…Re8, 11…Nbd7, and
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